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VINDICATION 

KING  CHARLES: 

O  R« 

A  Loyal  Subje  cts  Duty. 

CMANIFESTED 

In  Vindicating  his  Soveraigne  from  thofe 

Afperfions  caft  upon  Him  by-  certaine  perfons  3 
In  a  fcandalous*  Libel,  Entituled, 

The  Kings  Qabinet  Opened: 

And  publifhed  (as  they  fay)  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 
Whereunto  is  added, 

A  true  Parallel  betwixt  the  fufferings  of 

our  Saviour  and  our  Soveraign,  in  divers  particulars5&c. 

%  Edw:  Summons, 

A  Miaifter,  not  of  the  late  confufed  New ,  but  of  the  An- 
cient5  Orderly,  and  True  Church  of  England. 

Remember  {Lord)  the  reproach  of  thy  fervant,  how  be  bcareth  in  hti  k+- 

fome  the  reproach  of  all  the  mighty  (wicked)  people. 
Wherewith  thine  enemies  haze  reproached  (0  Lord )  wherewith  thej  hav* 

reproached  thefout-fieps  of  thine  Anointed.  P  s  A  L .  89.  5  o,  5 1 . 

His  Enemies  will  I  clothe  with  fhame,  but  upon  Himfelfe  £hall  his 
Crown  flourish.  P  s  a  l.  132. 18. 

Even  foy  <>sfmen.  Re  V.  22.  2C. 

 But  thou,  0  Lordy  how  long  .?  P  S  A  I.  tf. 

Printed  in  the  Yeere ,  i  6  4  8. 


To  all  that  truely  feare  (foc/>  into  yphoft^ 
hands  this  "Boo/^e  jhall  come~>: 

Chriftian  Friends, 

His  Book  here  tendred  to  your  view, 
was  (for  the  moft  part  of  it)  made  in 
Cornwdjxi  the  year  1645. 1  was  quick- 
ned  in  my  undertaking  by  a  noble 
Gentleman  of  great  faithfulncffe  and 
Loyalty-,  that  County  hath  many 
iiich.  Before  it  was  quite  concluded^ 
the  Enemy,  like  a  flood,  brake  in  thither  :  Whereupon 
to  preferve  and  finifh  it,  I  went  to  France^  but  by  fo  do- 
ing, I  had  almoft  loft  it  for  my  Cloak-bag,  which  con- 
tained it,  (and  all  I  had befide)  palfed  (by  accident)  in 
one  Ship,  and  my  felf  went  m  another,  and  we  landed  an 
hundred  miles  afunder :  that  was  Plundred,  and  nothing 
therein  returned  unto  me,  but  onely  thefe  Papers,  &  they 
by  meer  fortune  fome  fix  weeks  after.Which  fieciall  Pro- 
vidence in  their  particular  prefervation,fpake  them  to  my 
heart,  Gods  will  to  have  them  published,  &  to  my  hopes^ 
his  purpofc  to  grant  a  blefling  :  Hereupon  I  fitted  them 
for  the  Preffe  with  all  lpeed5and  they  were  ready  in  May^ 
1646.  nor  was  the  fault  in  my  will,  that  they  were  not 
then  committed  to  the  fame. But  perhaps  God  had  a  fpe- 
ciall  Providence  in  this  alfo3peoples  hearts  were  not  then 
fo  capable  to  receive  a  Find. cat/ on  of  their  Soveraign 
from  a  fellow- Subje&,as  now  they  are  even  forced  to  be, 
by  that  illuftrious  emtnency  of  his  graces  which  hath 
beamed  forth  in  his  dark  condition,  even  to  the  convifti- 
on  and  admiration  of  all  reafonable  creatures* 
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To  the  Reader. 

Since  the  finifhing  hereof,  I  had  occafion  to  fee  and 

obferve  the  manners  and  conditions  of  the  French  Nati- 
on^  boththofeof  the  Romijh,  and  of  the  Reformed  Reli- 
gion 3  and  my  fpeciall  care  was ,  to  underftand  what 
ienfe  they  had  of  the  prefent  differences  in  our  Church 
and  Nation-,  which  truly  to  remember,  is  but  to  renew 
that  gricfe  I  had  inobferving.  In  briefe,  they  both  con- 
joyntlv  rejoyced  at  our  follies,  and  fas  appeared  to  mc^ 
defired  our  ruine :  And  this  did  chiefly  occafion  the  wri- 
ting my  Pojt-fcript, which  was  done  the  laft  Spring,at  my 
returne  into  the  hither  parts  of  that  Kingdome,  where  I 
underftood  alio  of  His  Majefties  reftrained  condition  at 
Holdenby. 

About  the  time  of  his  deliverance  from  that  place,  by 
Gods  dire&ion  and  merciful  prote&ionj  came  back  fare 
into  England  •  but  fancying  the  feafon  to  be  then  part, 
for  publication  of  my  Book,  in  regard  of  thofc  great  al- 
terations which  had  happened  iince  its  firft  compofall  : 
andwithall,  fomehopefull  reafons  offering  themfelves 
to  my  thoughts  at  my  firft  arrivall,made  me  conceive  it 
would  not  be  fo  ncedf  till.  Therefore  I  refolved  to  lay  it 
afide.  But  after  fome  moneths  expe&ance  (thofe  new 
hopes  being  likely  to  prove  tympanous^  I  was  foliciced 
by  fome  friends  from  the  fartheft  part  of  the  Kingdome, 
to  put  it  to  the  Preffe :  now  I  was  in  a  place  where  the 
fame  might  be  done  *  who  alfo  informed  me  that  (in 
their  apprehenfions)  vulgar  hearts  wanted  fatisfa&ion  in 
nothing  concerning  the  Kings  integrity,  but  only  in  the 
matter  of  thofe  Letters,  which  did  ftillfcruple  many  of 
them.  Wherefore  they  conjured  me,  (if  I  rendred  His 
Majefties  Honour  indeed )  that  I  fhould  give  the  world  a 
fpeedy  view,  of  what  I  had  writ  to  that  particular. 

Thefe Arguments  eafily  prevailed  with  a  willing  mind, 
which  was  encouraged  farther  by  that  free  liberty  which 


To  the  Reader. 

I  favv  daily  ufed  by  others,  in  writing  &  fpcaking  againft 
thofe  fins  and  finners,which  this  Book  reproveth-,though 
•  to  my  griefe  withall  I  favv  in  many  Papers  wickedncflc 
rather  feoffed  at,then  purfued  with  fiich  grave  and  home 
rebukes  as  the  cafe  requireth :  and  fin  thereby  I  percei- 
ved was  rather  made  a  matter  of  laughter ,then  of forrorv, 
even  to  the  moft  guilty,  ("through  that  impudence  which 
is  in  them  i)  and  yet  I  doubt  not  too  but  ingenious  laflies 
are  fufficicntly  diftaftfull  to  galled  fpirits,  becaufe  there 
is  truth  as  well  as  wit  in  them  •  they  haply  may  be  as 
rods  to  rotten  hearts,  but  Gods  Word  if  clofely  apply- 
ed,  (as  I  hope  in  fome  meafure  tis  in  this  Book  done ) 
will  prove  unto  them  as  a  very  Scorpion  •  if  thofe  make 
t\\cm  hifle  andjpit,  this  will  make  them  even  rage  and 
roare^  for  the  more  Divinity  aproofe  carryes  with  it 
or  in  it,  the  more  tormentfull  it  is  alwayes  unto  i  he  wic- 
ked. Sic  fcriptum  efi  may  haply  filence  Satan,  but  tis  not 
alwayes  fo  powerfull  upon  the  fpirits  of  proud  men.The 
Pharifees  were  fo  far  from  being  quieted  by  Chrifts  do- 
ctrine, that  they  grew  more  inraged^  and  were  incenfed 
thereby  tofeekhis  ruine,  and  had  no  reft  till  they  had 
procured  it,though  they  got  none  by  it.  And  let  any  one 
pra&ice  Chrift,  or  follow  him  in  his  way  asclofe  as  he 
can,  he  lball  ( doubtleffej  meet  with  thofe  that  will  pra- 
ctice the  Pharifees ,  and  follow  them  a  great  deale 
clofer. 

It  was  in  my  thoughts  CI  confeflc")  to  have  concealed 
my  name,  as  you  may  fee  in  the  following  Preface,  and 
for  what  reafons :  but  I  have  altered  my  rcfolution  con- 
cerning that  particular,  from  thefc  confederations. 

Firft,  if  I  had  not  owned  my  work,  I  had  done  that 
which  I  diflike,  and  incurr'd  the  blame  which  I  objc6t 
to  othersjl  had  hazarded  my  Book  to  be  entitled  a  Libcty 
and  expofed  my  feife  to  be  reckoned  in  the  number  of 

A  3  night- 
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night-birds  that  love  darkneflc :  yea,  I  had  receded  from 
my  former  felf:for  when  the  King  was  in  a  condition  vi- 
fibly  Potent,  I  prefixtmynametoall  I  writ-,  and  if  I 
fhould  forbeare  to  do  fo  now,  I  Ihould  appeare  as  fain  in 
my  zeal,  and  abated  in  my  dutifull  affe&ions ,  by  the  in- 
creafes  of  his  Affli&ions.  I  read  of  Nicodemtts  ,  who 
affecting  fecrcfie  while  Jcfus  was  at  liberty,  came  to  him 
by  night-,  but  when  he  was  in  reftraint,hc  thought  it  his 
duty  to  difcQver  himfelf  in  his  behalf  ,  and  fo  he  did 
more  then  ever  :  All  Scripture  is  written  for  our  learning. 

Secondly,  I  held  my  felf  bound  to  atteft  my  Keepings 
as  I  had  done  my  T aking  the  Proteftation^  and  that  was, 
by  writing  my  name.  For  this,  my  Book  is  nothing  elfe 
but  the  difcharge  of  my  Confcience  and  Duty  in  that  re- 
aped: Herein  I  have  (according  to  the  very  Letter  of  it  J 
wtth  my  fower  mai?itawed  and  defended^  i .  The  true  Re- 
formed P  rot  eft  ant  Religion  expreffedin  the  Dottrine  of  the 
Church  of  England  againft  Pop  if})  Tenents  ,  and  Innovati- 
ons: 2 .  His  (Jllajefttes  Royal  Per  Jon ,  Honour  axd  Bftatey 
according  to  mine  Allegiance  :  And  3.  The  Power  and 
Priviledges  of  Parliament ,  together  wtth  the  true  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  the  Subject  :  Yea,  I  have  here  endea- 
voured with  all  faithfulneffe,  to  vindicate  the  Dignitie 
of  that  High  and  Supreme  Court,  from  the  fcandall  of 
Rebellion,  Oppreffion,  Injuftice  and  other  evils,  which 
to  its  great  difgrace  have  been  pradifed  under  its  vene- 
rable Name,and  thereby  (fo  much  as  in  me  lieth^  I  have 
freed  it  from  the  merit  of  that  Odium  which  is  wrought 
inPeoples  hearts  againft  it :  For  indeed  the  very  name  of 
Parliament  is  grown  more  hatefull  to  many  of  the  vul- 
gar (through  their  ignorance  J  then  ever  that  of  Starre- 
Chamber^  or  Higb-Comrnifsion  was  :  and  they  wifh  and 
pray  ^through  their  folly )  that  the  fame  may  be  quite 
abolifhed  as  thofe  others  are.  I  have  alfo  herein  oppofed 

and 
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and  endeavoured  to  bring  (by  difcovering  their  wickcd- 
neffe)  to  condigne funijhment  thofe  evill  workers,  who  by 
Force^  Practice,  Councels^  Plots,- Confp/racies,  and  every 
ether  way  have  done  things  contrary  to  all  thofe  things  m 
the  faid  Protefiation  contained :  All  which  I  prom/fed  and 
vowed  to  do,  in  a  law  full  way,  (which  is  that  of  my  Cal- 
lings even  with  the  hazard  of  my  life  as  well  as  of  mine 
ejlate  ( which  is  loft  already  )  and  this  my  Confciencc 
fayes  I  fliall  not  fully  do,  unlefTe  I  publickly  own  my 
doings  by  prefixing  my  name  unto  them. 

Thirdly,  I  confidered  with  my  felf,that  by  concealing 
my  name, I  fliould  feem  (in  a  fort )  to  be  afliamcd  of  that 
Truth  which  I  profeffe  to  maintain,and  of  following  my 
Mafter  Chrift,  in  his  way  of  detecting  Hypocrites,  and 
wicked  men:  He  faith  of  himfelf,  that  in  fecret  he  had 
ffoke  nothings  that  is,  He  was  no  back:biter,no  whifperer 
againft  any  in  private  corners.  Hefpake  openly  againft 
mens  evill  doings,  and  was  never  atliamed  to  acknow- 
ledge his  own  Do&rines ;  And  he  hath  faid  too,  that  j 
cannot  be  his  Difciple,  that  is,  approved  indeed,unle(Te  I 
follow  bim,vi%j'm  his  very  way,doing  his  work  after  his 
very  manner-,  though  I  meet  with  his  Crojfe  in  the  doing 
of  it,  which  alfo  Imuftta&r  a^chearfully  after  his  ex- 
ample, be  it  with  the  lofTe  of  my  life  it  felfe^  He  loft  his 
before  me. 

Fourthly ,  I  confidered  that  my  Book  is  likely  to 
prove  more  ferviceable  by  mine  open  acknowledgement 
of  it-,  the  writings  of  that  couragious  and  learned  Judge, 
Mafter  David  Jenkins,  are  believed  to  have  done  the 
more  good  by  the  fetting  his  name  unto  them:  nor  did 
I  think  it  comely  that  any  man  fliould  appeare  more  rc- 
folute  for  the  Law  of  the  Land,  then  the  Minifters  of 
Chrift  are  for  the  Law  of  their  God, 

For  mine  own  pan  I  am  fure  I  fliould  fliew  my  fclfe 

moft 
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nioft  ftrarigely  ungratef  ull  to  the  Almighty  \  and  di- 
ftruftfiill  of  him,  rafter  fo  large  an  experience  as  I  have 
had  of  his  mercy  and  goodneile)  if  any  feare  of  danger, 
fhould  make  me  upon  this  occafionobfeure  my  felf.  My 
former  Books  (though  plain,)  ( by  his  gracious  bleffing). 
were  not  unfruitfull  among  many  of  my  Countrymen, 
unto  whom  my  name  (as  of  late  I  perceive)  is  not  fo  di- 
ftaftefull,  that  I  fhould  think  them  unwilling  to  fee  it  in 
print  againrand  from  any  hurt  by  thofe  that  took  offence 
at  them,my  God  hath  hitherto  proteded  me  5  as  he  hath 
often  done  (praifed  be  his  Name)  from  the  mifchiefs  (of 
being  beaten  and  piddled")  often  threatned  by  fome  of 
the  prophaner  fort  of  our  Cavalleers,for  my  free  preach- 
ing againft  their  blafphemy  and  diffoluteneffe,  their  felf- 
feeking,  luft-pleafing,  and  King-negle&ing  bafeneffe. 
Now  after  Davids  way  of  arguing-  He  that  delivered 
me  from  the  Lion  and  the  Beare,  can  alfo,  ej?c.  He  is  the 
fame  God  frill,  if  I  can  but  believe.  He  can,  yea  and  will 
preferve  in  the  midft  of  danger  :  wherefore  though  it  was 
once  in  my  mind  ( vi^  when  I  was  at  a  great  diftance) 
both  to  conceale  my  name,  and  alfo  to  keep  out  of  their 
reach,(as  may  appear  by  that  paffage  page  275  .^yet  now 
being  returned  amongft  them,!  have  for  thefe  reafons  al- 
tered my  refolution  in  that  particular. 

And  again,  befide  thefe  Reafons,  I  had  in  my  heart  alio 
thefe  Reafonrngs  :  What  if  I  dofuffer  <  is  it  not  for  a 
KingS  gracious  Kings  to  whom  I  have  fworn  Allegiance 
and  under  whofe  Protection  I  have  laboured  in  Gods 
Vineyaidc'Is  it  not  for  2,Church^ mother-Church, \\\2it  ad- 
mitted me  firft  Chrifts  Member,  and  afterwards  Chrifts 
Mini  ft  cr  ?  is  it  not  for  keeping  the  Proteftationjhzt  Pro- 
teftation  tendred  to  me  by  the  Parliament^  when  it  was  a 
Parliament  *  is  it  not  for  difcharging  my  Confctence  and 
office  i  for telling  people  of  their  fins  according  to  Gods 

Com- 
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Command  t)  for  detecting  Hypocrites  after  Chrifts  owrt  i 
example?  and  fliall  I  by  fufferingfor  the  fame  do  any 
other,  then  with  Stmon  of  Cyrcne  help  my  Saviour  bear 
his  Crofle  ?  Have  I  yet  related  unto  blond  as  many  be- 
fore me  have  done  ?  Ought  I  not  10  be  willing  to  lofc; 
life  it  fclf  for  my  Brethren,  to  redeem  them  irorn  the. 
wayes  of  finne  and  errour  i  May  not  haply  this  their  re- 
demption bceffeded  fooner  by  fuffering,then  by  preach- 
ing? Is  not  mycxclufion  and  debarment  from  an  ap-. 
pointed  place  to  preach  in5a  kind  of  a  call  or  letting  r  lu'e 
to  fufferings? Could  Saint  /Whave  wilhed  himfelf  evea 
feparatefrom  Chrift,  if  on  that  condition  he  might  have 
united  his  Countrymen  unto  him,  and  fhould  not  I  l  e 
willing  to  go  to  Chrift  for  the  gaining  of  mine  ?  Am  I 
not  Chrifts  own  to  be  difpofed  of  for  his  fervice  ?  Did; 
not  he  buy  me  for  that  end  i  Did  not  he  honour  rac 
with  the  dignity  of  being  one  of  his  Minifters  of  purpoie 
that  I  fhould  bear  witnelfe  of  his  Truth  ?  is  it  any  new 
thing  to  fuffer  for  the  fake  of  that  ?  Shall  I  vifthereun.o 
called )  be  the  firft  that  have  atteftedthe  fame  unto  the 
world  ?  Befide,  what  advantage  will  the  Adverfarics  get 
to  themfelves  by  being  cruel  to  aie?Shal  ihey  not  rather 
confirm  thereby  to  the  world  what  I  have  written  of 
their  conditions?  Nay,  (hall  not  thofewhom  1  have  de- 
tected onely  in  the  .generall,  by  their  being  angry  at; 
me ,  expofe  themfelves  to  be  known  farttculatim  & 
nomimum^  aad  fliall  hey  any  whit  ftrengthen  their 
Dominion  by  my  ruine  ?  Shall  tliey  not  rarher  ha^en 
their  own  thereby  ?  Was  not  the  reigne  oi  the  Po- 
pifh  Bifhops  here  in  £ueen  iflfarits  dsyesthe  fooner 
at  its  period  (in  the  judgements  of  allmen   for  t'  vx 
perfecutingthofe  Reverend  Bilhopsand  Minifters^  who 
oppofed their  finnefull  wayes,and  tcaledwhi  t;  e  rb' 
tnat  Doctrine  and  tyfurgte ,  which  is  now  a  p   •  • 

B  do 
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down  in  this  Kingdome  f  Thefe  and  fucfi  like  alfo  were 
the  reafonings  of  my  fpirit,  concerning  this  matter  of 
prefixing  my  name^  to  this  Vindication. 

But  perhaps  fome  of  you  will  fay,^  quidferditithac^ 
what  needs  all  this  wafte  of  words  t  Times  are  not  now 
as  they  have  been.  Many  of  the  Presbyterian  h&ion^vx 
whom  the  fpirit  of  cruelty  is  moft  natural! \  and  who  ru- 
led the  Roft  when  moft  of  thefe  villanies  were  a&ed> 
which  your  Book  reprovcth,  are  either  runneaway,  or 
turned  the  other  way:  for  the  UWititia  (now  moft  in  the 
others  hands)  hath  proved  a  ftronger  Argument  with 
their  Confeiences,then  their  Covenant:  &  therefore  there 
is  no  caufe  to  fear  perfecution,  for  a  difcharge  of  duty  : 
And  befides,  thefe  are  times  wherein  every  one  may 
fpeak  and  practice  as  himfelf  pleafeth,  nor  can  any  be 
imagined  fo  vile  as  to  permit  all  that  will-,to  write  againft 
that  King  whom  God  hath  commanded  to  Honour5and 
that  Church  which  baptized  and  taught  us  all  the 
knowledge  of  God  we  have,  and  be  offended  onely  at 
thofe  that  write  in  their  behalf:  Shall  we  think  that  men 
have  leave  in  thefe  Reforming  times  to  be  any  thing  but 
true  P  rot  eft  ants,  and  to  do  any  thing  but  tbteir  duties  i 
away,  away  with  all  Panick  fears. 

To  this  I  Anfwcr :  i .  There  is  a  Leaven  of  that  proud 
and  fower  FaBion  yet  remaining.  2 .  There  is  a  Genera- 
tion of  K^fofiate  Priefis^  too  much  in  favour  with  men. 
of  Power:  and  thefe  are  mifchievous  men,  who  having 
theftifelvcs  betrayed  the  Truth,  cannot  abide  that  any 
fhould  appear  for  it  5  they  have  hitherto  been  the  chief 
movers  to  perfecution,  for  thofe  Greater  perfons  would 
never  (doubtlefle)  have  defiled  themfelves  withfuch 
a&ions,  ascafting  GodsMinifters  out  of  their  Poffefli- 
ons,  if  fome  of  thefe  little  Sat  an  shad  not  flood  at  their 
right  hands  to  tempt  them^  provoke  them.  Now  thefe 
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perfons ,  (Specially  thofe  of  mine  old  acquaintance) 
do  cry  nothing  but  hangings  banging  againft  me,  (for  I 
believe,  their  fight  of  me  puts  diem  in  mind  of  their 
own  Apoftacy,  from  that  way  of  Chrift,  wherein  for- 
merly they  walked  with  me)  they  have  confidently  faid 
it,  that  the  Parliament  would  bang  me  :  And  why  K  Be- 
caufe  I  was  one  (among  many  others)  that  had  proved 
this  unnaturall  Wante  to  beunlawfull  by  Gods  Word, 
and  had  V indicated  facred SerJfture  from  thofe  falfe  and 
pervcrfc  glofles,which  for  ill  purpofes  were  put  upon  it : 
And  thefc  Prophets  ( that  in  this  particular  at  leaft 
themfclves  may  appear  true)  will  do  their  beft  I  beleevc 
with  the  ^Members  of  both  Houfes  ,  to  make  good 
the  word  which  they  have  fpoken  for  thofe  Lords  and 
Gentlemen  whom  they  relate  unto  (if  they  can  prevaile 
i^ith  them)  fhall  be  all  conditioned  like  Dionifim  the  Ti- 
*ant  of  Sjracufc  who  fent  Phdoxenus  to  the  gallows,  be- 
caufe  he  would  not  flatter  him.  But  as  the  Prophet  faid, 
fo  fay  I  K^Asfor  me^  behold  I  am  in  their  bands ,  let  them']tv.i6.  14, 
do  votth  me  as  fecmetb  meet good  unto  tbemfac.  It  hath  1  j  • 
been  mine  endeavour  this  feaven  years  day,  and  my  ufu- 
all  Prayer,  that  I  may  be  able  to  conclude  as  M.  Brad- 
fordthe  Martyr  did  concerning  thofe  that  had  power 
over  him  :  vttL  Iftheyfball  imfrifon  mey  He  thanke  them- 
If  they  fl>all  burn  me,  lie  thank  them  •  If  they  pall  banijl) 
me,  lie  thanke  them  but  if  they  fhall  give  me  leave  to 
f  reach  the  Gojpell^  Tie  thank  them  more  :  and  I  promife 
them  withall  by  Gods  grace,  to  be  a  daily  Petitioner 
for  their  Convtrfion,  and  for  the  pardon  of  their  fins. 
And  for  my  kind  Brethren,  I  wilkin  requitall)  remem- 
ber them  of  their  deftiny  :  they  may  reade  it  themfelves 
in  I  fay  9. 1 5 .  The  Prof  bet  that  teacheth  lies  is  the  tail :  So 
in  ^/.2.8.9.The  Lord  fpeaking  to  fomc  of  their  ftamp, 
faith,  Becaufe  ye  have  defatted  out  of  the  my^  and  caused 
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my  People  to  fumble,  therefore  Jlemake  yokihemoji  i/i£t* 
baje  ^contemptible  among  them.Ycz^l  doubt  not  c'relong 
but  by  moft  men  theyl  be  fo  reputed,  ("however  of  late 
they  have  been  honoured:)and  juftly  indeed  do  they  me- 
Rev.  12. 3.  rit  to  be  the  tail  of  the  people^  for  making  themfelves  to  be 
the  taylof  the  Dragon :  which  they  have  manifeftly  done 
by  their  cajling  down  the  Stars  from  Heaven^  the  Ortho- 
dox Minifters  out  of  Chrifts  Church  :  But  when  this 
their  day  of  contempt  is  come,  and  they  are  aflaulted  (as 
that  Popifh  Doftor  Bourn  was  in  Queen  CManes  dayes ) 
even  in  the  Pulpit,  from  whence  they  have  vented  their 
lies  and  blafphemies,  ( as  to  this  it  will  come: )  I  hope  (if 
1  live  to  fee  it  J  I  ihall  have  grace  to  approve  my  felfe  to 
them,asMaftcr  ^^jv/did  to  him  3  and  help  to  con- 
duft  them  away  in  fafcty  from  vulgar  rage, &rperfwade 
the  people  to  reft  quiet  \  (for  thus  it  becomes  the  trye 
Goipel.^  No  difaffe&ion  have  I  now  (as  God  knows)  un- 
to their  perfons,  though  I  profeffe  my  felfe  a  perfect  ene- 
my to  their  courfes. 

But  now  ( good  Readers')  to  leave  them,  there  remains 
onely  two  requefts  which  I  make  to  you. 

The  firft  is  this,  That  you  would  not  thin1:  amiffe  of 
theme  ft  High  and  Honourable  Court  of  Parliament, 
for  thoie  evils  that  are  done  in  theie  daies  under  its  name*, 
and  if  any  iuggeft  that  fuch  or  fuch  paflaoes  in  this  my 
Book  are  againft  the  fame,believe  them  not5for  I  profefle 
unto  you,  I  neither  do  nor  dare  think  the  fupremc  Court 
ofjuftice  in  this  Kingdomc  to  be  all  one  withfinne,  or 
that  OpprefTion,  Sacriledge,  Rebellion,  Popery,  and 
rhofe  other  Evils,  which  I  inveigh  againft,  are  the  Ani- 
ons of  that 5  when  God  /hall  pleafc  to  reftore  unto  us  a 
true  Parliament^  you  lhall  fee  all  theie  things  amended  $ 
and  the  Authours  of  them  feverely  punifhed  :  Have  ftill 
therefore  a  Reverend  efteem  of  Parliaments. 
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Secondly,  I  defire  that  you  would  not  conceive  any 
bittcrncfle  in  me  or  in  my  Book,  againft  the  perfons  of 
thofe  men  that  now  are  called  the  Parliament  ( as  perhaps 
fome  may  fancy,  becaufc  my  ufage  hath  not  been  good) 
for  I  profefle  here  alio  unto  you,  that  I  do  not  apprehend 
my  fclf,  Un  refpeft  of  my  fclf j  to  have  any  true  caufc  of 
hate  towards  them:  I  thank  God  lean  fay  to  them  as 
the  Apoftle  to  his  Galathians,  7  on  have  not  hurt  me  at  all : 
Nay,rather  I  hope  they  have  been  the  means  to  make  me 
(in  fome  fort)  a  better  Chriftian. 

The  Caufes  of  my  fufferingsfas  I  learned  at  firft  from 
fome  of  themfelves)  were  thefe  foure:  I  hinted  them 
indeed  to  the  world  before  in  my  *  Loyall  Subjects  Belief,  +  ^ 
and  referre  them  now  to  your  judgements,  whether  they  caj|cd 
may  not  occafion  comfort  and  rejoycing  in  me,  yea  and  ccc^  I( 
love  too  towards  them,  rather  then  hatred  or  ill  affe- 
ctions. 

The  firft  was  (as  I  was  then  told )  becaufe  I  was-  an  ho- 
ncjl  man  $  and  thereby  did  more  hurt  to  their  Cauje  (  being 
oppofire  to  ityn  the  Country  where  I  was  known,  then  an 
hundred  knaves :  what  greater  Honour  could  they  do  me, 
then  by  affording  this  Teftimony  of  me  i  This  rea- 
fon  I  confeife  from  their  mouths  was  apprehended  by 
me  as  a  timely  intimation  and  call  from  God,  to  doe 
their  caufe  from  thence^  forth  what  hurt  I  could,  which 
/  by  his  power  )  I  have  fince  endeavoured  ,  and  (,by 
his  grace ;  fliall  continue  fo  to  doe  unto  my  lives  endj 

The  fecond  was,  Becaufe  I  had  p reached  the  Truth, 
which  (the  <JM ember  faid )  w*s  not  to  be  Jpoken  at  all 
times  ;  no  not  by  thofe  intru  fled  with  it  of  God,  though  al- 
fo  a  Divine  Truth,  and  in  danger  to  be  lofl%  What  an  high 
Dignkie  alfo  was  this  to  me ,  to  be  ranked  thus  a- 
Eiong  Chrifts  Difciples ,  and  thought  worthy  to  fuf- 
fer  (as  the  Apoftlcs  did)  for  the  Truth  of  God^ 
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The  third  was ,  Becaufe  I  was  for  the  King :  And 
what  are  ray  fufferings  for  this  Reafon,  but  a  publick 
Proclamation  in  my  behalf,  that  I  am  a  good  Subjeff^znd 
one  of  thofe  few,  among  many,  that  have  obtained  mer- 
cy  of  God  to  befaithfuH. 

The  fourth  was,  Becaufe  I  would not  preach  to  promote 
the  wane.  Now  what  fuller  manifestation  could  they 
make  of  my  being  Pbrftpatri* ,  a  lover  of  my  Country- 
and  a  tr«e  Minifter  of  Chrift  the  Prince  of  Peaec  then 
by  their  taking  from  me  what  I  had  •  becaufe  1  would 
not  be  tempted  to  doe  a  thing  deftru&ive  to  my  Nati- 
on, and  mif-becoming  the  Gofpel  i  yea,  and  more  then 
this,themfelves  of  late  have  punilhed  diverfe*  perfons 

ap  to  anw  fotnot  :feeing  (like  me)  of  fuch  conditions. 

Wan-e.  ^nc*  c^us  ^Chriftian  Readers)  having  feen  the  Rea- 

fons  of  my  fufferings,  I  beleeve  you  will  judge  fas  I  do) 
that  I  have  no  particular  caufe  of  hatred  againft  thefe 
men,  who  have  been  (as  I  take  it )  but  Gods  Inflrurnents 
to  give  a  good  tcftimony  of  me  unto  the  World  : 
wherefore  (Ibefeech  you  all)  mrftake  me  not  in  your 
reading  my  Book  ;  fancy  not  fbms  under  a  notion  of 
bwerneffe,  which  may  be  called  Gratitude  rather  : 
my  endeavours  arc,  to  bring  them  back  out  of  dark- 
neffe  into  Light^  from  under  the  power  of  Satan  unto 
God:  My  expreffions  to  this  end  (perhaps)  fometimes 
are  fharp  and  home  i  But  I  have  been  a  pra&itioner  in  the 
high  Art  of  Soul-faving  this  twentie  years,  and  by  Gods 
Welling  have  attained  to  fo  much  skill  therein,  that  I 
know  all  finners  are  not  alike,  nor  muft  be  dealt  with  in 
the  fame  way  •  our  Saviour  fpoke  to  the  Scribes  and 
Than  fees  after  another  manner,  then  he  was  wont  to  do 
to  the  Common  people  :  Some  muft  by  violence  be 
plucked  out  of  the  fire. 

Laft  of  all,  I  defire  this  of  you  that  fear  the  Lord  to 
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afford  me  the  Protection  of  your  Prayers:  I  might  re- 
quire you  by  the  Proteftation  you  have  taken,  to  main- 
tain and  defend  me  alfo  other  tvayes^  (as  thereby  you  are 
bound,)  inwhatfoever  I  have  here  faid  or  done,  it  being 
onely  in  furfuance  of  the  f aid  Proteftation^  (which  I  have 
perfixt  to  the  beginning  of  the  Book,  that  with  the  more 
0  cafe  you  may  obferve  and  compare  mine  aims  and  en- 
deavours with  the  words  and  fcopc  therein.)  But  indeed 
your  {implications  to  God,  is  that  onely  which  I  defire, 
for  next  to  faith  in  God,  I  count  the  Prayers  of  the  god- 
ly, thebeft  CMilitia  under  Heaven,  for  prote&ion  and 
prefcrvation  ^  and  fo  the  Lord  of  Life  and  Spirit  reft  up- 
on you,  and  dwell  in  you  for  ever. 


Oltoberi*). 

Your  Brother  in  Chrift, 

and  Servant  for  his  fake, 
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A  Preface  to  the  Readers ,  fpecially  to  the  Loyall  Sub- 
jects of  England ,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

Chriftian  F  rends, 

A Bout  Jhuly5 1^45«  acertaine  fcanddom  Vam^hlet, 
ent  tided,  The  Kings  Cabinet  opened,  &c.  n?^ 
publjlied  by  certaine  unnatural!  Englfhmen,  and 
d>Jperfed  through  His  Clrajcflies  Dominions  of  Great 
rntaine  W Ireland,  en  purpofe  to  make  Him  difiajlfull 
to  His  owne  people  :  T ea  many  of  the  Copies  weretranfm  t- 
ted  toforraigne  parts ,  to  render  Him  a  Jpccfacle  of  offence 
to  the  whole  world :  one  of  them  (fomemoneths  after  thc-j 
dvulging)  fortuned  into  my  hands  ,  which  when  I  had 
read,  and  with  amazement  confidered,the  reproachful fiyle, 
andmifchievom  fcope  of  the  Authors  therein,  finding  it 
every  way,  (in  regard  of  the  perfons  from  and  of  whom  it 
was)  more  vile  then  Senacherib's  Letter  or  Rabfhckah's 
Tongue  :  I  thought  it  my  duty  firjl  to  fpread  it  before  the 
Lord,  and  then  before  the  world,  in  opening  the  true  na- 
ture o  f  it,  which  I  have  here  done  for  thefe  ends  : 

Firft,  ^vindicate  my  Soveraigns  Name  and  Honour., 
to  which  as  a  Subject  I  am  bound  by  common  Allegeance, 
Oath,  and  Proteftation,   2.  To  warne  you  {my  fellow- 
Subjetfs)  of  the  fnare  laid  to  catch  you  t,  (for  your  fubver- 
fion  as  well  as  the  Kings  defamation  is  aimed  at j  and  to  this 
J  afc engaged,  as  a  Brother,  as  a  Chriftian.  3.  To  detect 
the  virulent  natures,  and  curfed  difpofitions  of  wicked 
men,  which  I  am  obliged to  per forme,  in  refyett  of  mine^j 
.  office  and  calling,  being  one  of  thofe,  whom  Cod  hath  ho- 
noured to  be  a  Seer,  or  Watchman  in  his  Ifrael,  a  Mmifler 
of  his  Church,  \whefe  imployment  is  to  lay  open  Satans  de- 
vices, to  d/fcovcr  Wolves,  to  uncafe  Hypocrites,  according 
to  Chnfts  owne  example  w  the  dayes  of  his  flefh.)  ^yfndto 
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thtfe  I ntay  adde  a  fourth,v\z.  to  juftifie  the  Church  of 
England,  and  true  Proteflant  Religion,  (  whereof  I  am  a 
member  and a  Profeffor^  from  all  allowment  and  appro- 
bation, of  any  fucn  unreverend,  blafphemous,  and  rc- 
proachfull  language,  againft  Soveraine  Majefty,  as  that 
malicious  Pamphlet  is  fluffed  wit  hall. 

Per  adventure  this  work  hath  been  already  done  by  others, 
of  like  relation  with  my  felfe,  who  have  both  confuted  thes 
Li  be  11,  and defended the  King  :  but  their  Piety  is  no  dtf 
charge  to  my  Duty .  I  mufl  therefore  anfwer  my  part  unto 
it  j  J  mufl  alfo  declare  my  opinion  of  it  >,for  indeed  ( as  Eli- 
hu  in  Job  faid)  lam  full  of  matter,  and  the  fpirit  with-  fob  32. 1 8. 
in  me  doth  conftrain  me :  I  took  the  Proteftation  as  well 
as  any,  to  defend  my  Soveraignes  Name  and  Honour 
yea  and  to  oppofe  in  my  way,  all fuch,  as  by  any  means  fhould 
endeavour  to  darken,  and  impeach  the  fame. 

K^ind  let  not  thofe  ferjons  who  flrfl  authorised  that 
Proteftation,  and  afterward  this  Libel,  fancie  to  them- 
f elves,  that  all  men  will  be  induced  by  this  to  break  that, 
(though  too  many  are:)  or  that  God  will  fo  far  neglect  his 
Anointed,  as  not  to  flir  up  fome  {though  of  the  meanefi 
quality,)  who  by  laying  their  actions  to  the  rule  of  Gods 
Word,  fha/l freely  (notwithfianding  their flupendious  great- 
nejfe)  difcover  to  the  world,  the  irregularity  of  their  do- 
ings, in  their  countenancing  fo  vile  a  thing  (as  this  is ) 
again fl  Him,  whom  by  all  Law es  of  God  and  man  they  are 
bound  to  reverence  and  defend :  whereas  difdaine  (at  leafl ) 
and  vexation  Jhall  be  increafed in  them^as  was  in  thofc^j 
Pharifees,  whom  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of  David  was  ec-  -  * 
choedfrom  the  mouthes  of  children  :  nay  as  our  Saviour  > 
upon  that  occafionfaid,  {ho\Ad  fuch  hold  their  peace,  the 
very  ftones  would  cry  out  in  a  cafe  of  this  nature.  <Jds  no 
Decree  to  the  contrary  could  make  all  men  abflaine  from 
confe fling  Chrifl  -,fono  threats  or  feares  Jha/l  reflraine  all 
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perfons from  adhering  to  their  Sovcraigne  5  and  flanding 
up  in  his  behalfe  again  (I  Calumnie. 
Rcm.$.j.  For  a  good  man  fome  will  even  dare  to  die,  (fact 
the  Apojlle)  and  for  a  good  King  fhall  not  jome  alwayes 
dare  to  fpeak  ?  'T is  true,  He  is  in  a  low  condition  at  the 
prefentfiut  muft  our  ^illeageance  therefore  heatfo  low  an 
*  cbbe5^  to  fujfer  Him  with  file  nee  to  be  blafphemed?  He  is 
in  His  Agony,  ought  we  therefore  to  fleef??  upon  hi*  Croffe, 
flwuld  we  therefore  leave  him?  True  love  alwayes  fiareth 
wnh  its  object,  and  appear  eth  mo  fin  a  forme ;  Jofephs 
of  Avemathca  did fo:  Cbrifl  fiewed  his  love  to  us  ,  when 

Horn    6      we  'iac*  yet  no  ^tmSzK      f^e  -dpo/lle.)  Ought  not  we 
therefore  to  fhew  curs  to  our  King,  when  His  flrength  is 
gone? Hew  elfe  (lull  we  approve  our  f elves  drifts  mem- 
*Orcham.  or  bers?It  was  the  fpeech  of  *  one  to  his  Prince ,at  the  dawning 
a*  fome  fay,  ofthe  Gofpels  light  from  the  mifts  of  Popery  fin  me  gladio, 
Luther.       &  ego  te  calamo  ;  and fhall  we  that  have  feen  the  bright 
day ,  be  able  to  fay  no  more  ?  furely  it  becomes  us  rather  to 
fay  in  this  manner  5  Although  You  {Deare  S  overaigncs) 
are  not  able  with  Your  Sword  to  defend  us,yet  we  muft 
and  will  with  our  pens,  to  the  danger  of  our  lives  ,  de- 
rjoh^it*  fend  You  .•  we  fliould  be  ready  to  laydowne  our  lives 
for  our  Brethren,  ( as  Saint  John  tels  us)  much ■  more  then 
to  hazard  them,  for  the  fake  <f  our  Publike  Father.'  Let 
this  fervent  ojuflife  my  felfe,  in  this  my  performance  of 
duty,  againfl  fuch  as  think  (in  regard  of  my  meanneffc^ ) 
that  I  take  too  much  upon  me  \  andalfo  to  Anfwer  fuch  Poli- 
tique friends?  as  are  apt  to  dtffwade  loyall  affections,  from 
difcoveringthemfelves  this  way  y  till  the  Kmg  be  again  in 
d  rifng  condition. 

Now  if  any  in  their  reading  this  my  Vindication,  flyaU 
conceive  me  too  f\urp  fometimes  and  plain,  in  my  freaking 
of  thofe  againfl  whom  I  write  :  I  defire  fitch  before  they 
cenfure to  remember,  That  tis  the  dignity  ofthe  Highcft 
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and moft  Sacred  P erf  on  under  Heaven  th.it  I  defend  t  And 

is  there  not  acaufetobe^alons  again  (I  them,  who  hdv&j 

defamed  and  reviled  him  ?  Wherefore  fhould  fuch  dead  1  Sam*i6*  9. 

dogs  {dead  in  trejpafl'es  and  fins)  curfe  my  Lord  the  King, 

and  I,  even  contemptible  I5not  be  moved  with  the  fame? 

k^A  Pol.titian  may  haply  fptdkfrom  his  braine,  about  the_j 

Honour  and  Duty  belonging  to  a  King,  without  any  touch, 

or  fenfe  of  heart :  but  I  am  a  plaine  man,  and  cannot  write 

coldly,  or  without  affection,  about  things  I  hold  deare  and 

free  to  us. 

Jgaine,  idefire  fuch  before  they  judge  to  confider  alfo  the 
condition  of  that  fa&ion  agdinji  whom  I  write  :  they  are  a 
generation  of  people  that  have  done  more  d/fgrace  and 
wrong  to  C'hri(rs  Gofpel/Zw  ever  was  offered fince  Chrijls 
time  :  Never  did  dny  in  fo port  a  (pace  afcend  to  that  Zc- 
nith  of  Dittany,  as  they  have  done,  "or  pretend  more  godli- 
nejfe,  with  f/tfpradtice  offo  much  wickedneffe.  The  Papifls 
in  3.  or  400. yeeres  were  never  able  to  reach  that  f up er la- 
five  pitch  of difimulation,  hypocrifie^  pride,  and  cruelty,  as 
thefe  have  done  in  ^.or  4.  Thefe  are  the  men  that  werc-j 
wont  to  brag,  that  Never  any  Puritan  was  knowne  to  be 
in  any  Treafon,  but  Bifhops  alwayes  :  fo  Layton  affirms 
(if  we  will  beleeve  him)  in  his  Sions  Plea.  But  were  it  fo, 
the  Scene  (we  are  fur  e)  is  now  quite  altered  by  t hemj elves- 
fort he  grandefl  Treafon  and  Rebellion  that  ever  was  ,  is 
now  in  action  upon  the  Stage  of  the  world,  wherein  are  act- 
ing  all  the  Puritans,  and  woBifhops.  He  then,  and  thes 
Sme&ymrtifrs  fince,  andVrm  after  them,  took  great  pains 
with  much  (pleen  to  reckon  up  many  fever  all  actions  in  feve- 
rall  Ages,  wherein  Prelates  had  been  ?n  cleft  fill  to  the  Prin-  • 
ces  of  our  Land :  and  the  world  (  fippofngthey  did  the^ 
fame,  in  d  (like  and  hatred  of  P.ebelli  on)  di  d  commend  their 
T^eale  info  doing  •  but  now  it  appeares {from  what  hath  fol- 
lowed upon  the  fame )  that  they  did'it  rather  to  another  ends 
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namely,  to  fet  forth  the  better  their  owne  dexterity,  in  a 
thwgjflike  nature,  to  fiew  that  their  owne  faction  Kwhen 
they  Jet to  it)  could doe  more  in  one  Act  and  Age,  then  all 
thofe  others  had  done  in  many.  Wherefore  if  their  Gall 
then  againft  Bifhops  was  accounted  Godlinefle  5  /  depress 
that  my  tartnefle  now  againft  themfelves,  for  going  deeper 
in  the  fame  condemned  paths,  may  not  be  accounted bitter- 
neflTe.  God  knows  my  foule  is  grieved  at  thofe  very  thoughts 
which  arife  in  me  fometime  againft  many  of  thefe  men, 
(once  my  deare  and  intimate  acquaintance)  and  were  1  not 
forced  in  this  manner,  to  dfclofe  their  unchriftian  wares, 
from  meere  necefity,  in  defence  of  impugned  truth  .  and  to 
wame  the  world^  to  avoid  the  contagion  of  feducement  h  I 
fhould not  take  that  courfe  in  describing  them,  which  I  con- 
fejfe  is  rather  more  excufable  where  it  cannot ,then  common- 
ly where  it  can  be  feared. 

Furthermore,  if  any  (hall  conceive  that  my  exprefions 
are  not  fo  reflective  ( as  they  think  is  meet)  towards  thofe^j 
now  above-board  called  the  Parliament,  {who  are  theHeads 
of  this  diftoyall Faction:)  I defire  fuch  to  obferve  me  well, 
that  I f^eak  riot  againft  any,  as  they  are  Parliament  men, 
or  as  Honourable  in  this  world,  but  onely  as  they  are  Re- 
bels to  the  King^  and  Enemies  to  Chrifts  G  oft  el  :  Nor  doe 
J  apprthend  (as  appear  es  upon  grounds  in  my  dif courfe ) 
thatthey  who  are  guilty  of  thefe  grand  enormities,  are  any 
true  Members  (however  they  reckon  themfelves)  of  that 
high  Court,  which  I  honour  with  my  trueft  affections,  as  the 
very  Palladium  of  the  Kingdome.  But  thofe  whom  I  vent 
my  \eale  againft,  ibeleeve  to  be  perfons  deftgned  of  God, 
for  the  publique  abhorment,  and  fcorn  of  all  men,  even  be- 
cawfe  they  have  (by  this  wicked  Libel)  expofed  the  Lords 
Pfal.22.6.  Anointed  to  be  (as  Chriftwas)  Ludibrium  hominum  & 
opprobrium  populi :  for  whoever  will  doe  the  zfews  work, 
muft  look  to  be  paid  with  the  J>ews  wages  -7  and  therefore  I 
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hold  that  without  offence  to  God,  I  may,  yea  and  I  ought,  to 
fpeak  and  think  of  them  as  I  doe  ^  nor  mujl  I  be  a  rejecter  of 
any,inmyof>pofingfin,butif  I  look  to  dwell  on  Gods  holy 
Hill,  J  mujt  defp/Je  the  vile  horv  great  foever.  Be  fides,  the 
example  of  Chrift  is  my  warrant  in  this  cafe  •  for  be  (a*  a 
Preacher)  did  (peak  again  [I  fuch  like  conditioned  men,  with 
as  much  feverity  of  exprefion,  as  I  have  done.  He  called 
them  vipers^  and  children  of  the  Devil,  though  they  were  fohS.'/tf. 
ef  great  ejleeme,  both  with  themfelves  and  others .  And  tis 
well  knowne  what  manner  of  language  Elias  ufed  to  thc_j 
worfhippers  fl/Baal,-,  and  in  what  method  and  words, among 
ither godly  men,huthcY  in  Germany5Savanarola/#  Italy, 
Philip  Morney  in  France.,  Cyprian  Valcra  in  Spaine^W 
John  Fox  in  England  did  tax  and  difcover  the  corruptions 
cfthe  Papacie  :  Tea  ( as  in  the  Preface  to  the  Book  of  Mar- 
tyrsisfhewne)  God  in  all  Ages  hath  jlirred  up  fomc  to  lay 
optn freely,  to  the  abufed world,  the  hypocrifie  and  v  ill  any 
of  thofe  wolvifh  people  that  bore  fway  in  their  fever  all  gene- 
rations. Nor  will  Ged  fuffer  them  in  thefe  dayes  ,  to  goe 
long  unmasked under  falfejhewes  •  He  will  fir  up  /pints, 
who  in  love  to  his  holy  truth,  and  hatred  of  Jin,  Jlial  defcribe 
them  at  large,  in  their  proper  colours,  yea  andtranfmit 
their  very  names,  as  well  as  their  a&s,  unto  Poflerity,  ( as 
Fox  hath  done  the  Per fecutors  in  i?. Maries  time)  to  their 
eternall  infamie.  For  my  felfe,  I  doe  not  name  any  perfon 
(unleffe  thofe  that  have  named  themfelves  in  Print  already) 
nor  doe  I  (peak  fo  exprejly  of  any  particular^  as  they  in  their 
Libel  doe  of  the  King  :  although  there  is  never  a  villany, 
cruellaM,  orblafphemoas  exprefsion^  quoted  in  this  D if 
courfe,  kut  the  perfons  by  whom  (pake  or  done,  and  thc_^> 
places  where,  might  have  beev  fet  d§wn  punctually  :  But 
my  oppofition  is  not  againfl  (Jllen^  but  Sinne,  which  I  hate 
in  all,  and  in  the  befl  mofl.  J  pray  for  the  per  Jons  of  the 
worfl,  and  I defire  all  men  to  joyne  with  me  tnfo  doing,  for 
thefe  Reafons .  Cz  -F/r/?, 
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Luke  6.2&       Firfty  Chrift  commands  us  to  pray  for  them  that  de- 
lightfully ufe  us .  2.  We  are  Christians,  in  whom  as  the 
fight  of  an  enemies  mifery  muft  awaken  pity,  fo  of  his  finne 
muft  kindle  Prayer.   3.  They  are  our  Countrymen  ,  as 
thofe  Israelites  were  toS.  Paul,  that  thirftedfor  his  blood  • 
therefore  like  him  we  muft  endeavour  their  falvation. 
4.  T hey  have  defervedthis  duty  at  our  hands,  [though  »n- 
aw  ares  unto  themf elves)  for  by  their  ill  uf age  of  its,  they 
have  thrufl  m  farther  under  Gods  wing,  then  we  were  be- 
fore, and  made  us  mere  fenftbly  tofeele  the  heat  of  his  love, 
andtotafte the  comfort  of  his  Providence,  to  be  better  ac- 
quainted with  God,  and  Chrift,  then  ever  perhaps  we  (l)ould 
have  been,  had  we  alwayes  lived at  Peace  in  our  poffefs ions* 
CMany  of  us  had  learned  to  abound  before ,  though  not  to 
want,  but  thefe  have  taught  us  that  too  :  and  to  fee  the  va- 
nity and ftckleneffe  of  earthly  profperity  :  they  have  loo f mi 
&tsr  hearts  much  from  the w or id \  and  made  us  think  of hea- 
ven moreferioufly  -7  and  doth  not  all  this  deferve  our  p  foy- 
ers ?  Nay  and  farther,  God  expects  we  fhould  {as  by  this 
courfe  we  may)  difcover  a  better  Jpirit  to  be  in  us,  then  is  m 
them,  and  that  we  ferve  a  better  £M  after.  i^And  againe^ 
his  Gofbel  being  now  underfoot^  be  looks  that  we  frould  raifc 
up  its  honour  from  the  duft  agatne,  in  praying  for  thefe  ve- 
ry men,  according  to  the  tenour  of  it :  we  have  caufe  to 
fuftetf,  they  have  finned  the  fin  againft  the  holy  Ghoft, 
{at  lea ft  many  of  them: )  but  we  are  not  certaine  thereof , 
andtheref ore  we  are  bound  to  pray  for  them  :  this  is  mine 
exhortation  to  all  men  \  and  the  grounds  of  it^  upon  which  I 
build  mine  owne practice  •  and  let  not  any  think  (notw/th- 
ft  aiding  my  T^eale  againft  mens  fins^  that  I  dare  be  otherwife 
affected  then  thus,  unto  their  perfons. 

Laft  ofalf  if  any  flail  think  me  worthy  of  blame,  for  not 
plainly  exprefmg  mine  own  name,  feeing  that  I  find  fault 
with  the  Authors  of  the  Libel  for  concealing  theirs  :  Let 
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fucb  know,  that  tis  not  becaufe  lam  afljamed o fit,  or  of  my 
%vorke but  my  reafon  is  this  :  lam  an  obfcure  and  meant 
perfon,  and  my  name  can  no  whit  advance  the  credit  of  ?ny 
labours  but  perhaps,  even  debafe  it  rather,  yea,  amongst 
too  ?nany  of  our  owne  fide,  (as  they  are  accounted)  who  ha- 
ving feflied  t  hem f elves  with  the  monies  of  the  King,or  the 
fpodes  of  his  people,  can  wallow  in  luxury,  while  he  is  in 
mifery  5  ana  deride  at  meane  perfonsfor  being  affetted  for 
him.  Be  fides,  the  fubfcribing  my  name,  in  regard  of  my 
low  condition,  is  likely  to  be  more  vexation*  to  the  great 
men,  whom  I  feeme  to  oppofe,  then  perhaps  my  Book  it  felf 
maybe:  for  this  (by  Gods  grace)  may  be  conceived  (as  it 
truly  is )  but  a  defiance  againft  their  ungodly  c our fes .-where- 
as that  may  be  taken  as  a  contemptuous  affront  againfl  their 
very  perfons,  nor  would  I  willingly  incrcafe  fin  or  rage 
in  any.  , 

If  any  defire  to  know  what  I  am,  let  this  fatisjk  :  I  am 
ene  of  thofe  weak  and  defpifed  things,  which  God  fome-  iCor.i.ij, 
times  makes  ufe  of  to  confound  the  Mighty.  ^  Member  28. 
J  am,  and  a  Minifter  of  the  Ancient  and  true  Churchjof 
England:  One  that  equally  hates  Idolatry  and  Superftiti- 
on  in  Gods  Worfhip  and  Service,  ax  I  doe  Indecency  and 
Profanenefle./^  one  that  can  live  under  another  Church- 
Government^  (in  a  State  whereat  is  eflablifhed by  the  Su- 
freame  Magi  ft  rate)  with  more  quietneffe  (I  believe)  then 
they  can  or  will  doe  ,  that  fight  for  an  alteration  in  this 
Kingdome^  although  in  my  ]udgement  1  doe  ,  and  fb  all  pre- 
fer Epifcopal  Government  above  any  other  in  the  world, 
as  being  in  my  confeience  mofi  Scripturall,and  OrthodoxalL 
J  am  one  that  loves  not  to  hear  Calvin  railed  upon,  by  them 
that  never  read  him,  for  I  judge  him  to  have  been  a  great 
inflrument  of  Gods  glory  y  though  ^1  think  him)  not  infalli- 
ble. I  entitle  not  my  felf  unto  him,nor  to  any  man  elfe:I  am 
a  Ckrifiian^  and  that's  my  glory.  I  have  bid  defiance \by 
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Gods  grace)  to  the  worlds  malice ^and  to  the  Devils  works  I 
and  have  manifested  the  fame  again  ft  one  of them  >in  this  my 
Vindication,  which  I  here  commend  to  the  candid  accep- 
tance of  ally  ou^  my  fellow -fub]e  els  ^/England,  Scotland, 
and Ireland,  for  whom  I fray  ^that  you  may  be  all  fitch  {ex- 
cepting in  fins  and  mifertes)  as  my  felfeam^ 

lfK^rof  *  Phil'anax,  *  Philopatris. 

*  4  Lover  of    May  30.1 646. 

hU  Country. 

In  regno  natifumus,  Deo  f>arhe  libertas  efi. 


The  Proteftation ,  Ordered  to  be  generally  taken  3 

Die  UVLerc*  5.  OlfoH  I  6  4  I . 

I A.  B.  4pc  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  Promife,  Vow, 
and  Proteft,  to  maintain  and  defend,  as  far  as  lawfully  I  may, 
with  my  life,  power,and  eftate,  the  true  Reformed  Proteftant  Re- 
ligion, expreflcd  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England,againft 
all  Popery  and  Popifli  Innovations  within  this  Realme,  contrary 
to  the  fame  Doctrine,  and  according  to  the  duty  of  my  Allege- 
ance, His Majefties  Royall  Perfon, Honour,  and  Eftate;  As  alfo 
the  Power  and  Privileges  of  Parliament ;  The  lawfull  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  the  Subject ;  and  every  perfon  that  maketh  this  Pro- 
teftation,  in  whatfoever  he  (hall  doe  in  the  lawfull  purfuance  of 
the  fame.  And  to  my  power,  and  as  far  as  lawfully  I  may,  I  will 
oppofe,  and  by  all  good  wayes  and  meanes  endeavour  to  bring  to 
condigne  punifliment,  all  fnch  as  (hall  either  by  Force ,  Pradice, 
Councels,  Plots,  Conspiracies  or  otherwife,  doe  any  thing  to  the 
contrary  of  any  thing  in  this  prefent  Proteftation  contained.  And 
further,  that  I  fhall  in  all  juft  and  honourable  wayes  indeavour  to 
preferve  the  Union  and  Peace  between  the  three  Kingdoms  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  ;  And  neither  for  hope,  feareyior 
other  refpeft,  (hall  relinquish  this  Promife,  Vow,  and  Protefta- 
tion. 
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A  Loyall  Subjects  duty,  &c. 

S  t  C  T.  I. 

l  of  the  fuppofed  Authors  of  the  Libel/.  2.  Of  the  Au- 
thon^ers  thereof  and  their  Jpecia/l  Order  :  How  ft  the 
fame  jhould  he  recalled :  A  preftdent  propounded  to  that 
purpofe.  3.  A  fcrious  expojlulation  with  them  about  the 
fame^  and  of  their  maintaining  a  bafe fellow  to  deride 
and fcofe  at  their  Soveraigne  in  his  affliction. 

He  firft  thing  obfervable  in  that  difloyall  pam-  $•  x* 
phlet,  isj  the  plurall  manner  of  fpeakingufed 
therein:  Vs9andfree:  Whence  I  gather,  that 
it  was  not  opw  unius,  the  worke  of  one  alone : 
nor  indeed  nad  it  been  poflible/o  much  venome 
and  blafphemy,  fliould  be  vomited  up  againft 
Gods  Anointed,  without  the  concurrence  of  a  whole  Legw. 
Jis  obfervable  in  the  next  place,  that  the  Authors  thereof 
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conceale  their  names ;  but  their  modefty  herein  is  not  to  be  ad- 
mired ;  for  Satan  himfelf  would  have  done  as  much  in  the  fame 
cafe :  He  acting  the  Calumniators  part  againft  his  Soveraigne, 
appeared  to  our  firft  Parents  in  a  ftrange  (nape,  and  concealed 
himfelf  after  thefe  mens  fafhion ;  and  furely  had  this  Book  come 
immediately  from  him,  as  it  doth  from  them,  he  would  have 
bluflied  to  own  it. 

S.  Paul,  S.  Peter,  James,  and  fade,  fending  abroad  into  the 
world  Epiftles  Generall  to  reclaim  the  feduced,  prefixed  their 
names  at  full  length,  (  for  nothing  fell  from  their  pens,  either 
for  form,  or  matter,  but  what  became  the  Gofpel  of  Jefiu,  and 
workmen  that  needed  not  to  be  afhamed.)  But  this  Hidden  Crew 
putting  forth  a  certain  thing  to  a  likepurpofe,  (as  they  pretend ) 
have  not  fet  down  fb  much  as  the  firft  letters  of  their  names, 
S.M.  E.C.  or  the  like,  that  the  feduced  might,  at  lead,  have 
gueffed,  to  whow  they  are  beholding. 

Sed  ex  ungue  Leonem,  the  devill  is  difcerned  by  his  Paw,  and 
the  Pulpit  (alas)  helps  us  too  far  in  our  fearch  after  thefe  men  ; 
thence  we  learn,  who  beares  the  Bell  in  thefe  daies,  for  lying, 
flandering,  and  evill  fpeaking.  'Tis  commonly  obferved  that  few 
can  act  Satan  now  fo  well,  as  fome  of  thofe,  who  formerly  did 
belt  preach  Chrift :  Corruptio  optimi  eft  pefftma ;  Time  was,  when 
none  might,  or  durft  compare  with  them  of  Rome,  for  defaming 
Dignities,  or  Soveraigne  Princes;  witneffe  thofe  books  of  Parfom 
and  S Anders jn  the  dayes  of  Queen  Elizabeth:  buc  were  thofe  two 
now  alive,  they  might  go  to  Schoole  to  our  men,  in  each  of 
whom  farfons  fpirit  is  both  doubled  and  trebled.  And  is  there 
ttOta  reafon?  They  fay,  Thefe  are  times  of  mere  light  and  know- 
ledge :  indeed  they  are,  in  the  art,  and  fcience  of  evill  fpeaking. 

In  thofe  former  dayes  (ofdarkneffe,  as  they  are  now  accoun- 
ted) when  peace,  mercy,  gentlendfe,  and  obedience,  faith  in 
Chrift,  and  conformity  to  his  example,  was  the  fole  fubjed  of 
thefe  mens  dtfcouxfcs  to  the  people ;  themfelves  were  then  but 
poore  frllow6,of  an  underly  condition,  called  and  known  by  the 
contemptible  name  of  Chrift s  Minifters :  but  fince  this  new  light 
(fo  much  talked  on)hath  appeared,an4  difcovered  a  more  gainful 
and  advantageous  way,  they  have  altered  their  feene,  turned  tra- 
£*i^,a&d  venting  flanders  and  rtproachesjhav*  provoked  to  rebel- 
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lion,  warre  and  bloud-  whereby  they  have  purchafed  a  new  name 
unto  themfelves,  (morefutable  indeed  to  their  prefent,  then  to 
their  former  way)  and  are  called,77tf  minifters  of  the  Parliament. 

And  thefc  men,  or  fome  of  them,  (from  the  method,  ftile  and 
matter  of  that  book)  are  conceived  by  many  to  be  the  Authors 
of  it :  which,  if  they  be,  I  require  them  by  that  name  of  fhriftian 
(which  as  yet  they  own)  that  they  (hew  out  of  Chrifts  Gofpell, 
fome  one  precept,  or  allowed  example  (at  leaft)  warranting  any 
to  deal  thus,  with  their  natural!  Liege-Lord,  or  with  any  ordina- 
ry man,  that's  but  a  brother,  as  they  do  with  their  Soveraigne. 

Suppofe  the  faults  here  charged  upon  him,were  reall  and  inhe- 
rent, and  not  by  perverfion  onely,  and  imputation :  yet  where  is 
there  any  Scripture  authorizing  this  their  publication.'  themfelves 
(while  they  were  drifts  minifters)wcrc  not  to  alledgethat  faying 
of  JE/^againft  the  intruders  of  ground  ks  inovations.Ta  the  Law%  Efay  8.20. 
to  the  Teftimony,  ifthej  jpeakjtot  according  to  this^ord$  'tis  hecauft 
there  is  no  light  in  them :  they  muft  give  us  leave  to  conclude  fo 
too,  and  to  fay,  there  is  no  light  in  their  very  felves  now,  if  they  al- 
ledge  neither  Law  nor  Teftimonj  for  this  their  undertaking. 

But  if  thefe  Minifters  were  not  themfcrves  the  Authors  of  ir, 
yet  I  wonder  there  fhould  not  be  one  fparke  of  ancient  love  ftill 
alive  in  fome  of  their  breafts,  towards  Jefas  Chrift  their  old  Ma- 
tter, moving  them  in  his  behalf,  to  vindicate  the  DocTrine  of  his 
Gofpell,  and  publikely  to  declare,  how  far  the  fame  is,  from  al- 
lowing any  to  fpeak  evilly,  or  defamingly  of  the  Ruler  of  a  people. 
When  they  were  on  Chrifts  fide,  I  have  heard  fome  of  them  tax 
Luther  very  fharply  for  unrevernd  fpeeches,  (in  a  certain  Pam- 
phlet) againft  our  Hen.  8.  becaufe  he  was  a  king,  though  not  his 
own ;  for  (faid  they)  fuch  Language  did  not  become  the  GojpeH.  Is 
not  the  Gofpell  ftill  the  fame  ?  yes  furely ;  and  had  thefe  men  but 
been  the  fame  ftill  too,they  could  not  have  feen  fuch  a  Libell  prin- 
ted, and  often  re-printed  at  London ,  in  the  midft  of  them,  with- 
out exprefllng  much  of  their  zeal  againft  it. 

Befide,  did  not  thefe  Parliament  Minifters  (for  that  now  is 
their  beloved  titled  take  the  Protejlation  to  defend  the  Kings  Ho- 
nour ?  Nay,  were  not  they  the  men  that  tendred  it  unto  others  ? 
did  not  they  preach  diverfe  Sermons  at  the  beginning  of  this  Par- 
liament ,  to  perfwade  to  the  taking  of  it  ?  (I  knew  Sone of 
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them  that  preached  a  whole  week  together  to  that  very  purpofc) 
and  did  they  then  only  urge  to  vow,&  not  to  pay fDid  they  then 
intend  ( by  their  example;  onely  to  draw  people  into  Perjurie  ? 
if  not,  it  lies  upon  them,  as  they  will  anfwer  unto  God,  (before 
whom  they  did  proteft,)  for  thofe  mens  fouls  whom  they  did 
perfwade,  to  cry  down  this  accurfed  Pamphlet,  fo  contrary  to 
the  tenourof  that  Proteftation  :  and  never  to  leave  begging  of 
them  whofe  fervants'  they  now  be,  till  'tis  burnt  by  the  hand  of 
the  common  hangman. 

But  'tis  obfervable  in  the  third  place,  that  this  book  is  faid  to 
be  publifhed,  by  the  Authority  of  thofc,  who  firfl:  fet  out  the  Pro- 
teftation, yea,  and  by  their  fpeciall  Order  too,  Publijhed  l?j  ft>e- 
ciall  Order  of  the  parliament :  therefore  fome  may  think,  there 
is  no  likelyhood,  that  they  who  are  coo  big  to  deny  themfelves, 
fhould  be  perfwaded  by  their  Beadfmen,  to  do  any  thing  againlt 
their  own  Order. 

To  which  I  anfwer,  Were  they  well  informed  (by  thoie  whom 
they  think  well  of)  that  it  would  be  as  much  for  their  credit 
(among  Chriftians;  to  deny  themfelves,  as  to  contradict  them- 
felves, to  recall  their  fpeciall  Order,  as  to  fuffer  it  to  continue  in 7 
affront  to  their  generall  Ordinance ,  perhaps  they  might  be 
wrought  upon;  and  then  withall,if  a  Prefident  were  alleadged,for 
fas  they  fay)  theyworke  by  Prefidents,  ( though  not  by  RuleJ 
peradventure  they  might  be  prevailed  with. 

And  for  the  things  fake,  I  will  remember  them  ©f  one,  and  it 
fhall  be  of  one  that  is  extraordinary,  ffor  J  conceive  an  ordinary 
Prefident  w\\\  notfervethe  men  that  bear  fway  in  this  Parlia- 
ment;) it  fhall  be  a  Prefident  of  their  own  making,  (which  fpcaks 
it  excellent^  fuch  a  Prefident  as  the  like  was  never  heard  of  be- 
forehand fo  the  more  fit  for  their  further  obfervance. 

Let  themfelves  call  to  minde,  whether  there  was  not  an  e/fff, 
(  which  is  more  then  a  bare  Order)  both  made  and  nulled,  in  the 
fame  Sejfionfinct  the  Beginning  of  this  Parliament,  though  per- 
haps not  dalhed  by  that  full  Authority  which  did  eftablifli  it ;  yet 
was  it  not  fet  afide  as  needlelfe  and  vain,  or  fat  leaft )  as  not  fuf- 
ficiently  advifed  upon  beforehand  ?  The  Ad  which  I  mean,  was 
that  which  concerned  the  Fleet,  ox^avj  againft  the  Turkifi 
Pirats,  to  redeem  our  Chriftian  Country-men  from  Bondage. 
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For  their  better  remembrance  of  which,  I  fhall  beg  leave  of  the 
Readers,  to  make  a  little  digreffion,  in  the  relation  of  fomc  few 
circumftances  :  and  (if  I  rightly  apprehend  it  )  the  matter  in 
brief  was  thus : 

Our  good  King  in  his  piety  and  pity  to  thofe  poor  Captives, 
had  formerly,  (with  that  Ship-mOncj  fo  grudgingly  paid  J  built 
and  fent  out  diverfe  Ships  to  the  fame  purpofe*-  and  (God  aflift- 
ing  a  work  fo  Religious,and  becoming  a  Chriftian  Prince)he  pro- 
vailed  therewith  againft  the  Pyrats  of  <SV^,and  freed  many  of  his 
Subjects,  from  barbarous  flavery  in  that  place  :  whereupon  he 
made  preparation  alfo  againft  thofe  vfsArgyeriti tending  the  like 
mercy  for  the  Christians  there,  but  was  prevented  in  his  defigne 
by  the  Scottijh  infurre&ion,  which  forced  him  Northward  :  And 
before  his  intentions  could  return  to  motion,  for  that  Southern 
Expedition,  this  unhappy  Tarliamext  (by  his  authority)  met  at 
Weftminfter,  where  ( that  it  might  be  conceived  fome  others  had 
Bowels  as  well  as  He)  a  Bill  was  preferred,  and  difputed  upon, 
concerning  &  Fleet  to  the  fore-mentioned  end  ;  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  which,  though  it  might  eafily  have  been  concluded,  by 
fettling  of  Ship-money  in  a  ParTumenurj  way,  with  an  Order  for 
the  manner  of  levying  the  fame,  to  the  Subjects  liking,  (which  had 
been  a  more  fafe  and  fenfibic  kinde  of  payment,  then  many  dif- 
burfments  extorted  fince,  and  might  have  been  a  mean  to  con- 
tinue Gods  nationall  bleffing  upon  the  whole  Kingdome,  by  in- 
terefling  (in  that  fort)  all  mens  hearts  and  hands,  in  fo  charitable 
and  Chriftian  a  work:)  yet  becaufc  it  was  a  path  wherein  the 
King  had  trod,  and  they  had  no  purpofe  to  deal  either  with  or 
for  him,  in  any  fuch  friendly  or  Loyall  way,  as  might  flradow  his 
apprehended  haltings  from  his  peoples  eyes,by  making  that  cleer- 
ly  LegaMf  which  had  formerly  appeared  fome  what  V?4rping.  Be- 
fides,there  wanted  matter  or  fluff,  to  fill  up  the  belly  of  that  rmn- 
flrum  horrertdrum,  or  ungofpel-like  Remonftrtncc,  which  was  pur- 
pofed  to  be  made  againft  his  Government,  by  which  the  peopfe 
were  to  be  taught  to  beleeve,  that  the  King  did  never  doc  any 
thing  well ;  therefore  by  all  mcanes  Shif-mwcj  muft  be  damned, 
and  cryed  down  for  ever,i«  perpetuam  Regis  igngminiam^  if  mouth 
can  doe  it :  And  for  the  intended  N*vy,  another  courfe  was  con- 
cluded upon,  to  advance  monies  to  maintaine  that,,  from 
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the  importation,  and  tranfportaiion  of  commodities^ 

But  (by  the  way)  while  thefe  things  were  in  agitation  amongft 
the  wife;  the  King  (having  had  more  fincere,  and  ferious  thoughts 
about  thatbufinefle  then  other  men,defiring  and  hoping  to  fur- 
ther andfpeed  thedefigne,  with  his  advice  and  CouncellJ  fent 
them  his  judgement  concerning  fome  particulars  about  the  mat- 
ter, only  to  confider  upon,  and  to  follow  if  they  fopleafed;or 
otherwise  to  proceed  according  to  their  own  difcretions  :  which 
advifeofhis,had  they  taken  in  good  part  from  their  Prince  and 
Matter,  they  had  fliewn  no  more  refpeft  unto  him,  then  fob  was 
wont  to  (hew  to  his  meaneft  fervant :  but  they  (left  they  might 
feem  to  need  his  help  by  a  civill  acceptance  of  his  Councel )  were 
fo  far  from  relifhing  of  it,  that  they  prefently  voted  the  fame  to 
be  an  obftmttion  caft  in  on  purpole  to  flop  the  bufineffe,  nay  a 
plain  r?//*/*// of  the  King,  to  confirme  the  Bill ;  Whereupon  his 
Sacred  Majefty  (being  armed  with  meeknefle  againft  affronts J 
leaving  them  wholy  to  their  own  devifes,did  prefently  figne  their 
Bill,  and  in  that  fafliion  as  they  would  have  him  :  fp  difcovering 
to  all  his  people,  (if  they  would  fee  J  thataFof*  of Parliament 
may  be  fallible.  And  now  behold  fto  return  to  the  matter)  when 
this       was  thus  finiflied,  according  to  their  defires,  and  all  Re- 
ligious hearts  raifed  to  an  high  expe&ation,  of  feeing  their  poor 
brethren  quickly  redeemed  from  Turkifb  thraldome,  whether 
from  their  diflike  of  the  Kings  readinefle  unto  fo  Chriftian  a 
work,  or  becaufe  they  had  fome  *o  ther  imployment  intended  for 
the  Merchants  money  here  at  home,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  that  sAtt 
was  never  (as  I  heard  J  put  in  execution  to  this  day,  but  even 
quite  fet  afide ;  and  as  we  may  fay  (fo  much  as  in  them  lay)  quite 
nullified,  cancelled,  and  repealed :  and  free  leave  given  to  the 
Turks  thereby,  not  onely  to  take  our  Country-men  atfea,but 
alfo  to  come  into  the  very  havens  of  our  Kingdome,  and  to  carry 
away  our  Children,  to  the  mine  of  Chriflian  fouls  for  ever :  info-  1 
much,  that  whereas  there  was  but  the  number  of  fome  2000. 
Englifh  in  flavery,when  this  fo  adored  Parliament  did  begin,there 
is  now,  November ,  1645.  above  5000.  in  moft  lamentable 
bondage ,  our  King  being  robbed  and  defpoyled  by  his  lo- 
ving Subjcds ,  ( who  confult  ,  (  as  they  fay  )  to  advance 
Chrifts  Kivgdemc)  of  hi?  Ship  pes  2  and  jSjvj  :  wherewith  he 
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wjis  wont  to  ''defend  his  Realme  from  fuch  Pyracies. 

This  is  that  Ail  which  I  fpake  of,  and  the  reafon  ofmyre- 
membring  it  at  this  time,  is,  to  helpe  the  Authorizes  of  this  venc- 
mous  Pamphlet  with  aprefident  for  the  recalling  their  jpeciall 
Orclcr,  whereby  'tis  publiilied.  And  now  before  I  return  to  my 
work  in  hand,  let  me  aflume  the  boldnefle  to  expoftulate  a  little 
with  thefc  men  :  I  am  one  of  Gods  Ambafladours ;  Jefut  Chrift, 
who  (hall  be  their  fudge,  is  myA£after  >  and  in  his  Name,  let  me 
reafon  with  them  about  this  matter :  for  I  hope  I  may  prefiime 
to  fpeak  unto  them,  (at  a  diftance)  as  they  are  like  my  felf,  but 
Duft  and  AJhcs. 

Let  me  ask  you  a  queftion  in  the  firft  place,  (0  you  fuferlative 
men,)  Suppofe  fome  of  your  Novices  and  under-hand  workers, 
(as  alas  you  have  too  many  fuch,  I  feare  even  about  the  King,) 
(hould  by  this  Pamphlet,  which  you  ( whom  they  think  infallible) 
have  by  fpcciall  Order  authorized,  or  by  any  other  of  like  nature, 
publifhcd  under  your  Protection,  be  moved  to  act  faques  Cle- 
ments part,  or  Raviliacks  part  upon  the  Sacred  perfon  of  their 
Soveraigne,  can  you  imagine  that  the  fame  will  not  be  fet  on  your 
fcore,  as  well  as  that  of  thofe  Regicides  was  laid  to  the  charge  of 
the  fe fates,  whofe  cuftome  it  was,  (as  your  felvcs  well  know,) 
while  the  doctrine  of  King-killing  was  appropriate  to  their  or- 
der, to  infpire  men  to  the  perpretation  of  that  fupream  villany3 
by  fending  forth  fuch  conditioned  books  ( as  this  is  which  you 
have  authorized;,)  wherein  with  moft  reproachfull  language  they 
would  paint  out  the  Prince  defigned  for  (laughter,  as  if  he  were 
the  greatefl:  Tyrant,  promife -breaker,  and  oppreflbr  of  his  peo- 
ple in  the  world,  and  a  perfon  in  no  fort  fit  to  live:  that  fo  it 
might  be  apprehended  a  moft  Heavenly  nwk^tQ  rid  the  earth  of 
him,  and  a  fervice  moit  acceptable  unto  the  Lord  ?  when  Ravi- 
Uacky***  demanded  by  his  examiners,  to  declare  the  reafon  mo- 
ving him  to  his  attempt,  he  anfwered.  That  the  reafons  why  it  was 
requifite  to  kiU  the  Kin?,  they  might  under  ft  and  by  the  Sermons,  and 
Pamphlets  of  the  'Treacher** 

Wei  (Sirs)  we  all  know  the  meaning  both  of  you  and  of  your 
Prophets,  and  therefore  as  Ellas  from  the  Lord,  did  charge  Ahab 
with  the  death  of  Habeth,  becaufe  the  latere  provoking  to  it 
were  figned  with  his  feal :  fo  do  I  from  the  lame  Lord,  charge 
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you  with  all  thofc  evil  opinions  and  hard  conceits,  which  are  al- 
ready kindled  in  the  mindes  of  any  againft  the  King,  by  the 
meanes  of  this  Pamphlet;becaufe  'tis  publifhed  by  your  ^Authority: 
Yea,  if  any  further  mifchief  (hall  befall  his  Sacred  Majefty  upon 
the  fame ;  at  your  hands  will  the  Judge  of  Heaven  and  Earth  re- 
quire it :  and  know  you  further,  that  the  guilt  of  all  the  blafphe- 
mies,  reproaches,  fcornes,  (landers,  which  are  fpit  out  againft  the 
King,  either  in  this  book,  or  any  other  publifhed  by  your  leave 
and  Order,  (without  your  deep  repentance  and  humiliation,)  dial 
be  heaped  upon  your  Souls  at  the  day  of  Reckoning,  even  as  if  your 
ownfelves  had  been  the  Authors  of  them:  for  nilintereftfee- 
leri,  an  faveas  ant  facias :  to  favour  and  to  doe  (in  this  cafe)  is 
all  one :  nay  the  Apoftle  fpeaks,  as  if  thofe  who  appove  of  other 
Rom.  1.32.  folks  ill  doings,  were  in  a  degree  worfe  then  the  Actors  them- 
felves,  and  given  up  in  a  further  meafure  to  a  Reprobate  fenfe  : 
Qui  non  vetat  peccare  cum pot  eft,  jubet:  ( faies  the  wife  Heathen) 
not  to  prevent  a  mifchief  when  one  may,  is  directly  to  command 
it  to  be  done. 

Gentlemen,  (for  as  your  fouls  friend,  I  would  fain  have  you  re- 
cover again  that  Title)  1  charge  you  before  the  living  God,  and 
fefusChrift,  who  (hall  one  day  lit  in  judgement  upon  you,  to  ask 
your  Confciences  in  fecret,  whether  it  be  not  a  fin,  and  a  wicked- 
nefle  to  fpeake  evil  of  the  Ruler  of  the  people  ?  to  ad:  Shimei's  part 
againft  Gods  Anointed  ?  whether  to  write,  or  publifh  fuch  Pam- 
phlets as  this,  be  the  way  to  Honour  the  King  in  the  eyes  of  his  peo- 
ple ?  Whether  you  have  thus  learned  Chrift  from  the  Church  of 
England  f  Whether  you  ever  met  in  Gods  word,  with  any  fay- 
ing or  example  to  warranryou  in  this  way  of  proceeding  ?  And  I 
require  you  alfo,  as  you  will  anfwer  it  before  the  Lord,  to  ask 
your  own  hearts,  whether  to  Authorize  fuch  a  work  as  this  (to 
the  Kings  defamation,)  be  a  Chriftian  work,  Honourable  and  be- 
coming the  dignity  of  a  Parliament,  whofe  a&ions  ou^ht  a  1  to  be 
glorious  and  prefidentiall  ?  Nay  is  it  an  Ad  prudentiall  in  you, 
thus  publikely  to  own  'and  countenance  this  prolem  populi,  this 
abominable  thing,  which  the  very  Parents,  and  Authors  of,  are 
afliamed  to  father  ?  What  will  you  fay,  'tis  one  of  the  Priviledges 
of  Parliament  you  fight  for,  to  Authorize  things  againft  the  King, 
againft  your  own  Allegeancc  end  Proteftation  ?  furely  ah  initio 
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Mwfuitjic:  former  Parliaments  difdaincd  to  own  fuch  aPrivi- 
ledge,  to  tread  in  fuch  pathes:  Or  will  you  fay,  you  are  more 
Omnipotent,  then  thofe  your  Prcdeceflburs  were,  who  never  had 
thofe  brave  advantages  that  you  have  ?  true,  nor  never  did  defirc 
them.  But  can  your  new  Omnipotencj  make  that  which  is  evil  in 
it  felf,  turn  good  by  your  Authorization  ?  I  pray  where  had  you 
this  large  Commiflion  ?  Who  gave  you  this  Authority  ?  Chrift,in 
vvhofc  hand  is  all  power,  never  did:  let  your  Chaplains  prove  it, 
if  they  can,  or  your  Confciences  affirm  it,  if  they  dare.  Nor  will 
that  Writ  which  called  you  together,  and  fixt  you  in  your  Spheare 
at  Weftminfter,  tell  you,  that  the  King  (the  fountain  of  power  un- 
der God )  did  place  you  there  in  this  fort  to  cxercife  your  Acti- 
vity againft  him  :  your  Patent  therefore,  by  which  you  have  Au- 
thorized this  work  of  darkneffe,muft  needs  corned  Inferno:  And 
can  you  expect  that  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead,  will  at  the  great 
day  pronounce  well  done  good  and  faithfnll  Servant  unto  you,  for 
doing  Satans  work ,  for  executing  his  Commiflion  ?  O  how 
much  better  will  you  finde  then  it  had  been,  if  you  had  wrapt  up 
your  Talents  in  a  Napkin}  and  in  the  meane  time,  how  much 
more  had  it  been  to  the  dignity  of  that  High  Court  ofTarlia- 
went)  ( which  you  pretend  fo  much  to  itandfor)  if  you  had  but 
left  out  the  name  Parliament,  and  faid,  ^Mi/led  by  fpeciaA  Order 
of  the  Rebellions  fail  ion  in  the  two  Houfes  at  fVeftminfter  f 

But  now  I  have  begun  to  take  upon  me  to  fpeak  unto  you,  (O 
you  lofty  men,)  let  me  ask  you  a  queftion  more  to  a  like  purpofc: 
What  reward  or  commendation  can  you  expect  at  Gods  hand, 
for  maintaining  your  Beadfman  Britanicus9  to  libell  againft  his 
Soveraigne,  to  teach  and"  excite  by  his  weekly  books,  the  igno- 
rant and  feduced  vulgar,  throughout  the  Kingdome,to  joyn  with 
him  in  reviling  and  laughing  to  fcorn  their  publike  Father,  (now 
your  felves  have  moftunjuftly  thrufthim  into  affliction .)  Dare 
you  fay,  his  expreffions  are  not  vile  ?  O  let  me  beg  pardon  of  my 
Soveraigne,  and  of  all  modeft  men,  if  (to  the  fliamtofthefe 
mens  faces,  and  to  the  increafe  of  indignation  in  all  godly  fpirits 
againft  their  courfes^  I  doe  with  dctcftation  repcate  over  here 
one  of  his  paflages,  publiihed  to  the  world  on  Monday  the 
4.of  *s€ugnft>  1645. 
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Where  is  King  Charls?  What  U  beconie  of  1  '.«#  ?  Seme  fay) 
when  he  faVv  the  ftorme  camming  after  him,  as  far  tu  'Bridgewater, 
he  came*away  to  his  dearly  beloved  in  Ireland :  Tes,  they  fay,  hi 
ran  away  out  of  the  Kingdom e  very  Afajeftically  :  Others  will  hdve 
him  eretling  a  new  Monarchy  iv  the  Ijle  of  zAnglefey  :  A  third 
fort  fay ,  that  he  hath  hid  himfelfe,  it  were  beft  fend  Hue  and  Cry 
after  him. 

If  any  man  can  bring  any  tale  or  tidings  of  a  wilfull  King , 
which  hath  gene  aflray  thefe  four  yeares  from  his  Parliament , 
with  a  guilty  Conference,  bloudy  hands,  and  a  heart  full  of  broken 
vowes  and  froteftations  ;  if  thefe  marks  be  not  fuffeient,  there  is  ano- 
ther in  his  mouth3  for  hid  him  Jpedk^,andyosi  will J con  Itnow  him  ;  then 
give  notice  to  eBritamcus,mdyou  will  be  fay  d  for  your  paines  :  G  0  D  ' 
Save  The  Parliament. 

O  you  Men  of  Weftminfter,  is  this  your  Beadfman  that  prayes 
for  you,  that  works  for  you  ?  that  is  maintained  and  cherifhed 
by  you?  then  thefe  are  the  fcornes  of  your  hearts,  theflouts-of 
your  Spirits,  that  are  vomited  up  by  his  mouth  and  pen  ;  if  not, 
why  have  you  not  hang'd  the  villain,  or  rather  torn  him  in  pieces 
with  wild,  horfes  ?  Are  not  you  they,  that  call  your  felvcs,  the 
Kings  moft  Humble,  mofl  dutifull,  and  moft  Loyall  Subjecls  2  Are 
not  you  they  that  would  be  accounted  the  Holy,  juft,  moft  Chri- 
ftian,  and  merring  Parliament}  have  you  not  talked  much  of 
reforming  our  Church  and  Government  ?  and  will  you  countenance 
and  favour  fuch  perfons  ?  Is  this  the  Reformation  you  promifed 
us  ?  the  new  Religion  you  will  fet  up  amongft  us  ?  Is  this  th<?  way 
to  Heaven,  which  you  will  trace  out  to  your  Country-men  that 
adore  you  ?  Doth  your  Difcipline,  purchafed  with  the  effufion  of 
fo  much  Chriftian  bloud,  allow  of  fuch  exprcflions,  and  perfons, 
Without  correction  ?  Indeed  this  is  the  way  to  work  an  Alte- 
ration from  what  was  before:  the  Devil  had  formerly  but  his 
Chappell,  where  God  had  his  Church,  but  from  henceforth  if  you 
prevail,he  is  likely  to  have  his  Church3whcre  God  ilial  fcarce  have 
zChapetl :  We\,  as  an  Holy  Martyr  faid  to  others,  fo  fay  I  to 
you  ;  /  tljank/tod  I  am  none  of  you  :  and  my  prayer  is, <c  Never  lei 
•3  my  ftiul  (O  Ltrd)  partaki  •  in  their-  €kunf  e'Vs,  nor  my  feet  tread  iti 
*  their  paths  :  but  give  me  ( I  befeech  thee)  thy  grace  to  pray 
"daily  againft  their  wickedneffe;  And  let  it  not,  O  let  it  not 
-\  8  (good 
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"  fgood  Lord)  br  told  in  Gath,  or  believed  in  Asktlo*,  that  thefe 
f«  bitter  fruits  do  spring  from  the  tree  ofTroteftant  Religion  .  Lec 
"  it  rather  be  acknowledged  and  apprehended  that  thefe  things 
c-  are  favoured  and  done  by  the  men  ^f  this  Nation,  as  they  are 
°  at  this  prefent,  fbySatans  working)  in  a  deadly  enmity  and 
<coppofition  againtt  their  Soveraigne,  and  not  as  they  are  either 
tC  his  fworn  Subjects,  or  Children  of  the  Englifh  Church.  And 
*  thus,  (O  my  God )  as  thy  meflenger,  Liber  #vi  mtunam  meam, 
tCl  have  ditharged  my  Conference  towards  thera. 


Si  C  T,  II. 

i.  of  the  pretended  end  of publijhing  the  Lihell  5  the  true 
end  thereof  hinted.  2.  J  heir  blafphemy  Again f  God 
noted.  3.  Bow  thefe  Letters  of  the  King  might  have 
been  ?nade  ufe  of  as  Evidences  of  Truth  and  Loyaltie* 
4.  of  what  (lock  and  linage  the  Authours  of  the  Li- 
bell  d:  [cover  themfelves  to  be.  5.  of  their  fabtiltj^ 
and  of  that  fpirit  of  meeknejfe  which  they  boaft  of. 
6.  How  aptly  for  themfelves  they  alleadge  the  Example 
mentioned  by  S.Judc. 

I Now  come  to  the  Book  it  felfe,  whofe  publication  they  have 
Authorized :  and  I  obferve  that  the  perfons  for  whofe  fake 
'zis  pretended  to  be  put  forth,  are  fome,  whom  the  Authors  call 
their  Seduced  Brethren,  to  reclame  them  :  I  conceive  they  are  fo 
accounted,  becaufe  they  will  not  concur,  in  breaking  their  Pro- 
teftatior,  and  oppofing  their  Soveraigne  :  I  apprehend  my  fcife  to 
be  reckoned  in  the  number  I  and  therefore  in  the  behalfe  of  my 
felf  and  the  reft,  I  delire  thefe  men,  who  are  fo  careful  to  Reclaim 
us,  that  they  would  deal  plainly  with  us  \  and  tell  us  in  downe 
right  Engliib,  whether  it  be  any  thing  elfe,  but  our  Loyalty,  our 
love,  and  obedience  to  our  Soveraigne,  which  they  would  Re- 
claim us  from :  let  them  in  the  firft  place  declare  unto  us  our 
tranfgreflion,  and  prov*  out  of  Gods  Word,  thac  we  arc  fuch 
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as  they  call  us,  and  account  of  us :  let  them  fliew  who  hath  Se- 
Xer.  20.7.  ducedm:  we  are  of  the  Prophet  feremies  minde;  Ifwete  de- 
ceived, it  U  the  Lord  that  hath  deceived  ns :  'tis  his  Word  that  hath 
taught  us  to  Honour  the  King,  and  to  adhere  unto  onr  Sove- 
raigne ;  that  is  the  foundation  we  ftand  upon,  and  fo  ftrong  and 
ftable  it  is,  that  we  belcevc  and  hope  thefc  new  Teachers,  (hall 
never  be  able  either  to  fhake  it,  or  us  from  it. 

Nay  we  have  an  apprehenfion  that  thefe  men  are  in  a  Seduced 
1  Iohn  *.  16.  condition  themfelves,  becaufe  the]  are  gone  out  from  tu  :  whereas 
"  they  were  once  of  us,  they  took  the  Oath  of^Allegeance,  and 
afterward  the  Troteftation  as  well  as  we,  to  defend  the  Kings  Ter- 
fon,  Honour  and  Eftate,  againft  all  oppofers:  And  now  being  them- 
felves out]of  the  right  way,  we  fear  they  would  draw  us  into  the 
fame  danger:  they  tell  us  we  arc  Seduced,  onely  that  we  might 
yeeid  fo  to  be.  We  remember  that  Satan  Seduced  our  firft  Pa- 
rents from  their  duty  towards  God,  by  proceeding  in  the  diredt 
way  and  mothod  of  thefe  men  :  he  pretended  pity  and  refpeft 
unto  them  as  to  his  Seduced  Brethren :  and  to  the  fame  purpofc 
as  thefe  do,  He  flandred,dcfamed,and  reproached  his  Soveraignc: 
wherefore  thefe  men  muft  pardon  us,  if  but  for  this  reafon,  we 
are  fomewhat  fufpicious  of  them.  Befide,the  Scripture  tells  us  of 
fome  men,  who  call  Light >Darkneffe,  and  Darkneffe  Light ;  Good, 
Evilly  and  Evilly  C]ooi :  and  what  know  we  to  the  contrary,  but 
thefe  men  may  be  of  that  number  ?  Our  Saviour  informes  us,that 
Mat.  24. 14.    in  the  laft  dayes,  many  wolves  Jhould  come  in  Jheeps  cloathing,  who 
( by  fair  pretences J  Jhould  deceive  many :  and  ftiould  carry  their 
defignes  fo  cunningly,  that  ( ifpoffible )  they  Jhould  deceive  the  ve~ 
ry  Elett  themfehes :  Now  as  thefe  are  the  laft  dayes,  fo  thefc 
men  have  fair  pretences,  are  crafty  in  their  carriages,  do  deceive 
many ;  and  therefore  unay  peradventure  be  thofe  very  wolves, 
forefpoken  of.  Saint  John  advifeth  us,  not  to  beleeve  every  one, 
1  Iohn  4.  i.     but  bids  us  try  their  ijpirif,  whether  they  be  of  God  or  no :  where- 
fore having  this  warning,  if  we  truft  thefe  men  before  we  have 
tryed  them,  we  fhall  (hew  our  felves  as  they  entitle  us,  Seduced 
indeed:  they  muft  give  us  leave  therefore  to  examine  of  what 
fpirit  they  arc,  who  thus  take  upon  them  to  reclaim  m :  whether 
their  do&rine  be  of  God  or  no ;  we  will  go  by  Chriftt  own  rule, 
Mar.  7.  ao.     let  them  except  againft  it  if  they  can  or  dare,  By  tkcirfrmts^ith 
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he  )  y*  fall  them ;  and  this  their  Book  is  their  fruit  i  we 
will  confider  whether  their  fpeech  and  language  therein^  th  noc 
bewray  them.    They  begin  thus  : 

It  were  a  great  jinne ,  againft  the  mercies  of  God,  to  conceal?  Likll. 
thofe  Evidences  tf  truth,  which  He  fo  gracioufly  ( and  almoft  mira- 
culoujly)  by  furprifati  of  theft  papers  hath  put  into  our  hands. 

I  confefle  they  promife  faire,  like  thofe  Galathians  whom  Saint 
Taul  writes  unto,  they  begin  in  tfo  Spirit,  with  the  mention  vS  S-n 
and  Mercy  :  they  have  (  like  thofe  Locufts  Rev.  9.)  the  faces  of 
men,  but  obferve  them  well,  we  fhall  findc  they  have  the  teeth  of 
Lyons  ,  and  the  tajles  of  Scorpions :  my  endeavours  fhall  be  on 
purpofe  to  difcover  them,  that  men  may  avoid  them,  and  not  be 
hurt  by  them  ;  which  that  I  may  do,  I  beg  of  thee  (O  mod  migh- 
<f  ty  Jefus)  who  art  the  Light  of  lights,  and  doeft  enlighten  every 
,cman  that  commeth  into  the  world  ,  to  lighten  the  under- 
u  (landing  of  thy  pooreMinifter,  that  he  may  be  able  by  thy  lighr, 
"  to  enlighten  thy  people,  fo  as  they  may  cleerely  difecrne  this 

*  work  of  darknefle,  which  is  caft  forth  by  an  Hidden  Crew,  to 
"  blemifh  and  difgrace  the  Do&rine  of  thy  Gofpel,  profefled  in 
"  this  Church  ;  to  obfeure  thofe  bcames  of  Majefty,  wherewith 
"thou  haft  decked  thine  owne  Anointed  ;  and  to  fed  ace  thofe 

*  Soules,  for  which  thou  fheddeft  thy  precious  bould,into  wayes 
<f  of  perdition  and  deftrudion  :  that  by  thefe  my  endeavours  thy 
"  true  Religion  may  be  illuftrated,  thy  Servant  the  King  Vindi- 
cated, and  thy  people  preferved,  to  the  Glory  of  thy  great 
<f  Name,  and  to  the  inward  comfort  of  me  thy  weak  inftru- 
u  ment,  and  that  for  thine  owne  Merit  and  Mercies  fake,  Amen, 
"Amen.  . 

It  is  evident,  that  the  ends  why  thefe  papers  were  divulged,  af-  §  • 
ter  their  furprifal,  together  with  that  bitter  Preface,  aod  per- 
verfe  Notes  upon  them  ;  was  to  weaken  the  Kings  reputation  a- 
moflg  his  people,  to  take  from  him  the  affedions  of  thofe  that 
ftill  remainc  conftant  and  Loyal,  and  to  ftir  up  fome  already  poy- 
foned  to  ad  Raviliacks  part  upon  him  ;  and  yet  thefe  men  would 
have  us  bclceve,  that  it  would  have  been  a  fit  in  them  (forfooth) 
yea,  a  great  fin,  a  fin  againft  the  mercies  of  God,  if  they  had  concea- 
led them :  Nay  further,  they  would  have  us  think,  that  God  him- 
idSeUdgracioHflj)  and  tvenmiraculoHjly  put  them  into  their  hands 
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onpurpofe,  yCa  on  fee  purpofe,  that  they  might  doe  with  themf,  a* 
they  have  done. 

We  doe  confefs,  if  God  fhould  fo  far  have  forgot  himfelf,  his 
holy  Nature,,  his  Word,  and  all  his  former  doings,  as  to  pnt  thefe 
Papers  into  their  hands,  to  that  Very  end  for  which  they  publish 
them  ;  he  fhould  have  done  very  mimcHlou/ly  indeed,  and  what  he 
never  did  fince  the  beginning  of  the  world  before  :  But  we  the 
Seduced  Brethren  (as  we  are  called)  fhould  prove  our  felvcs  Se- 
duced  indeed,  if  in  this  we  fhould  beleeve  them  ;  for  we  could  ne- 
ver finde  throughout  the  whole  Hiftory  of  the  Bible,  that  God 
did  ever  yet  allow  any  man  to  defame  his  Brother,  hi?  equal), 
his  inferiour  ;  muchlcfle  his  Father,  the  Father  of  his  Coun- 
trey,and  Supreameft  Magiftrate  in  the  Kingdome-  we  finde  there 
A&s  23.  ? .     a  ltricffc  precept  to  the  contrary,  Thtk  Jhalt  not $eak^  evillofthe 
Ruler  of  thy  People :  But  that  God  fhould  be  partaker  alio  with 
the  Calumniator,  (as  thefe  men  would  have  him;)cb:it  he  (hould 
be  chief  in  the  finne,  and  help  the  ill  difpofed  with  occaflons  on 
purpofe,  to  render  that  Pcrfon  infamous,  whom  himfelf  hath 
commanded  in  fpeciall  to  be  honoured^and  to  whom  'Allegcance 
hath  been  fworn,  and  obedience  protefted  :  truly  thcAuthoiir's" 
of  thisLiMI  muft  not  be  angry  with  us( whom  they  call  Seduced) 
if  for  this  their  aflertion,  we  think  them  guilty  of  mcfl:  high  Blaf- 
1  Sa  11.21.       phemy  ;  for  we  fuppofe*  that  Dueg  might  as  lawfully  have  pre- 
tended that  Gods  mercy  gave  him  advantage  by  being  at  2{ob9 
iSam.itf.      toexafperate  iWagainft  thePriefts  of  the  Lord : and  Shimei 
might  as  well  have  faid,  that  Gods  grace  did  adminfter  unto  him 
the  occafion  of  Davids  pairing  by  his  houfe,  on  purpofe  that  he 
might  curfe  him,  and  raile  upon  him. 

The  Papifls  have  often  taxed  us,  that  we  made  God  the  Au- 
thour  of  evill-  and  now  thefe  men  (as  we  conceive  J  would  faine 
draw  us  into  that  Herefie  with  themfelves,  to  confirme  that  flan- 
der  of  the  Adverfary :  but  we  would  have  all  the  world  to  un- " 
derftand,  that  the  true  Proteftant  Profeffours  in  the  Engliihf 
Church,  were  never  yet  guilty  of  this  Blafphemy,  they  are  ratner 
Scabbs,  then  true  Members  of  the  fame,  from  whence  doth  iflue 
this  Corruption. 

We  remembe  r  when  Rabfhakeh,  being  flefh'd  with  his  mafters 
Efay  36. 11.    fuccefle^  railed  upon  Heztkjah,  he  uttered  hirafelf  after  the  fa- 
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fhion  of  thefe  men,  as  if  God  had  fent  him  on  purpofcy  to  lilffic 
and  defame  the  King  :  Am  I  come  up  (faith  he  J  without  the  Lord.  \ 
and  God  obferved  it,  andfoon  after  punifiied  him  for  it.  So  we 
hope  the  Lord  hath  both  feen  and  heard  the  Blafphemous  word? 
of  thefe  men,  whom  their  matters,  (the  Authorizes  of  their  Li- 
bel) have  fet  on  Work  to  defame  the  Lords  Anointed,  and  to  r  re- 
proach the  living  Cjod :  and  wil  in  his  due  time  reprove  the  words 
which  they  have  fpoken :  we  have  a  ground  for  our  hopes  in 
^Pfal.^o.  where  Go4  taxeth  fome  that  were  great  pretenders  to  r^I.fo.i^&c 
Religion,  though  haters  of  his  word  in  their  practice ;  for  they 
were  malicious  Accufers  and  Slanderers  of  others ,  and  ( like 
thefe  men  to  the  ful )  they  intituled  God  to  all  their  vilianycs,fay- 
ing,  he  was  fuch  a  one  &  themfelves :  But  the  Lord  refolves  in  the 
following  verfes,  that  there  fhould  come  a  time,  that  he  would 
reprove  them,  and  cal  them  to  a  reckoning  for  all  thefe  things  : 
yea,  (faith  he)  I  will  t  ear  e  yon  in  pieces,  and  none  fhall  deliver  yen  : 
and  fo  doubtleflfe  he  wil  deal  with  thefe  men,  X\kc  for  getters  of 
GWas  they  be,  unleiTe  by  a  timely  repentance  they  confider  of 
thefe  their  preemptions  and  mcft  ungodly  doings ;  The  Lord  in 
mercy  vouchfafe  that  grace  unto  them  :  W e  their  Seduced  Brethren 
(  as  we  are  accounted  J  do  in  the  mean  time  conceive  from  this 
their  beginning,  what  we  fhal  have  in  their  following  difcourfe : 
and  we  fhal  wonder  the  JefTe,  when  we  meet  with  their  unfeemly 
Language  of,  and  againft  their  Soveraigne,  now  we  have  feen  fuch 
their  high  boldnefle  againft.the  Almighty  himfelfe. 

But  one  thing  is  to  be  noted  further,  in  thofe  firft  lines,  they 
call  thofe  Papers  which  they  Publifh  Evidences  of  truth ;  their  * 
meaning  is,  of  what  themfelves  have  reported  againft  the  King, 
which  they  (oneiy)  czWtruth,  and  would  have  all  men  beleeve 
for  truth :  We  know  they  have  often  wrefted  Gods  Scriptures, 
to  make  them  appeare  as  Evidences  of  fuch  their  truths^  and 
therefore  'tis  no  marvail  if  (together  with  their  own  perrerfe 
notes  upon  them  )  theyufe  the  Kings  letters  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe. 

Indeed  I  beleeve  that  thefe  Papers  might  have  been  Evidences 
•f  truth  and  of  Loyalty  too  :  had  the  PSurprizers  of  them,  been 
guilty  of  thefe  vertues,  and  fopleafed*  if  after  .their  furprizall, 
finding  that  by  finifter  conftru&ion,  they  might  prove blemifhes 

to 
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to  the  Kings  reputation,  (fhould  weak  mindes  but  chance  to  fee 
them,)they  had  prefently  locked  them  up  in  the  Cabinet  again,& 
fent  them  fecrctly  to  the  King:then  indeed  they  might  more  pro- 
perly have  faid,  in  a  private  letter  to  their  Soveraigne,  God  hath 
gracioufly,  and  in  mercy  to  m>  fut  into  our  hanhs  An  occafion  to  Evi~ 
dene e  our  truth)  our  hone ft  hearts ,  and  Loyall  Affeclions  to  jour 
Afajefty* 

I  would  have  thefe  men  ask  their  own  Conferences,  whether 
they  doe  not  think,that  David  would  have  done  thus,  had  he  met 
with  fuch  an  advantage  in  the  dayes  of  Saul :  furely  theycan- 
nc  t  conje&ure,hc  would  have  done  after  their  faihion  :  for  when 
he  had  as  large  an  opportunity  of  doing  his  King  a  difpleafure  as 
this  was,  and  fome  did  advife  him  to  make  ufc  of  it,  to  fuch  a 
i  Sam.  1 4. 4.   purpofe,  telling  him  fin  effect,)  that  it  would  be  a  great  finne  m 
1  Sam.  26,  8.    him  againft  the  mercies  of  God,  tyho  fo  gracioufly  and  miraculoufty 
&c  had  jut  the  opportunity  into  his  handy  if  he  fhould  balk  the  fame  : 

But  David  being  a  man  after  Gods  own  heart,  knew  Gods  minde 
better  then  thefe  men  do  ;  and  being  as  full  of  truth  and  Loyalty, 
as  ever  he  had  been  in  his  profeflions  of  the  fame,rebuked  thofe 
who  thus  advifed  him,  telling  them  plainly,  that  never  any  could 
go  in  that  way  which  they  councelled  him  unto,  but  would  prove 
guilty  of  High  Treafon^  and  become  liable  to  Gods  curfe ;  But 
(fay  es  he  by  his  actions)  He  make  another  ufe  of  this  advantage, 
even  to  Evidence  my  truth  and  Loyalty,  to  difcover  mine  honeft 
intentions  unto  the  King,  who  hath  conceived  an  ill  opinion  of 
me:  Tie  take  away  his  fpeare,  and  the  pot  of  water  that  ftands 
at  his  head,  where  he  lies  afleepe,  then  Tic  returne  them  to  him  a- 
gain,  that  he  may  perceive  that  I  had  an  advantage  to  have  done 
him  hurt,  but  not  an  heart  or  Confcience  difpofed  thereunto;and 
Tie  rebuke  eAbner  the  General  of  his  Hofte,  and  the  reft  of  his 
Captaines,  for  guarding  the  Sacred  perfon  of  their  Soveraigne, 
and  the  things  that  concerned  him  fo  neere  no  better.  And  in- 
deed even  thus  did  David  doe,  and  we  know  what  an  happie 
fuccefle  he  had  of  his  fo  doing :  The  Kings  heart  hereupon  mel- 
ted towards  him,  and  He  yeelds  him  to  be  a  righteous  man,  a 
wronged  perfon,  and  pronounceth  a  blefling  upon  him  :  Blejfed 
1  Sam.  16.  if.  art  thou  my  Son  David,  thou  Jhah  doe  great  things >  audaJfeflaJt 
ft  ill  prevaile. 

We 
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We  do  conceive,  that  if  the  furprizers,  and  publifhers  of  thefc 
papers,  had  gone  in  this  way  of  David,  it  would  have  been  more 
to  their  credits,morc  becomming  thatGofpcl  which  theypretcnd 
to  profcfle,  and  the  duty  of  Chriftian  fubjecls,  then  that  courfe 
is  which  they  have  taken  ;  and  we  alfo  belceve,  that  if  they  had 
been  as  Honeft  men  as  David  was,  indued  with  as  innocent  and 
Loyall  hearts  towards  their  King,  as  He,  they  would  have  done 
after  his  manner  ;  and  we  defire  that  they  would  aske  their  own 
Confciences,  whether  in  this  particular,  themfelves  be  not  di- 
rectly of  our  opinion. 

But  feeing  'tis  fo  apparent  that  thefe  men  are  of  a  contrary 
fpirit  unto  David,  (notwithstanding  their  great  pretences  to  Re- 
ligion.) and  feeing  that  God  hath  faffered  them  thus  fully,  and 
foulely,  to  difcover  their  falfe  hearts,  by  their  publication  of  thefe 
Tapers :  We  for  our  parts  may  conclude  more  truely  ;  it  would  be 
a  great  fin  in  us,  againfi  the  Mercies  of  God  to  co/iceale  (and  not 
to  take,  yea,  and  to  give  publike  notice  to  the  world  of  J  this 
Evidence  of  the  truth  of  their  inward  malice  andWkkednejfe  (a- 
gainft  their  SoveraigneJ  Which  he  fogratiouflj  hereby  hath  permit- 
ted to  ust  that  we  might  not  be  Seduced,  or  milled  by  them.  But 
they  go  on,  and  fay, 

2{or  dare  We  [mother  that  light  under  a  Bufkell,  but  freely  hold  it  LibelL 
out  to  our  Seduced  Brethren  {for  fo  in  the  jpirit  ofmeeknejfe,  labour* 
ing  to  reclaime  them  We  ft  ill  Jpeake,)  that  they  may  fee  their  Errour; 
and  return  into  the  right  way, 

The  Apprehenfion  and  hope  of  thefe  men,  is  to  difcover  unto     §t  ^ 
us  (by  this  their  light  which  they  fo  freely  holdout  unto  us)  fome 
nakednefle  in  their  Father :  It  feemes  they  are  of  the  Genera- 
tion of  Cham ;  for  he  in  like  fort,  did  freely  hold  out  unto  his  Gen.  >.  22. 
Brethren  what  he  ought  to  have  hidden  and  concealed. 

But  becaufe  they  tell  us  they  dare  not  doe  othcrwife ;  we  their 
Brethren,  before  we  yeeld  up  our  felves  to  be  led  by  them,  defire 
to  know,  who  it  is  that  keepes  them  in  fuch  great  awe,  that  they 
dared  not  rather  to  have  aded  the  parts  of  Shem,  zndfaphet ;  Gen.  9.  23. 
which  we  conceive  had  been  more  to  their  own  credit  and  bene- 
fit, and  more  to  the  comfort  of  their  pofterity  :  Wfe  do  not  re- 
member any  puniihment  denounced  in  Scripture  againft  thofc 
that  conceale  the  imperfections  of  their  Father  :  we  are  plain 
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men,  nnd  teve  to  deal  plainly,  fpecially  with  thofe  that  offer 
thertffelves  -thus  freely  to  guide  us,  and  therefore  we  muft  tell 
them,  that  we  fufped  them  from  this  word  we  dare  not,  to  be 
under  Satan*  bondage,  for  he  it  is  that  rules  by  feare  \  He  it  is 
that  compelleth  thofe  that  be  ia  Captivity  under  him,  to  do€ 
wickedly  according  to  his  luft  and  will  5  to  tranfgrefle  Gods  Ho- 
ly word,  and  to  run  themfelvcs  upon  his  heavy  curfe;  yea,  He  it  is 
that  forceth  his  fervants  fo,  that  they  dare  do  no  otherwife  :  fure- 
ly  we  beieeve  thefe  men  cannot  .fhew  a  better  reafon  for  their 
calling  us  Seduced,  then  this  is  for  us  to  hold  thcrjnfu  fretted  «  and 
therefore  by  this  Title  from  henceforth  we  {hall  be  bold  to  call 
triem  our  Sufpetted  Brethren* 

And  the  Light  by  which  they  would  ftiew  hs  our  Errour,  fas 
they  call  it)  gives  us  farther  to  apprehend,  how  juftly  they  de- 
ferve  this  Title-  for  who  but  men  whom  the  God  of  the  world  hath 
blinded,  would  think  that  the  Kings  Errours,  (for  fuch  onelyia 
their  imaginations  is  the  light  which  they  here  fo  liberally,,  and 
freely  hold  out  unto  us,)  fhould  be  a  glafTe  fufficiently  able  to  dif- 
cover  to  us  our  faults :  Gods  word  and  law,  was  wont  to  be  the 

Rom.  7.  7.  fole  glaffc  and  rule  for  fuch  apurpofe:  By  the  Lore  comes  the 
knowledge  of  Sin y  (faith  the  Apoftle)  therefore  they  muft  fhew  u^ 
either  that  the  Law  is  out  of  date  in  thefe  times ;  grown  faulty 
and  unfufficient  :  orelfe  that  the  fame  doth  allow  us,  to  with- 
draw our  Duty  and  Obedience  frow  our  Soveraigne,  upon  the 
fight  of  his  fuppofed  or  real  Errours  1  that  God  therein  com- 
mands us  to  adhere  to  him  with  this  limitation,  unleffc  he  be  guil- 
ty of  fuch  and  fuch  failings :  except  they  can  fhew  us  this,  we  are 
refolved  not  to  forfake  our  old  light,  to  be  guided  by  a  new,  thus 
devifed  and  held  out  unto  us  by  our  Sujpetled  Brethren. 
§ .  5;  But,  (by  the  way )  why  do  they  call  us  their  Seduced  Brethren  ? 

we  conceive  becaufe  they  judge  U3  fimple,  in  compare  with  them- 
felves,  and  in  that  regard  very  capable  of  feduftion,  they  make 
themfelves  as  fare  of  us,  as  if  they  had  already  feduced  us ;  and 
therefore  they  call  us  their  Seduced  Brethren  :  weconfefle  our  in- 

601.3..*.      feriority  unto  them  in  this  refpecl,  for  as  the  Serpent  was  more 
fubtile  then  all  the  beafis  of  the  field,  fo  they  in  their  generation  are 
wifer  then  we,  and  do  deferve  the  Title  of  Subtile  and  fraftj  Bre- 
tbrcnx  as  well  as  of  Sufpetted ;  Put  we  muft  tell  them  ex  magnU 
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mgeft  'ru  magni  errorcsgxwt  crroars  have  not  come  but  from  great 
wit :  they  were  Gyants,  and  Lucifer  that  highly  rebelled  againft 
God  ;  and  S.  Auguftinc  advifcth,  magis  tiki- metue  cum  in  intellcEbu 
Ijabitat  Diabelw,  quam  cum  in  affeclwnibHi  ;  for  an  erroneous  De- 
vil in  the  undemanding,  will  quickly  prove  a  furious  Devil  in  the 
affections*  as  experience  tcacheth  :  therefore  we  will  be  content 
to  be  etteemcd  fimple&iil ;  yea,  to  be  oumbred  ( if  they  pleafej 
among  thofe  whom  Tlutarch  faies,  were  r.udicres  quam  qui  pote- 
rmtt  (keif* :  for  fo  we  hope  the  Devil  will  have  more  to  doe,  to 
intra p  us  the  Simple,  then  he  hath  had  to  captivate,  and  inthrall 
them  the  Subtile  :  for  (as  Efay  faies )  their  wifdome  and  under-  £fa) 
ft  adding  bath  perverted  them,  andcaufed  them  to  rebeR  •  and  from 
their  wifdome  ( doubtlefle)  their  hopes  doe  arife  to  reclaim,  (as 
they  call  it  J  or  rather  to  pervert  us  by  their  Labours ;  for  fo  ohey 
tell  us,  they  labour  to  reclaim?  hs  :  viz.  from  the  Errours  of  Loyal- 
ty and  Chriftian  Obedience. 

But  they  tell  us  they  labour  in  the  Jpirit  af  meekneffe ;  that  they 
Labour  we  beleeve,  their  Prcdeceflburs  have  done  fo  before 
them,  who  have  travailed  Sea  and  Land  to  make  others  the  Chil-  Mat 
dren  of  Hell  04  well  at  themfelves :  but  that  they  have  any  acquain- 
tance at  all  with  the  jpirit  ofmeekneffe,  we  can  fcarce  difcerne  by 
their  writings;  wherein  we  fee  nothing  wanting  fave  modefty, 
truth,  and  fincerityjbut  thefe  being  the  naturall  fruits  of  the  Spirit 
ofmeeknejfe,  we  fhould  have  jndged  the  Authors  of  this  Book 
quite  Empty  of  that  Spirit,  had  not  themfelves  informed  us  o- 
therwife :  And  yet  too  by  Chrifts  own  warrant  we  may  be  fu- 
fpicious  of  thofc  that  beare  teftiraony  of  themfelves :  A  Jhadow  of  Ion. 
meekpeffe  I  grant  they  may  havej)ut  the  Spirit  is  another  thing. 

When  Satan  loboured  with  our  firft  Parents  to  the  fame  end, 
as  thefe  doe  with  us,  he  had  a  Jhadow  ofmeekneffe  and  love  in  his 
expreffions ;  but  not  the  Spirit :  fo  thofe  Wolves  that  were  pro-  Gen 
phefied  to  come  in  thefe  laft  dayes,  are  foretold  to  have  Jheepes 
cloathing,  that  is,  fbadom  and  pretences  of  meeknejfe,  they  fhould  Mat 
blcate  fo  lamb-like,  that  the  very  Elect  themfelves,  fhould  fcarce 
be  able  to  difcerne  them  ;  but  yet  they  fhould  be  quite  void  of  the 
Jpirit  ofmecknejfe  :  and  verily  we  fufpecl  thefe  our  fuitile  Bre- 
thren to  be  of  that  number  :  nay  they  tell  us,  that  in  the  Jpirit  of 
-mtek»effe  they  StiM $f*k. 
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This  word  Still  makes  us  bethink  ourfelves,  how  they  have 
fpoke  already,  and  to  look  back  to  their  former  language  and 
dealings  with  us ;  and  we  find  that  we  have  been  reviled,  railed 
upon,  reproached  both  in  Print  and  Va\pit,fub  tello,  &fub  die, 
by  the  names  and  titles  of  Malignants,  Tapifts,  Devils  and  Dogs  ; 
we  have  been  imprifoned,  plundred,  and  violently  diveftcd  of  all 
we  had,  for  our  Confciencc  and  Allegeance  fake ;  we  have  had 
our  deare  Wives,  our  tender  Infants,  our  gray-haired  Parents, 
turn'd  out  of  doores,  and  expofed  to  beggcry  for  our  fakes ;  our 
fclves  being  formerly  baniflied  and  feparated  from  them  for 
Gods  fake  ;  becaufe  we  will  not  be  reclaimed  from  the  Gofpel  of 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  that  Doclrine  of  Obedience  which  all  our  dayes 
hath  been  taught  us  in  tke  Church  of  England  :  we  have  been 
hunted  up  and  down  theKingdome,  like  wilde  beafts  bythefe 
meek^men  ;  and  fuch  as  they  have  fet  upon  us,  to  fpill  our  bloud : 
we  have  had,  (fome  of  us)  the  trials  of  cruel  mockings  and  /com- 
ings,  yezoffcQHrgrngs  i  fome  of  us  have  been  roafted  at  the  fire, 
have  had  our  Hands  a#d  Feet  burnt  oft,  in  a  far  more  cruel  man- 
ner then  Bifhop  Bonner  ferved  Tomkins,  or  EdmondTirrell,  Rofe 
aAllen,  (according  as  it  is  mentioned  in  the  book  of  Martyrs : ) 
we  have  been  tempted  to  take  their  curfed  Oathes  and  Covenants, 
and  we  have  fthoufands  of  us)  been  (lain  with  the  Sword;  we 
have  been  forced  to  wander  up  and  down,  through  woods  and 
mountains,  fhall  I  fay  in  fbeep-skins  and  goat-skins  I  Nay,  fome  of 
us  without  any  doathes  at  all,  being  ftripped  ftark  naked  by 
thefe  cur  mo  deft  Country-men,  as  thofe  of  our  Nation,  aad  Reli- 
gion were  in  Ireland,  by  the  Barbarous,  and  mercilefie  Rebells 
there,  and  conftrained  thus  to  fhift  for  our  lives,  being  deftitute, 
afflieled,  tormented :  Thus  hath  that  fiirit  of  meekneffe  ,  which 
rules  in  thefe  our  fubtile  andfufpetled  Brethren,  difcovered  itfelf 
unto  Us  ;  and  fay  they  In  the  Spirit  of  meeknefe  we  fiili  freaky  but 
from  this  their  fpirit  ofmeeknefle  Good  Lord  deliver  us.  They 
proceed  and  fay, 

LibdI.  For  thofe  that  wilfully  deviate,  and  make  it  their  Profejfion  to  op- 

fofe  the  truth,  we  thinkjt  below  us  to  revile  them  with  opprobrious 
Language,  remembring  the  tApoftle  Jude,  arul  that  example  Whkh 
he  gives  Hi  in  his  Epiftle. 
§ .  6.  Apofile  Jude  in  his  Epifih  fpeaks  of  certain  pcrfons,  "whom 

Judge,  yer.S^.  he 
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he  calls  filthy  dreamers,  becaufc  (doiibtleffej  they  forfaking  the 
rule  of  Gods  Word,talked  and  dreamed  of  new  lights  and  Reve- 
lations (which  alfo  they  followed)  t he fe  dreamers  (he  fayes) 
JJtifid  Dominions,  and  fyake  evill  of  Dignities,  viz.  of  filth  pcr- 
ibns  to  whom  (  in  regard  of  their  Authority  and  Eminency  ) 
they  owed  their  .higheft duty  and  Reverence;  and  the  Example 
which  the  Apoftle  gives  (to  whom  herefembles  thefemen)  is 
of  the  De vill  himfelfc,  who  difputing  with  Michael  the  <*sfrch- 
Angell  ("a  fupreame  Servant  of  God,maintaining  the  truth  againft 
him)  did  affault  him  with  railing  accufations ;  now  thefe  our 
fubtile  andfufpefted  Brethren  tell  us,  that  they  remember  the  <>A- 
pofile  hide,  and  the  Example  he  gives  them  :  indeed  [we  perceive 
they  do  remember  it  very  well ;  they  are  full  as  good  as  their 
word  in  this  particular ;  nor  could  any  men  remember  it  better 
then  they  do,  or  fhew  a  more  abfolute  conformity  unto  it?;  for 
they  dreame  of  new  Lights,  they  dejpife  Dominions,  they  ftpeah^  evill  of 
Dignities :  their  chief  conteftation  is  with  the  fuprearaeft  of 
Gods  Servants  in  this  Kingdome,  whom  for  his  defending  the 
truth  they  do  afTault,and  revile  with  mod  opprobrious  language  : 
and  we  do  verily  beleeve  too,  their  fpirits  are  fo  high,  that  (ac- 
cording to  their  own  .faying)  they  thinkjt  below  themfelvesy  to 
fpeak  altogether  fo  evilly  of  any,  as  of  Dignities ;  to  offer  fo 
much  defpight  to  any,  as  to  their  betters,  under  whofe  Domini- 
on they  ought  to  fubjecT:  themfelves :  for  they  remember  what  the 
Apoftle  fade  fayes,  and  the  example  Which  he  gives  them  in  hi* 
Epiftle. 

Bc(ides,if  they  fhould  rail  with  opprobrious  language  upon  thofc 
who  Wilfully  deviate,  and  make  it  their  profejjlon  to  oppofe  the  truth, 
they  fhould  revile  themfelves,  and  give  ill  language  one  to  ano- 
ther, for  (if  practice  may  fpeak  profeffion,  and  what  men  be ) 
they  are  the  moft  wilfull  deviatours  from  the  known  truth,  and 
the  greateft  oppofers  of  it,  that  ever  fprung  from  the  bottomlefs 
pit,  in  this  laft  Age :  and  fo  they  fhould  fhew  themfelves  not  on- 
ly forgetfull  of  the  Apoftle  fude,  and  the  example  which  he  gives 
them :  but  alfo  of  themfelves,  and  of  that  Oath  and  Covenant, 
which  they  have  taken  to  hold  one  with  another ,  and  to  aflilt 
each  other  in  this  their  [wilfull  deviation  againft  the  truth,  and 
againft  their  Soveraigne :  for  though  they  have  broken  their 
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Oath  of  Allegeance  (fo  often  takenj  to  defend  hisiife  and  Ho- 
nour, who  is  the  defender  of  the  truth,  yet  they  are  refolved,not 
to  break  that  other,vvhich  they  have  taken  fince,  not  to  lay  down 
Armes  (of  which  their  tongues  and  pens  are  a  fpeciall  part,)  tiH 
they  have  had  their  will  of  the  Km^,  and  fatisfted  their  lufts  upon 
him  j  perhaps  indeed  afterwards,  they  may  beat  leifureto  break 
their  Oath  of  Aflbciation  too,  and  may  come  to  be  fo  humbled 
by  one  another,  that  they  may  not  think  it  fo  below  themfelves 
(as  it  feemes  yet  they  do,)  to  revile  with  opprobrious  language, 
thofe  that  wilfully  Deviated/id  have  made  it  then  prtfejfion  to  oppofe 
the  truth. 

But  truely  we,  (their  fimple  Brethren)  are  of  opinion,  that  if 
thefe  high-thoughted  men,  did  not  at  this  prefent  thinkjt  bdr» 
them,  to  ihamc  themfelves  •  to  upbraid  their  own  hearts  with 
tV*eir  own  wayes ;  to  charge  their  own  doings  upon  their  own 
Confciences,  but  would  furTer  that  fepulcher  in  their  own  bofoms 
to  open :  that  the  fteame  thereof  might  afcend  into  their  own 
noftril?,to  the  loathing  of  themfelves ;  they  friould  do  more  be- 
come ingly,  and  what  in  the  end  would  be  found  more  Comfor* 
table. 

But  concerning  the  Scripture  which  thefe  Dreamers  have  al- 
leadged  out  of  S.  fade  $  it  being  the  fole,  and  onery  one  produced 
for  their  own  Juftification,  in  thefe  their  Commentaries  upon  the 
Kings  letters  5  we  mud  give  them  their  due  praife,  and  yeeld  it 
was  very  futable  for  the  purpofe :  They  goe  on,  and  tell  us  of 
fomething  to  be  feen  alfo,faying, 
Libell.  They  may  fee  here  in  thefe  his  private  letters  what  AffeElion  the 

King  beares  to  hi*  prtple,  what  Language  and  Titles  he  bejhwes  up- 
9tt  Mr  great  Cwitcetl+ 
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S  E  C  T.  III. 

I.  The  Kings  great  and  true  affection  to  his  people  Evi- 
denced. 2.  How  far  divers  of  them  that  c all  them- 
f elves  ^  His  Great  C  ounce  11  ^are  from  proving  t  hem f elves 
his  good  Councilors .  The  ten  Rules  or  Precepts  where- 
by  they  have  proceeded.  3.  of  the  Language  and  Ti- 
tles which  they  complain  of  and  how  truly  the  name  Re- 
bell  belongs  unto  them.  4.  The  true  caufe  of  that  great 
grief  and  for  row  fo  often  mentioned:  ^An  impudent 
Charge  againft  the  King  propounded  by  the  Libellers. 

THe  unlearned  ( faith  S.  Peter)  do  pervert  many  things  inS*  §•  T' 
Pauls  Epifilejy  to  their  own  deft r utl ion,  through  the  ignorance  z  Per.  16. 
that  is  m  them  1  and  if  fo,  then  much  rather  may  the  malicious 
make  perverfe  conftru&ions  upon  the  Kings  Letters  to  the  hurt 
of  others3through  the  bitternefs  that  is  in  them.Truly  we  do  ima- 
gine that  our  fubt'de  and JujpeBed Brethren  have  even  fo  done:  and 
malumbcingfui  diffufivum,  they  would  fain  feafon  us  with  the 
fame  liquor  which  infecleth  them:  to  which  end,  they  would 
have  us  look  with  fuch  Eyes  as  they  doe,  and  to  judge  with  fuch 
hearts ;  for  thereby  in  time  wc  may  perhaps  be  brought  to  fpeak 
with  fuch  tmgues,  and  to  act  with  fach  hands  too  ;  And  (perad- 
venturc)  if  we  cannot  read  with  their  Spectacles,  or  rclifh  their 
interpretationsjthey  wil  conclude  us  to  be  ftark  blinde.and  ftrong- 
Jy  Seduced:  But  if  they  do,  we  arc  of  S+Tauls  minde,  and  pajfe  1  Cor.  4. 3. 
not  much  to  be  judged  by  them,  our  Judge  is  Chrift,  whofe  Gofpell 
hath  taught  us  to  interpret  better. 

Thcfe  Letters  fwe  acknowledge)  have  been  read,  and  as  pro- 
ceeding from  their  hands  too,  together  with  their  corrupt  glofle 
opon  them  :  and  we  wifh  from  our  foules,  we  had  fecn  no  more 
difloyalty  in  the  one,  then  we  doe  difaffection  in  the  other;  no 
vvor&^language  in  their  notes  againft  the  beft  of  Kings,  then  wc 
doe  in  his  letters  againft  the  worft  of  Subjects :  we  fee  his  tender 
care  to  prefervc  in  being,  his  Proteftant  people  in  the  Kingdome 
of  IreLwfl  •  (he  being  made  unable  at  the  prefent  to  reftore  them 
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to  their  former  wel-beingj  Pap.  16,  and  17.  we  fee  alfo  how  de- 
firous  he  is  to  fettle  a  peace  among  his  unkinde  and  unnaturall 
people  of  this  Kingdome,  ( though  with  the  diminution  of  his 
own  undoubted  rights,  and  the  lending  away,  to  his  own  great 
lofTe  and  prejudice,  his  moft  juft  Prerogative)  Tap.  251.  we  fee 
moreover,  how  hisfpirit  is  grieved  in  him,  at  the  StubbornneiTe 
and  perverfnefie  of  die  Englifli  llebells,  that  they  hindred  his 
hopes  of  an  Accomodation  by  way  of  Treaty,  Pap.  6.  which  (in 
the  judgement  of  all  that  love  their  Country)  would  be  the  beft 
for  the  people  of  this  land,  as  the  cafe  now  ftandeth  :  we  fee  in 
his  Letters,  what  refolution  he  hath  to  adhere  to  his  Clergy,  the 
MelTengers  and  Servants  of  the  great  God,  ( who  were  wont  to 
be  reckoned  among  the  better  fort  of  his  people,  though  now 
with  thefe  new  and  vile  Reformers,  they  are  the  moft  contemp- 
tible) Tap.  1 .  Indeed  his  private  directions  for  his  Commiflio-* 
ners  at  Vxbridge,  do  alone  fpcake  fufficiently  his  fatherly  and  Pi- 
ous sslffeBion  to  his  people  :  His  words  (  as  his  very  Enemies  re- 
cord them )  are  thefe,  Paper  25. 

/  cannot  yeeld  to  the  change  of  the  Government  by  Bi- 
fhops  :  not  onely  as  I  fully  concur,  with  the  moft  Generall 
opinion  of  Chrtftians  in  all  Ages  ( as  being  the  befl)  But 
likewife  I  hold  my  felf  particularly  bound  by  the  Oath  I  took 
at  my  Coronation,  not  to  alter  the  Government  of  this 
Church,  from  what  I  found  it :  And  as  for  the  Churches 
Patirmony  I  cannot  faffer  any  diminution,  or  alienation  of 
it,  being  (without  per  adventure)  Sacr  Hedge,  and likewife 
contrary  to  my  Coronation  Oath :  But  whatever  fhall  be 
offered  for  rectifying  of  abufes  ( if any  have  crept  in,)  or 
for  the  eafe  of  tender  Confciences ,  (fo  as  it  endamage 
not  the  foundation)  1 am  content  to  heare,  and  will  be  con- 
tent  to  give  a  gratious  anfwer  thereunto. 

Had  any  of  the  Kings  PredecelTours,  but  offered  thus  much, 
half  thus  much,  to  the  ftrifteft  non-Conformifts  in  former  times, 
they  would  have  cryed  it  up,  for  a  token  of  the  greateft  affection 
that  e\er  King  did  fhew  unto  his  people:  But  the  men  of  our 
times.  unicfTe  their  Soveraignc  will  commit  perjury,  and  break 
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his  Oath  to  God  (as  they  have  done  theirs  both  to  God  and 
him,)  to  plcafe  their  Humours,  unlefs  he  will  commit  Sacriledge 
(as  they  do;)  deftroy  his  own  Confciencc,  and  damnchisown 
foul,  to  fatisfie  their  lufts,  they  arc  refolved  to  raile  upon  him  for 
one  that  beares  no  Affetlions  to  fa  people. 

But  in  thefe  his  Inftrudions  to  the  famcCommiflloners,  wc 
may  and  do  obfervc  more  of  his  Aflfaftion  yet,  (to  his  own  dam- 
mage  and  wrongs  unto  his  people ;  his  words  arc  thefe,  (by  the 
teftimony  alfo  of  his  own  deadly  enemies.) 

The  CAtiltia  is  certainly  the  fit  eft  fub\e  ft  for  a  Kings 
quarrell,  for  without  it,  the  Kingly  power  is  but  a  fhadow, 
(who  can  deny  this  i )  and  therefore  upon  no  tneanes  to  be 
acquitted,  but  maintained,  accord: ng  to  the  Ancient  known 
lawes  of  the  Land,  (jio  otherwifc  doth  the  Kin^  defirc  to 
have  it  defended  and  upheld  :  )  Tct  becaufe  to  attain  to 
thi>s  fo  much  w.fljed peace  by  all  good  men,  it  is  in  a  manner 
necefjary,  [Sal.  in  regard  of  the  guilty  Confciences  of 
the  Kebells ,)  that  a  fuffcicm,  and  reallfecurity  be  given 
(even  to  them  to  take  away  ufpoflible)  their  fufpition  J 
for  the  performance  of  what  frail  be  agreed  upon  :  I  permit 
you  either  by  leaving Jirong  T owns,  or  other  CM  Hit  ary  for- 
ces m  the  Rcbells  poffefiion ,  (untill  Articles  be  per  for- 
med,)  to  give  fuch  affurance  for "performance  of  conditi- 
ons, as  you  frail  judge  necejfary  to. conclude  a ftrm  Peace. 
Provided  alwayes,  that  you  take  as  great  a  care  by  fufficient 
fecurity,  that  Conditions  be  performed  to  me,  (good  rea- 
fon^  and  to  make  fure  that  the  peace  once  fettled,  all  things 
frail  return  to  their  ancient  Channell. 

Now  behold  and  wonder,  (O  all  ye  Nations  of  the  word  J 
and  judge  ( I  befeech  you)  betwixt  this  King  and  his  Accufcrs : 
Could  any  Chriftia*  deny  himfelf  more  .?  Did  ever  Prince  deny 
himfelfefo  much  ?  Can  the  defires  of  any  man  be  more  equal  and 
juft  then  thefe  are  !  Doe  you  perceive  in  thefe  his  fecret  inftru- 
dions,  that  he  covets  any  more  power,  or  Prerogative  then  is  al- 
lowed or  approved  by  the  Ancient  and  known  Laws  of  the 
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Land  ?  Can  any  innocent  difpofition  upon  the  earthdpoffibJy  give 
more  fatisfaftion  to  a  perverfe,  froward  and  guilty  Enemy,  then 
is  here  offered  to  thefe  men,by  a  raoft  Gracious,and  Honeft  King; 
onely  to  procure  life  and  tranquility  to  his  poore  people, who  are 
molt  mercilefly  butchered,  and  abufedby  their  fellow-fubjec^s  > 
lam  confident  you  will  allyeeld,  that  thefe  expreffions  of  the 
King,  in  thefe  his  private  letters,  do  difcover  fufficient  afetlions  to 
his  people :  and  doubtlefle  you  will  judge  too,  that  thofe  who  are 
not  of  the  fame  opinion,  are  onely  they  who  defire  to  denude 
him  of  that  Kingly  right,  and  dignity,  which  God  alone  hath  in- 
verted him  withall ;  Yea,  and  of  his  life  it  ft  If  ir  poflibly  they 
can,  Sed  provident  Bern :  God  we  truft  will  ftill  protect  him. 

And  then  further  yet,  in  his  directions  to  his  laid  CommiiTIo- 
ners  concerning  Ireland:  the  King  infers,  that  he  is  willing  to 
confentto  anything,  that  fliallbe  defired  ordevifed,  may  bat  a 
clear  e  way  be  jhewedhim,  bow  his  poore  P  rote  flam  Subjects  there, 
may  probably  (  at  leafl  )  defend  themf elves ,  and  that  himfelfe 
fhall  have  no  more  need  to  defend  his  Confcience,  and  Crown,  from 
the  injuries  of  this  Englifb  Rebellion.  I  do  not  doubt  but  all  men  of 
Religion  and  Reafon,  will  acknowledge  in  the  Kings  behalf,  that 
thefe  be  ample  Teftimonies  of  his  true  Affections  \  and  yet  thefe 
men  fpeak,  as  if  the  King  wanted  affections  to  his  people. 

I  confeflfe  there  be  a  Company  got  above-board  in  thefe  times, 
who  call  themfelves  His  people,*nd  Gods  people,  yea  his  onely  good 
Subjects,  and  Gods  onely  good  Children  s  but  in  very  deed  their 
works  fpeak  them  neither  to  belong  to  God,  nor  Him  :  Loammi 
may  their  name  &  title  properly  be.  The  King  may  happily  (hew 
his  diflikc  of  them,  and  their  wayes,  but  this  fpeaks  no  difaffeclion 
in  him  to  his  own  people,any  more  then  ourSaviours  diflikc  of  the 
Pharifesfr  their  conditions  did  fpeak  difaffe&ion  to  his  difciples; 
thofe  onely  are  the  Kings  peoplefhzt  yeeld  him  their  obedience. 
§.  2.  But  they  tell  us  alfo,  that  in  his  Letters,  we  fhall  fee  what  Lan- 
guage and  Titles  the  King  beftowes  upon  his  great  (founcett :  they 
meane  the  prevailing  faction  at  Weftminfter ,whom  they  cal  Great, 
becaufe  they  are  fo  ftrong  at  this  prefent,  andfo  powerfull,  for 
2Kina.x8.28.  Rabfikehupon  this  ground  called  his  matter  the  Great  King,  and 
Gen  10  q  WSmrod  alfo  was  called  Great  from  a  like  reafon,  he  had  by  cruel- 
ty and  opprefllon  ( as  thefe  have  done)  got  the  upper  hand  of 
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all  his  neighbours:  'tis  the  nature  of  fome  to  zttedigreatnefc,  and 
to  manifeft  the  fame,  whereas  Gods  delights  are  tofhewhi; 
goodnctfe  rather  :  Had  that  Great  CounceU,  (which  they  fpeak  of) 
been  of  Gods  minde,  and  endeavoured  in  Gods  way,  to  have 
pro  red  themfclves  the  Kings  gtod  Counce/I,thcrc  would  have  been 
no  exceptions  about  Language  or  Titles. 

Great  weyecld  them,  and  wifh  with  our  foulcs,  they  were  as 
goob  :  But  we  conceive  not,  how  that  Great  Councelly  can  be  the 
Kings  great  Councelly  (  as  thefecall  it,}  unlefle  onely  in  that  fence, 
as  thofe  Husbandmen  in  the  Gofpel  were  their  Lords  fervants,  Mat 
when  having  already  killed,  and  beaten  many  of  their  fellows, 
they  had  entred  into  a  Confutation  to  murder  the  Heire  himftlf; 
and  to  feizc  on  his  inheritance  for  themfelvcs  :  when  their  Lord 
didfirft  commit  his  vineyard  to  their  care  to  drefle,  and  keep, 
while  they  laboured  for  his  benefit  and  advantage,  he  might  ac- 
knowledge them  for  his  fervants :  but  when  «nce  they  failed  in 
their  trulr,  fought  their  own  ends  only,  and  his  damage,  there 
was  no  reafon,he  fhould  efteem  of  them  any  longer. 

Lucifer  and  his  Companions  were  at  their  flrft  Creation ,  Sons 
of  the  Morning,  all  bright  Angels,  glorious  Creatures,  beloved  of 
God  ;  but  when  they  entertained  afpiring  thoughts,  difdained 
their  equalls,  feparated  from  them,  and  thought  much  that  He 
who  made  them,  (hould  be  above  them  ;  they  fall  from  their  Ho- 
nour, and  no  longer  abode  in  their  Primitive  Condition;  fo  when 
mutable  men,  alter  from  what  they  were,  they  leave  their  former 
Names  and  Titles. 

We  ( for  our  parts )  cannot  conceive,  how-  the  meere  place, 
or  bare  walls  in  a  Counccll  Chamber,  can  make  or  continue  men 
to  be  of  the  Kings  Conncell ;  nor  can  we  be  perfwaded,  that  the 
outward  taking  of  an  Oath  or  Proteftation,  to  defend  the  Kings 
Ife,  Honour,  and  Eflate ,  without  a  faithful!  difchargc  thereof, 
and  fulfilling  the  truft  impofed,  doth  fpeak  men  to  be  the  Kings 
good  C  ounce  Hours.  Good  Councellours  (as  we  apprehend)  are 
fuch  as  ftudy  finccrely,  and  are  meft  fpecially  carefull  to  maintain 
their  Prince  his  Crown  and  Dignity,  to  prefer  his  Honour  fair 
and  fplendent,  ( as  being  the  very  life  of  His  Majcfty :  )  when 
there  is  any  mifcarriage  in  Govcrnment,theywill  rather  take  the 
fault  upon  themfelvcs  thenfuffer  it  in  the  leaft  degree  to  have 
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reflection  upon  their  Soveraigne ;  they  will  (though  to  their  own 
loflej  endeavour  to  acquit  him  of  all  blame,  and  to  uphold  his 
reputation  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  :  did  ever  any  Honeft  P+> 
lukian  propound  fuch  rules  to  be  obferved  by  a  Kings  Great 
C  ounce  It,  or  ever  any  Statef-men  or  Councellotirs,  who  were  Chri- 
ftian  and  Religious,  order  their  pra&ice  according  to  fuch  Pre- 
cepts as  thefe  that  follow  } 

1.  Promife  at  your  firft  meeting  to  make  your  King,  the  m*fh 
Glorious  Prince  in  Ckriftendome,  and  take  a  Protection  to  defend 
Ins  life^Hwmr,  and  Eft *tey  that  fohe  may  give  the  more  credence 
to  you,  and  the  Common  people  may  ihave  the  better  opinion  of 
your  Love  and  Loyaltie  ;  and  fo  be  more  apt  to  do  any  thing  that 
you  w  ill  have  them. 

2.  When  you  nave  done  this,  labour  by  all  meanes  to  make  a 
ftr$ng  fatten  amongft  your  felves  againft  the  King  :  and  if  any  of 
your  fellows  befo  fcrupulousin  Confcience,  that  they  will  not 
j'oyn  with  you,  be  fure  that  by  all  meanes,  you  force  them  from 
the  Councel-houfe  :  and  if  you  cannot  otherwife  effed  it,  fet  the 
Common  people  to  threaten  and  affault  them,  as  Enemies  to  the 
State  and  Kingdome. 

3.  Vtctcndfealoujies^nd  Feares  ;  and  hereupon  with  all  fpeed 
poflefle  your  felves  both  of  the  CMilitia  and  2{avj  of  the  King- 
dome,  and  fee  to  it,  that  (  in  no  hand  )  you  futfer  trie  King  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  either. 

4.  Seize  upon  all  the  Kings  Rents^nd  Revenew  ,and  ftarve  Him 
if  you  can  ;  fuffer  Him  not  to  have  the  common  comforts  of  an 
ordinary  man,  to  enjoy  the  Society  of  the  wife  of  His  boforne,or 
any  houfe  of  His  own  to  Lodge  in  :  if  he  be  a  Chriftian,  put  Him 
into  his  Lords  Condition  ;  that  he  may  fay,  the  foxes  have  holes% 
and  the  birds  of  tin  tAire  have  neftsjfut I  have  mt  where  to  hide  my 
Mead. 

5.  Lay  all  the  Mifcarrlages  that  your  felves,  or  any  other  in* 
fcriour  Officers  have  committed ,  fince  the  beginning  of  His 
Reigne,  to  His  Charge,  in  a  large  Renf&nftrance ;  &  do  what  ever 
elfe  you  can  poffibly  devife  to  make  Him  odious  unto  his  people. 

6*  Study  to  Vex  and  Grieve  his  Spirit  upon  all  occafions,  by 
all  meanes ;  pervert  and  mifconftrue  on  purpofe,  all  His  foyingSj 
letters^  and  doing?,  and  yccld  not  to  His  ddtfes  in  any  thing,  be  it 
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never  fo  juft,  and  reafonable;  but  tempt  and  urge  Him,  to  perjure 
HimfeJf,  and  to  commit  Sacriledge  if  pofll  ble. 

7.  Authorize  all  bafe  Libells,  all  feandaious  and  lying  Pam- 
phlets that  any  one  hath  a  minde  "to  publilli  againll  Fim  ;  though 
they  be  fuch  as  not  oncly  the  Authours  themfeives,  but  the  very 
Devill  himfelf  would  blui*K  to  own. 

8.  KM,  Slay,  and  Deflroy  all  that  love  Him,  and  think  well  of 
Him  ;fuppreflc,  reproach,  ruinate,  banifb,imprifon,  or  murder, 
all  thofe  Minifters  ofGodythat  (hall  dare  to  alleadge  Gods  Word, 
in  their  Kings  behalf,  and  fail  not  to  fhewfpeciall  favour  and 
countenance,  >to  all  fuch  Preachers,  as  have  mouth  and  forehead 
to  belie  Him,  and  to  defame  Him  from  the  Pulpits,  and  that 
willfpeakc  of  Him,  as  if  He  were  an  Infidell,  an  Idolater,  an 
Apoihte. 

p.  When  you  have  brought  Him  to  a  rnoft  low  and  defolate 
condition,  be  fure  you  Flout  luftily  at  Him^and  hire  fellows  that 
ait  s/^fjtMirtfiw  wmg>  to  write  weekly  Pamphlets  on  purpofeto 
expofe  Him  to  be  Ludihrium  Hominum,  &  opprobrium  Populi-fov 
this  was  the  condition  of  Chnft  His  Saviour;  to  which  He,as  well 
as  others  who  are  Godly,  muft  be  conformable. 

10.  Let  all  your  Confutations  be  only  to  throw  Him  down  from 
that  ExeeRency  wherein  God  hath  fet  Him  :  although  to  bring  the 
feme  to  patfe,  you  hazard  the  deftruftion  of  all  His  Kingdomes ; 
But  be  fure,  you  hold  your  own  ftill,call  yourfelves  His  great 
founceUyznci  when  ever  you  write  unto  Him,  let  it  be  in  this  fub- 
miiive  form  and  ftile  :  We  jour  Makefiles  mofi  Humble \ayidmoft 
Lojall  Subjetls,  cinfidertng  with  great  grief  and  furrow  of  Hearty 
&c. 

Can  any  men,  that  have  but  the  leaft  fpark  of  grace,  or  mo- 
defty  in  them,  affirm,  that  the  Councellours  who  walk  towards 
their  King  according  to  thefe  or  fuch  like  rules,  do  deferve  the 
name  of  the  Kings  £ounceH  f  Truly  we  ( who  arc  accounted  Se- 
duced) having  been  brought  up  in  the  plain,  honeft,  Proteftant 
Chriftian  Religton.dare  not  either  think  or  fay  they  do:  we  know 
there  will  come  a  day,  when  all  men  fhall  be  judged  according 
there  works,  and  therefore  in  the  mean  time  our fukile  Brethren 
muft  pardon  us,  if  we  fo  judge  of  men  for  theprefent,  as  their  m 
works  fpeak  them  s  nor  indeed  dare  we  fo  much  difparage  the  * 
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moft  High,  and  moft  Honourable  Court,  (of  Parliament)  in  Eng- 
land, (to  which  alone  the  Title  of  the  Kings  Great  CounceU  be- 
longed;) as  to  fatten  the  fame  upon  fuch  a  Difloyall,  Hypocriti- 
cal), unchriftian,  and  bloudy  Fatlion  as  this  now  above-board  is, 
and  which  walketh  according  to  the  fore-mentioned  Rules. 

But  what  are  thofe  Titles  or  Language,  which  in  thefe  his  Let- 
ters we  may  fee  the  King  be  ft  owes  upon  his  Great  C ounce  11,  '(zs  they 
call  it })  we  find  him  therein  Lamenting  their  pert  in  acy,  com- 
plaining of  their  Stubborunefle,  and  bewailing  the  perverfenefle 
of  their  fpirits :  as  Chrift  could  not  look  upon  fuch  conditioned 
perfons  without  Grief  and  Anger ;  fo  the  King  cannot  fpeake  of 
them  without  forrow  and  indignation  :  for  they  were  once  his 
people,  though  now  they  have  plucked  their  necks  from  under  his 
yoak:  perhaps  fometimes  he  calls  them  by  the  name  of  Rebells, 
and  is  there  not  a  came  ?  did  not  Chrift  call  fome  that  walked  in 
fuch  wayes  as  they  goe  mVipers  and  Children  of  the  Devill?Whcn 
the  Jewiili  Nation,  whom  God  had  formerly  owned  for  his  peo- 
ple, did  a<5l  the  part  ©f  an  Imperious  whori/h  woman ;  he  called  her 
Harlot :  'tis  fit  every  thing  fhould  be  called  by  its  owne  name;ard 
that  the  name  Rebell  is  proper  to  them  whom  the  King  entitles 
with  it,w  e  are  able  to  fliew  by  fuch  ftrong  Arguments,  as  thefe 
their  Champions  f  for  all  their  Subtilty )  can  never  anfwer ;  for 
what  ever  wickednefle  is  or  has  been  in  any  Rebels  of  former  A- 
ges,i>  fupcrlatively  apparent  in  thefe  men  :  Let  themfelves  but  fay 
what  things  do  make  and  denominate  a  Rebell,  and  it  fhall  be 
Evidenced  dearly  that  themfelves  have  the  fame  Conditions. 

Are  they  Rebells  that  lift  up  a  violent  hand  againft  the  Supream 
Magiftrate  ?  or  that  open  afoul  mouth  againft  Him  ?  or  that  pub- 
lish and  Authorize  bafc  Scandalous  Tamphlets^o  His  defamation 
and  difhonour  ?  that  violently  break  all  Laws,  both  Humane 
and  Divine  ?  If  any  one  of  thefe,  or  all  thefe  together,  be  the 
properties  of  RebeHs3thcn  thefe  men  are  compleatly  qualified  for 
the  Title.  Or  again,is  it  the  cultome  of  Rebells  to  flight  the  Kings 
Authority }  to  deny  Him  to  be  Gods  Anointed  ?  to  rob  Him  of 
His  rents  and  revalues  >  to  cheat  Him  of  His  Arms,  His  Ships,His 
Caftles,  and  Hearts  of  His  people  ?  to  hunt  Him  up  and  down  his 
Kingdome,  like  a  Partridge  upon  the  mount aines  f  If  thefe  be  the 
Actions,  and  works  of  RcbeHs9xhcn  thefe  men  above  all  men  have 
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fully  merited  to  be  fo  called.  In  a  word,  if  tsfbfalom,  and  *Achi. 
topbel;  if  Sheba  the  fon  ofHichri;  if  Korah,  Dathax,  and  tAbirarH 
were  Rebells  in  their  Generations,  then  fo  are  thefe  in  this ;  f  r 
thefe  have  done  over  all  the  fame  things  which  every  of  them 
did  do,  though  with  greater  impudence  and  violence  :  Nayif  S. > 
tan  himfelf  in  his  feduction  of  our  firft  Parents,  did  act  the  Rebell 
againft  the  Almighty,then  alfo  have  thefe  againft  their  Sovereign  * 
for  they  have  dircdly  proceeded  in  his  method  and  way^as  might 
be  (hewed  in  all  the  particulars :  But  thefe  Examples  are  alffo 
Evident  in  Scripture  to  peoples  eyes,  that  I  lhall  leave  the  matter 
wholly  to  their  own  obfervance,  and  liften  to  what  thefe  men  fay 
further  ;  having  told  us  of  Language  and  Titles  which  the  King 
beftowes  upon  his  Great  C  ounce  11  f\\<:y  adde, 

}Vhk  h  M  return  not  again 9  but  confider  with  Sorrow  that  it  cowes  Libell. 
from  a  ^Prince  Seduced  out  of  bis  proper  [p  he  are. 

What  the  King  beftowes  we  have  heard  already  s  what  they  re-  § .  4. 
turn  we  (hall  fee  anon  :  only  in  the  firft  place  we  cannot  but  ok 
ferve  their  Sorrowfull  Confider  at  ion,  becaufe  'tis  a  phrafe  in  greac 
fafhion,  even  with  them  alfo  whom  they  call  his  Great  C  ounce  ll-9 
who  have  many  a  time  and  oft,  told  the  King  in  their  letters  to 
him,  of  their  own  great  griefs  and  forr owes  :  But  let  their  Con- 
fciences  fpeak,  what  is  the  true  ground  of  their  forrow,  is  it  not 
this?  Becaufe  they  that  are  able  to  doe  fo  much  to  the  Kings  da-  • 
mage,  to  raife  fo  many  Armies  againft  him  of  his  own  people,  to 
corrupt  fo  many  of  his  Officers  and  Commanders,  for  to  betray 
the  places  committed  to  their  truft,  (hould  not  yet  by  all  their 
injurious  and  contumelious  dealings,  (which  have  been  more  then 
was  ever  offered  to  a  Chriftian  Prince  by  Proteftant  people,)  be 
able  to  break  his  heart,  and  fink  him  to  his  grave  5  ftill  they  fee  he 
is  ftrengthened  by  the  help  of  God  to  beare  his  burden  :  and  they 
have  heard  (haply)  of  that  his  pious  expreffion,  viz.  Though 
God  hath  pleafed  to  lay  on  me  a  greater  'Burden  of  Affliction >  then  up- 
on other ^Princes  my  Predecejfours :  yet  wit  hall  he  hath  in  his  good- 
neffe,  inlargedunto  me  an  anfaerable  meafure  of  patience.  Let  their 
own  Confidences  fpeak  whether  ( in  very  deed)  their  grief  doth 
not  fpring  from  this  Confideration  :  For  if  they  fhould  not  Ef- 
fect t©  vex  him  to  death,  or  fome  way  or  other  to  bring  him  ta 
his  grave,  all  their  labour  would  be  in  vain,  and  to  little  purpofe; 
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and  how  can  they  confider  of  this,  without  great  grief  ,  andfirrow 
of  heart  ?  But  thcfe  good  men  (  our  fubtile  Brethren)  doe  here 
pretend  that  their  forrow  is,  becaufe  their  Prince  it  Seduced  tut 
of  his  proper  Jpheare :  yet  verily  we  on  the  other  fide  do  confider 
of  this  with  more  true  Sorrow  ( I  dare  fay  )  then  they  do :  for 
we  confcfs  never  was  Prince  fo  far  [educed  out  of  his  proper  Jphe.tr , 
as  he  was;  when  He  took  them  who  now  call  them  fe Ives  his  great 
Counfell,  to  be  Honeft  men  :  when  He  gave  fo  much  credit  to 
their  promifes  and  proteftations,  as  to  be  perfwaded  by  then% 
to  figne  the  Bill  for  the  Continuation  of  that  unhappy  Parlia- 
ment :  then,  O  then  be  was  f educed  indeed  ,  from  his  proper 
fpheare,  wherein  his  Father  fet  and  left  him  with  this  caution, 
<±Alwaies  to  be  fufricioHS  of  the  Turitanicati  faclion ,  and  never  to 
'  truft  them  above  all  people  in  the  world,  as  being  for  ingratitude,  lyes, 
and  perjuries,  fwpaffing  the  High-land  theeves  and  Borderers,  His 
Seduftion  from  this  Paternal  advife,  was  the  root  and  caufe  of  all 
ourMiferies,  and  therefore  with  forrow  of  heart,  we  his  L  v  Ml 
Subjects  cannot  but  thinke  upon  it. 

But  to  do  thcfe  men  right :  they  mention  their  forrow  here, 
for  the  Kings  Seduftion,  to  another  purpofe,  namely  as  a  Pre- 
face to  that  which  follows.  M*  Dike  in  his  book  of  the  deceit- 
fulnefs  of  mans  hearty  fets  down,  not  for  imitation,  (as  thcfe  take 
it )  but  for  difcovery,  the  method  of  a  cunning  Hypocrite  in  his 
venting  a  flander  :  Fir  ft  (faies  he  J  to  gain  Qredit  with  the  hearers, 
he  pretends  great  affetlion  to  the  party  again  ft  whom  he  is  minded  to 
Jpeak^,  profefftng  that  with  great  grief  and  forrow  of  heart,  he  doth 
think,  of  him,  ( hoping  yet  that  he  is  onely  mi  fled  and [educed,  )  md fo 
makes  a  long  Preamble  to  this  purpofe,  as  if  the  fault  he  intends  to 
mention,  ^ere  as  grievous  to  him,  as  a  blow  With  a  Cudge/l ;  and  then 
at  laft,  out  comes  the  flander,  Which  his  viperous  tongue  layes  on  With 
as  much  fright  as  malice  is  able,  thefe  ( I  remember  )  are  M. 
Dikes  words. 

Now  after  this  very  manner,  and  in  the  fame  Method,  do  thefe 
our  [ubtile  Brethren  fpeake  to  us  concerning  their  Soveraigne, 
whom  they  are  about  to  flander  and  defame :  Firft  they  tell  us 
in  fome  obfeure  and  generall  terms,  of  ftrange  Titles,  Which  rite 
King  beftowes  upon  his  great  Councell,  which  (fay  they)  we  return 
not  again ;  but  confider  with  [orrov*  that  h  comes  from  a  Trince,  (not 
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fo  Naturally  inclined,  as  we  hope,  for  we  would  fain  think  better 
of  him,  but)  Sedttced  from  his  proper  Jpheare,  rvifledbj  ill Conncell  ; 
And  fo  much  for  the  Preface.  Now  to  the  main  hufincftc,  and  let 
ail  Chriftian  people  obferve  it  well,  how  thefe  good  SorrowfJl 
men,  that  promifed  even  now,  to  give.no  opprobrious  Language, 
will  defcribe  their  Soveraigne.  He  is,  fay  they, 

One  that  hath  left  that  feat  in  ivhich  he  ought,  and  hath  boun  {  him- 
felf to  fir,  to  ft  (at  the  Pfalmift  faies)  in  the  Chair e  of the  fcorn- 
fhU\  and  to  the  ruinc  almoft  tf  three  Kingdowes.  hath  walked  in  the 
£  ouncells  of  the  nr. godly. 

Now  'tis  out  :  and  it  contcines  in  our  apprehenfions  thefe 
6  Articles  againft:  the  King. 

1.  That  the  King  hath  not  only  neglected  to  perform  his  Of- 
fice, but  voluntarily,  and  upon  no  occafion  moving,  hath  left  and 
forfaken  his  proper  place  and  duty. 

2.  That  in  the  roome  thereof,  he  hath  made  choice  of  the 
Scorners  Chaire ,  which  is  the  higheft  feat  or  throne  of  wicked- 
nefs. 

3.  That  he  hath  even  hound  himfelf  Prentice,  as  it  were  by. oath 
and  Covenant,  to  that  trade  of  fcorning. 

4.  That  he  hath  refolved  to  follow  that  profeiTion  fo  long  as 
he  lives ;  for  he  hath  bound  himfelf  to  fty  yea,  to  fity  fcil.  for  ever, 
in  the  Chaire  of  the  fcornfull, 

5.  That  his  aymes  and  endeavours  only  are,  and  have  been  to 
mine  three  Whole  Xingdomes,  which  even  almoft  he  had  effected. 

<5.  That  to  this  very  end,  and  for  no  other  rcafon  (as  muft  be 
fuppofed)  he  hath  abandoned  the  Society  of  mod  Holy  and 
good  men,  and  linked  himfelf  by  a  indiifolvabletye  ,  to  the  So- 
ciety of  the  wicked,  whofe  ungodly  conn] ell  he  alvvaies  walketh  in. 

Thefe  are  the  particulars  in  this  their  firft  charge  againft  the 
King :  but  my  purpofe  being  to  uncafe  thefe  Hypocritical  and 
blafphemous  men,  I  fhall  firft  lay  open  to  the  world,  the  full 
meaning  of  their  hearts,  in  a  true  Paraphrafe  upon  their  words  ; 
and  then  I  fhall  fhew  how  falfe  and  fcandalous  they  be  in  every 
refpecl:  againft  his  Majefty,  unto  whom  thev  naturally  owe,  and 
folemnely  have  fworne  obedience.  But  firft  let  sne  beg  pardon 
of  my  Lord  and  Soveraigne,  and  crave  of  all  Loyall  hearts  that 
it  be  not  imputed  for  mindtwumQt  want  of  Reverence  in  wc 
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to  Kingfy  Honour,  if  fome  of  my  words  conccwing  Hk  Sacre4 
perfon,  do  found  unfeemly,  and  unbeeofflffling*  Letitbetonfi- 
dered,  that  I  fpeak  not  my  fdf,  but  other  men,  whofe  Hellifo  in- 
tentions toward  their  Prince,  are  fo  black,  that  'tis  itnpoffible  to 
otprefle  them  in  a  language  meetly  Reverend :  He  that  openeth 
rotten  fepulchers  may  (though  unwillingly )  be  offenfire. 

Secondly,  I  defire  of  all  men,  that  I  may  not  be  thought  by  my 
manner  of  fpeaking,  to  intend  the  working  of  any  contempt  in 
peoples  hearts  againft  the  High  Court  of  <P  aril-went,  which  be- 
ing called  in  the  Kings  name,  by  his  Writ,  and  acting  under  the 
obedience  of  juft  and  regall  power,  are  with  all  Honour  and  Re- 
verence to  be  thought  upon,  and  fpoken  of :  Yea,  and  God 
knowes  my  heart  abhors  to  be  an  inftrument  of  working  cfif- 
cfteem  againft  any  perfons  of  this  prefent  zAftemblj,  who'have 
pious  and  loyall  affeclions  in  them,  (as  I  beleeve  there  be  divers, 
even  in  this  very  Body,  that  do  truly  deteft  the  prefent  pro- 
ceedings of  fome  of  their  fellow-members.)  I  do  here  profefs 
to  all  the  world,  though  I  ufe  the  name  of  Parliament,  and 
Great  fourteen,  in  anlwer  to  thefe  Libellers,  yet  I  meane  one- 
ly  the  prefent  fwaying  and  prevailing  faction  in  the  two 
Houfes,  who  are  and  have  been  the  Countenances  of  all  thefe 
abufes  againft  their  Soveraigne,  and  the  caufers  of  all  our  for- 
rowes  :  and  who  they  in  particular  are,  I  doubt  not  but  in  due 
time,  God  the  Supreame  Judge,  will  Evidence  to  this  whole 
Kingdome.This  with  all  Humility  premifcd  and  implored,  I  pro- 
ceed as  followeth. 


Sect.  IV. 

i.  the  Nttttrt  of  their  Chargtoptntd*  2.  Their  vilanotts 
and  blond]  Stope  therein^  clear ely  Evidenced^  and f  ro- 
ved, ji.  BK>  prfettly  in  their  Ttmms  they  kMwth 
the  ifi fates  in  the  points  of  Kifig-fcBing  andKing-de- 
fofing,  fully  declared.  ' 

THe  Charge  or  Bill  of  Attainder  againft  the  King,  together 
with  the  Reafon,  why  tis  thw  publiflfcd  tons,  andtotht 

people^ 
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people,  by  thefc  His  moft  dutifull  and  loving  Subjecls,  (who  take 
upon  them  to  be  His  Aceufers )  according  to  their  own  full  and 
clear  meaning  may  be  rendred  more  at  large,  thus : 
''That  the  King,  (or  rather  he  who  was  once  in  chat  office  ; 

*  hath  voluntarily,  and  freely,  without  being  urged  by  any  occa- 
u  fion  in  the  world,  forfalcen  his  place,  wherein  he  ought  to  have 
'  remained,  and  which  to  His  great  content,  He  might  ftill  have 
"enjoyed,  (had  he  fo  plcafed)  being  not  only  obliged  thereunco 
u  by  His  Duty  ;  but  alfo  importuned  by  the  moft  Humblfrfappln 
"  cations  and  proftrate  intreatics  of  His  Great  Councel :  But  He 
"meerly  out  of  his  own  ill  difpofition,  is  departed  thence,  and 
■  hath  taken  up,  not  onely  a  ftanding,  but  a  Seat,  yea,  hath  bw&b 

*  Himfelfe  by  obligation,  entred  into  a  covenant  with  Hell,  t&  fit, 
ltteft  (we  fay)  as  the  Pfalmifi  ftexke;  (for  we  would  have  all 
"the  Common  people  know,  that  we  have  Scripture  for  whaf, 
"we  fay)  in  the  Seat  *f the  Scornfnll :  that  is,  (as  our  Prophet* 
u  interpret )  to  remain  for  ever  in  the  Higheft  Throne  and  degree 
"  of  wickedncflc,  that  man  or  Devill  can  reach  unto  :  whereby  M 
"  appeares  that  (Jh*b-\ike)  he  hath  fold  himfelfe  to  work  all  evil], 
<c  even  with  greedinefle  ;  and  is  pafl:  all  hope  of  recovery :  More- 
over, he  hath  intentionally  and  on  jet  purpofe,  been  already  the 

rnine  almofl:  of  three  whole  Kingdomes,  and  had  been  fo  alto- 

*  gether  ere  this,  had  not  His  Great  Councell^  (a  company  of  moft 

*  Holy,  Chaft,  Innocent,  Wife  and  infallible  good  men)  fitting 
"  now  at  jveflminfler,  in  their  great  pitty,  and  eommiferation  of 
"fpirit,  and  out  of  their  abounding  piety,  and  meere  natural 

goodnefle  interpofed  themfelves,  whereby  (thanks  only  to 
Cr  them )  the  three  Kingdomes  are  yet  kept  in  being ;  which  (be- 
"fore  they  put  to  their  helping' hands)  were  at  the  very  brim 
"  of  deftrudion.  And  yet  notwithftanding,  this  wilful  King  hath 
f  left  their  moft  Sacred,  fweet,  and  peaceable  fociety,  out  of  a 
I  pore  hatred  to  them,  and  to  their  virtues :  and  hath  not  onely 
"ftepped  unawares,  but  hath  even  eat  and  drwikjpirk  Ttdfoans 

*  and  Sinners :  yea,  and  walked  deliberately  intheGouncetof 
'•the  wicked,  and  ungodly  :  Infbrauch  that  it  is  to  bethought, 

*  the  total  mine  of  the  three  Kingdomes,  will  rtiortly  be  accom- 

*  pliflied,  do  what  the  Great  Cotsncel  can  to  the  contray,  nrrfefe 
•fcac  MoUe  Emm,  fome  Valiant  oat  of  love  to  their 
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<c  Countries  Liberty,  will  take  the  paines  to  ftab  this  Cefar :  fomc 
cc  devout  Raviliackjn  his  zeal  unto  Religion,  wil  do  God  the  fer- 
Cc  vice,  (or  the  kindnefle  rather)  to  free  the  world,  and  Church 
"  of  this  deftrudtive  Tyrant,  for  'tis  better  (as  Scripture  faies)  that 
<k  one  man  Jhould  die,  then  that  all  the  People  perijh  ;  then  that  three 
*  whole  Kingdomes  fhould  be  deftroyed. 

We  refer  the  matter  to  their  own  Confcicnces,  whether  this 
be  not  the  true  fenfe  of  their  fpirits,  and  whether  they  would 
not  ha^  the  people  thus  to  underftand  their  words,  againft  the 
King  :  And  to  prevent  fcruples,  which  may  arifc  in  the  hearss  of 
any  about  the  Bufinetfe,  which  they  would  have  done,  they  adde 
to  the  former  the  words  following,  faying, 

syirid  though  in  our  Tenents  we  annex  m  infallibility  to  the  feat  of 
a  King  in  Parliament,  the  Rotrunifts  do  to  the  P  of  all  Chair?, 
jince  all  men  are  fubjecl  to  En  oar,)  yet  we  dare  boldly  fay  ,  that  m 
Englifo  King  did  ever  from  that  place,  jp  eakjie fir  uf lion  to  H'U  peo- 
ple, but  fafety  anh  Honour ,  nor  any  that  abhorred  that  feat  and  Coun- 
cell,  but  d'd  the  contrary.  + 

Thefe  words  (I  fay )  are  added  to  their  foregoing  defcription 
of  the  King,  not  only  to  further  the  Bufinefle  aymed  at ;  but  alfo- 
inway  of  prevention :  for  fome  might  make  a  fcruple  of  Con- 
fcience,  fas  David  did)  to  kill  the  King,  notwithstanding  thefe 
fuggeftions,bccaufe  He  is  the  Lords  Anointed :  Wherefore  thefe 
circumfped  men,  being  ad  omnia  parati,do  fignifie  further  in  thefe 
words,  that  no  man  need  be  precife  in  that  refpec\  for  fay  they, 
in  tffecT:  thus, 

«  We  in  our  Ter.ents  (which  are  all  the  truth,  and  the  very 
1  truth,  and  the  truth  indeed,  and  fo  to  be  apprehended  by  all 
tf  men  living)  doe  make  no  more  of  a  King,  then  we  do  of  ano- 
ther man,  the  feat  of  a  King  in  Parliament  it  felf,  is  no  more 
'•'then  they^tf  of  Cefar  in  the  Senate-houfe,  it  may  as  well  be 
"empty  as  not,  were  there  but  no  King  at  all,  ffor  'tis  not  fo 
"  much  his  Prefence  there,  which  we  defire  and  quarrell  about,  as 
"his  Nullity,  that  He  might  ibe  no  where:  )  we  hold  there  is  no 
f  more  virtue  in  the  Seat  of  a  King  in  Parliament,  then  in  the  feat 

of  an  ordinary  Burgefle,  (no  nor  half  fo  much  neither.-)  we 
Ct  neitjier  do  nor  wil  in  ourTenents  annex  infallibility  to  the  Kings 
<{  Seat  ifor  fliould  we  make  a  Pope  ©f  the  King  ?  No,  no :  He  is 
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°  but  a  man,  fubjeft  to  Errours,  as  others  be,  and  therefore  liable 
M  to  be  puniihed  for  his  faults,  as  well  as  others :  fpecially  fined 
"  the  Soveraignty  is  tranfmitted  into  the  hands  of  the  Portia* 
"mtr.t,  which  was  done  (as  the  Parliaments  own  fclfjudgcth ) 
when  the  Bil  of  perpetuity  was  figned.  It  is  granted  indeed  be- 
"  fore  that  time,  the  Supream  pow  er  was  in  Him,  and  w  e  were 
<c  all  his  Subjects  :  and  then  perhaps  fomc  might  Scruple  to  cue 
"  his  throat,  for  there  were  lawes  then  in  force  againft  Regicides, 
"  but  now  fince  his  Refignation,  (for  fo  in  our  Taunts  we  held 
"this  Aft  to  be,)  there  is  no  fcruple  to  be  made,  thofe  lawes 
k  againft  King- killers  are  fufpended,  and  he  is  now  become  as 
"  Samfon  was  without  his  ftrengthreven  like  another  man,  any  of 
1  the  w  el  affected  ThiUftwes  may  fall  upon  him,  mock  him,  kil 
"  him,  cr  ufe  him  as  they  pleafe ;  if  their  new  Lords  ( that  is  to 
"  fay)  the  worthy  members  of  the  Parliament  do  but  give  leave; 
"for  he  is  now  but  their  fubjeft,  their  flave;  they  are  able  (by 
"  the  infallibility  of  their  Votes  )  to  make  him  a  malefaftor,  and 
"  then  to  order  him,  (if  they  can  catch  him)  as  fuch  a  one ;  for 
"  infallibly grant  is  an  Attendant  on  the  Supreame  power  > 
?  we  do  not  indeed  annex  it  to  the  Kings  feat,  becaufc  the  fu- 
"  preamc  power  is  now  removed  from  thence ;  while  this  was  ia 
"the  King,  the  Parliament  itfelf  (as  appeares  in  fome  of  their 
(c  ExpreiTes,)  did  ufe  to  fpeak  as  the  Law  did,  modeftly  of  the 
u  King,  and  to  fay  be  could  not  errc ;  but  now,  the  cafe  is  altered 
"  with  him,  the  Supreame  power  being  transferred  unto  other 
f£  perfons,  infallibility  ftil  attends  the  fame,  and  not  the  Kings  per- 

*  foh  :  And  hence  it  was,  that  after  the  aforefaid  Aft,  there  was 

*  a  large  Remonfirance  made,  which  the  Authours  of,  durft  never 

*  make  before,  whilft  the  power  was  in  the  Kings  hand,  (ic 
tc  may  be  called  the  Parliaments  tsitl  of  Gratitude,  for  the  Kings 
ft  <ts4tl  fore-named  )  in  which  they  declare  fufficiently ,  their 
"  judgement  to  be,  that  the  King  may  now  be  imputed  fallible, 
,c  and  unfit  to  manage  the  Supreame  power  from  thenceforth 
"  any  longer :  And  hence  alfo  it  is,  that  a  new  Oath  ofAllegeance 
c<  and  Obedience  to  the  Parliament  is  tendred  to  the  People  of  this 
"  Land,  which  plainly  ftiewes,  that  the  Supreame  power  is  con- 
tt  eluded  to  dwel  in  them;  and  that  the  old  Oath  is  quite  void  and 
"  out  of  date  together  with  the  King.  And  for  the  "Froteflation 
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"  gener*M,  f  which  was  cook  at  the  beginning  of  the  Parliament 
<cco  defend  the  Kings  life  And  Honour)  that  is  to  be  underftood 
cc  only  fo  long  as  the  Kingly  and  Sapreame  power  remained  in 
a  him,  but  that  being  once  removed,  the  Troteftation  bindes  us  no 
Ci  longer  to  regard  His  Perfon  and  Honour ;  but  the  Perfons  and 
K  Honours  of  them  only,  in  whom  the  faid  Supremacy  is  now 
"  feated  :  And  therefore  all  the  world  knows,  that  the  Parlia- 
u  ment,  or  great  Councell,  never  raifcd  War  againft  the  King,  ne- 
u  ver  fuffered  any  to  take  away  His  Name  &  Honour,  or  to  feize 
"  upon  His  revenews,fo  long  as  the  Supream  power  was  in  Him  ; 
cc  for  that  had  been  rank  Rebellion  in  them  indeed;  but  now  fincc 
€t  themfelves  were  invcfted  in  the  fame;  they  fet  to  their  bufinefle, 
v-  (as  lawfully  they  may)  to  eltablifh  the  Kingdom  upon  them- 

*  felves  and  their  fucceflburs:  Firft  by  putting  forth  their  JRe- 
"  monfirance  againft  the  King,  to  loofen  all  the  bands  of  ancient 
"Loyalty,  and  then  by  feizing  upon  the  Militia  of  the  King- 
Mdome,  the  Fort?,  Caftles,  Ships  andTownes,  as  their  proper 
"  Rights,  and  all  the  Kings  Goods  and  Houfes,  as  being  now  fin 
^.regard  of  their  Supremacy )  folely  at  their  difpoflng ;  and  then 
"  too,  after  all  this,  they  thought  fit  in  wifdome,  to  Vote  the 
rt  King  to  be  one  that  intends  the  ruine  ofth&e  Kingdomcs,  that 
u  abhors  BirGrtat  C ounce  B>  which  fpeakes  nothing  but  Safety  and 

*  Honour  to  Him.  Yea,  (and  in  very  deed )  He  doth  Envy  thofe 
"worthies,  that  Honour,  ftrength,  rule  and  dignity,  which  now 
"  by  Gods  Providence,  is  fo  happily  caft  upon  them  ;  even  as 
"  Richard  the  Third  did  grutch  at  thofe  two  innocent  Princes, 

*  whofe  by  right  the  Kingdome  was,  and  thereupon  did  murder 
"  them,  to  get  the  Scepter  into  His  own  Hands,  and  the  Crown 
"  upon  His  own  Head  :  So  this  man  aymes  at  the  deftru&ion  cf 
"  the  raoft  tlejfed  Parliament,  whofe  the  Kingdome  now  by  right 
"  is,  and  in  whofe  Hand  all  Power  and  Authority  is  lodged  and 
£(  faftned,  and  there  like  to  remain,  fo  long  as  a  drop  of  bloud  is 
"  left  in  the  vtincs  of  Englifh-men,  who  /hall  fight  for  them  to 
tC  maintain  it :  therefore  let  all  men  remember  Richard  the  Third 
tCwhat  peace  the  Land  had,  afcer  Jong  Wars,  when  he  was  oace 
"  killed,  and  let  them  expeft  the  fame  now,  if  this  Man  (who  is 
cc  worfe  then  He)  could  be  taken  away.  And  no  man  need  fcraple 

'to  do  it,  forthcSuprctme  Authority  now  above-board  doth 

*  allow 
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1<  allow  it ;  tnd  that  is  able  to  make  fin  no  fin,when  it  lifteth;that 

H  hath  declared  him  to  Jjtcake  diflruelion  to  the  Kingdomes,  to  at* 

*  horre  the  'Pttrfitimsnt,  and  never  any  English  King  did  fo,  but  he 
"  fpakc  Dcftrttftion  to  himfelf  thereby  ;  therefore  let  him  have  it; 

we  dare  boldly  fay  and  afturc,  that  fafcty  and  Honour  i6  not  hi* 
a  portion,but  deftruftion  from  the  Lord  is  appointed  to  him,  the 
m  Parliament  fo  judgeth,  and  bleffed  (hall  he  be,  that  dial  divide 
"  it  out  unto  him.  And  thus  all  fcrupks  of  Confidences  are  rc- 

*  moved. 

I  luvc  been  the  larger  in  opening  the  meanings  of  theft  men, 
that  I  might  withall  exprefs  the  ground  of  their  uncouth  opi- 
nion*, and  let  m>good  people,  who  have  a  Charitable  conceit  of 
them,  think  that  i  ftrctch  their  words  beyond  their  mtentions, 
I  would  not  force  any  mans  faith  beyond  his  judgement,  much 
iefle  againft  the  fame :  wherefore  let  thefe  few  following  particu- 
lars be  confidcred  upon,  and  I  beleevc  it  will  be  evident,  to  every 
reafonablc  man,  that  I  have  fpoken  nothing,  but  the  real!  dcfires 
of  their  hearts  and  fpirits. 

1 .  Confidcr  the  T^ature  of  the  Crimes  which  moft  malicioufly 
andfalfly  they  lay  to  the  Rings  Charge;  that  Wz)\iti\neglettcd 
His  office,  Forfaken  His  place,  that  He  Abhorreth  the  Parliament, 
Walks  onely  in  the  CounceU  of  the  ungodly,  that  he  fceks  the  Dt- 
ftruBion  of  three  Kingdomes,  and  is  afcended  to  the  higheft  pitch 
and  throne  of  wickednefs,  The  feat  of  the  fcornfuM,  and  theft 
hath  Bound  himfelf e  to  ft  and  continue ;  what  is  all  this  in  effect, 
but  Away  with  him  from  the  Earthy  'tis  not  fitting  he  jhouU  live  I 

2.  Confiderof  fome  of  their  T events,  which  to  this  purpofe 
they  have  been  a  buzzing  a  long  while,  and  whifptrmg  into  the 
mindet  of  people,  vix.  That  the  King  is  fott  omly  for  the  peofks 
good>  He  is  but  their  Baylif,  their  Servant,  and  that  the  7>ariiameu$ 
without  him  is  above  him,  may  wage  war  agatnft  him,  may  defofo 
him,  and  turn  him  out  $fhis  Office,  if  he  be  not  for  their  turn ;  that 
they  can  give  Cmmijjion  t$  any  f  affrehend,  yea,  to  kiS  him,  if  He 
dtoth  oppofe  them  ;  that  eviS  may  be  done  to  further  the  T'seblO^ 
gtod,  and  in  refpeft  of  the  end  aymed  at  it  is  not  to  be  accounted 
cvill;  and  many  ftrch  Hke  Tenents  they  have,  which  let  any  man 
ctmfider  of,  together  with  their  accufations  of  him,  as  alfo  what 
they  harvt  done  agatnfthim,  and  then  fay,  whether  all  this  doth 

not 
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not  fignifie,  that  they  would  gladly  be  rid  of  him,  if  any  would 
take  upon  them'ibut  to  kill  him. 

3.  Confider  what  high  Holinjfe,  Wifdomt,  fuftice,  care  of  the 
Kingdome  is  affirmed  abroad,  and  taught  to  be  in  them,  who 
take  upon  them  the  name  of  the  great  Come  ell,  or  parliament  at 
Weftminfter:  How  infallible  they  are  preached  to  be  in  their 
judgements,  how  unerring  in  their  Votes  and  Ccnfures,  when  in 
Confultation  together ;  though  perhaps,  {  as  particular  men  ) 
they  may  chance  to  Erre  fometimes,  for  'tis  confefled,  all  men 
are  ffdjett  to  Errour ;  yet  when  they  are  in  Qathedris,  in  their  feats 
as  Parliament  men,  they  are  all  as  infallible  as  the  Pope ;  and  have 
a  power  as  well  as  he,  to  do  what  they  pleafe,  to  make  Evil, 
Good ;  and  Good  Evil :  to  make  Rebellion  and  Treafon,  to  be 
Duty  and  Loyalty ;  and  Duty  and  Loyalty,  to  be  Rebellion  and 
Treafon ;  to  Vote  Sacriledge,  Murder,  and  Theft  to  be  no  fins  ; 
Killing,  Slaying,  and  Deftroying  to  be  acls  of  zeale  and  ChrUtian 
Duty  ;  Yea,  what  ever  they  fhall  authorize  with  approbation,  fas 
they  have  done  this  Libel )  mud  be  received  without  fcruple  and 
habitation,  as  pious  and  godly,  though  as  full  of  Blafphemy  as 
this  fame  is  :  Nay,  what  man  living  will  not  conceive,  but  they 
who  have  Authorized  this  book  againft  the  King,  wll  alfo  war- 
rant any  man  to  kill  him  :  to  prevent  his  Capacity  of  punifliing 
them  hereafter  for  it?  and  whofoever  belceves  it  was  no  fin  in 
the  n,  to  Authorize  the  one,  will  not  think  it  a  fin  in  them  to  war- 
rant the  other. 

4.  Confider  how  lince  that  nAcl  of  Continuation  of  the  Par- 
liament they  have  plainly  denyed  the  Supreame  power  to  be  in 
the  King,  and  affirrne  the  fame  to  be  in  themfelvcs;  how  they 
have  fuppreffed  the  ancient  Oath  of  zAllegeance  and  Suprcmdcj9m& 
difclaimed  them  both,  and  have  in  the  place  of  them  framed  a 
new  Oath  and  Covenant,  which  they  have  put  upon  the  Subjects 
of  this  Kingdome  ;  to  fweare  adherence  and  allegiance  to  them- 
felves :  how  they  have  made  a  New  great  Seal,  (as  if  the  old  one 
with  the  King  were  of  no  longer  ufe:  )  How  they  have  feized 
upon  all  the  Royalties  of  the  Crown,  and  upon  all  the  Kings  Perfe- 
nall  Eft  ate,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  their  own ;  How  they  have  exe- 
cuted all  Regall  Prerogatives ;  How  they  call  all  thofe  that  do 
adhere  to  the  King,  Retells  and  Traitours,  and  purfue  them  as 
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fuch ,  with  fire  and  fword  ?  How  they  Hunt  the  King  up  and 
down  the  Kingdome,  (as  if  he  were  become  an  out-/™,)  feck- 
ing  to  murder  and  deftroy.him  ?  How  they  (now  of  latcj  do  all 
in  the  name  of  the  Parliament  Onely,  though  at  firft  til  the  people 
were  fully  feduced  by  them,  and  inga?ed  with  them,  they  did  ufe 
the  Kings  Name  together  with  it;doth  not  at  all  this  fpeak  plain- 
ly, that  they  thirft  to  drink  the  Kings  bloud,  and  deflre  to  have  it 
(bed  orfpilt  ? 

5.  Confiderhow  in  their  7Jotes9  ( in  this  their  accurfed  Libel 
fag.  44. )  they  tax  the  King  as  faulty,  for  his  Soliciting  the  King 
of  Denmark^,  and  other  Troteftunt  Princes,  (  as  they  fpeak)  to 
aflift  for  the  fupporting  of  Monarch] ;  doth  not  this  plainly  in- 
fer that  they  have  concluded  againft  the  Government  herein 
England,  and  fo  by  Confequence  againft  the  Monarch  himfelf  ? 
Doth  it  not  evidently  declare,  that  they  account  him  King  no 
longer  ?  and  that  all  the  Supremacy  is  now  in  themfelvcs  ?  Which 
being  fuppofcd,  and  withal,  that  he  ( according  to  their  Votes,) 
fiekes  the  ruineofhu  people,  whofe  fafcty  above  all  things  muft  be 
regarded ;  It  follows  of  neceffity,  that  they  delire  the  Kings  JJr- 
ftrutlion,  and  would  have  it  apprehended,  that  they  do  but  their 
duty  to  the  Kingdome  in  defiring  it. 

6.  Confidcr  how  they  do,  (as  in  their  Pamphlets  and  Ser- 
mons) compare  the  King  to  *SW,  *Ahabt  Nero,  and  the  like ;  fo 
in  their  malicious  Notes  upon  his  Letters  here  (pag.  48.)  they 
compare  him  to  Richard  the  third,  ( the  moft  bloudy  and  unjuft 
man  that  ever  fwayed  the  Englifli  Scepter,)  which  plainly  fpeaks, 
that  they  would  have  people  take  him  to  be  fuch  a  one,  and  to 
have  no  more  true  right  to  the  Crown,  then  that  Richard  had ; 
and  that  themfelves  would  be  as  glad  of  his  death,  as  Hen.  the  7. 
was  of  the  death  of  that  Tyrant. 

If  thefe  particulars  (  amongft  many  others  that  might  be  pro- 
pounded) be  confidered  on ;  I  doubt  not  but  all  reafonable  men 
wil  yccld,  that  I  have  done  the  Authours  of  this  Lib  ell  right,  in 
my  interpretation  of  their  intentions  exprefied  in  thofe  their 
words  againft  the  King. 

But  that  I  might  not4eavc  the  lcaft  fcruple  in  the  hearts  oFany 
wel-meaning  people,  that  yet  remain  drunk  with  a  good  opinion 
of  their  Honefties ;  and  do  in  Charity  think  it  impoflible,  that 

I  men 
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men  pretending  fo  fair,  and  having  fo  great  a  name  h  the  world 
for  Religion,  (hoold  be  fo  Diabolical,  and  have  fuch  Hellifh  de- 
fignes:  I  wil  further  yet  indeavour  their  fatisfa&ion,  (for  I  doe 
p ublikely  profefs,  mine  aymes  are,  to  do  the  work  of  Chrift,  in 
laying  open  mens  HypocrifieJ  that  mine  abufed  Country-men, 
for  whom  Chrift  died,  might  not  longer  be  deceived :  which 
wock,  f  by  Gods  grace)  I  fhal  faithfully  purfue,  though  I  meet 
in  ehe  end,  with  Chrifts  reward* at  their  bloudy  hands,  for  my  la- 
bour. Wherefore, 

I  wil  fhew,  Firft,  that  there  is  no  impoflibihty  at  all  in  the  mat- 
ter, notwithstanding  their  fpecious  pretences  which  they  make : 
and  then  it  wil  further  Evidence  the  verity  of  what  I  have  faid3 
from  their  own  Tenent9. 

My  Argument  for  the  firft  is  this: Whatever  hath  been  already, 

Ecdef.  1.9, 10.  m*y  poffibly  boagain  :  (for,  ( fayes  Solomon  )  The  thing  which 
hath  been,  is  that  which  Jbatt  bey  and  that  which  is  done,  is  that  which 

Rev.  3 .9,  fiaB  be  done : )  But  fuch  men  there  have  been,  who  had  a  name  tf 
be  dive,  ^hen  thej  were  dead,  in  trefpafles  and  Cms  ;  who  /aid  they 
wvrefewes,  (called  themfelves  Gods  people,)  and  were  foac- 

Rev.  2.9.       counted  by  others  ;Vrhen  (in  very  deed  J  thtj  were  of  the  Sjna- 
Z>9<     gogue  of  Satan  :  therefore,  'tis  not  impoffible,  but  fuch  men  may 
bc'aho  in  thefe  dayes,  which  are  the  laft  dujes,  and  therefore  the 
word,  the  very  dregs  ef  time.. 

For  proof  of  the  Affnmmon,  let  us  remember  the  Scribes  and 
^Tharifees  in  the  Gofpel,  tney  had  as  great  a  name  in  the  world 
then,  as  thefe  perfecutors  of  the  King  have  now,  and  were  as  we! 
thought  on  by  the  vulgar,  in  whofe  opinions,  they  were  farre 
enough  from  tkofe  villanies,.  which  notwithftanding  Chrift  did 
fufficiently-difcovet  to  be  in  them  ;  Nay,  the  people  ("though 
themfelves  were  imployed  as  undcr-mftruments  in  the  very  bufi- 
nefs )  were  fb  bewitched  with  a  good  conceit  of  their  Phari- 
faicai  rulers^  (whom  they  counted  the  Worthies %f  tktir  ${*tum,) 
that  they  would  not  at  firft  beteeve,  that  they  had  any  parpofe  to 
kifl  Chrift ;  for  when  he  (aid,  fttygoeje  *b<m  t+kjftm*  fttie  peo- 

lohr  7.  2c ,  •  Plc  rcPlied,  Thou  haft  a  Vevill,  Whogoeth  *bmt  ft  4&nhte  ?  tfeey 
(good  fclkes)  conceived  that  their  Holy  and  wife  Rulers,  did 
onely  provide  for  the  fafety  of  Churck  and  Common- weakfe,and 
tndeavouird  Chrifts  Refonrtatitm,  whom  they  apprehended  to  be 

an 
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an  irregultr  man,  one  that  would  not  fubm it  His  Judgement  to 
the  Great  fiunctll  it  Jertifalem;  nor  be  ruled  by  their  Votes  and 
Orders.  Nay  the  very  PhArifetsthcmfefoes,  (like  thefe  our  men) 
would  not  ownc  their  own  malice  againft  Chriftjfor  when  Tilate 
would  have  delivered  him  into  their  hands,  to  have  done  with 
him  as  they  plcafcd.  *  O  no,  cry  they,  V»  not  lawful!  for  hs  to  put 
"mj  man  to  death  :  (they  had  rather  fome  body  elfe  (nould  doe 
"  it  for  them;  )  we  are  too  holy  to  defile  our  felves  with  His 

*  Woud  ;  out  of  puve  love  to  piety,and  to  the  peace  of  the  King- 
"  dome,  we  have  proceeded  thus  for  againft  Htm,  and  have  been 
**  at  great  Charges  with  the  Sculdiers  to  apprehend  Him  :  and 
"  though  you  can  finde  no  fault  in  Him,yet  you  may  be  fore  on  it, 
"if  be  had  not  facn  a  MattfaStor,  Vet  would  not  have brought  him 
"  before  yon :  No,  no,  if  we  could  otherwrfe  have  reformed  Him, 

*  we  would  not  have  troubled  your  Lordfhip  with  Him.  But  w  ill 
€cyoti  pleafeto  heare  His  Conditions :  Why  ?  He  would  be  a 

*  King,  and  Rrie  over  us,  and  if  Hebe  let  alone,  He  wil  ruine  the 
<c  whole  Kingdome,  and  bring  deftruftion  upon  the  Temple  too, 
c<  and  to  fpoyl  our  Religion :  HebeftowcsyrV^g^  Language  and 
"  Titles  upon  us  the  Great  Councell,  the  Worthies  of  the  Nation, 
*fwho  are  a  company  of  Holy  «nd  unblameable  men,  witneftc 
*aJlthe  people  J  He  calls  m  Hypocrites,  Vipers, and  Tainted  Se- 

*  fnlchrsy  and  -the  like,  which  we  return  not  again,  hut  confder  with 
"forriWj  that  thefe  exprejfions  come  from  a  few  Seduced  out  of  his 

*  prefer  fohear* :  One  that  hath  left  the  Society  He  ought  to  be 

*  withall,  and  keeps  Company  enely  With  publicans  and  Sin- 
*'  wr/,ungodly  perfons,  whofe  counfells  he  f ollowes,  and  hath 

*  fet  himfclf  in  the  feat  of  the  fcornfull :  For  we  take  all  his  Ser- 
€<  mons  againft  our  Ordinances,  and  doings  to  be  but  onely  inve- 
<(  dives  and  fcornes  againft  us,whereby  He  expofeth  us  to  be  con- 

*  temned  of  the  people,  as  if  (according  to  His  faying )  we  made 
"the  Law  of  God  ofitone  EjfeB  by  our  Traditions.  When  indeed 
*nonc  can  be  more  zealous  for  it,  then  we  are  5  and  thus  you 
"fee  whataPerfon  He  is,  and  what  His  Merits  are.  Beleeveit 
,c  ("Sir )  unlefle  fome  fpeedy  couffe  be  taken  with  Him,  Cafar  (in 
"  whom  the  Sjjpreamc  power  is  now  feated,  and  whofe  fervants 
cc  the  people  now  are)  will  be  wronged ;  and  the  whole  Church; 

*  and  Kingdome  wafted  and  deftroyed,  and  this  we  will  boldly 

1 2  "fay: 
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*Tay :  who  ever  doth  not  joyn  with  us  againft  bim,  is  neither  a 
friend  to  C&far,  nor  to  the  Common-wealth,  we  are  all  for  the 
"  Pablick  good,and  to  preferve  that,  we  defire  that  this  our  King, 
,€  or  rather  this  man  that  fays  he  is  our  King,may  be  crucified. 
To  this  purpofe  was  the  Pharifees  accufation  againft  our  Sa- 
viour: of  this  difpofition  were  their  Spirits  againft  the  Son  of 
God  :  fas  Scripture  teacheth  )  notwithftanding  their  Religious 
pretences,  and  that. opinion  of  holinefle  which,  the  world  had  of 
them :  it  need  not  therefore  be  thought  an  impoflible  thing; 
that  there  ftiould  be  men  of  a  like  fpirit,  and  of  a  likeefteem  in 
thefe  days ;  and  that  they  (hould  endeavour  a  like  mifchief 
againft  their  Soveraigne.  Nothing  but  the  Heart  bUnd  of  Chrift, 
would  fatisfie  thofe  his  Enemies  ;  and  can  it  be  any  thing  but 
the  very  heart  bloud  of  the  King  which  thefe  men  thirft  after  ? 
indeed  they  do  not  lay  any  worfe  things  to  the  Kings  charge,(for 
I  will  do  them  no  wrong,)  then  thofe  others  did  to  the  charge 
ofChrift;  And  this  for  the  firft:  There  is  m  imfojfibilitj  in  the 
matter* 

2.  The  truth  of  my  interpretation  of  their  meaning,  is  Evident 
from  theTenents  which  they  mention  as  proper  to  themfelves-, 
atleaft  as  differing  from  ours:  Wee  ( fay  they)  in  ourTenents 
do  annex  no  Infallibility  to  the  [eat  of  a  King  in  Parliament,  at 
the  Rqmanifis  doetotheTafoM  fbaire ,  fine  e  all  men  arefubjecl  to 
erronrs.- 

Thefe  men  defire,  (as  we  Iearne  by  their  Pulpit  Doctrines  of 
us,)  that  people  fhould  beleeve,  that  thofe  who  are  for  the 
King,  do  think  of  him  as  thcRomxnifts  do  of  the  Pope,  that  he 
cannot  Errey  which  opinion  by  thefe  their  words  they  would  have 
the  world  know,that  they  difclaim,and  truly  fo  do  we  as  much  as 
they;for  we  never  did,nor  yet  ever  dare  we,  give  the  King  fo  un- 
due an  Attribute^nor  would  His  Majefty  fuffer  the  fame,were  any 
of  us  fo  finfully  difpofed :  For  weboldly  affirm,,  that  never  King 
was  more  Chriftian  then  He,inyeelding  himfeife  culpable,  (even 
in  fome  matters  wherein  others  could  fee  no  errour,)  that  fo  if 
poflible  he  might  give  his  Enemies  fatisfa&ion,  and  purchafe 
peace  unto  his  people.  But  whether  it  be  fo  or  no,  they  con- 
ceive, and  report  that  to  be  our  Tenent :  and  we  on  the  other 
fide  apprehended  theirs  to  be,  that  infallibility  is  rather  in  the  Par- 
liament 
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foment  without  a  King,  then  in  the  Seat  of  a  King  in  Parliament. 
And  our  Reafon  is,  there  hath  been  more  Infallibility  profeflcd 
in  Parliament,  fince  the  Kings  abfence  from  Wcftminfter ;  then 
ever  was  before,  when  either  himfelf,  or  any  of  His  Predeccflours 
have  been  there.  And  though  the  "Parliament  hath  been  erro- 
neous and  faulty  heretofore,  by  reafon  of  the  Kings  faclion  mixt 
therein,(for  by  that  name  are  modeft  and  Loyal  Gentlemen  now 
called  )  yet  that  being  now  purged  away,and  driven  from  thence, 
Errour  alfo  is  vanifhed  with  it,  and  Infallibility  hath  taken  up  its 
dwelling  there^V*  predicant,  ita  clamit ant.  And  yet  by  the  way,we 
muft  tell  the  world,  webeleevethe  King  hath  fome  friends  ftili 
within  the  wals  at  pVeflminfier,  even  as  Chrift  had  at  the  Jews 
Councell  Table,  although  (like  lS(icodemus%  and  fofeph  ofArima- 
thea)  they  are  over-powred,  and  reviled,  when  they  fpeak  truth 
and  Conscience. 

But  to  the  matter :  We  muft  tell  thefe  men,  that  Scripture  af- 
fords hs  better  Teftimony  for  the  Kings  not  Erring,  then  it  doth 
them  for  theirs  ;  Solomon  hits9The  Kings  Heart  ps  in  Gods  Hand,  Prov.  2  i.r. 
and  a  'Divine fentertce  is  in  His  Lips ;  His  mouth  tranfgrefjeth  not  in  pr0Vt  x$t  l0t 
judgment.  We  fmde  not  the  like  expreflions  in  behalf  of  an  head- 
leffe  Parliament :  but  becaufe  Solomon  was  a  King  himfelfe,  He 
ff/akl  ( they  fay  J  in  his  oym  cafe,,  and.therefore^tot  much  to  be  regar- 
ded: but  we  will  not  content  with  them  at  this  time  about  his  Au- 
thority, we  rather  yeeld  (becaufe  all  men  are  fubjett  to  Errour) 
th*t  a  King  may  Erre  :  and  we  adde  further  that  a  Parliament 9 
confiding  of  men,  may  erre  toojand  this  Combination  of  Confpi- 
rators,  (which  to  the  high  dilgrace  of  the  Supreameft  Court,fome 
call  the  parliament)  doth  Erre  moft  a6ominably,  both  from 
Gods  Law,and  the  Law  of  the  Land  :  and  this  in  very  deed  is  our 
Tenent- 

And  let  them  deal  ingenuoufly  with  us,  &  fay,  whether  they  do 
not  fo  hold  of  the  Parliament,  (though  not  of  the  King)  as  the 
Romanics  doe  of the  Tope?  whether  by  thdr  Tenents,  the  Parlia- 
ment hath  not  the  fame  power  over  Kings,  and  Kingdomes,  as 
the  Pope  hath  by  the  Tenent  of  the  Jefmts  ?  The  Jefuites  hold 
that  the  Pope  muy  difpofe  of  Princes  and  Crownes  for  the  fervice  of 
God,  the  good  of  the  Church,  and  falv  at  ion  of  Souls :  And  do  net 
thefe  hold  that  the  Parliament,  may  both  order  the  Ktng,and  di- 
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fpofc  of  His  Klngdome,  as  they  ffull  think  meet,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  faufe  (which  they  caUGodsJ  &profdutv 

f  Of  fill  f 

Canon  Alius  Romanas  Spifcopus  Zacharias,  Re?*m  Francifiorum  non<tam 
caufa  if.  dc-fols  imquitatibm,  quam  pro  eo  qvod  tart  a  potejfoti  erat  i?mtilts  * 
ci-et.qucft.6.  repjt  drpormt,$cc.  By  vertueof  which  Canon  ( fay  the  fefkia) 
the  Pope  hath  power  todepofi  Kings,  be  they  Hercticall  orCt- 
t'nolick,  of  vicious,  orvertuous  lives,  if  ink*  judgment  hefindes 
them  unfit ,  and  fome  others  more  capable  of  Government.  And 
do  not  thefe  men  beleeve  the  Authority  of  Parliament,  to  be  as 
irrefiftabte,  as  that  of  the  Pope,and  their  Votes  to  be  as  I ul  ©f  vcr- 
toe  as  his  fanvns,  and  altogether  as  Aathentick,evento  thedc- 
pofing  of  Kings,  anddifpofing  of  their  Kingdomes  ?  Eudamon 
Johannes  in  his  Apologie  for  Henry  £<*r^teacheth,  that  Sttfye&s 
may  be  loofedfrom  their  Oath  of<*sfllegeance,  and<thenthey  cannot^ 
(as  Emanuel  Sa  zfomtf!h)fe  fold  guilty  ofTtvaftn,  tfo^ 
confptre  the  Kings  death,  hecanfe  He  againft  whom  they  wnjpire,  m 
ttot  their  xjlfafter  or  Lord,theyfehg  formerly '  abfolvedfrom  htsvbe- 
thence.  And  frath  trot  the  fame  Doctrine  been  both  taught  and 
prafthed  by  thefe  our  oppofers  ?  Have  not  they  loofened  people 
from  TfatYiOathrf  izAtlegeance  tothe^ing,  and  then  put  them 
in  Armcs,  perfwaafhgtbem  that  'cts«o  Rebellion  to  fight  againft 
firm? 

The  Jefuits  in  their  Chamber  of  Meditation  taught,  fas  f*b* 
x€hafhll  who  gave  Hm.  the  4.  of  Trance,  a  ftab  in  the  mourii, 
conferred  upon  examination)  that?*  was  Imrfullto  kill  fhat  King, 
and  that  He  was  vow  member  of  the  Church,  mr  ougjhtto  be  obeyed, 
*r  held  for  King,  ttmillhe'had  received  approbation  from  the^Pvpr* 
And  one  of  them  inhis  Apology  for  the  faid  {haftell  hath  thefe 
words  :  vulnerando  Henricum  Burbonium,  non  voluerit  Udcre  aut 
occidere  Re  gem,  etiantffe  talem  d'teebat,  &  in  quo  pr*ter  imagine m 
nihil  Regis  ejuam  qttoigentrt  Regio  ortus  erat.  In  ftrikmg ESnry  &f 
Burbon  his  irtterttvon  vras  not  to  bill  the  King,  howbeit  he  *alkd<him~ 
felfe  Kingyftthence  he  had  nothing  left,  iut  the  appearattctcf  a  King 
being  of  the  bloudRoyafl. 

Our  Anabaptifticall  Crew  have  their  Chambers  ofMedhatUn 
too,  or  their  Conventicles,  where  they  meet  with  their  difciplcs, 
to  whom  they  fuggeft  (as  alfo  they  do  in  their  Pamphlets  a»d 
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Sermons)  that  the  King  ps  *o*trtte  member  o  f  the  Chunl^  (becaufe. 
he  diflents  from  them)  tm  a  perfecutor  of  it>  and  is  no  longer 
to  be  obeyed  or  held  for  King,  then  the  Parliament  or  reprcfen- 
tive  Body  of  the  Kingdome,  in  whom  the  Supreame  power  is  in- 
herent fhall  allow  him  fo  to  be  :  and  therefore  being  now  decla- 
red by  them,  to  be  an  enemy  to  the  Kingdome,  and  one  that 
feeks  the  peoples  mine  ;  he  is  to  be  accounted  bot  as  another 
man,  and  hath  but  the  bare  2{amt  or  Title  of  a  King,  as  being 
borne  of  that  family  and  ftocke,  which  formerly  fwayed  the 
Scepter. 

Now  my  Argument  from  all  this  (lands  thus  5  who  ever  main- 
tains, that  the  Tope  or  parliament,  may  at  pleafure  alter  King- 
domes,  exempt  people  from  their  Oath  of  Allegeance,  and  arm 
them  againft  their  Prince,  do  maintain,  that  people  in  fuch  a  cafe 
may  kill  their  King  s  But  this  (as  appeares  by  their  deftrine 
and  practice,)  is  the  Tenet*  of  thefe  men,  as  well  as  of  the  Jc- 
futtes,  Erg o,  thefe  men  alfo  by  their  T enents,  hold  it  lawfull  to 
kill  the  King. 

The  minor  is  proved  already,  and  the  major  is  evident  to  fenfc 
and  reafon :  foe  no  man  wil  doubt,  but  1  King  ('from  whom 
offer  is  made  to  take  away  his  Kingdome, J  will  take  Armes  to 
maintaine  his  right,  and  will  labour  to  reduce  them  to  Loyalty 
that  ftand  armed  againft  him  ;  and  in  fo  doing,  'tis  impofllble  but 
he  mud  run  the  hazard  of  his  life,  fince  in  defending  himfelf,  he  is 
refolnte  (  as  in  Confcience  he  is  bound  to  be, )  not  to  lofe  his 
Kingdome,  (which  God  hath  committed  to  hi*  care  J  without 
thelofsofhis  hfeitfelf. 

But  perhaps  fome  wil  fay,  that  in  fome  of  their  books  and  Ser-  Objeft. 
mons,  they  <f  ifctaim  killing  the  King,  yea  though  he  were  an  He- 
i£tick  or  aTyrant. 

Ianfwer,  the  Romidi  fefuites  (their  Brethren)  in  fome  of  Anfwer. 
then*  books  aho,  have  condemned  not  onely  the  murdering  of  . 
Princes,  but  alfo  Rebellion  againfi  them,  though  Rereticks,  and 
Tyrants  ;  but  they  «veane fine  permifu  fvperiorum,  it  is  not  lawful 
for  a  private  man  to  do  it  ffay  they)  of  his  own  head,  untill  he 
be  permitted  by  his  fiiperiours ;  but  having  leave  and  countenance 
from  them,  if  [entente  and  judgement  be  once  pafts^  that  the  King 
is  a  Tjrctnt  ar  an  Heretic^  or  not  ca fable  to  govern  j  then  obedience 
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to  the  J  aid  judgement  is  to  be  given,  as  to  the  zoice  of  Chrift ;  So 
thefe,  whea  they  fp eak  againft  King-killing,  and  Rebellion,  arc  to 
bcunderftood,  until  the  King  be  declared  by  Parliament,  to  be 
an  Enemy  to  the  Kingdome,  and  to  feek  the  mine  of  itj  but  when 
this  is  done,  then  men  may  not  onely  arm  themfelves  againft  him, 
but  killhim,if  f  offibly  they  can,  and  by  fordoing,  they  do  but  the 
Command  of  God,  and  helpe  ihe  Lord  againft  the  mighty.  Thefe 
be  the  nicetyes  of  Romifb  fefuites,  and  EngHJb  fkarifies,  by 
which  they  inchant  men •  they  proteft  Solemnly,  that  they  allow 
not  the  murdering  of  Kings •  No,  not  they :  but  herein  lies  the 
craft,  they  acknowledge  none  for  Kings,  but  whom  themfelves 
pleafe  to  allow  ;  and  maintain  that  to  ki/i  a  King  Vthofe  Govern- 
ment they  cannot  brook^  is  not  to  kill  a  King,  but  a  man  (as  they 
fay)  marked  under  a  Re  gall  Title* 

But  indeed  fome  of  their  faction,  have  been  more  plain  in  their 
expreflions,  and  disclaiming  this  jugling  diftin&ion,  have  decla- 
red their  Tenents  in  down  right  Englifli,  even  as  Parry  of  old 
affirmed,  that  becaufe  Elizabeth  ftood  excommunicated  by  the  *Popet 
he  might  lawfully  kill  her  ;  And  as  Catesby  ftood  to  it  openly,  that 
becaufe  the  Pope  "had  not  allowed  the  (fatholikj  to  receive  James/0/* 
King,  the  Powder-Treafon  was  aworh^of  Piety.  And  as  Raviliak 
affirmed,  that  He  had  reafon  to  kill  Henry  o/Burbon,  becaufe  he 
would  make  warre  againft  the  Pope,  and fo  by  confequent  (faies  he) 
Againft  God,  for  the  Pope  was  God  :  even  fo  in  this  plain  down- 
right fafhion,  we  have  had  fome  of  our  Parliamentarians,  expreft 
their  judgements,  and  intentions,  that  becaufe  the  ^Parliament  hath 
declared  againft  the  King,  'tis  no  fin  to  kill  him  ;  yea,  they  have  pro- 
feffed  that  themfelves  would  do  it,  if  they  could  reach  him,  fo  long  a  s 
he  is  in  this  condition,  not  received  or  allowed  on  by  the  Parlia- 
ment:  yea  {Raviliackzlike)  they  have  affirmed  that  He  wart 
againft  the  Parliament^  and  fo  by  Cc-nfequent  againft  God, and  there- 
fore tt  would  be  a  work^,  not  onely  lawfully  but  alfo  pious  for  to  k*& 
"him ;  fuch  expreflions  have  often  fallen  from  the  lips  of  many  fe- 
verall  perfons  among  them,  who  might  be  named,  if  we  did  2?*/- 
ligerare  Hominibus  magis  quam  vitiis* 

And  thus  the  people  do  now  fee,  how  thofe  who  pretend  to 
keep  them  from  Popery,  do  lead  them  into  the  deepeft  ditch,  and 
moit  Kcllifti  puddle  thereof  :  themfelves  call  the  Jefuites  the 
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vwft  of  Vaptfa ;  and  yet  hold  with  them  in  their  mrfi  ofTenents, 
oncly  the  difference  is  this:  the  Jefuites  place  power,  and  infal- 
libility in  the  Tope,  and  thefe  place  it  in  the  ^Parliament,  for 
though  thefe  (  our  Subtile  Brethren )  will  not  like  Romanics, 
make  a  'Tope  of  the  King,  yet  they  will  make  one  of  the  cPa- 1 .  - 
ment,  whofe  members  are  as  perfect  in  their  Seats,  as  Pontifix  is 
in  Cathedra:  But  I  remember  a  diftin&ion  which  the  Secretary 
of  Charles  the  5.  ufed  to  fome  Englifh  Ambafladours,  who  (up- 
on his  complaint  of  Pope  Julius  the  3.  his  foul  play  with  the 
Emperour,)  demanded  of  him,  how  he  being  zTapift  could  ex- 
cufe  this  unkindnefle  of  the  Pope  towards  his  Matter  ?  He  an- 
fwered,  that  the  Pope  was  an  honefl  man,  but  Julius  the  3.  )X\is  an 
Arrant  Knave  i  fo  faving  the  Honours  of  the  Right  ^orfoipfidl^s 
they  are  Members,  pcradventare  as  they  are  men,  they  may  be 
fubjedl  to  errours,and  be  efteemed  of  according  to  their  merits. 


Sect.  V. 

i.  The  faljity  and  injuftice  of  the  [aid  Charge  again ft  the 
King  manifejted  in  all  the  particulars.  2.  Who  they 
are  that  fit  in  the  S corners  Chair.  3 .  The  Enemies  rea- 
sons and  ends  of  Charging  the  King  with  their  own  Con- 
ditions. 

BTJt  we  having  now  feen  the  Tfature  of  their  Charge,  we  will 
confider  alfo  the  Verity  of  it,  or  the  fidfity  rather,  for  we  § 
apprehend  it  as  falfe,  as  foul ;  as  injurious,  as  High  :  were  it  all 
true,  yet  according  to  Chriftian  Religion,  and  the  doctrine  of  the 
Bible,  it  were  a  great  fin  in  them  thus  to  object  it :  For  is  it  fit  to  T 
fay  to  a  King,  thou  art  wicked,  or  to  Princes, ye  are  ungodly  ?  When  °^  * 
Saint  Paul  underftood  Ananias  to  be  the  Ruler,  he  confefled  he 
had  done  ill,  in  calling  him  VvhitedVrall,  (though  indeed  he  was 
no  better.)  But  feeing  there  is  no  more  truth  at  all  in  the  matter, 
then  can  be  infufed  thereinto  by  vertue  of  a  Vote :  We  are  molt 
confident  that  at  the  Generall  Audit,  (when  all  things  and  men 
ftiall  be  judged,  as  they  are  and  have  been  J  it  will  be  found  a 
moft  malicious  and  tranfeendene  wickednefle,  in  thefe  men  thus 
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to  have  flandred  and  belyed  the  Lords  Anointed,their  own  dread 
•  Soveraignc.  Themfelvcs  know  well,  that  the  King  did  not  leave 

bis  place  or  feat  at  Weflminficr,  butwasmoft  violently  forced  and 
driven  away  from  thence,  full  fore  againft  his  will,  (  for  the  fafe- 
guard  of  his  life,)  by  the  rude  multitudes,  who  were  fet  on  work 
(to  be  fo  irreverend  towards  himj  by  them  that  took  the  Pro- 
tection to  defend  him.  And  they  know  too,  that  if  the  King 
could  by  his  requefts  and  mcflages,  have  obtained  to  have  had  a 
reftraintof  thofefo  high  affronts  offered  to  him,  he  had  not 
withdrawn  himfelf  from  thence  :  But  becaufe  we  have  not  ( to 
this  very  day, )  heard  of  any  perfon  punifhed,  or  fo  much  as 
checked,  (for  that  contemptuous,  and  rebellious  behaviour )  by 
them,  whom  they  call  the  parliament,  and  the  Kings  Great  Conn- ' 
cell ;  we  do  beleevc  that  (when  all  Secrets  (hall  be  opened )  it  wil 
be  found,  that  even  they,  who  have  now  authorized  this  Libell, 
and  in  it  this  impious  Charge  againft  the  King,  did  then  counte- 
nance thofe  very  contempts  againft  him,  on  purpofe  to  force  him 
from  them  :  Wherefore  though  the  King  muft  not  be  furTcred  to 
enjoy  the  Priviledge  of  a  King,  or  of  a  Man ;  yet  they  might  per- 
mit him,  without  blame  or  grudging,  to  have  the  Liberty  of  the 
meaneft  Creature^  in  endeavouring  to  preferve  his  own  life  and 
being. 

And  (fay  they)  He  hath  not  onely  U  ft  his  place,  but  alfo  (as 
they  would  have  it  beleeved  J  hath  rejected  it  for  ever,hath  bound 
himfelfe  to  come  no  more  there  :  Yea,  And  do  all  his  proffers 
of  pardon,  all  his  endeavours  for  Treaties,  all  his  defires  of  Ac- 
commodation, fpeak  onely  fo  much,  and  no  more  ?  Do  his  pri- 
vate inftrutlions  to  his  Commijfi oners  at  Vx bridge  (  before  men- 
tioned )  evidence  this,  and  nothing  elfe  ?  Do  his  intentions  to 
make  his  £)ueene  the  Happy  inflrument  of  renewing  the  meeting,  {if 
he  conld  have  had  but  any  demonfirationy  that  the  Retells  wokldyeeld 
toReafon,  Paper  2.)  difcover  nothing  but  this?  Truely  we  doe 
apprehend  rather  all  thefe  particulars  to  be  Arguments  of  the 
contrary  :  when  God  the  wronged  Party,  doth  bejeech  the  wicked 
z  Cor.  j.  20.  world  to  be  reconciled  to  himfelfe,  we  apprehend  he  is  willing  to 
pardon  all  offences,  and  to  be  friends  with  his  enemies,  if  they 
would  beleeve  him :  So  when  an  abnfed  Chriftian  King,  doth 
imitate  God  in  this  particular,  we  conceive  it  rather  afignc, 
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that  He  would  be  again  at  unity  with  His  Rebellious  Sub/efts, 
then  that  His  purpofe  is,  ftill  to  keep  himfelf  at  a  diftancc. 

We  do  finde  that  fuch  an  Accufation  or  Slander  as  this  is,  was 
once  laid  to  the  .Charge  of  God  himfelf  by  a  moft  difloyall  and 
Hypocriticall  people,  who  having  forced  the  Lord  from  them 
by  their  wickednefle,  and  driven  Him  away  by  their  ill  ufagc,  and 
thereby  made  themfelves  moft  miferable,  did  notwithstanding 
fas  thefe  do J  very  mannerly,  lay  all  the  fault  upon  Him,  as  if 
themfelves  had  been  the  moft  innocent,  and  wel-deferving  people 
in  t  ie  world  :  and  his  departure  had  been  altogether  cauflefs  and 
on  fet  purpofe  to  bring  upon  the  Heads  of  his  people,  all  thofe 
forrows,which  their  own  ungodly  doings  alone  had  effected  and 
procured.  S ion  faidy  the  Lord  hath  forfaken  ntey  my  God  hath  for-  Efay^.  i 
gotten  me.  Nay,  fit  feemes)  they  had  charged  him  (as  thefe  doe 
their  King,)  that  he  had  even  quite  divorced  himfelf  from  them, 
bound  himfelf  to  come  no  more  at  them,  nor  to  own  them  for  his 
people ;  for  God  argues  the  cafe  with  them,  upon  fuch  their 
Charge,  and  that  firft  in  a  mild  way  (as  our  King  hath  often  done 
with  His  enemies)  and  tels  them  he  had  not  forgotten  thenyvhat 
ever  they  faid  of  him ;  no>A  mother  could  fooner  forget  the  chili  of  Ver£  x 
her  Vcombey  then  he  could  forget  them :  though  they  defcrved  not  to, 
be  fo  well  remembred  by  him.  And  then  (in  the  beginning  of  the 
next  Chapter)  he  com^s  more  home  unto  them  ,  and  challenged!, 
and  urgeth  them,  to  bring  their  proof,  to  fhew  the  Bill  of  Divorce- 
ment,  whereby  (they  faid)  he  had  cafi  them  of:  So  may  our  Efay  f  o. 1. 
King  call  upon  thefe  his  Accufers,  to  produce  the  Bo  ids  they  talk 
of,  the  Obligations  whereby  he  hath  tyed  himfelfe  to  fit  elfewhere  : 
furely  they  that  read  this  their  Libell,  may  eafily  beleeve,  that  if 
either  the  Authors, ox  Authorizjers  of  it,  had  any  thing  to  this  pur- 
pofe, tending  to  the  Kings  further  difgrace  or  defamation,  they 
would  not  fail  to  publifh  the  fame  in  Print,  that  all  the  world 
might  fee  it. 

Eut  as  thofe  Accufers  of  God,  failing  in  their  Evidence,  had 
the  blame  retorted  upon  themfelves,  Beholdy  for  jour  iniquities 
havejou  old  jour  fehes :  So  may  thefe  Accufers  of  the  King,thus 
Charging  their  own  faults  upon  Him,  (without  any  injury)  have 
the  fame  returned  upon  their  own  Heads,  the  miferies  which  are 
upon  the  Kingdome  by  reafon  of  the  KiDgs  abiaice,  they  may 
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thank  their  own  fclves  for:  And  as  the  Lord  in  that  place  doth 
further  convince  them  of  the  wrong  they  did  him,  by  declaring 
his  continuall  readinefle  to  help  them  out  of  thofe  miferies, 
whereinto  they  had  brought  themfelves,  if  they  would  but  heare 
him,  beleeve  in  him,  and  truft  unto  him;  which  he  proves,  by 
minding  them  of  what  he  had  done  formerly,  what  Acls  of  grace 
he  had  pafled  already  for  their  good,  inferring  thereby,  that  he 
was  both  able  and  willing  to  do  as  much  again,  if  they  would  but 
give  him  leave  by  taking  his  word.  So  may  the  King,  and  fo  hath 
the  King,by  the  very  fame  wayes  and  meancs  evidenced  his  inno- 
cency  and  freedome  from  thofe  their  unjuft  accufations:  what 
readinefle  hath  he  alwayes  (hewed  in  denying  himfelfe  to  latisfie 
them?  What  tAUs  of  grace  hath  He  already  paned  ?  never  any 
King  hath  done  the  like.  Let  the  bktereft  of  His  Enemies  deny 
it  if  they  can ;  what  could  be  defired  by  reafonable  men,  which 
he  hath  not  offered  and  promifed  unto  them,  if  they  would  but 
beleeve  him,  and  truft  unto  him  .?  But  this  they  wil  not  be  ba  ughc 
unto/or  it  is  one  of  the  moft  difficult  things  in  the  world,  for  a 
Perfon  that  hath  been  fo  highly  wronged,  as  He  hath  been,and  in- 
tends well,to  gain  credit  from  them,  that  have  abufed  him  :  their 
owne  guiltinefs  makes  them  incredulous,  and  without  Faith  'tis 
impoffible  that  either  God  or  the  King,  fhould  be  abJe  to  do  any 
Mat. 1 1. 5 8.  people  good  ;  as  it  was  faid  by  our  Saviour,  that  himfelf  could  doe 
Mar.6.j;6.  m  mighty  works  in  a  certain  place,  becaufe  of  the  peoples  unbelief 
So  may  it  be  faid  of  the  King,  he  cannot  do  that  good  he  would, 
unto  his  people,  becaufe  of  their  unbelief.  As  God  is  better  then 
man  can  conceive  him  to  be,  fo  the  King  is  better  then  thefe  men 
will  beleeve  him  to  be  $  yea  (in  regard  of  their  abufes  of  him)  I 
may  fay,  then  they  can  beleeve  him  to  be.  It  was  the  faying  of  a 
good  Subjeft,  fince  thefe  wars  begun,  0  that  the  people  of  England 
d  d  but  know  their  Kingfhey  Would  love  himjhey  Would  beleeve  him, 
they  Would  not  abufe  him.  But  we  muft  not  wonder  to  fee  a  good 
King  in  Gods  condition. 
§.2.  We  proceed  therefore  to  their  next  particular,  where  they 
Charge  the  King,to  have  fettled  himfelf  in  the  feat  of  the  Scornful y 
and  we  will  fee  their  truth  in  that. 
Pfa.  113.4.  The  Ffalmift:  informes  us,  that  thofe  (ontly)  that  are  at  eare\ 
have  leafure  to  take  up  a  fitting  in  that  place,  and  not  thofe  that 
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are  in  an  afflicted  condition:  Did  the  King  live  the  life  of  the  me* 
ofWeftminfter,  and  had  all  the  wealth  and  pleafures  of  this  King- 
dome  at  his  command  ;  and  were  he  withall  of  their  difpofition, 
indued  with  their  fpirits,  to  aft  their  parts,  there  might  be  fomc 
probability  of  truth  in  this  particular  ;  but  it  being  cleane  con- 
trary with  them,  there  is  no  likelyhood  at  all  in  it. 

i.  Had  He  been  a  Snbjetly  and  (by  good  fortune  J  chofen  Bnr- 
gejfe  of  fome  Corporation,  or  Knight  of  fome  Shire,  and  fate  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  amongft  them  at  this  prefent,  and  had  con- 
curred, firft,  in  pretending  to  fettle  Religion,  to  make  a  glorious 
Church,  to  advance  Chrilt :  and  then  afterward  in  conf*lting,hovr 
to  take  away  the  Churches  maintenance,  to  flight  the  places  of 
Gods  Worthip,that  they  might  be  of  no  more  elteem  then  com- 
mon Houfes,Alehoufes,Barns  and  Stables  :  in  perfecting,  banifb- 
ing,  and  imprifoning  the  Fathers  of  the  Church,  and  Minifters  of 
Jefu^  thofe  in  fpecial  who  have  been  the  greateft  oppofers  of  An- 
tichriftianity  and  Popery  5  and  in  giving  liberty  to  all  Sects  and 
Religions/  favc  only  to  the  true  one,  which  commands  Humility, 
Loyalty,  and  Obedience,)  had  he  (I  fay)  been  fuch  a  manfand  thus 
imployed  ;  then  he  might  jultly  indeed  have  been  faid  to  fit  in  the 
Chair  e  of  the  fcornfnU,  and  to  have  exercifed  his  fcoffes  and  fcorns 
againft  Godhimfelfe. 

Or  2\  had  he  been  one  of  thofe,  that  under  pretence  of  advan* 
cingx  he  Liberty  and  Huppinejfe  of  the  Sfibjetl ,  fhould  vote  away 
the  Subjects  right  to  his  own  goods,fometimes  a  twentieth  part, 
fometi  me  a  fifth  part,  fometime  alls  under  a  pretence  of  taking 
away  Monopolies, and  Illegall  payments,  fhould  bring  in  fuch  new 
tolcs  and  taxations  as  the  Nation  was  never  acquainted  with ; 
excize  upon  bread,  beere,  butter,  cheefe,  flefh,  and  all  Commodi- 
ties that  are  ufed  for  the  life  of  man :  under  pretence  of  being  one 
of  the  good  Patriots  and  prefervers  of  their  country,  fhould  raife 
'Wars,  caufe  defolations,  burne  houfes,  hire  ftrange  Nations  with 
their  Countries  money,  to  come  to  kill  their  Country-men :  un- 
der pretence  of  keeping  tender  Conferences  from  unnecejfary  mat* 
ters%  fhould  force  upon  them  unlawfull  Oathes,  ungodly  Cove- 
nants, even  to  the  taking  up  of  Armes  againft  their  Soveraignc 
(to  whom  they  have  fworne  Allegcance )  to  the  damnation 
of  their  fouls  forever,  without  deep  Humiliation  andRepen- 
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tance :  Had  the  King  I  fay,  becne  one  of  thefe  men,  and  done 
thus,  He  might  defervedly  have  been  faid  to  have  fate  in  the  Scor* 
ners  Chaire,  and  to  have  laughed  to  fcorne  a  Vthole  Nation. 

Or  3.  had  He  been  one  of  that  number,  who  talke  of  making 
the  King  a  glorious  CMonarchie ;  and  yet  take  from  Him  all  His 
Power  &  Authority,  not  fuffer  Him  to  have  fo  much  as  the  choice 
of  His  own  Servants,  the  Rule  of  His  own  Family,  the  dijpofall 
of  His  own  Children,  thefociety  of  His  own  Wife:  That  promife 
to  make  Him  the  richeft  Prince  in  (fhriftendomefr  yet  rob  Him  of 
all  His  Goods  and  Revenews,and  not  allow  Him  fo  much  (if  they 
can  help  it)  as  (hall  buy  Him  bread  to  eat,  or  cloathes  to  wear ; 
that  call  themfelves  His  moft  Humble  and  obedient  Subjetls  :  yet 
obey  Him  in  nothing,  but  ftudy  to  vex,  and  crolTe  Him  in  every 
thing ;  hire  fellowes  to  hunt  Him,  to  frioot  at  Him,  and  (if  they 
can)  to  kill  Him  :  that  avouch  great  love  and  affe&ion  to  Him,  & 
defires  to  advance  His  Honour,  and  yet  Authorize  Libells  and 
bafe  Bookes,  to  defame,  (lander,  and  reproach  Him  :  If  the  King 
were  one  of  this  Generation,  and  fhould  concurre  in  fuch  Acti- 
ons, He  might  be  faid  to  ft  in  the  feat  of  the  Scornfull  indeed,  and 
to  bellow  His  Scornes  before  all  the  world  upon  His  Sovcraigne. 

Or  laftly,  were  He  one  of  them,that  partly  by  fraud,  partly  by 
violence,  having  ftripp'd  their  Soveraigne  of  all  His  Weapons, 
Caflles,  Ships  and  Townes,  and  of  the  Hearts  of  many  of  His  Peo- 
ple, andfearce  left  Him  a  place  to  hide  His  Head  in,  in  three 
Kingdomes;  fhould  maintaine  a  curfed  villaine  to  proclaime 
up  and  down  the  world,  that  He  is  runne  otpaj  very  Majefticallj 
to  fet  up  anew  Monarchy  in  the  lie  of  asfnglefey :  this  indeed 
were  to  fit  in,  and  to  fill  up  the  Seat  of  the  Scornfull :  for  this  is 
right  Hail  King  of  the  fewes,  which  was  plaine  fcorning  in  the 
Hall  at  Jerujalem,  ( according  to  Scripture )  and  fo  dou->tlefle, 
(if  Scripture  might  be  Judge  J  it  is  in  the  Hall  at  Wefimirfer. 
We  doe  confeffc  and  beleeve,  that  were  the  King  in  this  lbrt 
qualified, conditioned,  and  exercifed,  then  that  imputation  of 
theirs  might  be  laid  upon  him  :  But  it  being  with  him  as  it  is,  we 
lee  no  reafon  above-board ,  why  they  fhould  entitle  him  to  the 
fcorners  Chaire,  unlefle  his  Magnanimity  ,  and  Chriftian  (fourage 
bearing  his  burden  ofaffiidion,be  taken  to  be  a  contemning  and 
fcorning  at  their  malice. 

But 
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But  yet  they  have  a  report  doubtlefle,  and  ends  too^  for  this 
their  charging  the  King,  though  they  think  it  fit  for  to  eonccale 
them.  I  am  one  appointed  Of  God,  to  detccT:  the  devices  of  Sa- 
tan, and  to  unkennell  the  thoughts  of  the  wicked  5  and  I  dare  be 
bolder  with  them,  then  they  for  their  own  Credit  fake,  dare 
be  with  themferves,  and  therefore  I  fhall  difcovcr  them. 

Firft  their  Reafon  ( I  apprehead  )  is  this  ;  'they  knoW  themfelves 
Worthy  to  be  both  abhorred  and /corned  of  all  men  5  and  doe  belecve 
they  are  fo  in  the  Hearts  of  all  the  wife,  for  their  moft  abomi- 
nable and  groiTe  hypocrifie ;  yea,  they  know  in  their  Confciences, 
that  God  fcornes  at  them,  (they  being  exercifed  asthofeare 
whom  Scripture  affirmeth  God holdeth  in  derifion :)  and  therefore  pfal.  ?.  2, 
they  fpeake  of  the  Kings  fcorne  at  them,  from  the  guilt  of  their  Pfal.7$.  n 
own  merits  and  defervings.  I>rov'  3-34 

Then  their  Ends  (I  conceive )  are  thefe,  firft,  to  make  His  Ma- 
jefty  appear e  abhominable  unto  the  world,  (  which  is  the  main  fcope 
of  all  their  endeavours J  fortisfaid,  the  S corner  is  anabhomina-  PfQv  ^ 
tion  unto  men.  And  fecondly,  that  the  blinde  and  feduced  vulgar, 
might  not  think  them  to  be  guilty  of  that  finne,  which,  with  fo 
much  boldnefle,  and  bitternefle  they  doe  firft  of  all  charge  upon 
the  King.  It  is  the  knowne  policy  of  a  wicked  harlot,  to  call 
her  honeft  neighbour  Whore  firft,  and  of  a  pick-purfe  purfued, 
to  cry  /hp  the  Theef,  that  himfelf  might  not  be  fufpe&ed  to  be 
the  man  :  You  take  too  much  upon  you  UHofes  and  <iAaron,  cryed  Numb.  16. 
thofe  Grand  Rebellsy  when  themfelves  onely  did  fo  :  And  one 
who  had  fold  himfelfe  to  work  wickednefle,  layed  it  to  the 
charge  of  good  that  he  troubled  Ifruel,  becaufc  his  guilty  t  Kfn^s  x8 

Conscience  told  him,  that  the  Prophet,  and  all  other  honeft  men  . 
befide,  had  caufe  to  accufe  him  for  fo  doing ;  and  this  is  the  very 
cafe  of  thefe  men,  who  (  as  we  fee  )  have  done  nothing  in  this 
particular,  without  Trefident  and  example;  though  we  confeiTe 
in  refpecl:  of  the  Circumftances ,  thefe  men  are  more  bitter- 
ly fiornfutty  then  ever  any  were,  that  we  read  of  in  Scripture  or 
elfewhere. 

It  was  bitterly  done  of  the  Thiliftimes ,  when  they  had  weak- 
ncd  Sampfon,  and  brought  him  into  an  afflicted  condition,  toiU(j,  16. 
mock  and  fame  at  him  in  his  mifery,  yet  they  did  not,  in  thofe 
their  mocks  charge  him  with  fiwnhg  them ;  And  the  Perfccutors 

of 
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of  our  Saviour  did  deal  bitterly  with  him,  when  in  derifion  they 
Crewn'd  him  with  Thornes,  put  a  icWinto  his  hand,  in  ftead  of  a 
Scepter,  called  him  King,  bowed  the  knee  to  Him ;  and  then 
advanced  him  upon  a  Crojfe  inftead  of  a  Throne ;  yet  they  did 
not  at  that  time  in  their  fcoffing  and  flouting  expreflions  fayr 
that  His  Crojfe  yoM  the  (fhair  of  the  Scornfull :  and  that  he  being 
fattened  to  that,  did  fit  in  the  Scorrers  feat,  and  fcorne  at  them  : 
But  thefe  men  are  pleafed  even  thus  to  deale  with  their  King 
and  Soveraigne,  as  all  the  world  may  fee  by  their  Language  ;  fo 
that  the  King  hath  caufe  to  complain  in  the  words  of  the  Pfalme, 
Pfal.  123.4.     Our  fouleis  exceedingly  filled  frith  the  /comings  of  them  that  he  at 

Pfal   1  20     erfe'  aH(^  ^7/r^       C0"temFt  °f  the  proud..  And  we  his  Subjects 
'  *I#  1  '    vvill  pray  in  his  behalfe,  as  the  Pfalmifl  in  another  place,  Let  the 
lying  lips  be  put  to  filence  (OLvrd  )  which  thin  cruelly y  thai  dif- 
dainfnlly>  and  thus  delightfully  ffeake  again/}  the  Righteous.  And 
we  are  confident  (as  the  Wifeman  fayes  )  that  the  High  and 
ProT.3.^4.      Holy  God  fcorneth  at  thefe  fcorners,  and  hath  prepared  heavy  judge- 
^9^9*   ments  for  them. 


S  E  c  T.  VI. 

Firfl,  of  the  Kings  Brrour  in  following  evill  CounceUours^ 
and  who  they  were  :  His  UHajefy  fcorrid  at  by  the  Li- 
bellers for  his  tenderneffe  of  Confcience^  ana  hopes  in 
GodsJ-uflice.  2.  The  folly  and falfnood  of  the  Libellers 
Charge  againfi  Strafford  and  Canterbury.  3.  The 
Enemies  acquit  the  King  of  having  a  voluntary  hand  in 
StrafFords  death.  4.  They  hint  the  right  Re  a f on  of  his 
withdrawing  from  Weftminfter. 

THe  next  particular  which  thefe  ^honeft  and  good  men,  as 
they  would  be  accounted )  doe  charge  their  King  wirhaU,  is, 
that  He  hath  walked  in  the  C  ounce  lis  of 'the  ungodly  to  the  mine  aU 
moft  of  thee  Kingdomes.. 
§.1  •         Indeed  it  cannot  be  denyed,  the  King  hath  been  exceeding  un- 
happy in  his  Councelloursr'za&  himfelfc  doth  intimate  that  his 

walking 
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walkttg  aft°r  tnc*r  advife,  hath  been  a  main  caufc  of  Gods  judg- 
ment upon  this  Kingdome.  His  words  to  this  purpofe  arc  thefe 
(Paper.  22.) 

Nothing  can  he  more  Evident,  then  that  StraflFords 
Innocent  bloud,  hath  been  one  of  the  great  caufescfGods 
judgement  upo  9  this  Nation^  by  a  furious  Ctvill  Warrc, 
both  fides  being  hitherto  almojl  eaually  punijbedy  as  being 
in  a  manner  equally  guilty  :  but  now  this  laft  crying 
bloud,  being  totally  theirs,  I  beleeve  it  is  no  preemption 
hereafter  to  hope,  that  his  hand  of  zpujlice  mufibe  heavier 
upon  them,  and  lighter  upon  us ,  looking  now  upon  our 
Caufe,  having  pajfed  by  our  faults. 

This  Chriftian  and  pious  ackowledgement  of  the  King,  thefe 
men  feoff  at,  in  their  Notes  upon  it,  and  deride  at  that  remorfe 
of  Confcience,  which  his  Majeity  difcovers,  for  his  permitting 
the  fhedding  of  Str  affords  bloud.  He  left  him  (fay  they)  to  the 
Blocks  againft  Confcience,  as  is  now  alieadged;  and  again,  Remorfe  Pag.49# 
of  Confcience  fuggefteth  to  the  KingyScc.  Yea,  and  they  doe  feem 
to  glory  in  what  themfelves  did  do,  to  the  fpilling  of  it ;  and  to 
i ejoyce,  that  none  but  themfelves  had  a  hand  in  the  death  of 
Canterbury  :  Yea,  and  further  how  flightfuliy,  ( if  not  fcoffing- 
ly)  doe  they  fpeak  of  the  Kings  mentioning  Gods  Hand  offu- 
ftice  in  the  bufinefle  ?  Their  words  are  thefe,  Pag.  49. 

The  King  in  his  Letter  0/ Jan.  14.  takes  it  as  evident •,  that  Straf-  Libell.  p.  4^. ' 
fords  innocent  bloud,  has  brought  the  Judgement  of  this  Chill  warre 
equally  upon  both  fides,  both  being  equally  guilty  thereof:  His  mean- 
ing is,thot  he  and  his  fide,  was  as  guilty  in  permitting,  as  the  Parlia- 
ment was  in  frofecuting  :  But  now  for  Canterburies  blond,  that  be- 
ing  totally  put  upon  the  Parliaments  fcore,  he  doubts  not  but  the  Hand 
efjufiice,  Will  from  henceforth  totally  lay  the  height  of  this  guilt  up- 
in  the  Parliaments  fide. 

(Tet  the  Kings  Words  are,  I  beleeve  it  is  no  preemption  here- 
after, to  hope  that  his  hand  of  Juftice  muft  be  heavier  upon 
them.) 

Confidering  the  time  when  this  their  fcornfull  Comment,  up- 
on the  Kings  expreflions  came  forth,  viz*  immediately  lifter 

L  their 
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*  Yet  fliould  tnc,r  Victory  at  Ifazeby  field,  by  their  Victorious*  Sir  Thorns 
God  incline  Fairfax  (for  fo  they  call  him,  J  we  underftand  their  fence  to  be 
the  Heart  of  Sr  this :  tC  The  King  talks  of  Gods  Hand  of  fuftice,  and  doubts  not, 
Thomas  Fair--"  but  the  fame  will  from  the  time  of  Canterburies  death,  lay  the 

unto  his^ord  "  weight  of  the  §llilt  of  ^loud  total,y  "P00  our  fidc  :  Victorious 
and°Soveraian,  "  *fr>  Thomas  Fairfax  hath  anfwered  him  fufficiently  in  that  par- 
no  doubt  bat  "  ticular,  and  declared  to  the  world,  what  his  hopes  in  gods  fu- 
fome  of  them  Utflfa  are  come  to  •  well,  let  him  pleafe  himfelfe  (till  in  thofe  fan- 

^ilc  ^hTin  *  cies>  f°  l0n^aS  We  haVe  the  hand  °f  Vt®oriti6  Str  Thomas  Fair- 
Si/languag"  on  our  ^e, vve  Sive  nim  ^ve> t0  Matter  himfelf  in  that 
as  now    they  ft  Hand  offuftice  he  fpeaks  of,  &C 

fecm  to  honour  And  yet  let  thefe  feoff ers  of  thefe  lafl  times,  that  fay,  where  is 
SeofVian-6  thepnw'fe  comming  ?  for  fince  the  father  fell  a  jleepe,  aH  things 
rious°:  Which  continue  as  fuccesfull  as  they  did  before  ;  let  them  (Ihy)  know, 
indeed  they  *  that  Gods  Juftke  may  awaken  foon  enough,  to  their  Confuiion. 
have  fufEcieftt-  guod  defertur  non  aufertur,  the  longer  the  blow  is  in  comming 
Iy  done  fince  tnc  heavier  will  its  fall  be  :  Fortuna  belli  femper  ancipiti  in  loco  efi, 

UverMafrom  thc  A*9  °f  *he  Lord  wiU  QOmcfH^enlJ  uP°n  t^sa,  as  a  thief  in 
Holmeby.       the  night.  §uos  dies  vidit  veniens  fuperbos,  hos  dies  viditfugiens 
jacentes. 

But  they  go  on  in  that  place,  and  inform  us,  who  thofe  ungod- 
ly ones  were,  whofe  Gouncell  in  this  other  place 'they  fay  the 
King  has  followed,  to  the  mine  almoft  of  three  Kingdomes,  Their 
words  are  thefe. 

Libell.  pag.49,  The  truth  is ,  Strafford  and  Canterbury  were  the  chief  fire- 
brands of  this  war,  the  two  ill  Councellours,  that  chiefly  incenfed'the 
King  againfl  the  Scots ,  and  endeavoured  to  fubjetl  all  the  three 
Kingdomes  U  a  new  (Arbitrary  Government,  and  are  nowjuflly 
executed  for  attempting  the  fubverjion  of  that  Law,  which  the  King 
has  perfected fince. 

§.  2.  Becaufe  dead  folkes  cannot  fpeak  for  themfelves,  and  becaafe 
iris  fo  Voted,  therefore  Strafford  and  Canterbury  were  the  chief 
fire-brands  of  this  war,  and  fo  for  truth  it  muft  be  taken ;  though 
one  of  them  was  quite  extinct,  a  year  before  this  war  begun,  and 
the  other  kept,  by  his  Accufers  in  fo  clofe  obicurity,  that  his 
fparkes,  (if  he  had  any  in  him  to  this  purpofe)  could  not  pofli- 
blyflic  abroad.  But  let  me  ask  aqucftion,  did  notthe  wifemen 
of  the  Kingdome,  quench  thefe  fire-brands  t*  prevent  thc  fame? 

how 


ofF^ing  Charls.  6$ 

how  came  it  then  to  break  forth  after  they  were  extinguifhed  ? 
had  they  lived,  been  both  at  liberty,  and  afforded  their  full  con- 
currence, could  poffibly  the  flame  have  been  more  great  and  de- 
trimental! ?  Againe,  why  was  not  the  imputation  proved,  ( at 
Icaft)  againft  Canterbury,  who  lived  almoft  three  years  after  the 
war  was  begun,  when  they  wanted  matter  to  put  him  to  death  ? 
Surely  the  Law  hath  fo  well  provided,  in  a  cafe  of  this  Nature, 
that  if  there  had  been  any  fuch  matter,  His  Enemies  fhould  not 
have  needed  to  folicite,  for  the  peoples  Votes  and  Hands  to  get 
him  difpatched  :  But  it  was  Canterbury  es  Honour,  to  drinWof 
his  Mailers  cu$,The  voices  of  the  people,ani  of  the  Trie  ft  s  prevailed.  Luk-  2$.  2$ . 
And  indeed  thefe  quenched  fire-brands,  were  fo  farre  from  kin- 
dling this  fire,  that  we  apprehend  rather,  they  were  quenched  to 
this  end,  left  they  ihould  have  hindred  it,  from  being  kindled : 
When  Charles  was  King,  and  Straf  or d  Deputy  of  Ireland,  and 
Canterbury  Metropolitan  of  this  Church,  we  had  nowarresin 
England:  Stra fords  bloud  we  grant  was  afire-brandy  which  we, 
(  with  the  King  )  beleeve  ftill  burnes  upon  us,  his  Prayers  at  his 
death,  (to  the  contrary  J  could  not  ftop  the  cry  of  it,  from  pul- 
ling downe  of  vengeance  :  And  Canterbury  es  bloud  (we  feare) 
will  cry  louder  yet,  againft  the  people  of  this  Landjwho  by  giving 
their  Votes, (where  the  Law  gives  none) to  take  away  his  life,  have 
cryed  out  againft  themfelves,  His  bloud  be  upon  us,  and  upon  our 
Children. 

But  fay  thefe  men,  fwho  never  flandred  any  but  their  betters J  Mat.  27.  2 ?. 
Strafford  and  Canterbury  were  two  evill  Councellours,  (and  yet 
Strafford  and  Canterbury  dyed  like  two  Chriftian  Martyrs ;  and 
might  the  latter  end  of  their  Accufers,  be  but  like  theirs,  it  would 
be  their  happincfle  in  one  kinde,  and  ours  in  another.)  They 
chiefly  incenfed  the  King  againft  the  Scots :  (but  they  did  not  ftir 
up  the  Scots  againft  the  King,  in  provoking  them  to  an  infurre- 
ction  ;  nor  did  they  hinder  the  Kings  Ad:  of  mercy  and  pardon 
towards  them  afterwards,  much  lefle  did  they  after  that  Acl  of 
Tacification,]  with  that  Nation  fend  for  thofe  Scots  into  England, 
and  hire  them  with  Englifh  money,  to  cut  the  throats  of  English 
men:  Had  they  been  Comcellours  in  fuch  matters,they  had  been  ill 
C  ounce  Hours  indeed. ) 

But  fay  they,  Strafford  and  Canterbury  endeavoured  to fubmit 
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all  theft  three  Ktngdomes  to  anew  ^Arbritrary  Government,  and 
Vcere  duely  executed,  for  attempting  that fubverfiw  of  Law, which  the 
King  hath  perfefl  ed fince. 

It  was  wel,they  did  but  endeavour  a  new  Arbritrary  Government^ 
not  ered:  it ;  they  did  but  attempt  a  fubverfon  of  Law,  not  effect 
it;  but  fome  others  fincc  their  times,  have  gone  further,  and  tur- 
ned all  Law  into  Vote ,  and  zWJuftice  and  Reafin  into  Violence  and 
Will :  For  if  there  be  this  day,  in  Europe,  a  more  Arbritrary,  cruel, 
and  butcherly  Government,  then  hath  been  exercifed  in  England 
byfomefince  Strafford  and  Canterbury  vverefet  afide,  from  ha- 
ving to  doe  in  the  world,  my  reading  failes  me  3  if  to  take  away 
lands,  eftates,  goods,  good  name,  and  lives  from  men,  without 
any  allegation  of  Law,  or  reafon,  but  only  the  Parliament  judge- 
eth  fo  \  or,  the  People  will  have  it  jo :  if  this  be  not  (Arbritrary  Go- 
vernment, I  know  not  what  is :  therefore  if  Strafford  and  Canter- 
bury  were  executed,  fas  thefe  fay)  for  attempting ;  let  all 
men  judge,  how  defervedly  ought  thefe  others  to  be  executed  for 
accomplishing  fuch  defignes  ? 

But  thefe  men  tell  us  further,  that  the  King  hath fince  perfected 
that  fubverflon  of  Law,  which  thofe  his  ill  Councellours  had  for- 
merly attempted.  Tis  too  well  known,  that  the  cuftomary  way 
of  thefe  mens  Honouring  the  King,  is  by  cafting  on  him,  the  fcan- 
dall  of  their  owne  doings :  The  Law  we  confefle  is  fubverted, 
and  overthrown,  but  the  King  can  no  more  be  faid,  to  have  done 
the  fame,  then  David  could  be  faid  to  have  killedd  Abner,  and 
tAmafa,  becaufe  he  was  the  Soveraigne  to  thofe  fons  of  Zeruiah, 
who  did  the  deed,  and  were  10  fubtile,  and  ftrong,  that  he  could 
neither  reftrain  them  from  it,nor  bring  them  to  condigne  puniflv 
ment  for  it. 

And  let  all  modeft  and  ingenuous  men  obferve,  howdefpe- 
rate,  and  bold  thefe  men  are,  in  their  afperfions  againft  the  King  • 
they  affirme,  He  hath  fubverted  Law,  and  walked  in  the  Count  ell 
of  the  ungodly, to  the  ruine  almofi  of$,  whole  Kingdomes.  They  could 
have  faid  no  more,  if  when  the  Militia  and  Tower  were  in  his 
fole  hands  j  thing?,  had  been,as  now  they  are  :  But  we,  and  them- 
felves  too,  can  all  witnefle,  that  when  the  Parliament  met,  no 
drop  of  bloud  was  yet  fpilt  in  Ireland ;  no  Commotions  were 
Sirring  i'n  Scotland,  for  the  King  by  his  Grace  and  Goodneffe,  had 
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allayed  all;  nor  was  there  any  complaining  ©f  Souldiers,  nor 
plundering  in  the  ftree«  of  England :  all  the  three  Kingdomes 
were  in  peace ;  and  to  continue  them  therein,  the  King  calls  a 
Parliament,  and  gives  power  to  the  Members  thereof,  and  en- 
couragement withall,  to  fettle  all  things  both  in  Church  and 
Commonwealth,  for  the  Subjects  benefit ,  even  as  firmly  as 
themfelves  ( who  were  intruded  and  chofen  by  their  fellow  Sub- 
jects for  that  purpofe)  could  pofiibly  devife.  He  denyes  them 
nothing  in  purfuance  thereof,  fufTersthem  to  call  allfufpected 
officers  and  perfons  to  account,  not  excepting  Strafford  or  Can- 
terbury ;  and  further  to  affure  His  people  of  His  ftrong  defires  to 
continue  their  happinefle,  He  fettles  a  Trienniall 'Parliament,  as 
the  raoft  fpeciall  mean  to  prevent  iHCouncellours  in  after-times  : 
yet  thefc  Accufers  tax  the  King  of  perverting  the  Law  -y  and  fpeak 
as  if  the  three  Kingdomes  had  been  at  the  very  brim  of  deftru- 
ction,  and  quite  ruined  ere  this,  if  the  power  had  not  been  taken 
out  of  His  Hands,  bythofe,  who  ( by  their  meeknefle,  wifdome, 
and  frugality  )  have  put  all  the  faid  Kingdomes  into  a  more 
hopefull  condition  of  prefervation ,  (  as  it  muft  be  belee- 
ved,  though  againft  all  fenfe  and  experience)  then  they  were  in 
before. 

Indeed  had  thofe  undertakers  done  that  work  for  which  they 
were  furamoned,  and  called  together,  the  Kings  good  Subjects, 
in  all  His  Kingdomes,  might  have  had  caufe  of  mentioning  their 
names  with  perpetuall  Honour :  but  they  (as  it  feemeth )  envying 
that  happinefs  which  their  fellow  Subjects  were  likely  to  enjoy, 
by  thofe  new  enacted  Lawes,  and  efpecially  by  the  Trienniall 
Parliament ;  fairly  pretending  other  matters,  did  get  the  fame 
Ael  prcfently  made  ufeleffe,  by  another,  for  the  continuation  of 
this :  which  hath  created  themfelves,  (as  they  fuppofe  and  in- 
tend) perpetuall  dictators,  and  all  their  fellow  Subjects  perpetuall 
Jlaves.  For  let  thefe perpetual! great  Councellours>  approve  them- 
felves never  fo  evil),  and  detrimentall  to  Church  and  State,  yet 
the  poore  Subject  muit  be  forced  by  the  ■Militia  (which  they 
have  got  into  their  hands)  to  beleeve  them  unerring  •  for  He 
fhali  have  no  benefit  by  the  Trienniall  Parliament,  to  examine 
their  doings* 

And  hence  alfo  it  is,  that  they  have  balked  the  triallofmen 
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by  eftablipjeJL  Law,  and  (conceiving  themfelves  above  it)  have 
{hunned  to  punifli  for  thofe  faults  which  the  Law  condemneth  : 
and  to  ftiew  the  Omnipotency  of  their  power,  have  paffed  fen- 
tencc  of  death,  where  the  Law  condemneth  not,  though  Scrip- 
ture teacheth,  that  Where  is  no  Law,  there  is  no  Tranfgreffion  :  the 
giving  way  to  which  very  thing,  was,  and  is  a  trouble  to  the 
Kings  Confcience ,  and  the  caufe  of  His  firft  diflike  of  their 
Courfes ,  witneffe  their  owne  words  which  are  to  this  pur- 
pofc. 

The  King  adjudged  Strafford  worthy  of  death,  jet  not  for  Treafon 
as  it  was  Charged  ufon  him,  but  not  being  able  to  fave  his  life,  with- 
out nftng  force,  and  finding  force  very  dangerous,  He  left  him  to  the 
blockjtgainft  Qonfcience  as  is  now  alleadged* 

That  the  King  adjudged  Strafford  worthy  of  death,  for  any  thing, 
is  more  then  we  heard  before,  nor  have  we  any  reafon  to  6eleeve 
the  fame  now,  upon  the  bare  report  of  thefe  men;  yet  to  doe 
them  acourtefie,  we  may  fuppofe  it  to  be  as  they  fay,  for  the 
prefent ;  and  then  it  folio wes,  (as  all  may  fee)  that  they  doe  not 
Charge  the  King  for  defiring  to  fave  Straffords  life  abfolutely, 
(  for  they  fay  the  King  himfelf  judged  him  worthy  of  death:) 
but  for  being  againft  his  fuffering  for  Treafon  :  So  that  ( in 
brief)  the  Kings  finne  only  was,  according  to  the  Teftimony 
of  His  raoft  deadly  Enemies)  He  would  that  Straford  fhould  have 
fuffered  death,  only  for  his  faults,  and  not  for  that,  whereof  he  was 
not  guilty.  As  became  a  righteous  Judge,  the  King  would  have 
had  His  Great  QoHncett,  to  have  done  Jufta,  fufie,  Righteous 
things  in  a  Righteous  manner;  as  conceiving  that  way  of  pro- 
ceeding to  be  moft  acceptable  unto  God,  and  moft  likely  to 
continuate  his  bleffings  upon  the  Kingdome  :  but  being  not  able 
by  faire  meanes  to  perfwade  them  to  that ;  and  confidering  that 
to  ufe  force  might  be  a  remedy  worfe  then  the  difeafe,  the  bloud 
of  many  innocent  perfons,  might  be  fpi It  to  fave  one;  and  yet 
perhaps  (the  power  and  the  malice  of  the  Adverfary  being  fo 
High,  that  one  not  faved  neither)  He  was  conftrained  againft  His 
Conscience  to  leave  him  to  the  blocks  and  for  His  being  fo  tender 
Confcienced  in  this  cafe,  He  is  thought  worthy  of  Scome  by  thefe 
men/His  moft  Religious,Obedient,  and  loving  Subject's.) H<?  left 
him  to  the  Blocks  againft  (fonfeience  (fay  they)  as  is  mw  alt  cadged. 

But 
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But  indeed,  they  have  fafficiently  by  thefe  their  words  acquit- 
ted the  King  to  the  whole  world,  of  having  a  voluntary  hand  in 
the  fpilling  of  Str affords  innocent  Blond,  (for  fo  it  may  be  called 
becaufe  he  was  innocent  of  that  for  which  he  fuffered,  though  in 
fome  other  refpecls,  (if  it  were  true  as  they  fay,)  he  might  be 
ad/idged  guiltj :  )  and  like  them  that  cried,  bis  blond  be  upon  its, 
and  upon  our  Children,  they  take  the  matter  wholly  upon  them- 
felves ;  for  which  we  thank  them,  and  for  which  we  beleeve  that 
God  in  his  due  time  will  remember  them. 

By  thofe  their  words  they  have  alfo  well  hinted  to  our  under- 
ftandings,  howfarre,  and  in  what  fort  the  King  bath  walked  i» 
the  C  ounce  lis  of  the  ungodly,  to  the  mine  (  as  they  fay  )  almoft  of 
three  Kingdomcs  :  To  which  purpofc  they  proceed  further,  ( in 
the  fame  place)  and  fay, 

Canterbury  remaines  in  the  fame  cafe,  and  now  rtmorfe  of(fon-  Libell.  p.  4^ 
fcience,  (  or  rather  the  old  Projetl  of  altering  Law  )  Suggefts  to  the 
Kingy  that  if  no  refiraint  be  ufed,  StrafFords  Trefident  will  cafi 
Canterbury,  and  Canterburies  all  the  reft  of  the  Con/piratours, 
andfo  the  people  will  make  good  their  Ancient freedome ftilL 

Had  thefe  men  remembrcd  where  all  the  old  Projectors  and 
Monopolizers  now  fit,  and  on  which  fide  they  doe  Militare,  or 
had  they  bethought  themfelves,  how  unable  they  are  to  inftance, 
in  any  one  good  Law,  which  the  King  did  ever  alter ;  they  would 
certainely  have  omitted  their  malicious  Parenthcfis  :  But  by 
their  putting  it  in,  they  give  us  to  fee,  that  they  will  not  forget 
their  old  Trojett  of  cafting  their  owne  faults  upon  the  Inno- 
cent. 

But  what  doth  the  fild  projetl  of  altering  Law  fuggeft  to  the 
King?  Why  (fay  they,)  that  Str  affords  Preftdent^onUcaft  Can- 
terbury :  But  had  not  they  provided  a  remedy  againft  that  fug- 
geftion,  by  ordering  that  Straffords  Prefident  fliould  be  no  *Pre- 
fdent  to  caft  others  by,  in  after  times  >  If  there  be  any  venue  in 
their  owne  Order,  or  rather  Honeftj  in  them  that  m^dc  it ;  we 
cannot  fee  how  Straffords  Prefident  could  be  any  prejudice  to 
Canterbury  :  For  who  fliall  urge  it  againft  him,  but  onely  them- 
felves,  that  made  it  uncapable  of  being  urged  ?  We  cannot  poffi- 
bly  fuppofe,  that  were  the  King  fuch  an  alterer  of  Law,  (as  they 
would  have  it  beleeved  )  that  he  fliould  defire  an  alteration  of 
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that  Ordinance  to  the  dammage  of  Canterbury :  nor  is  there  any 
other  LaVt  capable  of  alteration,  (as  we  conceivej  whereby 
Strafords  Prefident  might  hurt  him  :  But  when  that  Ordinance 
was  made,  the  Authors  of  it  had  refpect  only  unto  themfelves, 
for  intending  then  to  go  in  thofe  waves,  for  which  they  had  con- 
demned Strafford,  they  did  wifely  provide  that  his  Trefident 
fhould  not  be  in  force  in  after-times  againft  themfelves :  Nor 
(indeed  J  did  they  then  know,  they  fliould  need  to  make  any 
life  of  Strafords  Treftdent  againft  Canterk  or  againft  any  other  of 
the  Confpirators,  which  they  talk  of :  the  mens  heads  were  full 
of  bufinefle,  they  could  not  fore-fee,  or  fore-think  of  all  things  at 
once  :  nor  did  they  remember  things  paft,  when  this  particular 
pafiTage  was  written,  and  authorized  to  be  publifhed;  but  it  makes 
for  my  purpofe ,  and  helps  me  well,  to  evidence  to  the  world, 
what  good  Hearts  they  beare  unto  their  Soveraigne  :  And 
what  ftrong  Arguments  they  have  to  prove  him  to  be  an  sAlterer 
ef  Law. 

But  the  main  thing  we  learn  from  thofe  their  words,  is  this, 
( though  Hatred  will  not  let  them  fpeak  it  in  modeft  termes : ) 
when  the  King  perceived  by  their  proceedings  with  Straford, 
what  the  Courfe  was  which  they  would  take  with  Canterbury, 
and  the  reft,  (whom  malice  and  faction  would  make  Delin- 
quents,) and  obferved  their  defigne,  to  have  him  to  concurre 
with  themfelves,  in  condemning  the  Righteous,  which  he  found 
his  Conference  would  never  digeft  :  for  it  (being  of  a  more  Di- 
vine and  tender  temper  then  theirs,)  was  fmitten  with  fad  re- 
morfe,  for  what  was  already  done,  (though  fore  againft  his  will,) 
and  fearing,  if  he  walked  any  longer,  (though  by  enforcement,) 
in  thofe  their  Councils,  Gods  wrath  might  fall  down  more  hea- 
vily yet  upon  him,  and  his  three  Kingdomes :  He  therefore  remo- 
ved himfelf,  from  their  Afembly  :  this  is  the  thing  which  they  in- 
timate unto  us.  And  here  let  us  with  Reverence  and  admiration 
obferve  the  nafld  of  the  Almighty  God,  over-iuling  the  tongues 
and  pens  of  thefe  men ;  they  had  formerly  taxed  the  King  for 
leaving  and  abborring  (as  they  were  pleafed  to  fpeake)  his  feat  in 
Parliament,  which  they  fuggefted,  he  did  on  purpofe,  tojpeakg  de- 
ftrutlion  to  his  people :  but  here,  unawares  (it  feemes)  unto  them- 
felves, God  makes  them  declare  the  true  reafon  of  his  departure 
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-fafetj  and  Honour  ft  ill  if  poffible,  that  he  might  not  imbrew  his 
hands  in  the  bloud  of  innocent  and  Loy a  11  Sub jecls,  againft  Law 
and  Confcience:  yea  furely,  left  the  reft  of  that  guilt  of  bloud 
which  he  faw  was  likely  to  be  fpilt,  fliould  be  charged  upon  the 
Head  of  him,  and  his  polterity  :  He  withdrew  himfelfe from 
their  fociety,  and  did  for  the  prefent,  even  abhorre  to  beamongft 
them  :  When  God  pleafeth  (  we  fee  )  he  can  make  men  fpeak 
truth,  whether  they  will  or  no* 

And  truly  let  any  man  who  hath  Confcience  judge  in  the  mat- 
ter, whether  the  King  did  not  do  prudently,  and  confeientioufly 
in  his  forfaking  them,  when  he  perceived  their  purpofe  and  refo- 
lution  was,  to  have  him  fit  there  amongft  them,  onely  with  a 
Feed  or  Pen  in  his  Hand,  to  fignc  and  own,  as  his  <±Acl  and  Deed, 
whatever  they  alone  fhould  vouchfafe  to  do ;  that  fo  they  might 
caft  the  blame  and  C^V/wofail  their  Injuftice,  afterwards  upon 
him;  which  is  moft  apparent  they  would  have  done,  if  he  had 
Rayed  ;  for  being  by  his  departure,  fruftrate  of  fuch  their  inten- 
tions, they  feem  to  caft  it  all  upon  the  people ,  by  thofe  words,  if 
xo  rejiftance  be  tifedy  Straffbrds  Prefident,  will  caft  Canterbury,  and 
Canterburies  all  the  reft  of  the  Confpiratonrs,  andfo  the  people  Will 
make  good  their  ancient  freedome  ft  ill :  As  if  the  people  of  their 
own  accords,  without  being  requefted  thereunto,  or  follicited  by 
others ;  for  the  upholding  and  making  good  fome  Ancient 
Triviledge ,  which  they  formerly  had  enjoyed,  and  now 
(if  the  King  were  able  to  make  refiftance)  were  in  danger  to  be 
deprived  of:  Had  defired  that  thofe  men,  (Strafford  aud  Can- 
terbury )  fhould  be  put  to  death,  onely  by  their  fttes  and  not 
by  Law. 

Indeed  I  read  that  in  Heathen  Rome,  the  People  had  fuch  a 
'  Cvftome,  to  voice  men  to  death ;  (and  fuch  men  they  fhould  com- 
monly be,  as  had  done  the  Common-wealth  beft  fervice,)  and 
from  the  Cuftome  perhaps  it  was,  that  Pilat  a  Komane  Magi- 
ftrate,  did  permit  the  people  of  the  fewes,  (againft  all  Law  and 
right ;  to  voice  Chrift  to  be  crucified  t  But  I  aever  heard  that  the 
people  of  England  were  wont  to  do  fo  in  any  age,  till  this  new 
Arbitrary  Government's  fet  up:  And  we  bcleeve  it  will  be  eali- 
er  for  thefe  Libellers,  to  make  the  people,  (as  tire  world  now 
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goes  With  many  of  them)  Pagans  and  fewes  infuch  defires,  then 
to  prove  that  any  fuch  Cuftome  did  ever  yet  hitherto  belong 
unto  them ;  nor  will  it  availe  much  to  the  peoples  comforts  at 
the  great  day,  or  to  their  own  fecurities  in  the  mean  while,  if  now 
they  (hould  purchafe  any  fuch  <Friviledge. 

But  I  leave  the  People  to  confider  of  this  matter  themfelves , 
and  returne  to  thefe  King-accnfers ;  who  have  themfelves  well 
anfwered  their  own  accufation  againft  their  Soveraigne,  and  de- 
clared the  true  Reafonofhis  leaving  his  Seat  at  Weftmwfter  ;  to 
which  they  might  have  added  another,  vi<.  Gods  calling  him  from 
thence,  both  by  his  Word  and  Providence. 
Pioy.  i.xo.  ii  "By  his  Word,  which  a  King^s  well  as  another  man,  is  bound 
to  obferve,  and  give  heed  unto  :  My  Sonne,  if  firmer s  entice  thee, 
confent  than  not  :if  they  fay  Jet  tu  lay  vraitfor  bloudjet  us  I arke  privi- 
ly for  the  innocent  without  caufe.efrc.  My  forme,  walke  not  thou  m  the 
way  with  them:  refruine  thy  foot  f  om  their  path,  for  their  feet  run  to 
evilly  and  make  hafte  to  flied blond. 

T$y  his  Providence,  in  his  permitting  the  tumultuous  people 
to  rife  againft  him,  and  to  force  him  from  thence,  Confule  provi- 
dentiam  Dei,  cum  verbo  Dei,  (fayes  one)  and  when  with  the  Word, 
Providence  concurs,  there  is  doubtlefs  a  fpeciall  call  from  heaven. 

But  the  King  having  thefe  grounds  of  withdrawing  himfclfe, 
fome  may  wonder  why  in  that  former  place,  they  fo  heavily 
charge  him,  to  have  Walked  to  the  ruine  of  has  three  Kingdomes,  by 
abhorring  his  Seat  and  CowiceU :  as  if  his  leaving  that  were  the  fole 
caufe  of  all  our  woe. 

I  anfwer,  in  a  word,  Their  reafon,  I  conceive,  is,  becaufe  the 
King  being  of  afoft  and  tender  confeience,  is  unwilling  to  beare 
the  guilt,  therefore  he  (hall  (whether  he  will  or  no,  if  they  can 
help  him  to  it)  beare  all the  blame;  being  unchargeable  of  reall 
evils,  he  (hall  be  burdened  with  imaginary ;  the  Devillandhis 
Members  defirc  no  greater  advantage  againft  thofe  they  hate, 
then  to  fee  them  meekly  fcrupulous ;  nor  doe  they  pleafe  them- 
felves better  in  any  thing,  then  in  loading  with  {landers,  and  tor- 
menting the  righteous,  when  they  fee  them  to  be  in  an  afflicted 
condition.  Shimei  curled  hi*  Sov^caignc,  and  fc%  called  him 
A  bloudy  man,  and  die  defcrojer  of  Sauls  houfe,  becaufe  nc  faw  him 
in  a  km  condition  ;  So  Acfc  men  fcncie  thi?y  may  fay  any  evill 
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againft  thetr  King,  becaufe  he  is  in  an  afflicled condition ;  they  may 
fpeak  to  his  farther  grief >,  becaufe  he  is  already  grieved.  But  as  Da- 
vid  in  that  place  fayes,  fo  fay  we,  /r  may  be  the  Lord  will  lookup** 
the  afflittion  of  his  'minted,  and  will  rttjmte  totdthe  feoner  to  him, 
evert  for  thefe  their  acrurfed  andfalfe  fcandds  of  him*  And  O  out 
God,  our  eyes  arc  towards  thee,  we  will  waite  for  thy  fal* 
nation. 

And  thus  I  hope,  I  have  now  made  it  apparent,  that  there  is 
as  little  of  Ferity,  as  there  is  of  Piety,  in  that  reproachfnli  Charge, 
which  thefe  ill  difpofed  Libellers,  thefe  Martin  Marchings  hare 
caft  upon  their  Soveraigne  j  now  we  fliall  obferve  how  they  pro- 
ceed. They  addrefs  their  fpeech  to  the  Reader  in  general!,  whom 
they  fuppofe  to  be  either  a  friend  Or  an  Enemy  to  therr  caufe, 
and  fay, 

If  thou  art  well  afetted  to  the  Caufe  of  Liberty  and  Religior^hich  Libcli. 
the  two  Parliaments  of  England  and  Scotland  now  maintawyigriifi 
a  Combination  of  all  the  Papifts  in  Europe  almofl ,ejpeciaHy  the  bloudj 
Tigres  of  Ireland,  and feme  of  the  Trelaticall  Court  Fatlion  in  Eng- 
land, thou  rrilt  be  abundantly  fatisfied  whh  thefe  Letters  here  Prin- 
ted, and  take  notice  hoVp  the  Court  hath  been  Capld  by  the  Papifis, 
and  tve  the  more  beleeving  Troteftants  by  the  Court . 


SB  C  T.  VII. 

t.  What  that  Liberty  is  5  which  the  pretended  Parlia- 
ment doe  maintains  2.  ^And  what  that  Religion 
may  be.,  which  they  are  about  to  fetup  :  Reafons  tofher* 
it  may  haply  he  the  Popijh^  or  per  adventure  the  Turkifh. 
3.  Six  Arguments  to  prove  ^  it  cmmtbetheChriftian 
Protejlant. 

T He  Reader  may  be  wetd/fcScd  to  that  Reformed  Religion, 
which  Gods  holy  and  pure  Word  teacheth ,  which  the 
Church  of  England  this  fourfcore  yearcs  laft  paft  hath  ptilikly 
profefled;  and  to  that  Liberty  which  Chriftianity  alloweth, 
which  the  Sabjefts  of  this  Land  above  any  other  in  the  World, 
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moft  happily  have  enjoyed  under  their  Soveraigne  Princes ;  and 
which  the  Parliaments  of  this  Kingdome  ( before  this )  have  con- 
curred in  the  eftablifhing  of ;  and  yet  noway  affected  to  that 
cattfeof  Libert j  and  Religion,  which  thefe  men  fpeake  of:  Nay, 
if  the  Reader  may  judge  of  Liberty  and  Rcligiox,  by  its  fruits, 
(according  to  Chrilts  Rule )  He  being  a  Chriftian,  mud  needs 
loath  their  Liberty,  and  being  a  Proteftant,  muft  needs  hate  their 
Religion* 

For  (firft)  'what  is  that  Liberty  which  they  maintains?  If  the 
uncontroubd  practice  of  thofc  that  be  obfequious  to  them  ;  c  r 
if  their  own  zAils  and  Ordinances  may  fpeak ;  it  is  fuch  a  Liberty 
usTurks  exercife  over  Chriltians ;  or  as  Qanni'-alls  in  theWe- 
tlern  World  exercife  over  their  fellow-Heathens ;  or  as  Beafts 
of  prey  doe  practice  upon  inferiour  Creatures.    A  Liberty  which 
only  the  ftrong  can  enjoy,  but  the  weak  and  feeble  are  the  worfe 
for.   A  Liberty  which  Lyons,  Wolves,  and  Kites  may  thrive  up- 
on, but  Lambes,  Kids,  and  Doves  will  be  undone  by.  A  Liberty 
for  them  that  have  Might  and  Power,  to  take  away  their  neigh- 
bours goods  by  Sea  and  Land.  A  Liberty  to  Kill,  Slay,  and  de- 
firoy  (Cain-likz)  their  owne  Brethren,  whom  they  hate  ;  or  that 
*  See  the  look-  be  not  of  their  opinion.  A  Liberty  to  doe  as  *  Enoch  ap  Evan 
ing-glafle  of    did  without  danger  of  Hanging.  A  Liberty  to  Steal  3  a  Liberty 
Schiime.bvthat  to  Lye  ;  a  Liberty  to  Slandtr  and  Raile  upon  their  Betters.  A 

Icr^fChrift1"  LiheflJ  which  theDevil1  Iiketh  above  aI1  thinSs-  A  Liberty  to 
IB*  peter  Stud-  brcak  Oath  of  Ailegeance,  and  all  Gods  Commandements, 
ley/  (fothey  obfervethe  Ordinances  of  Parliament.;  A  Liberty  to 

be  of  any  Religion,  fave  only  of  the  True.  A  Liberty  for  the 
Child  to  Rebell  againft  the  Parent,  the  Servant  againft  his  Lord, 
and  for  the  Bafe  to  rife  againft  the  Honourable.  A  Liberty  to 
fhake.ofFthe  Yoke  of  Subjection  and  Obedience  to  their  Sove- 
raigne. A  Liberty  to  take  from  Him,  what  God  hath  given  Him, 
Authority,  Power,  Wealth,  and  Honour.  K  Liberty  to  mock 
Him,  to  fcorne  at  Him  in  His  AfTiidion,  to  write  Libells  againft 
Him,  to  hunt  Him  up  and  down  His  Kingdorrres,  like  a  Partridge 
upon  the  Mountaines ;  to  murder  Him  if  they  can.  A  Liberty  to 
Votevwiy  mensEftatcs,  and  to  voice  away  the  Jives  of  their  fel- 
low-Subjects,  when  there  is  no  Law  to  condemne  them.  In  a 
word,  a  Liberty  for  every  man,  to  doe  what  is  right  in  his  owne 
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ryes,  or  as  himfelfe  lufteth,  provided  that  He  will  take  part  with 
the  Parliament,  (as  they  call  it)  againft  thofe  whom  they  pleafe 
to  judge  their  Enemies;  we  doe  not  fay,  that  all  particulars 
that  be  on  that  fide,  doe  ad  all  and  every  of  thefe  things,  but 
they  may,  if  they  have'power,  and  a  will  thereto,  for  they  have 
Liberty  as  well  as  the  reft  of  their  faction,  f  who  are  already  the 
Servants  of  Corruption)  this  is  that  c.iufe  of  Liberty  which  they 
maintaine. 

Now  (in  the  fecond  place/  for  their  Religion,  what  is  that  ? 
Truly  we  cannot  tell,  unlcfTe  we  fay  of  ir,  as  was  wont  to  be  fpo- 
ken  of  that  of  the  Tapifts  in  the  Prayer,  on  the  fift  of  November 
Their  Religion  us  Rebellion,  their  Faith  Faftion*  and  their  'Praftice 
Murdering  of  Souks  and  "Bodies.  For  lince  they  have  pulled 
downe,  and  difcountenanced  the  Rtl.gion  of  Jefus  Chrift  efta- 
bliiiSed  amongft  us.(which  was  a  Religion  of  Peace,Patierice,Obe- 
dience,  Lovej  they  have  not  given  us  a  plat-forme  of  any,  that 
we  might  know  what  Faith  they  fight  for ;  what  Religion  in  par- 
ticular it  is  which  they  maintaine  j  we  confefle  we  are  yet  to  leek 
what  tisthey  aime  at :  fometime  we  fee  occafion  to  think  tis 
the  Pepifi  Rdigion  which  they  are  fettingup;  fometime,  that 
tisthe  Turkish;  we  cannot  imagine  that  it  can  be  the  Chrifti- 
an  Troteflant  Religion,  for  that  is  it  which  they  only  labour  to 
deftroy. 

When  wcobferve  how  they  deny  the  Kings  Srtpremay,  not 
only  in  Spirituals  j  but  alfo  in  Temporalis  ;  How  they  take 
upon  them  to  abfolve  from  the  Oath  of  Allege  ance  ;  to  loofen 
Subje&s  from  their  Loyalty,to  raife  Rebellions ;  How  they  allow 
of  King-flandring,Kirg.hunting,  King-killing ;  How  they  m.zkc 
Cods  Commandements  of  none  ejfeel  by  their  traditions  and  Ordi- 
nances, preferring  thefe  before  the  precepts  of  Chrift,0in  their 
inflicting  greater  penalties  for  the  not  obferving  them":  How 
they  challenge  infallibility  unto  themfelves,  requiring  faith  and 
Obedience  to  their  dictates  and  judgements  >  the  people  muft 
belceve  as  the  T/trliament  fudgeth,  they  muft  hold  the  opinion  of 
not  Erring,  and  of  the  neceflary  afliftance  of  God*  Spirit  in  the 
Parliament  Committees^  as  the  Romanics  conceive  to  be  in  their 
PafuU  Confiftories :  They  muft  fancy  in  them  a  like  unlimited 
Authority,  todifpenfc  with  Gods  La we$  againft  theft,  murder, 
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oppreflion,  and  the  like,  as  fortie  "Papiflj  doe,  to  be  in  the  T ope  ; 
\  and  as  what  is  done  by  his  Command,  fo  what  is  done  by  theirs, 
muft  be  beleeved  to  be  done  by  Gods.  As  he  will  be  accounted 
Gods  Lieutenant,  fo  will  they,  by  a  Commiflion  of  their  ownc 
making  ;  as  what  is  done,  for  the  advantage  of  his  See,  fo  what  is 
for  the  furthering  of  their  defignes,  mnft  be  apprehended  to  be 
done  for  the  upholding  of  Chrift ;  and  as  tis  taught  by  fome  of 
the  Popijh  Clergy,  that  whoever  is  out  of  Tapall  Obedience  muft 
undoubtedly  pertfh ;  fo  hath  it  been  Preached  by  fome  of  the 
Parliament  Minifters,  that  whoever  u  not  under  the  Obedience  of 
Parliament,  u  a  Malignant,  And  in  fiate  of  Damnation, 

When  I  confider  of  thefe  and  fuch  like  particulars,  &  withall 
how  bold  they  are  with  the  Scriptures  of  God,  in  corrupting 
with  their  falfc  giofles  and  interpretations  a  U  mode  de  Rome, 
the  pure  text  and  Word  of  God,  forcing  it  to  fpeake  againft  it 
felfe,  in  furtherance  of  their  caufe.  How  Saint  Paul  him felfe  is 
in  danger  of  an  Inhex  Expurgatoriiu  from  them  alf©  :  how  he 
hath  been  cenfured  already,  for  his  fpcaking  fo  broadly  againlt 
the  finne  of  Rebellion;  to  fpeak  in  thofe  points  or  places •pother  as 
a  Politician, in  rejpetl  of  the  times  wherein  he  lived,  then  as  a  Divine: 
Confidering  alfo,  how  they  ftiun  difputes  with  us,  whom  they 
account  their  adverfaries,  (as  the  Papifts  were  wont  to  doe : ) 
How  they  inhibit  the  reading  of  our  Bookes :  How  they  com- 
mand the  fimple  people,  (who  are  their  Difciples )  not  to  joyne 
with  us  in  our  Prayers  to  God,  or  in  our  praifes  of  God,  yea, 
taking  an  Oath  of  forae  of  them  to  that  purpofe  :  no,  the  wift 
mull  not  pray  with  her  Husband,  nor  tke  Childe  with  his  "Parent ; 
if  the  Husband  or  Parent  doe  profefle  themfelves  for  the  King, 
and  for  the  ancient  eftablifhed  Church  of  England,  fas  we  arc 
able  to  grove  by  particular  Examples.)  In  a  word,  confidering 
how  they  purfue  us  with  ires  and  (landers;  how  they  imprifon 
us,  and  force  upon  our  Conferences,  ungodly  Covenants ;  How 
thty  perfecute  with  fire  and  fword,  all  that  be  not  of  their  opi- 
nion, ( as  the  Popijis  of  old  were  wont  to  doe.)  How  like  to 
the  proceedings  of the  Pofifi  Intfuifumn,  thefe  of  their  holy  Houfe 
are,  in  divert  particulars,  which  might  be  inftanced  in ;  when 
we  doe  confider  of  thefe,  and  many  foch  like  matters,  wherein 
they  imitate  thofe  of  Rom,  we  thiake  it  to  be  the  Kommt  Rtli- 
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gim  Which  they  mean  to  maifltaine ,  and  fet  up  amongfl  u*. 
Not  that  we  thinke  they  will  admit  of  the  Tope s  tAuthtriij,  fed 
they  intend  to  be  Pepa  themfelves :  is  HtHrj  the  8>  diftlai- 
med  the  <Popes  Supremacy,  but  retained  many  Points  of  his 
Religion,  fo  perhaps  will  they  doe  s  thefe  be  our  thoughts  fomc- 
times. 

But  then  againe,  we  fear  it  may  be  the  Turkifh  MfSgkm  which 
they  mean  to  advance,  when  We  confidef  what  correfpondency 
they  have  with  the  Tttrkts  in  diverfe  things,  W*.  How  they 
have  fold  and  made  money  of  Chriftian  men,  which  none  in 
Europe fave onely  Tnrkes  are  wont  to  doe:  How  it  hath  been 
propounded  among  fome  of  them,  to  fend  to  larger,  ahd  to 
fell  for  (laves  the  O^ejfeti^rs  ofjfeiut  C  &  *  t  s  f,  toge- 
ther with  others  of  their  Country-men  (Of  better  Condition  then 
thcmfelves)  whom  for  their  Religion  and  Confciencc  fake  they 
have  impi  ifoned.  How  themfelves  are  turned  to  be  robbers  and 
Pirats  like  thofe  of  *Argier,  making  all  their  owfy  which  by 
rapine  and  violence  they  can  get  from  Chriftiafts :  How  they 
have  fufrered  thofe  theeves  (their  Brethren)  to  fteale  away  Chri* 
ftian  Children,  from  thefc  ourCoafts,  While  themfelva  (poffef- 
fing  our  means  of  defcnce)have  ftood  ftill  looking  on,or  elfc  were 
bufie  in  the  interim^  in  taking  away  our  goods :  when  we  confider 
of  thefc  things ;  and  alfo  how  they  have  chofen  for  the  Propa- 
gation and  maintenance  of  their  new  Religion^  to  walke  rather  in 
the  way  of  LMahomet  then  of  Chrift,  we  conceive  that  they  in^ 
tend  rather  to  be  his  Servants.  For  Mafornet  did  fet  up  his  Re- 
ligion by  fraud  and  force  of  Armes,  by  the  fword  and  {hedding 
ofBkwd,  and  fodoe  thefe  endeavour  to  fet  up  theirs.  Mahomet 
layed  to  perpetuate  and  contfnue  his  Religion,  by  introducing 
of  ignorance,  by  deposition  of  Schooks  and  Univef  fities,  by  ba- 
nifhing  of  Learning ;  which  is  the  very  method  of  thefe  men 
whereas  the  way  of  Jelus  Chrtft,  (whom  the  Chriftians  worOiip 
and  obey)  was  clean  contrary :  And  the  Twkes  have  judged  of 
their  caufe  and  Religion  by  their  military  fuccefe,  they  thinke 
and  plead  it  to  be  the  beft,  becaufc  the  moft  profperous  i  fe 
tbefe  men  conclude  by  the  fame  rule,  that  their  caufe  is  the  better, 
becaufe  at  the  prefent,  tis  the  meift  faeceffcfolL  Thefc  be  our 
thoughts,  and  the  gromufcof  ottrfcaa  at  other  tiraes;  eoncer- 
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ning  the  Religion  which  thefe  new  Religion  makers  doe  intend  t* 
fet  up  and  maintain. 

But  what  ever  Religion  it  be,  which  they  (hall  chance  upon, 
we  conceive  tis  refolved  amongft  them,  it  (hall  not  be  the  Chrifti- 
an  Protefiant  Religion,  what  ever  their  outward  pf  etences  be,  for 
this  is  that,  which  they  labour  only  to  deftroy,  as  appeares  by  ma- 
ny particulars. 

i.  By  their  perfecting  and  abafing  the  King,  who  is  the 
chiefeft  Prince  in  the  World,  that  publikely  profetfeth  him felfe 
the  Defender  of  the  Protefiant  Faith :  and  who  hath  maintained 
it  in  the  greateft  tranquility  and  glory  that  ever  it  enjoyed  fince 
drifts  time ;  to  whofc  Bofome  all  Chriftian  Proteftants  in  £/*- 
rope  have  had  recourfe  for  relief  &  comfort,  in  dayes  of  darknefs 
and  Affliction :  This  Prince,  this  Man  of  Gods  right  Hand,  this 
Sua  and  Shield  of  diftrcfled  Chriftians ;  have  thefe  men  laboured 
to  obfeure  and  darken,  by  lyes,  (landers,  and  reproaches ;  to  wea- 
ken, and  difable,  by  taking  away  his  Authority,  Wealth,  and  Po- 
wer ;  to  depofe  and  murder,  by  hunting  of  him,  (hooting  at  him, 
and  Rebelling  againft  him  ;  to  the  end  he  might  never  more  be  a 
nurcing  Father  to  the  perfecuted  Flock  of  Jefus :  That  the  Sheep 
of  the  Lord ,   when  worryed  by  Wolves  in  other  Nations , 
might  fiye  no  more  unto  kirn  for  refuge ;  that  the  Lambes  of 
Chrift,  which  this  Church  under  his  Command  hath  brought 
forth  may  no  longer  enjoy  pafture  under  fo  fafe  and  fo  indulgent 
a  Keeper. 

2.  Bj  their  discountenancing,  Banijhing,  Imprifoning,  and  Mur- 
dering the  Fathers  and  Dotlors  of  the  Trotefiant  Chrifiian  Church, 
thofe  in  fpeciall,  who  have  been  the  chiefeft  pillers  and  uphol- 
ders of  its  glory  ;  and  ftrongeft  Champions  againft  Antichriftia- 
nity  in  their  Generations ;  whofe  Workes  and  labours  are  Fa- 
mous through  the  Chriftian  world;  and  whofe  Names  after- 
Ages  will  not  mention  without  Admiration  :  of  which  number 
are  the  thefe  moft  Reverend,  Grave  and  Learned  Prelates  and 
Doctors;  Doctor  Z.W,Arch-Bifhop  of  Ca  terburj,  and  Primate 
of  JEnglard.  Doctor  VJber,  Arch-Bifhop  of  ^Armagh,  and  Pri- 
mate of  Ireland.  Doctor  Z^^^Bifhop  of  Salisbury.  Do&or 
Morton,  Bifhop  of  Durham.  Doctor  Weftfeeld,  Biftiop  of  Bri- 
ftolL  Doctor       Biftiop  of  Norwich.  Doctor  Ward,  Profeflbur 
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of  Divinity  at  Cambridge,  Dr.  Dr.  Holdfwsrth,  and  many 

more  of  high  worth  and  learning,)  fome  of  whom  are  already 
murdered,  and  forced  out  of  Gods  vineyard  into  their  Graves, 
by  the  Cruelties,  Oppreflions,  and  unkindnefles  of  thefe  men  : 
Others  of  them  arc  now  in  perfecution  and  banifhment,  and  o- 
thers  in  Bondage  and  Prifon  for  the  Gofpell  of  Jefus ;  all  of  them 
in  fuch  a  low,  and  cufgracefull  Condition,  that  f unleffe  by  their 
patience  and  example  in  fiifferingsj  they  can  do  the  Saviour  of 
the  world  no  more  fervice. 

3.  Bj  their  ex pojing  to  contempt  and  beggery  all  that^ere  in  the 
Office  of  the  (JWiniftrj,  (thofe  onely  excepted  who  to  fatisfie  their 
lufts,  were  willing  to  make  fhipwracfc  of  a  good  Confcience,  and 
toApoftatize  from  the  Faith  received;  to  renounce  the  meek  and 
peaceable  Doctrine  of  the  Gofpell,  which  they  had  formerly 
taught;  and  to  preach  in  the  ftead  thereof,  Sedition,  Rebellion, 
War  and  Blond ;  ftirring  up  the  members  of  Chrift,  to  Killy  Stay, 
and  Dejlroy  each  other,  according  to  the  tenour  of  certain  bloudy 
and  Antichriftian  Ordinances : )  but  all  that  held  faft  to  the  Te- 
fiimony  offefus,  they  have  difgraced,  defamed,  filenced,  banifhed, 
and  beggered ;  -  Yea,  one  of  the  firft  things  they  fet  about,  at  the 
beginning  of  their  meeting,  was  to  make  Gods  Prophets,  the  [com 
of  the  Worla\  vile  and  contemptible  in  peoples  eyes,  that  what  e- 
ver  they  fhould  preach,might  not  be  beleeved  ;  which  they  indea- 
vourcd,  and  in  part  effected,  by  giving  publike  liberty,  to  all  that 
would,  to  bring  in  what  accufations  they  pleafed  againfl  them  ; 
which  were  received  and  beleeved,  without  proof,  though  the  in- 
former were  the  moft  ftinking  drunkard,  and  vileft  blafphemer, 
in  the  Countrey ;  and  the  Minifters,fome  of  the  moft  painfull  and 
confeiencious,  yea,  were  it  never  fo  evident,  that  malice  alone,fet 
the  tAccnfer  on  work,  to  revenge  himfclf,  upon  the  Minifter,  for 
his  indeavouring  to  reclaime  him  from  fome  (in ;  yet  ihould  the 
faid  tAccufer  be  openly  countenanced  and  encouraged,  by  fome 
ofthefhamclefle  members;  and  the  Meffenger  of  God  fcorned, 
fet  at  nought,  hi9  living  fequcftred,his  pcrfon  imprifoned,  his  wife 
and  children  turned  out  of  doores ,  and  all  that  he  had  taken 
from  him;  and  the  Honefter  the  man,  the  worfe  ufed  alwayes, 
for  by  his  known  honefty,  he  would  doe  Chrift  the  more  fervice 
(  if  let  alone,  )  and  their  caufc  the  more  dammage  :  and 
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tfcts  fafiBcteotfy  fp^Hcs  thqr  malice  againft  Chrifiian  Relief; 
Buc 

4.  It  appeases  further  by  the  endeavours  tffim  effhew,  to  take 
qwa}  all  certains  ay4  fettled  maintenance  from  the  Minifters  of 
Ghr.ifi  for  time  to  come,  that  they  might  not  have  hereafter, 
any  outward  encouragement  to  fet  up  his  Religion  againe  :  fudge 
Gcdke\n  the  Bif^iop  otwincheflers  cafe  out  of  Ecclefiafiicall^oty 
obferveth  welJ,  (and  thcfe  men  it  feemes  have  alfo  noted  the 
fame)  that  this  was  the  courfe  which  Julian  the,  zApoflate  took 
inWdaycs:  He  having  a  purpofe  (  as  thefe  have  J  to  mine  the 
profeflionof  Chriftianity  :  Vfed  not  the  fieord  as  Bipclefian  did^ 
(though  thefe  indeed,  to  make  the  wprk  more  fpe^edy,  doe  aft. 
hioclejian  tOo)but  he  topkjw.ay  the  means  of  the  Clergies  fubfiftanceK 
knowing  full  wt%#  tbah  if  maintenance,  once  failed,  the,  number  of 
Breachers  Would  not.  long  continue :  The  faid  Jvhan  alfo,  w©uld 
tell  the  Mhops  and  Paftors,  wjben  he  ftripped  them  of  all  they 
had,  that  in  fo  doing.  He  hadajpeaaflcare of 7  their  foul 'es  health,  be- 
caufe the  Gwjjte/l  commended,  Poverty  unto  them*  Such  like  flowts  at 
riie  Do&rine  of  Chrift,  doth  often  fall  from  lips  of  the  Apoftates 
of  thefe  days. 

5.  By  their  pulling  doy*n§  allChriftjan,  ydf?  and former  of  pub- 
lic^ !Vorfhip.and  Servife9  tendmg-to  decency  and  edification ;  by 
caftingdown,  defiling,  and  defaming  the  Houfes  of  God,  turning 
many  of  them  into  Staples,  Slaught;erhoufes,  Prifonsand  Jakes ; 
they  have  made  dofe-ftooles  of  Fonts  and  Pulpits,  and  done 
a*  bad  to  Communion  Tables  ;  they  have  rent  hply  If if/le  in 
pieces,  fcorned  at  the  Sacraments ,  Baptized  Hprfcs ,  robbed 
Churches  of  Sacramei&ajl.  yjgnfiis,  as  Plate,  Linnen ;  calling  ic 
Idolatrous  and  SupeiftitiioijSj  becaufe  it  had  been  only  ufed  in 
Chrifts  fervice :  na^  tjiq  ppore  innocent  Bells,  becaufe  they  have 
been  the  meanes  of  calling  people  together  to  Worfhip  God, 
and  to  adore  the  SavjQur  of,  tfei  W©rld ;  ipu(t  be  pulled  down 
and  turned  into  Guns,  that  they  may  be  another  while  Inftru- 
mcnts  of  deftru^iontQtheMerribersof  Jefus;  (thi^  indeed  (as 
Iread)  was  the  manner  oj*  t^e7^f/,when  they  tooJ^e  Conftanti- 
nople,  they  melted  the  BefeiMoOr^&nfes:)  In.a  word,what  ever 
cvill  or  impiety  the  Enemies  vy^S  wont  tp  fl&ideroin;  Church 
^ithali ;  thefe  men  have  afted,  ox  fuffcrcd  to  be  don^  by  thofe 
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vvhdm  the^  rnaintaihe:  infomuch  that  no*  thePrieftsof  fbfht 
fliall  fiat  fpeak  only  lyes  as  heretofore,  when  thejf  tell  the  people, 
Tk*t  m  England ,  thejabolifi  Church  Sacrament  s±  the  manes  of 
Satiation,  thej  either  raze 6r  rob  Chftr chit  tihertfoever  thej  come^^^^ 
and  make  Stables  of  them  •  rib*  f^j  will  neither  have  Temples  mr 
formt  of  Religion,  nor  doe  thej  ferve  God  anj  nay  ;  jefy  the  Ehglijh 
Nation  ti  'grownk  Jb  barbaroHi,  that  the)  are  very  CdnmbaUs,  and 
Hebdiere  trie  Another.  God  knowes,  my  Soul  abhorres  to  thinke, 
ffiuch  more  to  name  tfiofe  things  that  are  at&ed  &  dcrne  atfiongft 
fis,  nor  fhould  my  pen  be  fouled  with  Cht  tfierititm  oftherrr,  were 
they  not  vifible  to  fo  many  eyes,  and  did  n6t  neceffity  of  defen- 
dirig  impugned  Truth;  andanabufed  Cfmrch  reftraineme.  But 
I  wouSd  have"  ail  the  Ptfifts  tmdcrftandyffor  to  that  end^do  I  thus 
fpeak)  that  we,  who  are  of  the  true  Prdteftant  Chrifiian  Religion; 
do  abhor  and  loach  thefe  practices  as  much  as  any,  and1 2re  perfe- 
cted i6  death  by  them,  that  do  them,  for  oirr  diflikc  of  thenr. 

6.  Bjihtfrfuffreffidndnd  demolition  of  all  Monuments  dfChri- 
fiMiy,  thdt  there  might  be  ft  eh  nd more  tokens1  of  it  &  the  King- 
dom ;  as  if  th¥y  mteiWed,  that  no  man  fhould  be  able  hereafter 
to  fay,  this  Land  yvoi  once  Chrifiian :  Thfc  i'cvyflfilvali  ^W^when 
the  Birth,Death,Refurreffitott  &  Afeenfion  of  ourSaviour  is  com- 
memorated, &  which  (nexfc  the  Preaching  of  Gods  Word,and 
Adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments  J  have  been  the  moftfpeciall 
means  toconfirme  mens  faith  in  the  Hiftory  of  Chrift;  theft 
they  have  inhibited  and  forbidden,  as  if  they  hated  his  very  re- 
membrance; Gods' wifdome"  appointed  the  Feafi  of  Pajj cover, 
io  be  kept  as  an  Ordinance  for  ever  among  the  Jewes,  to  minde 
them  of  their  deliverance  from  \^Egjft}  and' to  bt  a  mean  to  af- 
'  fure  their  Children  in  after- Ages,  of the  truth  of  that  great  mer- 
cy: And  the  Church  conceiving  tiiat  6W  deliverance1  fromfinne 
arid  Sjfran^bythbffirtHi' Death,  Refurredion,  and  Afeenfion  of  Exod.  x*7  24- 
Chrilt,  to  be  as  a  great  a!de1iVferiaiice  afsttiat  other,  and  to  deferve  *5j 
as  well  to  be  remembred,  did  alfo  apprehend  that  way  or  ffitem 
to  be  the  beft,  to  convey  the  notice  of  it  to  Pofterity,  which  Gods 
owne  Wifdome  devifed  >  and  that  was  by  celebrating  sAmuall 
tep6nUs  in  memoriall  thereof :  but  thefe  men  (it  fcemes)  have 
refolved  to  the  contrary,  for  they  will  not  have  the  fame  kept 
any  longer  in  remembrance. 
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Nay,  that  miraculous  Thome  2XGlajfenbury>  which  was  wont 
tje  celebrate  the  Feftivall  of  Chrifts  Nativity,  by  putting  forth  its 
leaves  and  flowers,  was  cut  in  pieces  by  thefe  CWMtia  men,  that 
it  might  no  longer  Preach  unto  men,  the  Birth  day  of  their  Sa- 
viour. 

But  what  doe  I  fpeake  of  dayes,and  times,  and  teaching  Trees? 
the  very  Dotlrine  it  felfe;which  Chrift  himfelfe  taught  and  pra&i- 
fed,  mu  the  Dotlrine  of  "Peace,  Patience,  and  paffive  obedience 
unto  Princes,  is  reckoned  obfolete  and  ufelefle  by  thefe  men  :  it 
was  publickly  maintained  byacertaine  worthlefle  Member  at  a 
great  Committee  in  the  (fhecquer  Chamber,  that [uch  Dotlrines 
Were  out  of  date  in  thefe  day  es9  and  had  beenonelj  proper  to  former, 
times t  When  the  Church  Was  in  a  low  Condition^  and  under  the  Perfe- 
ction of  Heathen  Emperours. 

Nay,  thefe  men  would  not,  that  any  true  Chriftian  *Proteftant 
fhould  have  leave  to  live,to  relate  unto  pofterity  the  Doctrine  of 
his  Saviour,  as  feemeth  by  their  doings ;  their  third  for  Troteftant 
Bloud,  appeareth  to  befuch,  as  if  theydefired  that  all  of  that 
Profcffion  in  the  world,  had  but  one  Head,  thatfo  they  might 
cut  it  off  at  one  blow,  for  they  have  fhed  already  more  of  it, 
within  thefe  foure  yeares,  then  ever  was  (bed  in  Great  Brittaine 
fincethe  world  began;  and  that  for  no  other  caufe,  that  we  yet 
know  (for  they  never  durft  come  to  difputc  it  with  us)  then  for 
holding  to  the  Doctrine  of  drifts  Gofpell :  becaufe  we  will  not 
contrary  to  that,  lift  up  our  hands  with  them  againft  our  Sove- 
raigne.  By  thefe  particulars,  and  many  others  which  I  might 
alleadge,  it  is  evident  (what  ever  they  pretend  to  the  contrary) 
that  their  endeavours  are  to  deftroy  theChriftian  Proteftant Religi- 
on. Our  Saviour  doth  warrant  us  to  judge  of  men  by  their  fruits; 
wherefore  tis  no  marvaile  if  she  Reader  (being  a  true  'Proteftant 
Christian)  be  not  well  zticftcd  to  that  caufe  of  Liberty  and  Reli- 
gionfvhich  the  two  Parliaments  of  England  and  Scotland  do  feeme  to 
maintains 
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i#  Of  the  feigned  Combination  Again (t  the  Parliament. 
2.  Our  judgement  of  the  Papflsyand  of  their  afi fling  the 
King.  3.  Our  abhorment  of  the  Cruelties  of  thehifh, 
and  how  they  are  out-gone  by  the  Englifli  RebeUs.  4.  Our 
Opinion  of  the  Court  Fatfion^  of  what  flock  we  are.  5. 
How  the  Libellers  call  themfelves  the  more  beleeving 
fortoffeofle. 

BUt  the  Reafon  infinuated  (by  our  Subtile  Brethren)  why 
men  ftiould  be  affc&ed  to  that  their  caufc,  is  taken  from  the 
Consideration  of  the  Perfons  againft  whom  (as  they  fay)  tis  main- 
tained, viz.  againft  a  combination  of  all  the  Papifts  of  Europe  (al- 
jnoft)  e^ecially  the  bloudy  Tigres  of  Ireland,  and fome  of  the  Prelati- 
c all  and  Court  F allien  in  England. 

That  there  is  any  fuch  Combination^  (oppofed  by  the  two  Par- 
liaments,  of  England  and  Scotland)  as  thefe  men  mention,  is  more 
fperhaps)  then  the  Readers  have  heard  of  before,or  then  they  do 
yet  beleeve  upon  the  bare  affirmation  of  thefe  Relaters,  who  are 
but  men,  {&  all  men  are  Subjetl  to  Error.)  Indeed  we  have  heard 
of  a  moft  ungodly  and  unlawfull  AJfociation,  betwixt  thofe  whom 
they  call  the  two  Parliaments,  and  certaine  other  people  in  Eng- 
landand  Scotland:  The  tenour  of  which  is,  (if  I  rightly  appre- 
hend )  never  to  lay  downe  ostfrmes,  nor  toaimit  of  "Peace,  till  they 
have  accomplijhed  their  owne  ends  upon  the  King  andfcs  Friends^ 
andfatisfied  their  Lufts  upon  them.  ss4nd  to  defend  and  affi ft  with 
their  lives  and  fortune  s^ll  thofe  (whoever  they  be  without  excepti- 
on )that  fialljoyne  with  them  againft  the  King  &  his  Party.  So  that, 
be  they  PapiftSjTurkesJeweSjHeathens^tkeift.^Arrians,  Trijb  Ti- 
£rf/,Devills  of  Hell,  if  chey  do  but  joyne  with  them  againft  their 
King,  and  thofe  that  Honour  him  as  Gods  Annointcd  ;  for  this 
very  caufe  and  reafon,  they  have  bound  themfelves  by  Oath,  they 
hive  vowed  and  protefted  to  defend  and  maincaine  them,  with 
their  lives  anJfortunesyCven  till  deatb,and  never  to  forfake  them. 
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If  there  be  a  mare  generall  illegal!,  and  irreligious  Combination 
then  that  is,  ('which  any  others  have  encredintoj  thefe  rclatcrs 
fliould  have  done  well,  to  have  given  the  Reader  a  Copy  of  the 
fame  ;  who  otherwifc  rnufl  apprehend  them  in  thefe  their  words, 
to  be  only  at  their  okl  vomit  againe ;  Beeaufe  they  cannot  pofli- 
b\y  devife  more  enlj,  and  mifchiefe  to  Charge  tfpon  othefs,  then 
themfelvesdo  practice  againft  others,  therefore  they  ftill  impute 
unto  others,  their  own  iniquities,  or  elfe  their  guilty  Cofffefences 
makes  them  fancy,  that  they  fee  their  envft  pftftetes  in  other  iftcns 
faces. 

ButwefriBnotcWiittoobfiartrcChc  ingemdty  of  thefe  men, 
(though  it  be  but  a  little )  intimated  in  thofe  theif  t  wo  words  AU 
moft  and  Some-jhty  do  not  fay  all  the  Papijts  *»Z:#f afrfolutely, 
dc  all  the  freUtkall  Court faction  without  any  liflUfcasiony  have  en^ 
rred  meothi*  fancy©*  Combination  ;B»e  tilth*  tdftfij  in  Etttofe 
afnroft,  m&fome  of  the  Tre&trkatt  and  C<t*rtf<£ti*n  \  &  word 
abmft,  doth  exdfaidc  aft  the.  <Pap$*  that,  cither  are,  or  may  be 
under  the  Parlianacnt  Pag?r  audi  Sforvtes ;  and  the  word  Somei  may 
excufe  thofe  of  the  Prelaticall  or  Gtttrt  fbffim  that  hokf  intelli- 
gence wich  ttiofe  a*  VFefiminfter  ;  and  are  tb&*^&  like  complexion 
with  then?,  &1$mhkrsr  difobedtent,  unthantrfutly  treacherous, 
heacfy,  anihi^-mindled,  however  they  carry  thfemfelves  to* out- 
ward1 appearance:  Andicnaljiwebeleeve  that  if  thefe  tale-telfe, 
would  but  fpealrouc,  when  the  fit  of  ingenuity  isupon  them, 
they  would  confefleand  ad^owledge,i  that  if  any  Pafifi*  in  the 
worlds  any  of  die  Bltefyfiigersof  Irelandy  will  but  joynewith 
thofe,  whom  they  call  thetfao  Parliament*  againft  the  King  •  and 
that  little  flock^which  for  Confciencc  6ke  remain^  Loyall  to  him ; 
they  (hall  beacceptftd and  abfdved prdentty,  from  what  is  part, 
they  fhaMe  reckoned-  Papfis  no  more,  Bloudy  Tigfrsof  Ireland 
no  more,  but  all  good  men,  and  true  in  a  moment  ;  and'  have 
free  leave,  yea,anctmoncy  too,,  to ,aft  over  againe  their bloudy 
Tragediesi  here*  in  England*  Or  if  any  of  the  C Ppftion,  of 
what  Religion  or  converfation  foever,.  will  but  vouehwfe  to-be 
morcvilcand  wicked  then  ever  they  havebeen>  andbfc  hired  (as 
^«*was)ta  betraytherr  Maftcr,ot7  tiocendcr  up  to  his  Enemies, 
thofe  places  of  Defence romraittetb  totheirTrtifty  and  focomc 
offfrom  the  King  to  their  Parliament  fide*  thcjvftull  be  wel- 
come 
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come,  and  Voted  good,  all  upon  the  fuddaine :  Truly  we  never 
heard  of  any  yet,  that  had  the  Confciencc  to  aft  the  part  of  a 
Trakour,  or  of  a  villaine  againft  God,  his  Prince,  and  Country, 
but  hath  been  accepted  by  them  :  and  (as  was  faid )  we  belecve 
if  our  fubtile  and  fujpe&ed  Brethren  would  but  fpeake  out,  when 
the  moode  of  ingenuity  is  upon  them,  they  would  confcfle  as 
much. 

ButtheReafon  (as  we  conceive)  why  they  yoke  Tapifts,  Irifk 
Tigers,  and  the  Court  Fatlion  thus  together,  and  aifirme  them  to 
be  entred  into  a  Combination^  this:  Becaufe  they  would,that  the 
common  people  {foould  have  an  equall  odious  efteem,  of  each  of 
thefe  three  forts-;  whom  tbey  would  alfofhould  be  apprehended, 
to  be  the  onely  pcrfons  that  majntaineand  uphold  the  King,  and 
whom  the  King  doth  only  refpeft  and  adhere  unto  j  &  therefore 
they  would  that  we  (unto  whom  they  direct  their  fpeech )  ftiould 
decline  him  and  his  Caufe,  andjoyne-  witltthemfelves  and  their 
faction,  againft  Him,  that)  acid  them* 

In  Anfwer  to  which  I  {Kail  only  declare  in  a  word  y  what 
our  judgements  and  opinions  are,  of  each  of  thefe  three  forts  of 
people. 

Concerning  ^api^s,  we  (the  Perfecuted and Loyal  1  Pre*- 
fceftants  of  this  KingdomeJ  doe  more  abjure  their  Religion  then 
thefe;  men  do,  that  fpeak  fo  bitterly  againll  diem  -  though  we  do 
not  think  it  lawfull  to  enter  into  a  Combination,  to  root  chem  om 
of  the  Earth  by  fhedding  of  their  Bibuct ;  (no  though  they  ihould 
enter,  into  fuch  a  one  to  deftroy  i*  )r  for  we  have  no  war- 
rant in  the  Go4j>eH  fo  to  doe.  Tis  the  Word  of  God  that  m 
ordained  to  fopprefle  falfe  Religions,  and  not  the  Sword  of  Afan- 
Fife,  Sword,  and  Eiftolls  are  the  Weapons  of  Antichrift,  and  not* 
ofChrift; 

And  ( becaufe  of  their  Religion )  we  are  heartily  forty,  tftar 
there  are  any  Papifts  in  the  Kings  Armies,  for  that  fcandali  which 
ignorant  people  take  by  them,  (through  the  pervcrfe  foggeftion* 
of  the  crafty  Adverfary )  who  from  hence,  take  occafion  to  keep 
their,  affeftions  cnftratiged  from  their  Soveraigne*  Not-,  that 
hereby  any  fcandali  is  juftly  given  by  Hts-Maj'efty,  for  we  hold  it 
not  on\y  Lawful  for  him  to  makeufe  ofthofeof  thatRfeligion,m3C 
itfsineceflhrj,  yea,  it  would  be  a  finne  agaifrfH3odj  if  beiflgaifcul- 
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ted  byTheeves  and  Rebells,  he  lliould  not  ufe  themeanesfor 
his  own  Prefervation,  and  impioy  for  his  own  defencc,aii  thefe 
whom  God  hath  fubmitted  under  his  Government  for  that  par- 
pofe  ;  there  is  no  man,  if  he  fhould  be  aflaultcd  by  Robbers  and 
Murderers,  but  would  make  ufe  of  the  aide  of  a  Tttrke  to  fave 
his  life.  Yea,  thefevery  men  them  felves  (we  fee)  can  hire 
pifis  from  other  Countryes,  to  help  them  to  deftroy  their  Sove- 
raigne;  and  is  it  not  meet  and  reafonable  that  the  King  (hould 
permit  "Papifis,  his  owne  Subjects,  to  help  to  preferve  him  from 
fiich  their  violence  ?  Indeed  we  are  afhamed  and  blufli,  that  (Pa- 
pifis  fliould  out-goe  any  that  beare  the  name  otProteftants  in  duty 
and  obedience  to  their  King ;  that  any  whom  this  Church  hath 
bredjfhould  fo  defert  theirSoveraign  in  his  danger(who  hath  pro- 
tected them  in  theirs)  as  that  he  ihould  need  the  help  of  Papifts : 
Sorry  we  are  at  the  heart,  that  this  occafion  is  given,  to  have 
any  of  another  Religion  to  defend  the  Defender  of  our  Faith, 
againft  the  bafenefle  and  violence  ofthofe  perfons,  whom  he 
hath  defended  in  the  profeffion  thereof :  but  more  of  this  here- 
after. 

2.  Concerning  the  BloudyTigres  of  Ireland,  we  doeabhorre 
their  Cruelties ,  and  beleeve  that  their  damnation  (leepeth  not,  but 
fhallin  Gods  due  time  over-take  and  over-whelme  them :  But 
we  mud  adde  farther,  that  the  Tigres  of  England  ( even  many  of 
thofe  whom  they  call  the  Parliament  fide )  have  been  full  as 
Blond) ;  nay,  more  Bloudy  and  bafe  then  thofe  of  Ireland,  who 
have  perfecuted  with  fire  andfword,  from  among  them,  thofe 
only  that  were  of  a  differing  Religion  and  Nation,  unto  thcm- 
felves;  but  thefe  here,  have  handled  them  of  their  own  Country 
and  Religion,  after  the  fame  manner ;  never  any  Tygres  fo  thir- 
fted  after  the  Bloud  of  their  neareft  kindred  and  beft  friends 
as  thefe  in  Englandhwc  done ;  nor  can  any  villany  be  named,that 
was  acted  by  them  in  that  Kingdome,  which  hath  not  been  done 
and  out-done  by  thofe  in  this ;  thefe  alfo  have  raifed  a  Rebellion 
againli  their  Sovcraigne,  and  in  purfuance  thereof,  have  kiftedy 
fiaine,  and  dejlroyed,  men,  women,  and  children  in  fome  places 
where  they  have  come;  thefe  alfo  have  ftripped  people  of  both 
Sexes  naked,  and  then  lhut  them  up  in  Churches  together,  or 
other  places,  and  afterward  have  come,  and  in  a  barbarous  and 
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beaftly  maner,  have  whipped  and  fcourged  them  ;  thefe  alfo  have 
rolled  Chriftians  at  the  fire,and  burnt  them  by  piece-meales,their 
toes  from  their  feet,  and  their  fingers  from  their  hands,  ftriking 
tip  halfe  a  dozen  Drums  in  the  meane  time,  that  the  ftirecks  and 
cryes  of  the  tormented,  might  not  be  heard,  to  move  pitty  in 
any  towards  them  ;  (which  was  the  cuftome  of  them  in  old  time 
that  Sacrificed  Children  unto  Moloske)  was  it  ever  heard,  that 
the  Tigres  of Ireland,  or  the  Spaniards  in  the  Indies  did  ever  acl 
any  men  Cruelties,  upon  them  of  their  owne  Faith  and  Nation  > 
Indeed  modefty  reftraincs  from  expreffing  all  their  doings :  and 
did  I  delight  to  make  men  odious,  as  well  as  finne  ;  I  could  name 
thePerfons,  by  whofc  Command  and  Authority,  fome  of  thefe 
things  have  been  Acted,  and  the  places  where  they  have  been 
done.  And  confident  I  am,  if  Maftcr  Fox  were  now  alive,  to 
fearch  into  all  the  places  where  thefe  ^Parliament  Tigres  have 
come  ,  and  to  write  their  doings ;  the  volume  would  be  three 
times  as  big  as  his  former,  and  repleat  with  as  Savage  Actions, 
as  ever  yet  were  recorded  by  the  Pen  of  Man  :  Onely  this  I  muft 
fay  further,  I  have  not  heard  that  the  Tigres  of  Ireland,  have 
fhewn  fo  much  immediate  fpight  againft  God  and  Chrift,  in  de- 
molishing all  markes  of  Christianity,  in  deftroying,  polluting,  and  . 
defiling  the  Temples  of  Gods  Worfhip,  as  thefe  of  England  hive 
done:  tis  true,  we  hear  that  fince  they  have  got  our  Churches 
into  their  poffeflions,  they  have  in  their  fuperftitious  way,  con- 
fecrated  them  anew :  And  truely,  had  our  Tigres  of  England 
been  there,  and  ufed  the  Churches  of  that  Kingdome,  as  they 
have  done  them  in  this ;  there  had  been  great  need  of  a  new 
Confecration.  Wherefore  (concluding  this  particular^)  I  will  on- 
ly fpeak  to  thefe  men,  ( who  have  thus  mentioned  the  Tigres  of 
Ireland)  as  our  Saviour  in  the  Gofpell  did  to  fome  of  like  Con- 
ditions. Ion  Hypocrites,  canjou  fee  Tigrelj  doings  in  jour  Brethren 
of  Ireland?  And  can  you  not  difcern  thefe  more  Tigrely  and  blou- 
dy  A&ions  which  are  committed  by  your  felves  ?  Amend  firft  for 
fliame  your  own  doings,  and  then  you  may  fpeak  with  more  cre- 
dit againft  the  Evills  of  others. 

Concerning  the  third  fort,  viz.  thofe  fome  of  the  Prelaticall 
and  Court  Facliox  in  England,  which  thete  men  cry  out  alfo  up- 
on, to  be  of  the  Ctmbwatm,  we  doe  confefle,  there  hath  been, 
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and  perhaps  (till  are  fome  about  the  Court,  or  that  have  too  near 
a  relation  to  it,  whom  we  doe  diflike  as  much,  and  more  too, 
then  thefe  men  doe,  and  we  have  reafon  for  it,  they  are  fuch  as 
neither  ferve  God  nor  the  King,  fo  faithfully  as  they  ought  to 
doe,  but  arc  either  fecret  penfioners  unto  his  enemies,  purfuing 
their  ends,  (notwithftanding  their  pretendings  and  engagements 
to  His  Majcfty)  or  elfe  they  are  fUves  to  their  owne  proper  lufts, 
making  provifions  only,  for  their  owne  Flefti  and  Belly  -  ^not- 
withftanding Gods  wrath  upon  the  Kisgdome :)  and  from  thefe 
is  the  fpeciall  caufe  that  the  Kings  affaires  goe  on  fo  badly  as 
they  doe :  thefe  be  the  men,  who  by  their  Power  and  Autho- 
rity have  countenanced  and  advanced  the  vile,  even  to  abufe, 
fpoile,  and  diftieaiten  the  good  :  left  the  Luftre  of  inferiours 
merits,  fhould  difcover  the  worthlefnefTe  of  thofe  chat  are 
in  place  above  them  ;  and  give  too  happy  a  progrefle  to 
His  Majefties  butinefl'c.  Of  which  fort  are  they,  who  when  by 
their  Treacheries,  Indifcretions,  Negligences,  or  ill  Governed 
behaviours,  Townes  and  Countrys  are  loft,  good  undertakings 
nulled  or  made  fruftrate,  can  very  unreverendly,  and  undutifully 
lay  the  fault  upon  the  Kings  ill  fortune ;  yea,  and  tax  His  Ma- 
jefty  of  this  or  that ;  fo  making  his  Candour  the  Napkin  fas 
it  were)  to  wipe  the  filth  from  their  own  Nofes.  Thefe  men 
( we  would  that  all  the  world  fhould  know )  we  do  di£ 
like,  and  perfectly  abhorre,  for  fuch  their  workes  fake,  even 
as  we  doe  the  Irifk  Tigres^  or  the  CMen  of  Weftminfter  them- 
felves. 

But  we  do  bekeye,  and  know,  that  (befides  thefe)  the  King 
hath  a  Company  belonging  to  him,  both  of  the  Mobility  ,  of  the 
Gentry,  and  of  the  Clergy,  (our  fubtile  Brethren  may  call  them 
a  faction  if  they  will,  or  even  what  elfe  they  pleafe)  that  are 
loth  truly  Religious,  and  truly  Loyall,  that  have  facrificed 
their  fortunes,  and  are  every  one  ready  to  facrifice  their  lives 
too,  in  defence  of  their  holy  ^roteftant  Religion>  and  of  their 
King  and  Country ,  that  do  truly  mourn  for  the  miferies  of 
this  Church  and  State;  yea,  many  of  them  ftand  like  Marj 
andfahn,  (as  being  able  perhaps  to  do  little  elfe)  looking  with 
watery  eyes  Upon  their  innocent  and  righteous  Soveraigne ; 
whom  they  behold  in  their  Saviours  Condition*  Crucified  between 

Theeves 
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Thtcves  on  both  fides.  And  of  this  flock  wc  do  profcfle  our 
felvesto  be,  and  to  it  we  refolve  (by  Gods  Grace)  to  adhere 
for  ever,  although  wc  ftiould  fee  every  of  them,  to  be  in  the 
Kings  very  cafe  and  Condition,  wronged  every  way,  and  abufed 
by  both  their  parties  even  as  he  ;  no,  we  will  not  leave  to  be  on 
their  fide  in  this  eaufe,  though  we  belecvc  them  to  be  the  men, 
whom  (together  with  the  KingJ  the  Heads  of  the  Aflbciation 
made  at  London,  have  vowed  'to  deftroy :  We  know  that  the 
Lord  >tohom  Vre  ferve  is  able  to  deliver  pss  from  their  cruell  hands, 
but  if  not,  let  all  the  ^People  know,  that  we  will  never  fall  down  before 
that  many-Headed  Idoll  which  they  have  fet  up,  or  rather  which 
hath  advanced  it  felfe  to  be  adored  by  the  People  :  And  this 
isour-Anfwer  to  thefe  fubtile  men,  who  by  a  tale  of  ftrange 
Combination,  did  think  (as  it  feemes)  to  perfvvade  lis  to  forfake 
the  King,  and  to  adhere  to  his  Enemies.  But  they  tell  the  Reader 
further. 

Thou  (fay  they)  Vfilt  be  abundantly  J  at  is  fed  with  thefe  Letters  Libel! . 
here  Trinted,  and  take  notice  there-from,  how  the  Court  huh  been 
Cajold  (that's  the  Authcntickjvord  now  among  our  Cabalifticail  ad- 
verfartes)  by  the  Tapifts,  and  we  the  more  beleevingfortofProte* 
ftants  by  the  Court, 

The  Reader  may  be  abundantly  fatisfied  by  thefe  Letters  of 
His  Majefties  longing  defires  to  fee  Peace  reftored  to  His  poor 
Subjects  throughout  His  three  Kingdomes :  And  he  may  alfo  be 
abundantly  fatufied  by  their  printing  of  thefe  Letters,  of  that 
abundance  of  bitternefle,  fpight,  andjmalice  which  is  in  the 
hearts  of  the  Publifliers  of  them  againft  their  Soveraigne  \  but 
for  fatisfaclicn  in  any  other  matters  ,  the  Reader  if  he  be 
rightly  affe&ed  and  .lookes  onely  with  his  owne  eye ,  he 
muft  feeke  it  fome  where  elfc  ,  for  here  it  is  not  to  be 
found. 

What  they  intend  by  Cajold,  and  whom  by  Cab/difiieall 
verfaries,  I  Uand  not  to  argue,  for  the  words  arc  fheily,  T^ecde 
verbs*  eft  difpHtandxm ;  only  I  cannot  but  obferve  the  Title  which 
thefe  Wifemen  give  themfclYcs,  and  their  owne  Fadion :  We 
(fay  they)  the  rmre  beleeving  ftrt  #/  Troteftants.  Faith  it  feemes 
they  have;  and  in  their  owne  opinion  great  Plenty,  more  then 
others  ;  like  them,  John  9.  they  fay  they  fee,  and  like  \ixm3Luke  1  8. 

O  2  they 
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they  think  themfelvcs  better  then  other  men,  they  are  not  like 
iss  Tnblkans,  who  confefs  our  felves  to  be  weak  and  finful,  and 
to  have  need  to  cry  daily  unto  the  Lord  for  mercy  and  increafe 
of  Faith  j  they  are  paft  therr         already,  and  can  tel  God, 

Lord  toe  believe,  whereas  we  are  yet  but  at  our  Tater  nofter,  help 
our  unbelief.  But  in  whom,  or  in  what  is  it,  that  they  do  believe  f 
Surely  in  them  felves,  and  their  own  fi&ions,  becaufe  they  have 
renounced  the  Truth  of  God,  which  they  have  been  taught,  and 
Thef.2.  io  ii.  are  turned  perfecutors  of  it,  God  hath  given  them  up,  firft  to 
make,  and  then  t a believe  lies ;  in  which  refpe<fl  they  are  indeed 
the  be  ft  believers,  and  in  that  fenfe  they  fpeak  not  amifs  in  calling 
themfelves  the  moft  believwg  [on  of  "Trot  eft  ants,  though  in  ano- 
ther fenfe  they  are  the  mo  ft  unbelieving,  for  they  wil  not  believe 
the  King  in  any  thing,  let  him  pron-re,  profefs,  and  protetl 
never  fo  oft  and  folemnly  unto  them  ;  their  Tongues,  Pens,  and 
a&ions  proclaim  publickly  their  unbelief ;  yea,  they  glory  in 
their  not  believing,  and  do  all  they  can,  that  others  might  be  In- 
fidels alfo  in  the  fame  refpeft,  as  wel  as  they  ;  their  malicious- 
notes,upon  his  Letters  are  to  this  very  purpofe,let  them  deny  it  if 
they  can. 

And  as  for  God,  they  believe  him  as  little  as  they  do  the  King,. 
for  they  dare  not  truft  him  for  protection,  they  have  more  con- 
fidence in  the  OWlitia  &  great  deal,  and  ftand  more  upon  it.  Be- 
fide,if  they  did  believe  god,  they  would  Mo  fear  Kim  ,(F  ait  h  and 
Fear  go  together )  they  would  regard  his  word  more,  and  not  fo 
oppoTe  it  in  all  their  ways-or  endevour  to  make  it  of  none  effect, 
by  their  finful  Ordinances  and  traditions :  Befides,  faith  in  God 
difcovcrsit  felf,  by  doing  the  works  of  God,  and  they  are  not 
Hatred,  Strife,  Sedition,  Rebellion,  Murder,  Lying,  Slandring, 
and  fpeaking  evil  of  dignities,  which  thefe  men  traffick  folely  in. 

lames  2.  18.  S.James  tels  us  of  Hudifidians,  who  fay  they  have  Faith,  and  boaft 
that  they  have  more  then  others,  fure  thefe  are  the  very  men,  for 
they  call  themfelves  the  more  believing  fort  of  'Trot eft ants :the  bare 
believing  fort  of  Proteftants  perhaps  they  are,  they  account  good 
works  but  marks  of  Popery :  We  confefs  our  felves  no  fuch  Pro- 
teftants, for  we  are  of  the  Apoftles  mind,  As  the  body  without  the 

VeifezS.  "  Spirit  is  dead,  fo  Faith  Without  good  Work*  is  dead  alfo,  But  they 
tei  the  Reader  further,  and  fay, 
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If  thou  art  an  Enemy  to  Parliaments  and  Reformation,  and  made  Libel'. 
ml full in  thine  enmity  above  the  help  of  miracles,  or  fuch  Revelations 
at  thefe  are, then  tis  to  be  expetled,that  thou  wilt  either  deny  thefe  Pa- 
pers to  have  been  written  by  theKings  ownHand,or  elfe  that  we  make 
jufi  conftrufiions  and  inferences  out  oftfam  :  or  laftlyjhou  Wilt  deny, 
that  though  they  be  the  Kings  owne,  and  bearefuch  a  fenfc,  as  we  wi- 
derfl and  them  in,  yet  that  they  are  blameablc,  or  un]uflifiable  ugainfi 
fitch  Rebells  as  Vre  are. 


S  e  c  T.  IX. 

I .  The  (lander  laid  upon  m  to  be  Enemies  to  Parliaments 
and  Reformation  Confuted.  2.  of  pretended  dftfirdr 
cles^  Revelations^  and  new  Lights^  the  taking  the  Kings 
Cabinet  in  Battle  noCMiracle.  3.  The  Libellers  weak 
Argument  to  prove  an  impossibility  of  forgery  in  their 
Parliament. 

IT  fcems  tis  voted  and  decreed,  [that  if  a  man  be  not  well  af-  §•  r» 
fetled  to  that  caufi}vi\\kh  the  men  above  board  do  maintaine ; 
He  is  then  no  lefle  then  an  enemy  to  all  Parliaments  and  Rtformati- 
on,  yea/ paft  all  hope  of  recovery  Jwilfu/l  in  enm;ty9beyond  the  help 
of  miracles F 'or  (it  muft  be  underftood  that)  all  men  being  divi- 
ded into  two  ranks,  Elect  and  Reprobate }  and  the  EleEt  being  all 
on  the  Parliament  fide,  or  well  affeded  at  lealt  to  their  caufe, 
the  reft  muft  needs  be  all  damned  creatures ;  enemies  to  Tarlia- 
ments,  i.  e.  to  the  Common-wealth  and  all  good  Lawes  ;  yea, 
and  enemies  to  Reformation  too  ;  that  is,  to  God  and  all  true  Re- 
ligion, and  therefore  away  with  fuch  fellowes  from  the  earth,  tis 
not  fitting  they  Jhould  live  :  they  that  cannot  erre  have  fo-  con- 
cluded. 

Here  (by  the  way)  we  may  fee  a  ground  of  all  thefe  bloody 
warres,  (which  many  ^hitherto  are  ignorant  of;)  areafonofall 
thefe  cruel  declarations,  and  injunctions  to  kill Jfay , and  deflroy  the 
forces  raifed  by,  or  adhering  to  the  King  ;  why  they  are  all  Repro- 
bates, men  hardnedin  Enmity  againfl  Parliaments  and  Reforma- 
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tion,  paft  all  hope,of  recovery,  and  therefore  to  be  fent  to  HeH/m 
all  hafte,  as  to  their  proper  place ;  that  fo  the  earth  the  ible  inhe- 
ritance of  Gods  ElecT:  ones,may  be  wholly  left  to  the  free  poflef- 
fion  of  its  proper  owners ;  and  fully  cleared  from  thole  Enemies 
of  God  and  Parliaments, 

Well,  what  we  are,Hcaven  knows,  for  their  Cenfures  we  paflS 
not,  any  more  then  Saint  TWdid  to  be  cenfured  by  the  Corin- 

i  Cor.  4.4.  thians;  we  fay  with  him,He  that  fulgeth  hs  is  the  Lord,md  whom 
the  Lord  condemneth  (hall  be  the  onely  condemned  men  at  the 
great  day ;  and  our  Saviour  tells  us,  that  then  the  fir  fi  may  he  lafi, 

Mat.  ip.  50.  m£ty  laftfirfi,  the firfi in  mens  efteem,  the  lafi'm  Gods  and  fo 
e  contra. 

But  let  us  a  little  reafon  the  particular,  with  them  that  thus 
fiercely  charge  upon  us :  Muft  we  of  neceflity  be  enemies  to  Par- 
liaments and  Reformation,  becaufe  we  are  not  affected  to  their 
caufe  ?  Doth  this  Parliament  contain  in  it,all  other  Parliaments, 
that  ever  have  been,  and  (as  they  hope  )  ever  frail  be?  May 
not  a  man  poffibly  diflike  the  proceedings  of  this,  and  yet  ap- 
prove of  the  being  of  another  ?  May  not  a  man  wi(h  the  dif- 
foultion  rof  this,  and  yet  withaH  defire  the  convention  of  ano- 
ther ?  May  not  the  fame  man  obhorre  evill,  and  love  good,  hate 
vice,  and  imbrace  vertue  ?  May  not  a  man  affirme  this  no  Parlia- 
ment at  all  in  the  trueft  and  bed  feace,  becaufe  they  do  not  do  the 
\\>orkes  of  a  Parliament  ?  Thofe  Jevoes  in  the  Gofpell  were  not 
Iohn8.3y.     ^Abrahams  Children,  in  drifts  fenfe,  (which  was  the  trueft  and 
thebeft)  becaufe  they  did  not  doe  ^Abrahams  Workes  -3  they  cal- 
led themfelves  indeed  his  Children,  in  refpect  of  the  fieiL,  or 
walls,  (as  Imay  fay,  that  'did  inciofe  them  )  which  they  had 
from  Abraham  1  But  Chrift  calls  them,  *A Generation  of  Viper s9 
Verf.  40.       and  Children  of  the  Devill ,  for  all  that  :  becaufe  they  went 
about  to  kill  and  deftroy  Him .  their  King  and  Soveraigne  •  Which 
thing,  (  fayeshc)  did  not  Abraham,  may  not  we  eftcem  of  this 
Parliament  as  our  Saviour  did  of  thofe  Jewes,  fince  there  is  fuch 
a  fimilitude  betwixt  them  both  in  words  and  manners  ?  we  knovy 
that  Chrift  did  well  enough  "approve  of  thofe  Children  ofAbra- 
h  im,  who  did  Abrahams  Worhes%  notwithftauding  his  diflike  of 
thofe  in  particular,  whom  he  (peaks  againft;  fo  may  we,  not- 
withftanding our  diflike  of  this  Parliament^  highly  efteem  of 

another 
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another,  which  (hall  do  Parliamentary  actions.  Now  the 
Works  or  actions  of  a  Chriftian  Parliament,  are  to  Htal  and 
not  to  make  breaches  in  a  Church  or  State ;  to  fettle  Religion 
and  peace,  not  todeftroy  either;  to  make  and  confirm  good 
Laws,  not  to  null  them  ;  to  fupprejfe  all  feds  and  falfe  opinion^, 
not  to  give  free  liberty  unto  them  3  to  confult  for  the  Kings  Ho 
nour  and  dignitie,  not  to  countenance  and  Authorize  bafe  LibcJJs 
to  his  defamation  ;  to  advife  for  the  wealth  and  fiourifhing  con^ 
dttion  of  the  Subjects,  not  to  impovcrifh,  or  to  mine  them  : 
thefe,  and  fuch  like  have  been,  and  properly  (till  are,  the  Works  of 
Parliaments  1  and  to  fuch  conditioned  Parliaments  we  are  no 
enemies  :  we  account  a  true  Parliament  our  Palladium,  the 
ftrength  of  the  Kingdome  ;  wc  have  the  fame  opinion  of  it,  as 
the  Trojans  had  of  their  Palladium,  they  held  their  City  invin- 
cible, fo  long  as  they  kept  their  Palladium  inviolate ;  fo  might 
our  Nation  have  been  reckoned ,  (  under  Gods  protection  ) 
invincible,  if  thefe  unhappy  men,  had  not  perverted  the  power 
and  priviledges  of  that  moft  High  and  Honourable  Court  j  But 
(  alas  ! )  never  was  Noble  Nation  fo  abufed,  and  deftroyed  as 
this  is,  and  hath  been,  per  Catulos  iftos  Catilinaries,  ( I  may  truly 
call  them,)  who  have  been  the  inftruments  of  infection  to  this  fo 
much  defired  meeting  j  who  if  the  God  of  Heaven  do  not  oppofe 
and  fubdue,  we  are  never  like  to  have  any  more  Par  liame ntsy 
which  is  one  of  our  greateft  fearess  if  thefe  men  prevail,  they 
will  afTuredly  never  have  any  above  thcm,that  {hall  call  them  to  a 
reckoning,  be  they  never  fo  lafcivious  in  evill,never  fo  mifchievous 
or  definitive  of  good:  Now  mult  every  one  that  difrdifheth 
the  courfes  of  this  Parliament  be  judged  an  Enemy  to  all  Par- 
liaments t  Truly  'tis  too  unrcafonable,  too  harfti  a  cenfure,  but 
'tis  our  Burden  and  we  muft  bear  it. 

And  yet  this  is  not  all,  for  we  are  fentenced  to  be  Enemies  yf 
Reformation  too,  an  Enemy  to  Parliaments  and  Reformation :  But 
do  thefe  two  go  always  together  ?  May  not  a  man  poffibly  be 
a  friend  to  the  one,  and  no  wehwifher  to  the  other  ?  We  have 
heard  of  fome  that  have  been  well  affcted  to  Parliaments,  and 
yet  not  to  Reformation  t  But  this  wc  apprehend  is  only  added, 
to  exafperate  the  peoples  rage  againft  us,  that  with  the  more  vio- 
lence and  fpeed  they  may  difpatchus,  as  being  Enemies  to  all 
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that  good  is.  Indeed  if  Parliaments  and  Reformation  were  (  as 
they  ought  to  be  J  unfeparable  Companions,  then  He  or  they, 
who  were  friends  to  the  one,  were  alfo  friends  to  both,  of  ne- 
ceflity  :  But  thefe  very  men  will  confefle  and  fay  that  in  Queen 
Maries  dayes,  there  was  Parliament  and  Deformation :  and  fo 
wofull  experience  tels  us  there  is  now,  Yea  and  Depopulation  too, 
ofHoufes,  families  and  mens  and  Devafiation  of  true  Religion 
and  Law  ;  The  Reformation  (if  they  fo  call  it,)  by  this  Tarlia- 
menty  is  fuch  a  one,  as  T^ebu^aradan,  Steward  to  IS^ebuchadnez,- 
zar  made  at  ferufalem,  when  he  threw  down  the  walls  both  of 
the  City  and  T emple,  we  confefs  to  all  the  world,  we  are  ene- 
mies to  this  kind  of  Reformation ,and  fo  hope  fhall  ever  be :  But  to 
that  which  is  of  fin,  and  evill,  whether  in  Church  or  State,  we  are 
moft  affectionate  friends,&  do  humbly  beg  of  God,  (to  this  end) 
that  he  would  pleafe  to  fettle  the  King  in  his  Throne,  and  give 
him  fuch  a  Parliament,  as  may  have  grace  truly,  and  intentionally, 
(not  in  pretence  onely,  J  to  go  about  it,  Jed  debts  fat  i*y  onely 
we  doe  obferve  from  hence  before  hand,  how  our  Bill  of  indict- 
ment  frnll  run,  if  thefe  men  lay  hands  on  us  :  what  thofe  Crimes 
are,  which  the  people  fhall  be  made  beleeve,  we  are  put  to  death 
for  :  Becaufe  Vve  are  enemies  to  Parliaments,  and  Reformation,  to 
Cjod,  and all  good men ,yea,  and  Vvilfu  11  on  our  Enmity  too,  we  would 
not  be  reclaimed  by  any  meanes.no  not  by  the  help  of  Miracles, or  fuch 
Revelations  as  thefe  are* 

But  what  is  this  we  hear,  Miracles,  and  Revelations  pleaded  in 
thefe  dayes,  and  by  thefe  me«?  Are  not  thefe  of  that  number 
who  were  wont  heretofore,  to  cry  out  againft  the  Papiftsjbccahfe 
wanting  the  written  word  to  juftifie  their  way,  they  alleadgcd 
Miracles  and  Revelations  f  See  the  ftrength  of  Refolution  in  thefe 
(lout  Champions,  rather  then  fubmit  to  Scripture,  to  their  So- 
veraigne,  to  thcTruth,to  Reafon,  they  will  joyn  hands  in  this  alfo, 
with  the  Papiftsy  whom  they  have  formerly  fo  much  condemned  j 
and  being  brought  to  a  like  ftrait,  will  make  ufe  of  like  Argu- 
ments co  warrant  their  own  proceedings.  I  confefs  Aftonifh- 
ment  did  much  poflefs  my  fpirit,  for  a  great  while,  at  their  cour- 
fes,fo  directly  contrary  to  Gods  plain  word;till  at  laft  I  met  with 
a  certain  Sermon  preached  by  one  William  Bridge,  and  ordered 
to  be  Printed,by  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  o/OwwWjfubfcribed 
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by  John  White :  wherein  the  Preacher  speaking  of  Reformatio^ 
now  fo  much  talked  on  )  teacheth  the  people,  that  'tis  a  fin  in 
them,  to  look  that  it  fliould  be  effected  in  Gods  ordinary  way,  or 
to  expect  that  Gods  affiftance  fliould  come,  as  in  former  times, 
to  the  furtherance  of  it :  for  (faies  he)  now  god  is  working  extra- 
ordinarily y  and  to  tie  him  to  ordinary  ways  and  means  in  fitch  times 
*6  thefiy  ps  to  tempt  and  to  limit  Goi :  this  he  repeats  over  three  or 
four  times,for  peoples  better  obfervance,and  then  concludes  pofi- 
tively,th2Lt  'tU  the  fecond  great  Jin  that  hath  made  a  floppage  in  Eng- 
lands  mercies  ,thi<s  tempting  ofCjod  by  ex  peeling  reformation  in  an  or- 
dinary way  (though  it  was  wont  to  be  accounted  a  tempting  of 
God  to  expect  his  help  in  ways  extraordinary.  )  His  ful  fenfe  I 
fuppofe  in  thofe  his  expreflu  ns  ir,  as  if  he  had  fpoken  more  fuily 
out  thus :  "  My  beloved  Brethren,  Gods  word  was  indeed  here- 
Cf  tofore,the  rule  and  fquare  to  order  your  courfe  by,  and  becaufe 
"  therein  you  find  no  warrant  to  rebel  againft  your  King,  to  kil, 
"  flay,  and  deftroy  your  Brethren,  to  go  in  fuch  ways  as  the  Par- 
"  liament  hath  voted  you  dial  go  in,  therefore  fome  of  you  I  fee, 
tf  are  fcrupuloufly  fearful  to  lift  up  your  hand  againft  the  King, 
u  or  to  cut  the  throats  of  all  your  Brethren  that  be  not  of  your 
C:  Opinion,  &  to  work  a  new-found  Reformation  by  the  Sword: 
H  but  hereupon  it  is,  that  we  have  fuch  a  ftoppage  made  in  Eng- 
tl  lands  mercies,  the  Elect  of  God  are  ftil  kept  out  of  their  poflef- 
C:  fions,  and  the  Land  is  yet  ful  of  wicked  men,  and  herein  you 
''fliew  your  felves  moft  weak  and  Ample,  that  you  do  not  confi- 
"  der,  that  God  is  weary  of  his  ordinary  manner  of  working,  he 
"fees  it  is  impoffible  that  his  Children  fliould  have  their  hearts 
u  defires  in  this  life,  by  going  in  that  old  beaten  path,  himfelf  is 
<c  not  able  to  fatisfie  their  lufts  that  way,  and  therefore  he  hath 
"  now  at  length  better  bethought  himfelf,  and  left  his  oMr\vont, 
"  is  rcfolved  to  go  an  extraordinary  way  to  work,  which  he  ne- 
"  ver  went  in  before,&  hath  ftirred  up  many  extraordinary  men, 
,c  worthy  members  to  that  puroofe ;  yea,  and  now  he  wil  have 
"his  people  caft his  Word  behind  their  backs,  as  a  thing  out  of 
cf  date  to  walk  by,  and  look  only  unto  extraordinary  Lights  and 
«  Revelations ,  that  we  their  Teachers  dial  tel  them  of,  and  go 
"only  by  them  :  and  believe  it,  now  God  hath  altered  his  mind, 
"  and  courfe  of  working,  'tis  plainly  to  tempt  him,  if  you  cxpc& 
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ic  his  blefling  in  his  old  way,or  fhal  obferve  the  guide  of  his  word 
tt  any  longer ;  they  that  wil  not  now  depend  upon  Miracles  and 
K  Revelations^  obftrufters  of  England*  mercics,yea,and  worthy 
"to  be  voted  Enemies  to  Gods  Reformation,  fuch  as  are  wilful  in 
Cc  their  enmity  too,  and  paft  all  hope  of  recovery.  This  is  the 
fenfe  and  Doctrine  of  William  Bridge,  one  of  the  Parliament  Mi- 
nifters  delivered  in  the  year  1642.  at  Margarets  en  Fijh-ftreet  hil 
London,  and  ordered  to  ferve  for  the  whole  Miridian  of  Great 
Brittain,  by  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Parlia- 
ment, concerning  Printing,  witnefs  John  white. 

But  leaving  William  Bridge  to  his  extraordinary  illuminations 
and  Revelations,  we  turn  again  to  thefe  good  fellows,  and  defire 
to  know  of  them,  what  thefe  particular  Miracles  and  Revelati- 
ons be,  which  they  here  fpeak  of,  we  conceive  they  mean  thefe 
Letters  which  they  fay  were  taken  in  the  Kings  Cabinet  at  2{aze- 
by  field  by  victorious  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax :  But  truly  we  do  not 
fee,  how  things  written  by  way  of  Letters,  from  one  pcrfon  to  a- 
nother,can  properly  be  called  Revelations,  nor  how  it  can  merit 
the  name  of  a  ^Miracle,  for  Enemies  in  War  or  Battail,  to  feize 
upon  a  Cabinet  of  Papers  :  At  the  Battail  of  Edgc-hil,  His  Ma  je- 
tties Soldiers  took  certain  Letters,  wherein  by  divine  providence 
was  difcovered,  how  one  Blake  was  hired  by  them,  that  call 
themfelves  the  Kings  moft  loving  and  obedient  Subjects,  to  fignifie 
by  fome  token,  the  place  where  His  Majefty  was  in  the  field,  that 
they  might  more  directly  level  their  Shot  thither,  and  fpeak 
forth  their  Loyalty  by  the  mouth  of  their  Ordnance  :  we  ap- 
prehended it  indeed  a  fpecial  mercy  of  God  to  us,  but  we  did  not 
call  it  by  the  name  of  a  Miracle,  or  a  Revelation. 

Yea^but  thefe  men  it  feems,  do  count  fuch  an  accident,  when 
it  falls  obt  on  their  fide,  a  Miracle  and  a  Revelation,  and  a  fuffici- 
ent  one  too,  to  convert  all  of  us  unto  their  opinion,  if  we  be  not 
before-hand  wilful  in  our  enmity  againft  Parliaments  and  Refor- 
mation :  But  if  any  be  fo  obftinate,  and  wil  not  be  wrought  upon 
by  thefe  means,  'tis  fuppofed  that  he  wil  either  deny  thefe  Papers 
to  be  written  by  the  Kings  own  hand,  or  elfe,  that  the  conftructions, 
and  inferences  made  out  of  them  arejufl,  and  true,  or  that  thefe  "Ta- 
pers are  blameable  againft  fuch  Rebels,  as  they  are  who  have  pub- 
lifhed  them  :  for  it  ieeros  thefe  are  properties  eflential  to  one 
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wilful  in  enmity  :  yet  whether  it  be  out  of  our  wcaknefs  of  judg- 
ment or  no,  we  leave  it  to  reafonable  men  to  determine  :  we  the 
(imple  Brethren  do  confefs  that  we  believe  it  is  pofllble  that  a 
man  may  fufpecT:  whether  all  thefe  Papers,  as  they  are  here  pub- 
lished by  his  deadly  enemies,  were  written  by  the  Kings  own 
hand  or  no:yea,and  he  may  alfo  abfolutely  deny  that  the  Conftru- 
ftions  and  inferences,  which  they  make  out  of  them  are  juft  and 
right:  and  further  he  may  declare  and  fliew,  that  nothing  in  them 
itfo  blameable^s  they  would  have  the  world  believe,  feeing  they 
areagainft  fuch  un  para  Held  Rebels  as  they  are;  and  notwithftan- 
ding,  be  free  from  any  fuch  enmity  as  they  fpeak  of.  It  feems 
their  guilty  confeiences  expected  fome  fuch  matter,  and  therfore 
they  endevour  fo  wel  as  they  can  (poor  men)  to  anfwer  for  them- 
felves, faying, 

As  to  thefirfiy  kyiow,  that  the  ^Parliament  was  never  yet  guilty  of  LibelL 
any  fuch  forgery,  the  King  yet  in  all  the  Letters  ef  his  which  have 
been  inferceptedy  never  ob)t tied  any  fuch  things  and  we  dare  appeal  to 
his  own  Confcitnce  noW,  knowing  that  he  cannot  difavow  either  his 
vWn  hand  Writing,  or  the  matters  themfelves  here  written,  ( All  the 
Cyphers,  Letters,  all  circumflances  of  time  andfatl,  and  the  very 
hand  by  Which  they  are  Signed,  fo  generally  known,  and  now  expofed 
to  the  view  of  all )  wil  aver  for  us,  that  no  fuch  forgery  could  be 
pejfble. 

Their  Argument,  in  thefe  words  unto  thefirft,  ftands  thus,  If 
thefe  Letters  were  not  written  with  the  Kings  own  Hand,  then 
the  Parliament  ihould  be  guilty  of  forgery,  but  the  Parliament 
was  never  guilty  of  fuch  forgery.  Ergp* 

The  Major  in  this  Argument  they  take  for  true,  but  it  is  not 
currant,  unlefs  they  wil  prove  that  none  had  to  do  with  thefe 
Lettersbwt  the  Tarliament,  and  that  the  publication  of  them 
was  the  Acl  of  the  whole  Court ;  which  we  do  not  believe, 
becaufe  the  end  thereof,  being  (  as  was  ftiewn  before  )  only 
to  defame  and  endanger  the  Kings  Perfon  doth  fpeak  it  a 
work  un-befeeming  a  Parliament  confiding  of  Chriftian  men, 
unlefs  we  take  only  a  part  for  the  whole  >  perhaps  indeed  ic 
might  be  the  Ad  of  fome  amongft  them,  viz.  of  the  prevailing 
Faction:  buc  crimen  faucortm  dijfundere  in  omnes,  is  not  out 
cuftome, 
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But  their  Minor  only  they  prove,  and  that  thnsjf  the  "Parlia- 
ment were  guilty  of  any  fuch  forgery ,  then  the  King  in  fome  of  his 
Letters ,that  have  been  intercepted,™  oh  Id  have  objecledthe  fame*  But 
the  King  never  objetled  any  fuch  things  Ergo, 

To  this  I  anfvvcr  :  it  would  be  as  great  a  fhame,  if  a  whole 
Parliament  fhould  be  guilty  of  forgery,  as  if  it  fhould  be  guilty  of 
the  forementioned  Aft  of  Authorizing  this  Libell :  but  yet  fome 
of  the  rotten  CMembers  thereof,  ( as  they  are  men)  may  poflibly 
be  as  guilty  of  the  one,  as  of  the  othe^  fir  all  men  (fay  thcfc)  are 
fubject  to  Errour.  Nor  is  it  an  impoflible  thing  to  fhew,  that 
fome  of  them  have  not  dealt  fo  finccrely,  as  became  hontfty  : 
when  they  were  yet  in  ways  of  entreaty,  with  tfeeir  Afficmt 
Counties,  for  free  benevolence,  before  they  came  to  their  week- 
ly Taxes  and  Contributions ;  fome  of  them  being  fent  by  the  reft 
into  the  Country,  to  pick  their  neighbours  purfes ;  whileft  they 
have  been  perfwading  the  poor  Country-man  to  new  Loanes 
and  Charges,  for  the  maintenance  of  this  unchriftian  anil  unna- 
tural War  i  Providence  ( as  muft  be  pretended  )  did  ufually  at 
the  very  inftant  time,  fend  fome  Letter  or  other,  wherein  was  re- 
lated, (  with  thanks  to  the  people  for  their  former  affiftance  ) 
what  a  great  Victory  (  by  the  help  of  God  and  them  )  the  Pa-,  - 
liament  had  lately  obtained  againfl  the  Kings  Forces,  with  little 
or  no  lofs  to  themfelves  :  fo  that  now  the  work^  was  in  a  manner 
quite  done,  one  Contribution  more  would  finijh  the  Bufnefs,  Thefe 
Letters  were  fufpecled,  (  even  by  the  abufed  people  themfelves ) 
to  be  but  rceer  forgeries,  devifed  on  purpofe  to  cozen  them  of 
their  Monies,  when  afterward  they  underftood  there  had  been 
no  fuch  Vi&ories  at  that  time  ;  verily  thofe  that  dare  belie  Gods 
Providence,  and  forge  Letters  from  that,  may  be  fufpecled,  wil 
be  as  bold  with  the  King,  in  purfuance  of  their  own  defigns  a- 
gainft  him. 

'But  (  fay  they  )  if  the  Parliament  were  guilty  of  any  fuch  forge- 
ry,  the  King  in  his  Letters,  which  have  been  intercepted,  Would  have 
objetled  the  fame. 

The  word  intercepted,  might  have  been  omitted,  for  if  in  any 
of  the  Kings  Letters,  which  have  by  Accident  come  into  their 
Hands,  any  fuch  thing  were  objeded,  yea,  and  fufficiently  pro- 
ved,  yet  we  are  confident  of  their  wifdome  fo  far,  that  we 

dare 
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dare  fay  for  them,  they  would  never  have  divulged  the  fame,  nor 
fuffered  the  world  to  know  of  it,  if  they  themfelves  could  help  ; 
But  for  their  whole  Argument  'tis  only  negative,  and  therefore 
weak  and  fallible  The  King  hath  not  accufedthem  of  forgery,  Er- 
go ,  they  are  not  guilty  thereof,  is  no  neceffary  confequent :  There 
is  many  a  Mahfatlor  in  the  Kingdom,  that  deferves  hanging,  yet 
was  never  brought  to  his  trial,  is  he  therefore  innocent  f  As  it 
doth  not  follow,  that  they  are  moft  faulty,  that  are  molt  ill  fpo- 
kenof;  no  more  doth  it  on  the  contrary,  that  they  are  molt 
free  from  blame  that  are  lead  taxed. 

But  if  the  King  hath  not  objected  forgery  unto  them,  the  more 
is  his  good/iefs  and  wifdome  •  he  that  defires  peace  with  his  Adver- 
fary,is  fparing,  even  in  his  juft  objections,  that  no  obftruction  be 
cart  in  by  him,  as  a  bar  to  union  ;  whereas  they  that  love  ftrife, 
though  themfelves  have  already  offered  moft  wrong,  yet  are  ftif 
moft  ful  of  clamours;  and  when  they  can  find  no  faults  to  ob- 
ject-, theyi  invent  fome  to  keep  the  fire  burning :  doubtlefs  if  the 
New  great  Seal  beremembred,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  by  all 
men,  that  the  King  hath  had  more  caufe  to  accufe  them  of  for- 
gery, then  ever  they  had  yet  to  Accufe  him  of  Perjury  ;  but  by 
their  own  Confeflion  we  fee,  the  King  hath  been  more  careful  of 
their  credit,  then  they  have  been  of  his  Honour,  or  of  their  own 
Souls. 

But  being  confeious  of  the  weaknefs  of  their  Argument,  they 
hope  to  ftrengthen  it  with  a  fecond,  which  is  nihil  adnos^  as  the 
Other  was  nihil  ad  rem ;  "'tis  their  appeal  to  the  Kings  own  Confci- 
ence,  Vcho  ( fay  they)  cannot  difavow  his  oV?n  handwriting  :  this  may 
indeed  be  aliquid  ad  regem,  but  what  is  it  to  the  Reader  ?  Would 
they  have  every  one  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  beyond  the  Seas* 
( to  whom  they  have  difperfed  thefe  Copies )  make  a  journy  to 
ask  the  King,  whether  thefe  Letters  were  of  His  own  Hand-wri- 
ting? 

And  to  this  fecond  theyadde  a  third,  which  is  even  like  the 
former  :  they  tel  the  Reader,  that  all  the  Ciphers,  Letters,  all  the 
(fircumfiances  of  time  and  fail,  and  the  very  hand  by  which  they  are 
Signed,  fo  generally  known,  and  now  expofed  to  the  view  of  all,  Voitt 
aver  for  them,  that  no fitch forgery  could  be  p$ffible.  And  yet  the 
Reader  all  the  while  fees  nothing,  but  only  that  which  comes 

£$  from 
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from  the  hand  of  the  Printer,  or  did  he  fee  the  very  Cyphers  or 
original  Letters  they  fpeakof,  were  the  hand  wherewith  they 
were  Signed,  expofed  generally  to  the  view  of  all,  could  ail  men 
know  it  to  be  the  Kings ;  or  fwear  it  were  not  forged  f  I  fuppofe 
not,  unlefs  He  had  firftfubmitted  his  faith  and  judgment  to  be- 
lieve only,  as  the  Parliament  Voteth.  In  a  word,  I  conceive  that 
("notwithstanding  all  they  fay  to  the  contrary  )  they  Who  forged 
the  Kings  Seal,  may  poflibly  forge  Letters  under  the  Kings  Name. 
I  do  not  Accufe  any  to  have  fo  done,  only  I  fpeak  thus,  to  Lhew 
that  their  Arguments  are  not  fo  convincing  as  themfelves  think. 
Forgery  in  this  cafe  might  be  poffible. 

But  they  come  to  the  fecond  objection,  which  they  believe 
may  be  made  againft  their  Notes  upon  thefc  Letters,  and  fay, 

ex£f  to  our  Comments  and  Annotations,  if  there  be  not  perfpicuity 
and  modeftj  in  them,  there  is  no  common  Juflice,  nor  place  for  credit 
left  among  mankind. 


Sect.  X. 

I.  Of  that  perfpicuity  and  Modefly  which  the  Libellers 
boaft,  to  be  in  their  own  Annotations.  2.  Their  pretty 
confident  way  ofperfwading  all  men  to  he  of  their  Opini- 
ons. 3.  Their  Reafons  why  they  did  not  publifh  all  they 
had  againfi  the  King. 

IF  any  fhal  diflike  thefe  Comments  and  Annotations  upon  the 
Kings  Letters,  He  is  confuted  in  thefe  words  very  fubftantial- 
ly$  for  the  Authors  of  them  fay,  that  thej  are  all very  good:  and 
we  know  men  can  beft  judge  of  their  own  works,  they  can  give 
the  faireft  interpretation  of  their  own  doings  :  the  Crow  can  fee 
beauty  in  her  own  bird5though  none  elfe  can;fo  thefe  men  can  fee 
perfpicuity  and  modefly  in  their  own  Notes  •  yea,fo  confident  they 
are,that  their  fight  is  good,  &  their  judgment  true,that  they  dare 
boldly  conclude,  there  u  no  Common  J uflice  or  faith  leftamongH 
men,  if  aU  mankind  be  not  of  their  Opinion  in  this  particular.  Was 
not  this  ftoutly  fpoken  ?  Arc  not  thefe  valiant  men  >  We  fee  they 
are  refolved  to  hold  their  own,  though  all  mankind  fay  to  the 
contrary.  Truly 
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Truly  upon  this  their  commendation,  their  2{otes  have  been 
read  over  again,  and  again ;  and  I  profefs,  I  can  fee  no  perjpicui- 
ty  at  all  in  them,  unlefs  of  fpight  and  malice  s  which  indeed  I 
find  fet  forth  with  the  Higheft  and  moft  tranfeendent  im puden- 
cy againft  Soveraign  Majefty,  as  I  believe  ever  Mankind  faw : 
Nay,  I  dare  affirm  it,  that  never  any  Troteflant  Chriftian  Subjetls 
did  difcover  the  like,  under  Countenance  of  fuch  an  Authority  as 
thefe  pretend.  And  I  require  thefe  boafters  to  fheiv  but  one 
word  or  expreffion,  favouring  of  true  modefty,  and  Chriftian  re- 
verence  to  their  King,  in  all  their  Annotations :  and  I  promife 
them  it  flhal  excufe  with  me  a  multitude  of  their  other  errours. 
Nay,  let  their  own  Confciences  fpeak,conccrning  this  perfpicuity 
which  they  talk  of ;  whether  they  did  not  on  purpofe  tranfpole 
thefe  Letters  fin  this  their  publication  of  them )  inverting  the 
Order  wherein  they  were  written,  fettingfome  that  were  firft, 
laft  :  and  fome  that  were  laft,firft :  that  fo  their  dependance  upon 
each  other  being  broken,  they  might  be  lefle  perfpicuous  to  the. 
Reader  :  who  might  (  had  they  all  been  placed  in  their  right  or- 
der )  with  facility  and  clearnefs,  have  difcerned  the  reafons  of 
many  expreflions,  which  (  without  regard  to  their  reference ) 
may  be  apprehended  in  a  worfefenfe,  then  they  do  naturally 
bear.  They  took  all  thefe  Letters  together  by  their  own  Cor.fcf- 
fion,  why  then  muft  they  place  thofe  writ  in  May,  before  them 
that  were  writ  in  March ;  and  thofe  in  Marchhetore  thofe  in 
nuary  ?  thofe  of  this  Year9  before  thofe  of  laft,  or  of  the  Year  be- 
fore, but  only  for  the  Reafon  forementioned  ?  Had  they  ftudied 
to  evidence  that  perjpicmty  theyfpeakof,  ( if  thefe  Letters  muft 
needs  have  been  printed  )  they  would  at  leaft  have  placed  them 
in  that  order,as  they  were  fent  from  the  King  and  Queen  to  each 
other.  O  but  then,  they  would  not  have  appeared  lo  offer  five, 
as  now  they  hope  they  have  made  them  to  do,  nor  been  fo  liable 
to  finifter  interpretations.  Truly  in  this  very  thing,  there  doth  ap- 
pear to  our  apprehenfions  the  perfpicuity  of  their  malice. 

Which  alfo  is  further  manifefted  by  their  picking  out  here  a 
Sentence,  and  there  an  Expreffion,  from  out  thefe  Letters,  which 
being  disjoynted  from  that  which  goeth  before,  and  that  which 
followeth  in  the  fame  place,  (  and  attended  with  their  fpightful 
glofsuponit)  doth  feem  to  be,  what  in  its  felf 'tis  not,  (when 
read  entire  by  a  Chriftian  Eye  with  its  ful  Coherence)  wherein 


(i/f  Vindication 

they  imitate  that  profane  Atheift,  who  to  prove  his  opinion,  al- 
leaged  that  part  of  the  Pfalm,  non  eft  Bens,  but  lefc  out  the  pre- 
ceding words,  Dixit  inftpiens  in  corde  fuo. 

Yea,  and  the  perfpicuky  of  their  malice  is  fcen  more  abundant- 
ly yet,  in  their  perverting  his  Majefties  words  to  asbadafenfe, 
as  poffible  man  or  Devil  could  wreft  chem ;  to  the  end  that  none 
(if  they  can  bring  it  to  parte  )  might  harbour  a  good  thought 
of  him :  yea,  they  endevour  fo  much  as  in  them  lies,  not  only 
to  put  all  his  Subjects,  but  even  his  oton  Child,  into  a  way  of  dis- 
obedience againft  him  ;  by  that  which  they  wreft  in  their  Notes 
from  the  eleventh  Paper.  Yea,though  they  hate  the  .Queen,  with 
a  mod  mortal,  and  perfect  Hatred,  fas  appears  fufficiently  by 
their  dealings  with  her  J  yet  how  doth  it  irk  them  that  flie  loves 
her  Husband,  and  how  fain  (out  of  their  fuperlative  malice  a- 
gainft  him  )  would  they  break  that  bond  of  Affection  between 
them,  is  evident  by  their  publication  of  the  3  4.  Paper,  which  con- 
cerned only  a  private  bufinefs  between  them,(as  Man  and  Wife) 
written  of  fome  20.  years  ago,  about  the  time  of  their  nrft  Mar- 
riage :  were  there  nothing  elfe  to  make  the  fuperfluity  of  their 
malice  abundantly  perfpicuom,  the  divulging  of  that  very  Paper 
alone,  (to  the  end  for  which  they  do  it )  were  fully  fufficknt. 

Thus  we  fee  their  perjpicuity,  now  for  their  modefy,  which  all 
but  their  own  dear  felves  wil  go  near  to  fufpect  to  be  fiamefull 
imptidency.  For 

1.  He  whom  they  accufe  and  reproach  is  the  Perfon,  whom 
above  all  men  in  the  world,  they  are  bound  in  duty,  and  have  fo- 
lemnly  fworn  to  defend  and  honour  ;  and  is  this  medfty  ?  then 
Ziba  was  a  modeft  man  for  accufing  his  Mafter  •  and  aAkfthm 
was  a  modeft  man  for  accufing  the  King  his  Father  5  and  fo  was 
Shimei  too,  in  his  reproaching  and  accufing  David  his  Lord  and 
Soveraign. 

2.  They  feek  occafions  of  accufing,  they  fearchfor  iniquity,,  yea 
they  have  accomplished  a  diligent  fearch  in  their  reading  his  Letters, 
and  in  their  fifting  his  Actions;  and  though  they  find  no  furricient 
rnatter,yet  they  accufe ;  they  pervert  his  Vcords,  and  invent  matter, 
like  them  that  faid,  Come '  let  us  devife  devices  againft  him,  and 
finite  him  tvith  the  tongue,  and  is  this  modefty  ?  then  the  Pharifces 
were  modeft  men  in  their  dealings  with  Chrift,  and  fo  were  Da- 
niels  enemies  in  their  accufations  againft  him. 

3.  They 
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3.  They  accufe  him  for  good,  (wanting  matter  of  evill  to 
charge  him  withali)  as  for  loving  his  Wife,  for  tendering  her  healthy 
for  de firing  her  welfare,  for  endeavouring  his  own  defence,  and  tie 
upholding  of  ^Monarchy,  which  God  hath  intrufted  to  him,  and 
many  fuch  things  of  like  nature,they  heavily  tax  him  withali :  and 
what  they  want  in  weighty  they  make  up  in  number ;  hoping 
that  the  blinde  and  feduced  world  will  fufpeft,  (at  leaft)  fome- 
what  amifs,  when  they  heare  him  charged  with  fuch  a  multitude 
of  accufationF.  And  is  this  Modefty  I  then  they  in  the  1 2.  PfaL 
that  refolved  With  our  Tongues  we  will  prevaile  ,  were  mode  ft 
creatures. 

4.  They  Accufe  him  for  that  which  (themfelves  know)  is  moft 
contrary  to  his  nature  and  difpofition  ;  as  of  'diffi 'mutation,  breach 
of  Oath  and  promifcy  and  averfneffe  to  the  good  and  welfare  of  his  peo- 
ple :  whereas 

To  the  firft,  they  cannot  deny  that  his  plain-dealing  hath  affor- 
ded to  them  their  beft  advantage  againll  him ;  what  moved 
him  to  Signe  that  unhappy  Bill  for  continuing  the  Parliament,  but 
the  lincerity  of  his  fpirit,  in  his  conceiving  them  to  be  after  his 
owne  Heart,  Hone  ft  men  ?  but  (as  one  of  the  crafcy  Members  in- 
genioufly  acknowledged)  I  confeffe  (  fayes  he  )  in  that,  we  were  too 
hard  for  him. 

To  the  2.  their  owne  Confciences  canwitnefle  for  him,  that, 
his  conftancy  in  keeping  his  Oath  (  made  at  his  Coronation ) 
to  defend  the  Church  of  God  in  that  eftate  of  weal  wherein 
he  found  it3  (which  they  would  force  and  compell  him  to 
break)  hath  been  a  chief  caufe  of  this  great  perfecution  ftirred  up 
againfthim. 

And  for  the  3.  their  owne  hearts  will  affirm,  fif  they  would 
let  them  fpeak)  that  never  Prince  did  more  hunger  and  thirft 
after  his  peoples  good  then  He,  never  did  any  further  deny  him- 
felfe,  then  he  hath  done,  asappeares  Paper  25.  or  offer  more  of 
his  owne  undoubted  rights  to  purchafe  their  peace ;  never  did 
tender  Father  look  with  a  more  dolefull  eye,  upon  the  miferies<of 
his  Child,  then  he  upon  the  calamities  of  his  Subjects:  Nay,  ne- 
ver was  any  abufed  Prince  fo  unwilling  to  (hed  Rebellious  bloud 
as  he ;  with  what  fadnefs  did  he  hear  of  thofe  expreffions  of 
Joy>  for  his  viftory  gotten  at  Stratton  fight,  AIm  ((ayes  he)  but 

the, 
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they  wife  my  Subjects.  And  with  what  paffion  of  joy  did  he  praife 
God,  at  the  beginning  of  thefe  troubles,  when  after  a  long  per- 
fonall  expectance  of  an  anfwer(after  the  limited  time)of  his  Sum- 
mons to  Banbury  :tht  Town  at  laft,was  furrendred  to  Wim :  Blejfed 
be  the  God  of  Heaven  ( fayes  he)  that  htth  given  me  Vitlory  this  day 
Without  blood.  And  when  His  Majefty  was  upon  the  Hill  oppofite 
to  Toy  in  Cornwall,  and  was  fhot  at  by  the  enemies,  (who  then 
lay  in  the  towne^  and  had  a  man  killed  clofe  by  him  :  though  his 
Ordnance  was  ready  planted,and  fome  with  him  would  fain.have 
{hot,  and  beat  downe  the  towne  :  which  might  with  cafe  from 
thence  have  been  effected  :  His  Majefty  by  no  meanes  would  pcr- 
*Thishath  ofc  mit  the  fame.  *  Iundtrfiand  (  faid  he )  that  I  have  many  good  Sub- 
been  related  to  jefts  in  that  towne ,  who  are  inhabitants  there,  and  I  had  rather  Jpare 
me  (with  tears  tht  lives  of  an  hundred  Rebelisjben  venture  the  hurting  one  of  them  • 
SydTverfe  vvherefore  fure  if  ic  be  medefih  to  accufe  the  Sun  of  daiWs,  or 
Inhabitants  'of  piet>r  lt  ^c  of  wickednefs,  thsn  thefe  zAnnotators  are  wonder- 
that  poore      full  modeft  men. 

Loyall  Town,     5.  They  accufe  him  moft  plentifully  of  thofe  things  whereof 

Wh<rcffiord  thcm^clves  are  mo^  §uilty  '*  tney  lay  tneir  owne  faults  Co  his 
from  His  Mi-  Charge:  as  Corah*n&  his  companions  dealt  with  UHofes ,  as 
jsfties  Lips.  nAhab  dealt  with  Ellas,  and  as  Nero  with  the  Chriftians  3  fo  doe 
thefe  men  with  their  Soveraigne  -}  was  there  ever  in  any  A%  read 
or  heard  of  grander  Hypocrites,  greater  deceivers,  oppreflours 
fcorners,  more  cruel  I,  Tyrannicall,  or  trecherous  Perfons,  greater 
Oath  or  Covenant  breakers,  then  thefe  men  are,  who  nowop- 
pofe their  King?  and  yet  in  their  fuperlative modefty,  they  are 
pleafed  to  calumniate  &  burden  him  with  thefe  conditions/Nay, 
that  one  Charge  of  theirs  upon  the  King,  *Pagt  44.  which  they 
call  flirring  Rumours  about  his  Mother  ;  may  make  all  Englishmen 
ftand  ■  amazed  at  their  impudency,  for  all  that  had  ears  to  hear 
and  lived  neer  London,  can  witnefs  how  publikely  bafe,  and  vil- 
lainous they  were  in  their  fcandalous  inventions  and  defetici 
againft  the  Honour  of  that  our  diffcifid  Queen ;  as  well  as  againft 
Her  that  is  now  living:  and  becaufe  His  Majefty  com  plaines  of 
this  their  tranfeendent  villany  in  a  private  Letter  unto  the  Danifl, 
King,  (who  wag  interefled  with  him  in  the  wrong;  thefe  Diabo- 
licall  wretches  are  fo  impudent  as  to  publilh  this  private  Letter, 
and  then  to  tax  him,  as  if  he  thereby  had  mifed  that  g«mour% 

which 
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which  thcmfelves*,  I  fay,  firrt  contrived, and  now  have  the  i.  time 
divulged  onely  to  vex  hi?  Spirit :  now  if  this  be  mo  Jefty,  then  Pcti- 
phars  Wife  was  a  modeft  woman,for  wcvSingJofeph  of  incontincn- 
cy,&  Sat  art  himfelf  was  a  modeft  creature  in  his  charging  job  with 
blafphcmy  :  Nor  need  any  wonder,  that  thefe  Royafl  Ladies, 
fhould  fall  under  the  lafh  of  thefe  mens  defaming  Tongues , 
for  tis  well  knowne,  that  the  Die  fed  Virgin  Mary  her  felfe 
(by  diverfc  of  their  cruc  j  hath  been  ufed  in  the  fame  manner : 
fo  that  in  this,  thofe  two  J^ueenes  are  but  fellow-fufferers  with 
Chrifts  Mother. 

And  thus  we  have  feen  a  glimpfe  of  that  pcrfticuity  and  modefty 
which  is  gloryed  to  be  in  thefe  Annotations^  we  fhali  perceive 
more  thereof  anon  :  furely  had  it  been  of  any  other  fort  or  kinde, 
then  what  it  is,  they  could  never  have  been  fo  confident  as  they 
are,  that  all  mankind  fhall  be  injurious,  and  doe  them  wrong,  if 
they  fail  to  commend  of  them,  fuch  perjpicuity,  and  fuch  modefty  > 
is  in  very  deed  the  foundation  of  fuch  Confidence.  But  what  doe 
they  tell  us  in  the  next  words  ? 

Indeed  (fay  they  )  moft  of  all  the  main  circamftances,  ^ant  no  if-  * 
hftration  at  ally  to  the  moft  vulgar  Capacities,  and  therefore  we  afi 
firme  nothing  necefary  to  be  beleeved :  but  what  the  printed  Tapers 
will  themf elves  uttrr  in  their  own  Language. 

Could  any  men  in  the  world  fpeake  more  effectually,  to  per- 
fwade  us  all  to  be  of  their  opinion  ?  Tolus  in  the  Spetlrum  of 
Erafmusdxd  never  att  his  part  better.  He  fanning  thathefaw 
a  ftrange  fight  in  ,thc  skie,  did  by  his  expremons  fo  well  fet  it 
forth,  and  demonflxate  it  by  his  words  and  fingers,  unto  the 
other  jpeftatours,  that  every  of  them  at  iaft,  one  after  another, 
left  they  fhould  feeme  to  be  parum  oculati  dirn-fighted,  zAdfir- 
mfoant  fe  quoj^  videre,  faid  that  they  law  it  too,  and  juft  as  he 
had  defcribed  it:  pudebal  enim  non  videre  quod  tarn  efet  perjpicuum, 
(  as  the  ftory  goes  J  they  were  afhamed  not  to  be  thought  to  fee, 
what  he  faid  was  fo  eafie  to  be  feen  :  even  fo  thefe  men,  having 
told  us  a  pretty  tale*  of  a  certain  Spetlrum  of  modefty  andperfpi- 
cuity  in  their  own  Jmofations;ihQy  affirm  it  is  fo  evident  to  every 
Eye,  that  it  needs  no  illuftration  :  yea  and  what  ever  they  fay  up- 
on the  King*  papers,  isfo  rnanifeftfy  true,  that  the  Papers  them- 
felves  doe  Jpeakjhe  fame^  even  to  the  eafie  ft  capacity  eu  Wherefore 
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they  hope,unlefle  people  will  yeeld  themfelves,fooles  and  biock- 
heads,fuch  as  have  no  undemanding  to  perceive,  what  they  read ; 
they  will  all  (out  of  hand)  be  of  their  opinion,  and  fpeak  juft  as 
they  do:  for  it  may  be  a  great  fliametoany  body,  not  to  ob- 
ferve  that3which  thcfe  fay  is  fo  ptrjpicums  :  Nor  indeed  will  rt  be 
fafe,  for  any  that  refolve  to  fleep  in  a  whole  skin,  not  to  be  per- 
fwaded  of  this  matter,  for  it  is  concluded,  by  thofe  of  that  fide, 
to  kill, flay,  and deftroy,  atleaftto  banilh,  and  turn  out  naked,  as 
men  wilful/  in  Enmity,  beyond  the  help  of  Miracles  and  Revelations, 
all  fuch  as  are  contrary  minded  unto  themfclves. 

But  fuppofc  any  body  (hould  be  fo  impertinent,  as  to  defire  a 
farther  Tcftimony,  of  what  they  would  have  beleeved  of  the 
Kinf,  then  thefc  Papers  doe  afford  ?  Why  thefe  Fnbl'fhers  tell  us, 
for  cur  further  fatisfaclion,  (but  we  muft  take  their  bare  word) 
that  they  have,  (in  fome  by-corner  fure)  more  papers,  then  yet 
they  have  made  (hew  of :  their  words  to  this  purpofe,  are  thefe 
that  follow. 

csfndyetfor  that  which  is  tot  fo  clearly  warranted  here,  ttv  have 
other  Tapers  for  their  Warrant,  were  they  not  fo  Numerous  and 
Vaft,  and  too  much  intermixed  with  other  matters  of  no  pertinence, for. 
publication  at  this  time. 

The  reafons  why  they  do  not  produce  their  full  ftore,  we  per- 
ceive are  two, 

1.  The  overflowings  of  their  own  Modefty  &  Civility ,they  will 
not  weary  their  Readers,  with  things  fo  Tfumerottsandfo  Vafi. 

2.  Their  predence  and  difcretion ;  there  is  too  Great  an  inter- 
mixtion  of  other  matters,  of  no  pertinence  for  publication  at  this  time: 
for  haply  it  is  of  fuch  matters ,  as  would  clearly  evidence  to 
the  abufed  world,  fo  much  of  the  Kings  good  nefle,  as  could  not 
pofiibly  be  clouded,  and  darkened  with  their  fpightfull  glofles, 
which  would  rather  oppofe  then  further  their  prefent  purpofe  : 
For  ( indeed  )  fhould  the  Kings  gratious  difpofition  be  fully 
known  unto  His  people,  they  would  be  all  more  fenfible  of  the 
wrong  He  fuffers,  and  fo  perhaps  the  men  ofwefiminfler, might  be 
forced  to  yeeld  up  into  His  Hands  again,  His  Sword  and  Crown, 
and  be  made  to  return  into  the  Order  of  their  Predcccflburs,  the 
Tarliamenumen  informer  times,  which  to  do  as  yet  they  have 
no  intention. 

The 
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The  way  to  maintain  their  own  Reputation,  is  to  Defame  the 
King;  to  keep  themfelves  up,is  to  keep  Him  down.  In  a  troubled 
State  all  difcontented  perfons,  fwhereof  the  land  is  ful Jdo  natu- 
rally draw  to  the  grieved  party,  even  as  humours  in  the  Body  to 
a  fore  place;  wherefore  if  all  the  people  of  this  Nation,  (  who 
have  been  wronged,  pecled,and  opprefled,  by  thefe  mens  meanes, 
fince  power  hath  been  in  their  hands)  were  but  well  certified  of 
the  Kings  Candour,  they  would  all  with  one  accord,  (in  confede- 
ration of  thofe  unexpreflible  abufes  offered  unto  Him  )  unite 
themfelves  in  His  behalf,  &  joyn  with  Him  againft  them.  There- 
fore it  is  great  wifdome  in  thefe  men,  and  their  Matters,  to  do  as 
they  doe ;  and  to  conceal  that  which  might  hurt  themfelves  if 
known.  It  may  eafily  be  gathered,  from  what  they  have  faid  and 
lhewn,  that  if  they  had  any  thing  elfe,  which  could  have  been 
wrefted  poflibly  againft  the  King,  the  world  fhould  have  been 
made  acquainted  with  that  too:  But  becaufe  what  remaincs  in 
their  hands  is  intermixt  with  other  matter  of  no  pertinence  for  pub- 
lication at  this  timey  therefore  it  is  thought  fit  to  conceale  the 
fame,  left  otherwife  they  fhould  have  played  the  fools,  and  done 
a  prejudice  unto  themfelves. 

And  thus  we  have  feen  their  Anfwer  tothefecond  objection, 
which  they  conceive  may  be  made  againft  their  Annotations ; 
nowwefhall  hearewhat  they  fay  to  the  third,  their  words  are 
thefe : 

Touching  the  Ufi  objection :  if  thou  art  a  perfetl  Malignant,  and  LibelL 
dofi  not  fiickjo  deny,  that  there  is  any  thing  in  thefe  Letters,  unbe- 
Jeeming  a  Prince,  Vvho  profejfes  himfelf  defender  of  the  true  Faith, 
a  tender  Father  of  his  Country,  and  has  been  fo  Sanftimonioufly  in- 
gaged  with  frequer.tfpeciall  vows  of  Affection,  candour, fine 'erity,  and 
conftancj,  to  His  particular  ^roteflant  Subjects  of  England,  and 
Scotland j  then  kpow  that  thou  art  facarce  -worthy  of  any  reply,  orfa- 
tisf action  in  this  point* 
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S  E  CT,  XI. 

i.  Cenfuring  fuferiors  unlawfully  why  the  Enemies  mufi 
continue  to  Jlander  the  King  ;  How  eafie  a  thing  it  is 
to  deprave  the  bejl  writings.  2.  of  the  Kings  integri- 
ty and  goodnejfe^  and  ofEnglands  happineffe  under  Htm. 
3.  The  main  Particulars  of  Offence  under  His  Govern- 
ment nominated  $  No  jufi  matter  of  blame  from  them 
can  now  be  Objeftedto  His  <JMa\efty. 

Mar.  7.1.       /^\Ur  Saviour  in  the  Cojpell  forbids  us  to  fudge  our  equals,  we 
\^>Jare  confident  ^therefore  he  will  never  approve  of  us,  if  vvc 
take  upon  us  to  jfentence  our  fuperiours;  yea  the  Higheft  of  all, 
our  Soveraigne,  who  is  Gods  immediate  fervant,and  with  whom 
none  but  He,  whofe  'Title  is,  The  cnely  Ruler  of  Princes  hath  to 
Rom.  14*  4«     doiJVbat  haft  thou  to  do  Jo  cenfure  another  mans  fervaxt  ?  ffaies  the 
lam     1 .       Apoftle*)  And  Saint  fames  aiTuresu?,  if  we  btmafterly  in  that 
kind,  we  fhall  thereby  increafe  onelj  our  own  damnation.  But  thefe 
men  we  fee^  teach  us  another  leflbn,  for  they  tell  us  plainly  in  ef- 
fect ;  that  if  we  be  fo  nice,  and  fcrupulous,  as  to  give  refpeel:  to 
Gods  Word,  in  things  of  this  nature,  if  we  will  not  cenfure  our 
King,  as  themfelves  doe,  and  condemns  Him  too,  (upon  their 
bare  TeftimonyJ  of  doing  unbefeemingly,  we  are  per/eft  tjfaa- 
lignants  (that  is  to  fay  )  as  compleat  Devills,  as  any  be  in  Hell : 
But  truly  we  had  rather  they  fhould  call  us  Malignant s  for 
obeying  our  Lord  Chrilt,  then  thatChrift  fhouldcall  us  Hypo- 
crites, for  our  conforming  to  their  example ;  as  he  doth  fome  in 
thcGofpett,  who  were  of  their  Conditions;  thofe  that  can  fee  a 
Mote  at  a  diftance,  can  worft  of  all  fee  a  'Beame  neer  at  Hand  ; 
fas  the  Authour  of  truth  and  wifdome  informes  us.  J  And  we 
obferve  in  the  Go/pell,  how  they  who  could  finde  fo  much  fault 
with  the  Son  of  God,  for  every  thing  he  faid  or  did,  could  fee 
nothing  amifle  in  themfelvc?;  no  not  when  it  was  evidently 
fhewn  them  ;  tis  poflible  there  may  be  fuch  men  alive  now,  that 
can  fee  a  fault  in  their  Soveraigne  where  it  is  not,  and  none  in 

them- 
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themfelves,  where  are  great  plenty  :  But  for  our  parts,  we  affift 
not  to  be  of  their  number,  our  work  lies  moft  at  home,  and  there 
we  defire  to  be  imploycd  :  our  ftudies  are,  to  know  and  practice 
the  Snbjefts  Duty  :  the  Prince  his  zAclions,  belong  not  to  our  in- 
quifition  ;  we  remember  the  Apoftles  precepts,  Study  to  be  quiet,  ,  T[id- 
and  mvAi  your  owne  Bujtneffe :  (which  if  ail  men  had  done,  we 
had  had  no  fighting.) 

Nay  did  we  fee  in  the  King,  what  they  fay,  (which  we  beleevc 
is  not  to  be  feenj  yet  durft  we  not  fpeak  after  their  faftiion,  for 
we  hauc  rot  ft  learned  Chrift*  If  we  have  a  warrant  in  Scripture 
to  "jtidge  any,  it  is  onely  thofe  that  cenfure  others,  and  not  them 
neither,  but  by  their  fruits,  and  in  matters  of  our  owne  Alloy, 
which  concern  our  own  Cognizance,  and  wherein  it  becomes  us 
to  have  skill  and  knowledge ;  and  indeed  upon  this  ground,  we 
dare  boldly  fay  ,  what  ever  they  tell  us  of,  to  be  unhefeeming  the 
King  in  tbc/e  Ins  Lctters\\st  are  certain  in  their  Notes  upon  thern, 
there  is  nothing  to  be  found,  but  what  is  moft  unbefeemlng  fub- 
je&s,  and  men  that  profefle  themfelves  Proteftant  Christians, 
f  who  have  been  fo  Santlimonioufly  ingaged,  with  frequent  fpe- 
ciall  Vowes  of  tsflkgeance,  and  Loyalty  to  their  Soveraigne,  of 
affection,  and  duty  to  his  Perfon  :  )  this  wc  are  coafident  that 
none  (  unlefs  their  own  dear  felves, )  will  deny  :  For  their^^- 
netations  themfelves  do  full  loudly  utter  the  fame,  in  their  own  pro- 
per Language. 

Nay,  we  are  perfwaded  the  very  men  ofiVefiminfter  would 
not  deny  this,  were  it  not  fo  much  to  the  prejudice  of  their  own 
Safety  and  Reputation  to  confefs  it ;  both  which  (indeed)  are 
fupportedforthe  prefent,  among  many  people,  by  this  vilifying 
and  flandering  the  King,  infomuch  that  (  doubtlefs)  a  kind  of 
defperate  neceffity  lyes  upon  them,  to  doe,  and  to  countenance 
fuch  things,  as  they  have  done.  For  (  fay  thir  finfully-refolved 
Confciences  within  themfelves) 

"  Woe  would  be  unto  us,if  the  people  whom  we  have  Coiened 
<(  of  their  wealth  and  peace,  and  got  ingaged  with  our  felves  in 
<cthis  black  Rebellion,  ( under  pretence  of  Religion  J  focon- 
IC  trary  to  Chrifts  Do&rine,  ftiould  but  at  length,  have  a  right  ap- 
"prhenfion  of  the  Kings  good  fpirit  and  difpofition,  they 
uwoald  reckon  us  theverieft  Villaines  upon  Gods  earth  :  yea 
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*c  they  would  fall  upon  us,  with  one  accord,  and  cut  our  throats 
<f  to  expiate  their  own  guilt,  and  to  recover  peace  to  themfelves 
Cc  and  to  the  whole  Nation,  fhould  they  but  know  in  truth,  how 
"  we  have  ufed  their  Sovervigne*  Wherefore  we  muft  be  wife  in 
tC  time  and  look  to  our  felves,  Suprema  tantum  no  s  que  ant  facer  e 
"fecuros  mala,  our  onely  fafety  confifts  in  acting  the  higheft  evils  : 
<c  We  muft  flight  Majefty,  \vc  muft  contemne  Gods  Image,  and  be* 
c  doubt  his  Annointed,with  our  bittereft  inventions ;  we  muft  per- 
"  vert  his  words,  and  put  the  fouleft  glofs  ,  and  conft ruction, 
<c  that  Hell  can  teach  us  to  make,  upon  all  that  proceeds  from 
"  him :  and  fo  we  fhall  increafe  and  continue  that  blinde  and  un- 
"  godly  odium,  which  by  our  fine  policy ,we  have  already  wrought 
"  in  mens  hearts  againft  him:  Imperium  iis  artibm  retinetur  quibui 
cC  partum  efi,by  lying  and  flandring  his  foot-fteps,  we  be  began  cur 
*c  matchlefs  undertaking,  and  by  the  fame  meanes  we  muft  main- 
<c  tain  it :  the  Common  fort  having  fwallowed  down  our  po)  fon 
<c  already,  if  they  be  kept  ftriftly  to  their  diet,  Mithridate~\\ke, 
c<  may  live  upon  it,  and  adhere  ftill  unto  us,  untill  we  have  quite 
<c  deftroyed  him,  whom  we  hate,  with  a  perfect  Hatred  for  thofe 
cf  unfatisfiable  wrongs,  which  our  felves  have  done  him  :  yea,  and 
?  the  people  will  think  too,  that  they  doe  God  good  fervice  in 
"  their  helping  of  us,  fpecially  if  we  be  but  fuccesfull  againft  him  ; 
Cf  and  alfo  by  our  following  this  courfe,  we  fhall  uphold  our  own 
<c  Dignitie,  and  retaine  the  repute  of  Holy,  and  good  men  ;  all  we 
tC  do  will  be  thought  to  be  done  out  of  zeal  againft  (in,  and  out  of 
C:  pure  love  to  our  Countrey ;  we  ihall  be  looked  upon  as  impar- 

*  tiall  men,  that  will  wink  at  fin  in  no  man  ;  no  not  in  the  King 
c-  himfelf :  we  will  perfecute  and  deftroy  him,  (though  he  be  our 
"Common  Parent,)  rather  thenfuffer  fin  to  abide,  and  domi- 
<;  neere  in  him  :  yea  we  fhall  be  apprehended  by  the  vulgar  to  be 
lC  Gods  fpeciall  favourites,  elected,  and  appointed  by  him  on  pur- 
c-  pofe,  to  punifh  the  King,  and  to  pull  him  from  his  Throne,  that 

*  fo  Chrift  in  us  ( the  Saiuts )  may  be  fet  up,  and  rule  in  his  ftead  ; 
"  And  what  ever  the  King  furTers  at  our  hands,  fhall  be  interpre- 
"  ted,  (by  the  helpe  of  our  Preachers,  men  fitted  for  our  turns,) 
<c  to  be  Gods  juft  judgement  upon  him,  for  thofe  very  crimes, 
<c  which  we  lay  to  his  Charge,  as  Ttrfidioufneje,  and  Breach  of 
"  fpeciall  Vowes  made  to  us,  his  Proteftant  Subjects  of 
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Cf  laud,  and  Scottaudfor  fo  wc  call  our  fclves,and  under  that  guize 
"  we  goe  covered. 

No  doubt,  (I  fay)  bwt  the  Confciences  of  thofe  I  mentioned, 
have  fpoken  to  this  purpofe  within  themfelvcs,  or  elfe  they  would 
confeis  together  with  us,  that  ihere  is  nothing  in  thofe  Annotati- 
ons upon  the  Kings  Letters,  but  what  is  mod  uncomly,  and  misbe- 
feeming  Chriftian  fubjeds. 

And  truly  it  is  no  difficult  matter  for  men  refolved,  and  inga- 
ged  by  all  they  care  for,  (bodily  fafety,  and  worldly  reputation  J 
to  deprave  the  moft  innocent  writing,  and  to  pick  out  matter 
thence  to  defame  the  Author  :  Julian  the  Apoftate,  ( thefe  mens 
elder  Brother,)  having  a  deep  hatred  againft  Chrift,  did  imploy 
his  malicioufly-fine  braine,  againft  the  Sacred  Biblet  and  took 
great  paincs  to  cull  out  thence,  all  fiews  oferroury  or  places  feem- 
ingly  contrary  to  each  other,  (  which  he  would  formalize  to  his 
own  purpofe  ;  )  all  ambiguous  exprejjions,  ( which  he  would  wreft 
and  pervert  to  the  moft  finifter  conftruclion : )  and  all 
places,  (which  by  a  further  entangling  he  would  make  more  dark 
and  cloudy:)  and  thus  for  afeafon,  (with  fomemenj  hedif- 
graced  Chrift,  and  his  Holy  Religion.  Now  hence  we  gather,  that 
if  one  man  alone  was  able  (by  the  helpe  of  Satan,;  to  do  thus  a- 
gainft  the  Sacred  writings  of  God  himfelfe  :  It  is  no  marvail  if 
many  of  the  fame  rank  and  fpirit,  laying  their  heads  together, 
(hall  with  the  like  affiftance  doe  thus  againft  the  writings  of  the 
King,  who  is  but  a  man :  for  as  we  doe  not  make  our  King  infal- 
lible, like  as  they  do  the  Parliament,  fo  we  will  not  put  His  wri- 
tings, into  the  fame  skale  of  perfection,  wherein  they  weigh  their 
Votes:  But  this  we  will  fay,  (and  from  their  Malice  againft  him  do 
firmly  belceve,)  that  he  is  a  lener  (inner  then  other  men  are :  for 
ttie  more  like  in  degree  their  fpightfulnefs  againft  him,  is  to  that 
of  the  Pharifees  againft  Chrift,  the  more  like  unto  Chrift  in  inno- 
cency  and  Holinefs,  is  our  Soveraigne  the  object  of  it :  That  Ha- 
tred which  is  moft  deep,  and  deadly  ( in  fuch  men  as  thefe  are,)  ii 
alwajes  the  moft  unjuft. 

And  further  too,  this  we  affirm  concerning  our  Soveraigne, 
that  of  all  the  Kings  His  Predeceflburs,  (that  fwayed  the  Englifti 
Scepter,  as  he  hath  done,)  we  beleeve  him  to  be  the  leaft  finfull ; 
and  we  may  conclude  it,  from  the  pride  and  fatnefle  of  thefe  his 
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people,  who  f$ftkmmXkt9  have  kicked  up  their  Heeles  againft 
him  ;  had  he  not  been  fo  good,  fo  milde,  fo  gentle  towards  them, 
they  had  not  been  fo  malipert,  fo  proud,  fo  injurious  towards 
him  :  had  he  been  a  wanton  Edward  the  fourth,  and  borrowed  a 
pace  the  rich  Citizens  monies,  and«repayed  them  againe,  by  lying 
with  their  wives ;  or  had  he  been  a  bey  ft  crow  Hewry  the  eight  h^nd 
chopt  off  his  Subjects  heads,  in  luft  and  anger ;  doubtlefs  he  had 
found  much  better  refpect  and  fairnefs,  both  of  Carriage,  and 
*  That  free  &  -Language,  from  the  men  and  women  of  this  Nation  :  *  London 
famous  .Ci^^  na(j  not  faut  Up  their  Gates  thus  long  againll  him  ;  hadhede- 
the  Kin^in  all  ^rved  lefs  love,  they  would  have  fhewn  more  feare  and  Rcve- 
his  time0did  e-  rence  to  him. 

yer  imprifon  fo  No  man  was  ever  fo  perfect,  (Chnft  alone  excepted,)  but  at 
nucJj  as  one  fome  times  have  been  guilty  of  fome  obliquities  ->  which  rhould 
ajor.  tjieyajj)  that  were  committed  through  his  whole  life,  be  mutte- 
red up,  and  prefented  in  one  view,  and  continuation  together, 
would  make  him  appeare  moft  ftrangely  finful;  whereas  if  his  life 
were  difplayed,  in  that  tenour  ondy  as  led,  he  would  haply  be[an 
object  of  admiration,  for  fanctity  and  perfection,  Thefe  men 
and  their  faction,  have  fet  nothing  of  the  King  to  the  worlds 
view,  fince  their  unhappy  meeting,  but  hisoverfightsandblemi- 
fhes,which  they  have  narrowly  fearched  for,throughout  his  whole 
life  and  reigne ;  nay  they  have  made  ufe  of  the  fins  and  corrup- 
tions of  thofe  Monopolizing  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  ( who  are  now 
right  deare  unto  themfelves,  and  fit  amongft  them,)  to  make  the 
King  diftaftful  to  his  people,  they  have  bedawbed  him,  witho- 
thers  crimes,for  want  of  fomewhat  more  proper ;  and  what  have 
they  (to  their  utmoft)  done  thereby,  but  purpofed  for  an  ob- 
ject of  fcorn  and  abhorring  Him,  whom  God  by  endowment 
with  Principal!  and  choife  graces,  hath  marked  out  for  a  Pattern  9f 
Honour  and  imitation  to  all  Princes  and  men. 

We  dare  challenge  malice  her  felfe  to  open  her  mouth  fo  wide 
as  (tie  can ;  and  for  her  better  Advantage,  let  her  borrow  the 
tongues  and  pens  of  thefe  men,  to  vent  her  worfl:  of  all,  and  then 
let  her  fpeak  out,  and  tell  the  world,  what  perfonall  Crimes  flie 
can  Charge  the  King  .withall :  Nay  muft  fhe  not  needs  confefr, 
(  if  (lie  fay  any  thing,)  that  He  hath  been  an  example  of  meek- 
nefs,  Temperance,  Charity,  Patience,  Mercy  and  Juftice,  to  all 
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his  Nobles,  and  to  all  his  people  ?  Had  forac  of  thefe  great  ones, 
now  with  them,  been  in  thefe  Vertues  conformable  unto  him, 
they  had  not  haply  been  in  that  high  cfteem,  wherein  they  are,at 
this  prefent  amongft  them. 

Nay  becaufe  the  Libellers^  in  their  height  of  impadency,  doe 
fpeake  of  the  King,  as  if  he  were  not,  (according  to  his  profef- 
fion,J  a  defender  of  the  tr  ne  Faith,  a  tender  Father  of  his  Country, 
And  fmcerely  ajfetled  to  the  good  of  his  Trtteftant  Subjecls  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland ;  we  doe  appeale  to  all  the  world,  to  Name  an 
Age,  fince  England  was  a  Nation,  wherein  the  Church  and  Faith 
of  Chrift  flourifhed  in  fuch  high  Juftre  ,  and  glory :  wherein 
the  Subjects  of  this  Kingdome,  of  all  ranks  and  degrees,  did  more 
abound  in  wealth  and  riches ;  and  wherein  thofe  of  the  true  Pro- 
teftant  Religion,  ( which  is  the  Religion  of  truth  and  peace,  of 
Humility  and  obedience, )  were  more  countenanced,  and  fa- 
voured, then  they  have  been  in  his  dayes  :  was  there  ever  fo  much 
Splendour,  Bravery,  *  and  zAbmdmce  in  the  City  ?  So  much  *  The  atmn- 
Plate  and  Money  in  the  Country  ;  fo  many  Pleafant  Houfes,  and  ^ceccih^ththa^' 
Stately  Buildings  in  all  places,  throughout  the  Land  ?  Was  there  ^£ 
ever  fo  much  Feafting  and  plenty  of  food  among  all  forts  of  peo-  of  treafure- 
pie?  fomany  good  Garments  and  cloathes  worne,  by  men  and  which  they 
women  of  all  degrees  f  fo  large  Portions  and  dowryes  given  with  k3ve  knt  with- 
Children  in  marriage?  were  ever  the  Pm^rfur  Subjcfts  of  the         -  fix 
Kingdome  more  frequently  taught,  or  better  fed  ?  did  they  ever  - 
in  any  Nation  under  the  Sun,  injoy  more  Peace  and  Happinefs, 
then  they  did  all  the  time  of  His  Reigne,  untill  this  unhappy  Par- 
liament turned  all  things  up-fide  down,  and  fo  made  us,  of  all 
Chriftians  in  the  world,  well-nigh  the  moft  miferable  and  difcon- 
folate  ?  Certainly  though  the  Parliament  Minivers  *  are  plea-  ^ 
fed  to  cry  out  in  their  Rethorick,  0  the  Affliction,  the  Mifery,  in  h^°se?mon 
the  Wormwood  and  the  Gall  of  thofe  times  I  Yet  Pofterity  in  after  0f  wdtin^n$ 
Ages  will  acknowledge,  that  the  lability,  Gentry,  Clergy,  Citi-  God,    a  J 
zens,  and  Common-people  of  this  Nation,  in  the  General, 
did  all  arrive  at  the  height  of  earthly  happinefs,    in  King 
Charles  his  time  ,  whikft  he  alone  did  fway  the  Englifh 
Scepter. 

It  is  tote,  there  were  Particular  grievances  from  particular 
men,  both  in  Church  and  Commort^ealtk  (and  can  it  be  expe- 
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fted  otherwife,  while  wc  live  in  this  world })  and  fome  good 
men  haply,  did  fuffer  fome  hard  ufage  at  the  hands  of  evill ;  but 
did  the  King  ever  flop  His  eares  at  any  Petition  ?  Did  He  ever 
deny  Juftice  to  any  that  did  require  it  ?  Or  did  He  ever  harden  His 
Heart  from  fhewing  mercy,where  ere  it  was  needful  ?  There  was 
perhaps  much  whifpering  abroad>and  murmuring  in  Corners^but 
was  there  alwayes  a  caufe  ?  Mans  Nature  is  apt  fome  time  to 
com plaine  for  nothing,  even  when  there  is  more  reafon  to  be 
thankfull.  I  will  name  the  main  particulars  of  offencerand  let  the 
world  judge,  what  matter  of  blame,did  truly  arifefrom  them  un- 
to the  King. 

1.  The  Bifiops  were  cryed  out  upon  to  be  too  Rigorous :  but 
hath  not  the  carriages  of  that  faction,  ( which  the  Bifbops  did  op- 
pofe)  fincethey  have  gotten  Head,  largely  acquitted  them  of 
that  imputation,  in  the  judgement  of  all  wife  men?  forely  they 
forefaw  the  mifchief  which  we  all  now  feel,  and  did  labour  (as 
became  them  in  their  places)  to  prevent  the  fame  :  Perhaps  eve- 
ry of  them  did  not  go  the  beft  way  to  work,  nor  did  ufe  fuch  apt 
Instruments  as  the  cafe  and  time  required,  I  juftifie  no  man  in  all 
particulars ;  and  perhaps  too,  fome  of  usr  (who  are  now  impri- 
soned, banifhed,  and  divefted  of  all  we  have,  by  this  Reforming 
Parliament,)  did  in  thofe  dayes  fuffer  more  moleftation  from  fome 
of  their  unworthy  Officers,  then  many  of  thofe  did,  who  fines 
that  time  have  been  mod  revengefull.  Three  factious  fellows  had 
their  ears  dipt,  by  the  fentence  of  the  Lords  in  the  Star-chamber, 
and  were  fet  ua  the  Pilhrj;  and  this  was  exclaimed  upon  for  great 
cruelty  in  the  Bifiops,(bec2iufe  they  (having  been  abufed  by  them ) 
did  not  beg  their  pardon ; )  but  how  truly  their  necks  ajfo  defer- 
ved  the  Halter,  hath  well  appeared  by  the  late  temper  of  their 
fpirits ;  and  the  little  good  ufe  they  have  made  of  that  their  too 
fmall,  and  gentle  chaftifement. 

2.  The  Star-Chamber  and  high  Comwi$on  were  two  great 
Eye-fores-:  for  many  great  and  heavy  fines,  werelayd  on  men, 
f  for  their  fins  fake)  in  thofe  Courts,  by  the  Kings  Nobles,  and 
fudges ;  ( fome  of  whom  are  now  great  men  with  His  grcateft 
Enemies  i)  But  how  many  of  thofe  fines  did  His  Majefry  in  His 
tendernefle  and  goodneffe  afterwards  remit,  or  caufe  to  be  mi- 
tigated I  and  finc€  the  people  would  fo  have  it,  He  hath  now 
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given  way,  Yeven  before  the  Aft  of  continuing  the  Parliament ) 
that  thofe  Courts  (hould  be  fupprefled,  and  fo  be  no  more  of- 
fenfive. 

3.  Many  people  of  the  Kingdome  voluntarily  departed  hence 
to  New-England,  and  this  was  pretended  perfection,  from  fome 
who  differed  in  opinion  from  thqm  (whom  they  called  their 
Antichriflian  Enemies:)but  now  tis  plainly  apparent,  (by  that  fpi- 
rit  which  flayed  behind  in  fome  of  their  fellowes)  that  the  true 
caufe  of  their  departure  was  only  pride.  In  themfelves,  Cefar- 
like  they  could  allow  of  no  fuperiour,  either  in  Church  or  State, 
n$  'Bipjop,  no  King :  (perhaps,  fome  of  them  might  have  tender 
Consciences  through  weaknefle  or  mif-information ;  and  fome 
of  the  plainer  fort  might  be  honeft  men,  and  went  for  company 
with  the  reft  they  knew  not  whither,,  in  the  limplicity  of  their 
Spirits.)  But  tis  well  known,  they  had  all  the  countenance  of 
the  King  and  CouncclJ,  to  further  them  in  the  vyqge  and  *$lati- 
tation;  theycarryed  their  Wealth  and  Goods  with  them,  and 
had  fupply  of  relief  fent  them,  continually  from  this  Kingdome 
afterward,  untill  this  Warre  caufed  the  returne  of  many  of  them, 
to  help  forward  the  deftru&ion  of  their  native  foile  and  Coun- 
try. Indeed  fome  are  of  opinion,  that  they  went  to  New-Eng- 
land, only  to  learn  and  inure  themfelves  tojbedmans  blond,  fwc 
hear  of  few  of  the  Heathens  converted  by  them,  but  of  many 
mafacred:)  and  by  accuftoming  themfelves  to  (laughter  Infidells, 
they  have  learned  without  fcruple  to  mm&ztChriftiansjk,  are  bet- 
ter proficients  then  the  Spaniards  themfelves^  in  deftroying  thofe 
of  their  own  Nation  and  Religion.  But  (as  was  faid)  when  they 
went  firft  from  hence,  they  were  fuffered  to  carry  their  wealth 
with  them  >  they  were  not  ufed  as  they  and  their  fadion  ufe  us, 
who  now  fuffer  at  their  hands,  for  our  Confcience  and  the  Ge- 
fpell  fake  :  They  take  away  all  our  goods,  make  us  beggars,  and 
then  afterward,  if  they  do  not  murder  us,  or  ftarve  us  in  prifon, 
they  bam[b  us  into  ftrange  and  defolate  places,with  fcarce  cloaths 
•n  our  backs  to  feek  our  fortunes. 

4.  Great  Complaints  a-lfo  there  was  of  monopolies  geopk  payed 
an  halfpenny  more  for  a  thonfand  of  Tins,  then  they  were  wont 
to  doe  ;  and  almoft  half  a  farding  more,  for  a  pound  of Sope  and 
Starch  then  in  former  times,  when  money  was  not  fo  pkntiftill 
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and  fuch  like  heavy  grievances  did  mightily  opprefle  them  ;  and 
made  them  weary  of  the  Kings  Government ,  becaufe  He  did 
permit  of  fuch  things.  And  yet  the  Excize  upon  bread  and  beer, 
and  flefh  and  cloathes,  and  fuch  like  things  as  are  fold  in  the  mar- 
ket for  mans  ufe,  orfpent  in  families,  was  not  thenfet  up:  the 

*  Committee-  *  Monopolizers  durft  not  be  fo  detrimental  to  the  poor  Subject  of 
men  and  Sc-  tnjs  Kingdom,  while  the  King  had  the  fole  power  in  His  Hands : 
wei-cnotvet  But  fince  they  got  to  be  Members  Favonrites  of  the  Parlia- 
known?        ment,  they  with  their  fellowes ,  have  (Epimethem- like )  opened 

this  Pandora's  Box,  and  let  loofe  amongftusall  thofe  Dutch  mi- 
feries  5  and  ( they  fay )  the  people  are  content  to  have  it  fo ;  though 
perhaps  when  they  have  been  pilled  or  milked  a  few  yeares  long- 
ger,  by  thefe  new-State  men,  it  will  be  confefled  that  the  Old  Go- 
vemment^viz.  that  of  the  King )  was  far  the  better  and  the  more 
eafie. 

f.  But  the  greateft  complaint  of  al!,was  S  hip-money  ,Skip-monj> 
Othat  was  a  grievous  burden  indeed,  not  to  be  flood  under, 
(for  a  twentieth  Part,  a  fift  Part,  weekly  Contributions,  billetting 
of  Souldiers,  feizing  on  Rents,  plundring  of  houfes,  cutting  of 
throats,  ravifhing  of  women,  deflowring  of  Virgins,  and  fuch 
like  matters  were  not  yet  infafhion,  nor  yet  felt  or  known  by 
the  people  of  the  Kingdome ;  and  therefore  Ship-mcnj  that  was 
xhe  great  grievance.)  But  was  not  Ship-mony  difputed  and  judged 
Legall  before  His  Majefty  did  require  it  >  And  when  he  had  re- 
ceived it,  did  He  fpend  it  in  Luxury  upon  Himfelf,  or  unprofitably 
to  the  damage  of  His  Subjects  >  Was  it  not  imployed  for  the 
dignity  and  prefervation  of  the  Nation  >  Were  not  the  Ships 
("built  therewith)  the  ftrength  of  the  Kingdome  ?  Were  we  not 
by  meanes  of  them,  become  formidable  to  all  about  us  ?  Surely 
from  hence  it  was,  that  our  Merchants  failed  with  more  freedom 
at  Sea;  and  their  Factors  did  negociate  with  more  fuccefs  and  re- 
gard abroad 3  hence  it  was  that  the  inhabitants  by  the  Sea  C0Afts, 

*  i6.  Children  flept  more  fecurely  in  their  beds,the  worfliipers  of  Mahomet  durft 
taken  at  once  not  revell  fo  neere  them,  nor  venture  to  Ileal  their  Children  from 
by  the  Jurkes  them,  *  as  alas,  of  late  dayes  they  have  done  :  In  a  word,  by  the 
CoTfts  of  C  m&nes  °f  tn°fe  ftn?s>  (nad  tncy  Ml  continued  under  the  Kings 
Cornwall, Iuly Command)  all  our  poor  Chriftian  Brethren  had  been  pulled 
Anno  i*4f.   ere  this ,  out  of  Bondage  and  Slavery  from  Tnrkifh  Dens , 
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(through  Gods  afliftancej  as  diverfe  of  them  before  had  been  • 
yea,  and  (as  was  noted  before)  all  the  people  of  this  Kingdome 
had  been  interefted  in  that  fo  Pious  and  Chriftian  a  work,  by  fuch 
their  Contributions  of  Ship-money  ;  yet  this  was  it  they  called 
their  great  grievance. 

And  thus  I  have  fhewn  in  brief,  the  main  things,  for  which  the 
King  was  clamoured  againft  at  large  :  Now  let  all  the  world 
fpeak,whether  the  Church  and  State  were  unhappy  under  his  Go- 
vernment, whether  in  the  whole  courfe  of  hisReigne,  he  hath 
not  approved  himfelf  a  Defender  of  the  true  Faith,  a  tender  Father 
of  his  Country  y  and  fincerely  affecled  to  his  F  rot  eft  ant  Sub je els  : 
And  whether  thefe  men  be  not  highly  ingratefull  both  to  God 
and  him,  for  their  fuggefting  the  Contrary. 

But  ( fay  they )  in  thefe  Letters  are  things  unbefeeming  a  Prince 
who  profefeth  himfelfe  to  be  fuch  a  Defender,  fuch  a  Father,  and  fo 
affected,  and  a  perfect  Malignant  they  pronounce  him  to  be,  that 
denieth  this  or  cannot  fee  it. 


Sect.  XII. 

i.  The  Adverfaries  induflry  to  find fomewhat  unbefeeming 
the  King  in  his  Letters.  2.  Certaine  Chrifiian  Conf- 
ederations propounded  to  the  Readers  evidencing  them 
t$be  free  from  any  fuch  matter.  3.  of  the  ^Adver- 
faries pertinacy  in  their  Rebellious  way-jheir  endeavours 
that  their  Kings promifes  might  neither  be  beleeved  nor 
performed. 

TO  which  we  Anfwer  and  fay,  That  were  the  King  but  an 
ordinary  man,  and  did  we  obferve  fuch  things  in  his  Letters 
as  they  pretend  j  yet  remembring  the  benefits  enjoyed  by  hiro,the 
perfonall  vertues,  fhining  in  him,  throughout  the  time  of  his  pro- 
fperity,  we  fhould  think  it  difagreeing  both  from  Chriftianity  and 
Humanity  to  publilh  fuch  our  obfervations  againft  him,  in  his 
*dverfity% 

But  confidering  himwithall  to  be  vox  King  ^  WLSwewg»t> 
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we  are  confident,  (if  we  did  fee  any  thing  Unbefeeming)  that  wef 
are  not  bound  to  fay  we  faw  it :  or  to  tell  others  of  it ;  nor  doe 
we  indeed  hold  it  lawful! ,  but  rather  to  hide  it,  or  to  make  the 
beftofit.  Apelleswzs  not  bound  openly  to  paint  Alexanders 
skar,  it  was  allowable  for  him,  to  lay  his  ringer  on  ic :  nor  was 
that  other  Fainter  obliged  plainly  to  paint  Alphonfus  wry  necked, 
it  was  lawfull  for  him  to  make  itfo,  as  if  he  were  looking  up  to 
Heaven ;  for  Alexander ,  and  Alphonfm  were  both  Kings,  and  fo 
is  Charles,  and  by  Gods  grace  fliall  ftili  continue  fo  to  be,  in  de- 
fpight  of  all  oppofers. 

But  in  our  view  of  thefe  his  Letters,  we  finde  that  which  we 
conceived  might  have  made  their  hopes  defperate  of  doing  his 
Majefty  hurt  by  their  publication  of  them:  and  furely  (  we 
think )  had  not  their  confidence  been  great  in  that  ftrong 
ction,  which  they  fuppofe  their  own  Notes  upon  them,  doe  carry 
with  them  ;  the  world  had  never  feen  them  :  for  whereas  hereto- 
fore, their  endeavours  were,  to  darken,  and  difparage  the  intel- 
lectptatt  vermes  of  their  Soveraigne,  (  and  peradventure  hisMa- 
jefties  eafinefs  at  firft,  in  beleeving  them  to  be  Honefl  men,  np#n 
their  Religious  Tretences  and  Troteftations,  gave  too  great  a  fur- 
therance to  that  defigne,  David  upon  like  grounds  was  fo  decei- 
ved in  AckitopheL)  But  now  thefe  his  Letters  have  quite  dampt 
that  bufinefs,  for  they  difcover  in  him  fuch  Strength  of  judge- 
ment, fuch  Abilities  of  minde,  and  Dexterity  of  parts,  that  we  arc 
confident  in  this  their  divulging  of  them,  aneverlafting  check  is 
given  to  that  malignant  Accufation.  And  now  his  MorallVer- 
tues  onely  are  the  Objects  of  their  fpleene,  which  by  their  tongues 
and  pens,  they  hope  to  blcmifh  and  defile,  and  from  thefe  his 
Letters,  they  hope  fomewhat  may  be  made  ufe  of  to  their  affi- 
ftance.  But  what  that  Somewhat  is,  will  be  feen  hereafter :  In 
the  meantime,  I  fhall  be  bold  to  propofe  a  word  of  advice  to  the 
Readers  of  thefe  Letters,  to  be  obferved  by  them  in  their  peru- 
fall  of  them  :  For  as  my  Dntj  doth  conftraine  me  to  defend  my 
Soveraigne,  fo  my  Conference  and  Charity  doth  perfwadc  me  to 
advife  my  Brethren,  for  their  good  :  though  I  know  the  Ene- 
mies think  to  fcare  me  and  all  men  elfe,  with  the  name  of  Ma- 
lignants  for  performing  either  :  thefe  men  in  their  impudent 
?lotcs  have  one  fpeciall  pafiage ,  (  amongft  others ,  )  to 
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this  purpofe,  (P*ge  46.)  Their  words  arc  thefe, 

The  King  wil  dec/are  nothing  in  favour  of  bis  Parliament,  fo  long  Libcll. 
as  be  can  find  a  partj  to  maintain  bim  in  his  oppoftion^  nor  perform 
anjf  things  which  he  hath  declared,  fo  long  as  he  can  find  a  fit ffic  tent 
party  to  excufe  him  for  it. 

We  guefs  to  what  purpofc  this  is  fpoken,™*.  To  intimate  that 
allfuch,  who  (out  of  conscience  or  duty)  fhal  indevour  to  vindi- 
cate the  King  from  their  unjuft  Calumniations,  and  to  preferve 
people  from  their  fnares,  (hal  be  accounted  Maintainers  of  oppo- 
fition,  and  exenfers  of  fin  >  and  as  fuch  perfons  they  intend  either 
fecretly,  or  publickly  to  murder  and  maflacre  them  :  But  we 
hope,  ( through  Gods  good  grace)  that  neither  their  tongues  nor 
their  fwords,  dial  ever  terrifie  us  from  difcharging  our  Confcien- 
ces :  and  we  are  confident  that  our  God,  whom  we  ferve,  who 
is  the  God  of  Peace  and  Truth,  wil  witnefs  for  us,  that  we  neither 
delight  in  maintaining  ftrife ,nor  yet  in  excufing  fn.  And  for  this 
advife  which  ihal  be  propounded,  let  the  Readers  examine  it,  by 
the  Go/pel^nd  if  it  be  not  agreeable  unto  that,  let  no  man  follow 
it,  or  regard  it  :  It  is  this, 

If  they  meet  in  thefe  Letters  with  any  thing,  which  ( in  their  §• 
apprehenfions )  feems  to  fpeak  a  failing  on  his  Majefties  part,  in 
performing  what  he  had  formerly  promifed,  (  which  indeed  is 
one  main  thing  that  thefe  King-accufers  labour  to  faftcn  up- 
on the  Readers  faith)  before  they  imitate  thefe  his  Enemies, 
and  pafle  a  fentence  peremptory ,  and  condemnatory  againft 
their  Soveraigne,  let  them  but  confider  of  thefe  three  par- 
ticulars. 

1 .  Whether  the  King  was  Able  to  keep  his  word,  in  thofc 
things  wherinhe  is  apprehended  to  have  failed?  whether  the 
caufe  of  that  failing,  was  not  rather  Lackjf power,  then  want  of 
wil  ?  and  whether  his  difloyal  Subjects,  ( who  are  moft  apt  to  ac- 
cufe  him )  were  not  they  that  robbed  him  of  his  power,  and  on 
fet  purpofe,  do  ftil  detain  it  from  him  ?  Our  obfervation  of  them 
hath  been  this,  They  wanting  matter  to  make  their  King  odious 
to  the  world,  (as  they  defire  he  fhould  be)  did  labour  all  they 
could  to  difable  him,  from  doing  as  he  had  faid  and  purpofed ; 
that  fo  they  might  (upon  his  failing)  have  fome  pretence,  to  te! 
the  people,  he  was  perfidious,  aad  a  Promife-breajqr. 
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2.  Whether  the  Kings  promifes  when  firft  made,  were  not  in- 
tended performable  only  upon  the  Condition  of  their  Faith  and 
Obedience,  who  now  tax  him  ;  and  whether  they  have  performed 
their  duties  in  thofe  particulars :  we  conceive  that  as  Gods  pro- 
Ifa.i.  1 9, 10.  mifes,  fo  the  Kings,  are  made  upon  fuch  fuppofak.  If  ye  be  -wil- 
ling and  obedient,  (faiesGodJjT  fhal  eat  the  good  of the  Land  ; 
but  if  ye  refufe  andrebely  ye  fhal  be  devoured  by  thefword:  and 
again,  The  Lord  wil be with  yon ,  while  you  bewithhimy  but  if  ye 
zCor.  15.2,.  forfake  him,  and  ^a\  contrary  unto  him.  He wil forfake  you,  and 
walkfontrary  unto  yon.    If  the  Kings  promifes  fhould  ,be  more  ab- 
folute  then  Gods,  they  might  be  finful  •  and  fo  a  fin,  to  keep 
them,  though  he  had  yower :  befide,/^V/>  and  obedience  doth  not 
.only  make  people  capable  of  the  thing  promifed,  but  doth  alfo 
inable  the  party  promifing  to  make  his  intended  goodnefs  mani- 
Mat.  1  $ .  5      feft.  It  is  faid  that  Chrift  could  do  no  mighty  works,  C  in  a  certain  ' 
Mark  6. 5.      p}ace  j  becaufe  of  the  peoples  unbelief.  Did  mens  unbelief  weaken 
Chrifts  hands,  and  can  it  ftrengthen  thofe  of  the  King  ?  I  con- 
ceive no  man  can  juftly  tax  the  King  of  any  breaches  in  this  kind, 
unlefs  they  can  (hew,  that  his  promifes  were  abfolute,  and  not- 
withstanding their  continuation  in  Rebellion  and  oppofition  a- 
gainft  him  ;  or  at  leaft  can  name  fome  one  particular  of  them, 
ffor  which  they  took  his  word  and  waited  on  him,  in  the  way 
of  obedience  )  which  he  did  not  perform  to  the  uttermoft  of  his 
power. 

3.  Whether  thofe  men  (who  take  fuch  pains  to  have  the 
King,  accounted  it  in  the  world  a  Promife- breaker)  be  themfelves 
free  from  the  fame  crime  ;  whether  they  have  been  precife,  and 
punctual,  in  keeping  all  their  Oathr,  Tromifes,  and  Proteflations 
made  unto  the  King  :  If  not,  it  may  fee  fufpecled  that  their  7V 
licy,  is  greater  then  their  Honefiy  -y  and  that  they  hope  to  cloud 
their  own  fault,  by  means  of  this  duft which  they  raife  againft 
the  King  ;  as  conceiving  that  men  wil  not  be  fo  uncivil,  as  to 
think  them  guilty  of  that  which  with  fo  much  mouth,  and  fieri- 
nek  of  Spirit,  they  cenfure  in  the  King.  And  yet  (  verily  )  ma- 
ny are  of  opinion,  that  it  cannot  be  (hewn,  from  any  ftory,  that 
there  was  ever  a  like  pack  of  perfidious  wretches,  under  the  cope 
of  Heaven,  profeffing  the  Chriftian  Protectant  Religion,  that 
have  broken  more  Oaths  of  Aliegeance,  Bonds  of  obedience,  and 
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*2>rotestatms  of  Loyalty  then  thefe  have  done. 

Again,  I  do  further  advife  the  Readers,  that  if  (from  any  2. 
paflages  in  thefe  Letters  )  they  ilial  conceive,  they  fee  in  the 
King  fome  failing,  concerning  his  trull,  and  dependance  on 
God  5  that  he  doth  not  fo  totally  caft  himfelf  upon  his  ftrength 
and  providence,  as  in  their  thoughts,  it  befeerneth  the  Anointel 
of  the  Lord  ;  and  as  at  the  beginning  of  his  troubles  he  refolved 
to  do,  but  feems  to  look  out  for  other  helps,  as  of  Forreincrs,  and 
people  of  another  Religion,  which  (in  their  apprehenfions )  is  not 
lb  proper  for  him  (a  Proteftant  Prince)  to  make  ufe  of :  YeC  be- 
fore they  pane  a  rigorous  cenfure  againft  him,  (  after  the  man- 
ner of  thefe  men  )  Let  them  alfo  conlider  of  thefe  three  par- 
ticulars. 

1.  That  the  King  is  in  the  ftate  of  Mortality,  and  fo  hath 
frailties  in  him  as  wel  as  others :  Nor  was  it  ever  known,  that 
Faith  was  at  all  times  alike  ftrong,and  lively  in  the  beft  believers  • 
fomtime  they  have  relied  wholyupon  God:  but  fomtimes  a- 
gain  they  have  been  ful  of  doubtings,  fpecially  when  afflictions 
have  bin  hard  upon  them,  and  God  feemcd  to  (land afar  off.  Da~ 

vid  at  fome  time  thought  that  God  had  quite  caft  him  of,  and  pf  ,^  ^  & 
forgotten  him  ;  though  fomtime  again,  he  could  fay,  that  God  \\\ts 
f$u  falvation ;  and  when  Teter  that  great  Apoftk  felt  himfelf  fin-  Mat.  14. 30. 
king,  his  Faith  failed  him :  Now  confidering  how  tedious,  bitter, 
and  heavy  the  Kings  afflictions  have  bin,  we(vvho  are  more  frail) 
(hould  rather  magnifie  and  admire  the  ftrength  of  Gods  grace  in 
him  5  that  hath  fupported  him  fo  far,  and  fo  long,  then  condemn 
him  for  his  weaknefs  ;  the  beft  of  us,  ("perhaps )  had  defpaired, 
and  bin  diffracted  or  dead  long  ere  this,  under  the  like  continu- 
ance of  a  far  lefle  burden. 

2.  That  neceffity  is  a  Tyrant,  andforceth  men  beyond  their 
wils,  and  purpofed  inclinations,  and  therfore  Seneca  wel,  Mag- 
num imbecillitatis  noftra,  patrocinium  neceffitas,  oju<&  omriem  legem 
frangit,  it  breaks  all  laws,  and  refolutions,  and  thrufts  a  man  with 
a  kind  of  Authority  into  by-paths  :  it  did  David,  when(notwith- 
ftanding  Gods  particular  promife  to  fettle  him  in  the  Throne 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  after  a  large  and  frequent  experience  of 

Gods  delivering  him  from  <W>rage  )  he  laid,  I  fid  one  day  lSjun  2I 
periftj  by  the  hand  of  Satd ;  and  thereupon  ufed  (  that  which  is     "*  '  7 
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now  counted  an  mdireft  mean)  for  his  prefervation,  the  help  of 
JForreiners,  and  men  of  another  Religion :  He  fought  protection 
from  aAchifb  king  of  Gath;  and  indeed  behaved  himfelf  in  his 

Gen.ii.n.  court  (being  there  alfo  put  to  his  fhiftsjfomwhat  unfeemly.  And 
fo  Abraham  notwithftanding  God  had  promifed  him  his  fpecia! 

Gen.io.2.  guard,  wherupon  he  had  the  more  reafon  to  be  confident,  and  to 
depend  upon  him,  yet  being  in  a  ftrait,  to  fave  his  life,  ufed  an  un- 
dired:  mean  two  feveral  times,  and  hazarded  the  lofs  of  his  wives 
Honour. 

Our  King  hath  had  no  fuch  perfonal  and  fpecial  promifes  of 
Gods  prefervation,  as  thofe  holy  men  had,  therfore  if  he  had  bin 
fo  weak  in  faith,  (as  fome  wil  happily  apprehend  him)  yet  had  he 
(hewn  himfelf  therein,  but  the  [on  of  David,  the  fon  of  ^Abraham. 
It  would  doubtlefs  better  become  the  beft  of  us,  to  pray  with  the 
Pfahnf  .8,  pfalmift,  Let  not  the  rod  of  the  wicked,  He  alway  upon  the  back^  of 
the  Righteous,  left  the  righteous  put forth  his  hand  mto-  wickednefs  ; 
then  to  condemn  or  cenfure  a  righteous  Prince,  for  his  putting 
forth  his  hand  for  forrein  help,  in  a  caufe  of  this  nature,  when  he 
is  in  danger  to  be  deprived  both  of  life  and  Kingdom:  but  more 
of  this  hereafter. 

3.  Let  it  be  remembred  how  highly  guilty  of  hiring,  and  im- 
ploying  forrein  aid,  thefe  his  Accufers  with  their  faction  are, 
who  oppofe  his  Majefty :  notwithftanding  that  great  ftrength 
of  (hips,  arms,  wealth  and  men,  which  are  at  home  under  their 
Command,  they  have  the  aid  of  all  men,  whomfoever  they  can 
get  or  hire,  to  help  them  in  fpoyling  the  King,  they  called  in  the 
Scottipj  Nation  to  this  purpofe,  and  ic  is  wel  known  by  divers 
*T  Cornwall  w^ere  *  ncer  tmrtv  °f  tneu*  men  being  at  once  taken  together 
when  Efebis  Pnfoners,  were  found  upon  examination  to  be  of  fix  feveral  Na«- 
Army  was     tions,  and  all  Papifts :  wherfore  then,  may  not  the  King  fight 
there  defeated  tvith  his  Enemies  at  their  own  weapons,  and  oppofe  ftrangers  to 
by  his  Majefty.  ftrangerSj  Papifts  to  Papifts  ?  Is  it  fo  great  a  fin  in  him  to  ufe  fuch 
men,  and  are  they  no  whit  to  be  blamed  for  the  fame  thing  ?  may 
not  he  with  as  much  dependance  upon  God,  do  in  his  neceflity, 
what  they  do  in  the  midft  of  plenty  ?  may  they  imploy  forrein 
aid  to  thruft  him  out  of  his  inheritance,  and  may  not  he  with  as 
good  leave  make  ufe  of  the  like,  to  keep  the  pofreffion  of  what 
God  hath  given  him  ?  furely  upon  this  confederation,  if  the  King 
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for  his  part,  be  worthy  of  cenfure,  they  alfo  deferve  a  portion 
of  the  fame  Condemnation  :  no  honeft  man  but  is  of  this  judg- 
ment. 

This  is  that  advice  which  I  propound  to  the  indifferent  Rea- 
ders ;  and  which  I  conceive  to  be  moft  agreeable  to  Chrifts  Go- 
fpel :  if  they  now  pleafe  to  follow  it,  they  may  ( through  Gods 
blefling)  not  only  be  kept  out  of  a  finful  path,  but  alfo  have  bet- 
ter fatisfa&ion,  in  the  matter  difcourfed  upon,  then  they  are 
likely  to  receive  from  thefe  Annot.u or s,  whom  I  write  againft  ; 
for  thefe  High-boys  fay  plainly,  that  all  fuch  who  are  not  of 
their  opinion,  are  perfeSl  Aialign ants and  not  worthy  of  any  reply 
or fati.fatliont  at  all  in  this  point,  viz..  at  their  hands.  And  they 
further  proceed, faying, 

Our  Caufe  isftil  the  fame, as  it  Was  when  the  King  fir  ft  took^Arms,  Libel 
and  as  it  was  when  the  King  made  moft  of  thefe  Oaths  and  Prof  eff- 
orts. Our  three  Proportions  concerning  the  Abolition  of  Epifcopa- 
cy,the  Setling  the  Militia  of  the  three  Kingdoms  in  good  hands,  by 
the  advife  ef  Parliament,  ^Vindication  of  the  Irifh  Rebels  be- 
ingall our  main  demands  at  the  Treaty  in  February  laft,  and  no  o~ 
ther  then  the  Propo fit  ions  fent  m  June  1 642.  before  any  ftroak^ftrucf^ 
wil  bear  m  witnefs,  that  we  rather  have  ftraitnedy  then  enlarged  our 
(fomplaints.  But  were  oar  cafe  altered^  as  it  is  not,  or  were  we  worfe 
Rebels  then  formerly .  &c. 

Thefe  words  are  added  to  evidence  their  former,  And  the  Ar- 
gument in  them  ftands  thus, 

If  our  Gaufe  be  ftil  the  fame  as  at  the  Beginning,  and  our 
felves  as  bad  Rebels  as  we  were  at  firft,  then  the  King  is  fuch  a 
one  as  we  do  repute  him,  or  would  have  him  believed  to  be,  and 
thofe  that  thinkjbetter  of  him  are  per  fecit  Malignant s,  and  as  unwor- 
thy of  future  fat  isfatlion,  as  we  judge  them ;  But  our  Caufe  is  ftil 
the  fame,  as  it  was  at  the  firft,  and  we  are  as  bad  Rebels  as  at  the 
beginning,  Ergo. 

The  Minor  in  this  fyllogifme  we  fhal  cafily  grant :  But  did  we 
not  underftand  how  unworthy  we  are  in  their  account  of  any 
reply,  we  (hould  be  bold  to  deny  the  Major :  For  we  conceive 
not,  how  either  the  unalterablenefs  of  their  Caufe ,  or  their  per- 
fiftency  in  maintaining  it,  can  prove  the  King  (  who  oppofeth 
both  it  and  them  )  to  be  as  they  report  him.  Indeed  if  their  re- 
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ports  of  him  were  of  a  clean  contrary  nature  to  what  they  are,* 
the  Argument  might  wel  ftand,  for  the  longer  he  perfeveres  to* 
refift  Rebellion,  and  rebellious  men,  the  more  fully  doth  heap-' 
prove  himfelf  according  to  his  Title  and  rroferTion,  The  De- 
fender of  the  true  Faith,  and  a  tender  Father  of  his  Country  ;  for  the 
'continuance  otthzit  caufe,  and  of  them  in  their  way,  fpeaks  a  con- 
tinuance, if  not  an  increafe  of  their  ftrength,  and  this  mult  needs 
iijfcr a  decrease  of  t#e  Kings  Power,  becaufe  what  they  have  is 
taken  from  him  ;  and  the  Kings  wcaknefs  affords  an  opportunity 
of  fnewing  his  own  true  worth.  He  being  debarred  of  outward 
affiftaacc  and  fupportments,  is  fcparated  from  that,  which  makes 
disfigured  Monfters  look  handfomly.  Patience  is  a  more  fubftan- 
tial  virtue  then  temperance,  and  he  that  endures  famiiliing  with- 
out alteration,  hath  more  virtue,  then  he  that  comes  from  a  feaft 
without  a  forfeit. 

But  I  wil  not  fpend  words  to  them  that  lift  not  to  reply, 
wherfore  defiring  all  men  to  obferve  the  fimplenefs  and  infuifi- 
ciency  of  their  Argument,  for  the  proof  of  what  they  wourd 
have  it ;  I  fhal  £hew  the  reafon  why  their  Caufe  is  ftil  the  fame 
as  at  the  beginning,  when  the  King  feft  took  up  Arms  in  his 
own  defence.  It  is  fin  a  word J  becaufe  themfelves  are  ftil  the 
fame.  Traitor sy  Heady,  High-minded,  lovers  of  themfelves,  (of 
their  own  lufts  and  wils)  more  then  of  God,  their  King  and  Coun- 
try ;  nor  indeed,  can  men  ever  love,  where  they  have  caufe  to 
fear :  they  muft  ftil  miftruft,  without  all  hope  of  reconciling 
whom  they  have  injured  beyond  all  remedy  of  amends  ,•  Injuri- 
am  qui  tulk  oblivifci  pot  eft,  qui  fecit  wampum  >  though  the  King 
in  his  goodnefs  may  forgive,  yet  they  in  their  guiltinefs  cannot 
believe  :  and  therfore  they  are  ftil  the  fame  men,  and  their  Caufe 
is  ftil  the  fame* 

Befides,  they  have  entang|ed  themfelves  in  fuch  a  labyrinth  of 
mifchiefs,  as  fin  their  own  apprehenlionsj  they  have  no  place 
left  of  acknowledging  their  error,  without  a  total  ruine,  both 
of  their  Effaces  and  Perfons,  therfore  alfo  having  learned  the 
wifdome  of  Spes  quif^fthi,  ^iro  t&m&iv  they  are  ftil  the 
fame  men,  and  their  caufe  u  ftil  the  fame. 

And  moreover  too,  fhould  they  deny  themfelves  in  the  Icaft 
particular,  or  retrace  an  hairs  breadth  from  their  firfl  pofition, 

what 
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what  a  Jealoujie  might  it  breed  in  peoples  heads  of  their  infalli- 
bility ?  how  eafily  might  thofe  whom  they  have  led  all  this  while 
on  the  blind  fide,  fufpect  them  alfo  erronious  in  other  matters  ? 
and  fo  might  they  come  to  be  defpifed  in  thofe  minds,  wherin 
hitherto  they  have  been  cnLhrined  with  all  devotions.  Peoples 
love  is  commonly  according  to  their  hope,  it  grows  and  fades 
with  it ;  therfore  fhould  their  hopes  in  thefe  kw  State-men  be- 
gin to  fail,  their  love  towards  them  might  fail  too  5  yea,  and 
perhaps  be  turned  into  hatred  of  them  ;  and  fo  people  returning 
to  their  former  Lojalty,  might  force  thofe  grand  Impofters  ( that 
have  feduccd  them  )  to  yeild  up  the  U^Lilitia  to  its  right  owner, 
and  betake  themfelves  to  the  due  order  of  their  predeccflfours  in 
former  Parliaments,  which  to  do,  as  yet  they  have  no  intention, 
and  therfore  are  fill  the  fame  men,  and  their  Caufe  it  ftil  the  fame, 
as  at  the  firft,  when  they  forced  their  Soveraign  in  his  own 
defence,  to  make  ufe  of  thofe  few  Arms  his  friends  brought 
him ,  even  to  maintaine  that  breath ,  which  God  had  given 
him. 

At  which  time  to  dhTwade  ( if  pofliblc  )  from  this  un  natu- 
ral W ar,  which  he  faw  they  did  intend,  ( and  forefaw,  would  be 
destructive  to  his  poor  Subjects )  the  King  endevoured  to  heal 
their  ulcered  minds  with  all  Princely  favours,  and  true  {hews  of 
truft ;  to  which  purpofe,  he  made  many  of  thofe  promifes,  which 
they  reckon  up  (in  a  reproachful  way,as  not  performed  by  him ; 
at  the  end  of  their  notes  ;  and  wanting  other  means  to  manifeft 
further  the  reality  of  his  heart,  in  thofe  his  profeflions,  (they 
having  robbed  him  of  all  his  power  J  he  did  for  their  very  fakes, 
("that  they  might  have  the  more  aflured  confidence )  confirm  his 
fromifes  with  an  Oath ;  but  they  being  othenvife  refolred  (  as 
now  appears)  would  themfelves  believe  neither ;  nor  would  they 
(  fo  much  as  in  them  lay )  fuffer  any  others  to  credit  any  thing 
which  the  King  did  fay  or  fwear.  How  many  loyally  difpofed 
Miniflers  did  they  imprifon,  and  take  their  livings  from,  only 
for  endevouring  to  make  their  Soveraigns  honeft  mind  known 
unto  his  Subjects,  by  pubiifhisg  his  Declarations  (  upon  his  Com- 
mand )  to  that  purpofe  ?  And  how  many  times  alfo  did  them- 
felves fet  forth  perverfe  notes,  and  contradiftory^/oj^/,  upon  the 
Kings  Books,  that  fo  the  people  might  karn  from  them,  to  mif- 

conftrue 


120 


A  Vindication 


conftrue  his  fincere  and  good  intentions.  Indeed  becanfe  they 
were  but  new  State-men  ^iny  of  us  thought  it  rather  an  ignorance 
in  them  of  wars  miferies,then  any  refolved  purpose  of  a&ing  Nero, 
in  deftroying  their  own  Mother  Church  and  Ration,  which  cau- 
fed  them  at  nrft  to  take  up  Arms ;  for  though  an  eafie  Capacity 
might  forefee  that  they  could  do  nothing  by  fuch  an  enterprife, 
but  increafe  their  own  fins,  and  the  fins  of  the  Kingdom ;  yet  we 
were  willing  to  lend  what  charity  we  could  to  the  worft  handed 
undertaking ;  but  their  perfiftency  in  their  favage  courfe  makes  us 
now  fear,  that  even  AhabAikc  they  ftrook  at  firft  of  all,  a  Cove- 
nant with  Hel  it  felf,  and  fold  themfe  Ives  to  workjvickedriefs.  But 
(alas,  alas ! )  befides  their  loffe  of  Chrift  and  God,  what  wil  they 
purchafe  hereby  to  themfelves  ?  not  the  Titles  of  Fathers  of  their 
Country ,  as  they  might  have  done,  had  they  behaved  themfelves 
accordingly,  and  believed  their  Soveraign :  But  Mafters  of  a 
flaughtery  wil  they  be  called,  becaufe  they  delight  fo  much  in  the 
Jlaughtery  of  mankind  :  Pofterity  wil  judge  them  to  have  6in  Sa- 
tans  darlings  in  their  generation  :  the  fore-men  of  his  fliop,  whom 
he  im ployed  to  a&  his  moft  glorious  Stratagems,  his  generofa  fee- 
lera,  his  choiceft  villanies ;  his  divina  myfteria  iniquitatis,  his  di- 
2  King.  21.  i6.  vine  myfteries  of  iniquity  :  Indeed  they  have  (Manafeh-Wke  J  £51— 
z  Cor.23.12.  led  the  Nation  with  innocent  bloud,  and  made  the  whole  Land  a 
very  tAcheldama  or  field  therof :  And  oh  that  it  would  pleafe 
the  Judge  of  all  the  world  to  deal  with  them,  as  he  did  with  that 
UvLmaftchy  bring  them  into  Bonds  and  Chains,  that  fo  if  poffible 
they  might  be  humbled,  as  he  was,  before  they  go  hence  and  be 
no  more  •  but  I  return  to  them. 

It  is  yeilded  (as  they  fee)  that  'twas  the  truth  they  fpake,when 
they  faid,  their  Caufe  Wat  ftil  the  fame,  a*  When  the  King  firft  took. 
Arms,  and  as  when  he  made  moft  of  his  Oaths  and  profejftons.  And 
fo  in  like  fort  is  our  God  the  fame  ftil,  as  when  the  King  was 
firft  at  Nottingham,  and  there  fet  up  his  Standerd  :  But  they  tel 
us  further,to  their  former  purpofe,that  their  demands  at  the  Trea- 
ty in  February,  were  no  other  then  thofe  fent  in  June,  1642.  before 
any  flroke (truck.  Which  Argument  they  repeat  over  the  fecond 
time,  in  the  53.  Page  of  their  notes.to  the  fame  end  alfo ;  our  de- 
mands (  fay  they)  at  V  abridge  in  February  1644.  were  the  very 
fame  as  they  wen  in  June  1 642.  (indeed  they  are  as  boldjas  high, 

as 
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as  unreafonable  to  the  full:  Ergo,  (fay  they  J  The  King  hath  no 
reafon  to  look^upon  us  now,  any  otherwife  then  as  he  did  then.  All  this 
is  very  true;  who  denyes  it  ?  thefe  men  (fure)  love  to  difpure 
with  their  own  fliadows :  The  King  had  caufe  to  look  upon  them 
then,  as  he  doth  now  ;  though  now  he  hath  caufe  to  exprefs  him- 
fclf  further  againft  them,  then  he  did  then  :  It  is  the  courfe  which 
Godhimfelf  takes  when  people  Rebell  againfthim:  He  endea- 
vours at  firfl:  to  reduce  them  by  promifes,  and  allurements  unto 
obedience  ;  but  if  chey  flight,  and  contemn  thefe,  and  oppofe  him 
the  more  for  his  lenity  and  goodnef?,  he  then  ufeth  to  exprefs 
himfelf  with  more  wrath  and  feverity  againft  them,  and  hath  rea- 
fon for#it,  we  doe  not  apprehend  that  the,King can  tranfgrefs, 
(whatever  thefe  wife  men  fay,)  fo  long  as  he  walks  in  the  way  of 
God  ;  though  he  did  not  call  them  by  their  proper  name  at  fir  ft, 
yet  now  he  may. 

But  for  this  their  Argument,  which  they  feeme  (by  their  often 
ufeofit)  to  be  fo  proud  of;  had  they  any  true  touch  or  taft  of 
Chriftianity  in  them,  they  would  blufh  to  ufe  it.  The  Propositions 
are  the  fame  now  as  they  were  two  or  three  years  agoe;  fcil.ful  as  high, 
full  as  unreafonable  ;  and  is  this  to  their  commendation  ?  Is  it  to 
their  praife,  that  the  ihedding  of  fo  much  Chriftian  bloud,  hath 
wrought  no  Remote  at  all  in  them  ?  no  obedience  at  all  to  Gods 
word,  (which  comm2nds,ifpojfdle3to  live  peaceably  with  all  men  f) 
no  fttbmijfton  to  their  King,  who  hath  fo  often  wooed  them  with 
the  tenders  of  mercy,  and  pardon  to  be  quiet  >  No  Humanity,  no 
Tlety  to  their  poor  native  Count rey,  that  lyes  a  bleeding  to  de- 
ftrudion?  is  this  a  matter  to  be  gloryed  in  now,  that  they  are 
ftill  as  ftirfe  as  ever?  as  far  from  practicing  thefirft  leilonin 
Chrifts  Schoole,  ( the  point  of  felf-denyall,)  as  if  they  had  never 
heard  one  word  of  Chriftianity  ?  furely  this  their  glory  will  one 
day  be  their  fhame  •  and  God  grant  it  may  fo  be,  before  the 
great  day,  that  then  (if  poflible)  they  may  find  mercy. 

Truely  this  their  impenitency,  and  hardneffe  of  heart,  may  af- 
ford us  great  matter  of  Admiration;  that  neither  all  the  bloud 
that  is  {Led,  nor  Gods  protection  of  the  Kings  perfon  among  fo 
many  treafons  and  dangers ;  from  their  malice,  and  againft  fuch 
multitudes  of  men,  who  both  by  fecret  trcacheryes,  open  Hofii- 
lityesj  foul  mouthes,  black  pens,  and  bloudy  hands,  have  endea- 
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•    deavoured  his  ruinc :  Nor  yet  thofe  remarkable  judgements,  up- 
on Brook^y  Hampden,  and  Hotham,  three  of  the  nm  inltruments 
of  motion  in  this  Rebellion  ;  together  with  many  other  2{otable 
Accidents  of  Gods  providence  upon  many  other  of  their  Aflbci- 
la^he  "have   ates  5  *  *    ^  lt  m2i^  we^  ^e  matter  °f amazement  to  us,  that 
been  paydaYC   nonc  °^  tnel^e  tmngs  have  been  able  to  worke  any  touch  of  Con- 
home  in  their  fcience,  or  alteration  unto  good  in  them ;  pray  God  (therefore ) 
own  coyn  fa    they  be  not  given  up  to  a  Reprobate  fenfepmd  that  the  feal  of  dam- 
many  wayes    nati0n  be  not  fet  upon  them. 

felves  have  Indeed  (they  fay)  they  have  rather  ftraitned  then  enlarged  their 
dealt  with  their  Complaint,  (of  which  this  their  libellous,  and  defamatory  book 
Soveraigne3 )  is  a  fufficient  witnefle )  their  propofitions  aifo  they  have  ftraitned 
that  they  wculd  from       t0  ^  but  it  is  proportion  Arithmetic  a  non  Geometric  a  y 

thr/nL^hen  ^0r  tnefe  tnree  containc  in  tnem  as  mucn  as  En0^c  l9>  an(i 
Kins,  Iud.1.7.  more  if  pofllble.  Well,but  what  bethefe  3.  Propofitions  which 
(hid' they  but  they  now  ftick  fp  clofe  unto?  themfelves  fay,  they  are  thefein 
as  much  fence  their  order. 

He^e  Mid  The      cone  ernes  the  Abolition  of  Epifcopacy ,  for  pulling  down 

As  we*  have^'  of  thLc  Church.) 

done3fo  God  The  fecond  concerns  the  fettling  the  UWilitia  of  the  Kingdome  in 
hath  rewarded  good  hands  by  the  advice  of  the  Parliaments  for  the  pulling  down  of 
us*  the  Kingdome,  or  Kingly  ftate. ) 

The  third  concernes  the  Vind  cation  of  the  Irijh  Rebellsy  (  or  the 
full  completion  of  a  perfect  BabelL)  Indeed  the  method  is  rightly 
futed,  for  the  reftauration  of  a  (fhats.  Firft  down  with  a  well  go- 
verned Church »,then  with  a  Vtd  ordered  State,  and  then  a  Butcher- 
ly confufion  follows  prefently,  not  onely  in  one,  bur  in  all  places. 
But  I  (hall  take  the  boldnefs  to  make  a  few  queres  about  the  par- 
ticulars. 


Sect. 
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Sect.  XIII. 

I .  of  their  Proportions  at  Uxbridge  :  Foure  Pretences 
for  their  abolition  ofEpifcopacy.  2.  Four  true  Rca- 
fons  of  that  their  finfull  requeft. 

1.  \  X  THy  the  Abolition  of  Epifcopacy  ?  Was  not  their  pre- 
V  V  tence  and  promife  at  tirft  to  make  the  Chilrch  Glori- 
cusy  and  according  to  the  Tattem  of  Primitive  times?  and  was 
not  the  Church  then  Governed  by  Bifiops  f  Was  not  the  Do- 
clrine  and  Difcipline  of  this  particular  Churchy  fettled  herein 
King  Edwards  dayes  by  Hi/hops,  (who  fealed  the  fame  after- 
ward with  their  bloud  ?)  and  hath  ever  any  particular  T^ationall 
Church  fo  flourifhed,  as  this  hath  here  done  under  that  Govern- 
ment ?  did  the  firft  eftabliftiers  of  any  other  Ecclefiafticall  Difci- 
pline,  ever  give  fo  reall  and  fubftanciail  a  Teftimony  of  confirmati- 
on as  thefe  did,  to  what  they  had  in  this  kind  done  ?  Or  was  their 
work  ever  approved  with  a  like  meafure  of  Gods  blefling  ?  Hath 
ever  any  one  Church  fince  the  Afcenfion  of  our  Saviour,brou?ht 
forth  in  four-fcore  years  fpace,  fo  many  learned  men,  defenders 
of  verity  y  and  oppugners  of  Antichriflianity  t  So  many  able  Prea- 
chers and  expounders  of  holy  Writ?  fo  many  knowing  Chriftian^ 
and  well  gifted  people  of  all  forts,  as  the  Church  of  Englandtexh 
done,  under  the  Government  of  Epifcopacy?  And  muftitnow 
be  abolifhed  in  all  hafte  >  For  what  caufes  I  pray  ?  Pretences  they 
have,  which  we  will  firft  confider  on ;  and  their  true  reafons  af- 
terwards N 
1.  They  fay,  becaufetis  Impiovts,  VvlawfulUmi  zsfntichrifti- 
an  :  Were  then  thofe  Martyr  RfaoySyCranmeryRidly  yHoopery  La- 
timer ,  Farrer ,  all  Antichriftian  ?  Were  Jewell,  Downam,  An- 
drewsy  Abbot y  King,  and  many  others  of  that  Order,  (that  writ 
againft  Antichrift )  all  themfelves  Antichriftian  t  Muft  Gods 
Wifdome  now  receive  a  check  for  furfering  his  Church  to  flourifri 
thus  long  under  a  Government  Antichriftian?  Will  this  new 
Generation  undertake  to  teach  the  Almighty  alfo,  to  rule  his 
^  T  2  Flock 
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Flock  and  Family,  (better  then  He  hath  hitherto  done,/  by  their 
Abolition  of  Epifcopacy  1  Indeed  fo me  of  them  have  taught,  that 
Bier  archie  it  felf  was  AntichriJl,though  Scripture  fpeaking  of  An- 
tichrift,calls  him  a  man  offing  not  a  finful  Order^  Hierarchy  were 
any  fuch  thing)  but  no  marvail  that  thofe  who  think  they  can 
teachGod  himfelf,do  take  upon  them  to  contra  did:  the  Scripture. 

O  but  (fay  they)  the  Romijh  Religion  is  sAntkhriflian,  and  the 
Government  of  that  Church  u  bj  Efifcofacy  :  And  yet  this  Govern- 
ment is  more  Ancient  then  that  Religion  ( as  now  profefled )  and 
therefore  that  Religion  cannot  make  it  tAntichnftian :  Nor.  is 
that  Church  aAntichriftian  becaufe  of  that  Government ;  but  ra- 
ther becaufe  the  precepts  of  men  there,  (like  our  Ordinances  of 
Parliament  here)  are  preferred  before  the  Word  of  God.  The 
Bifcops  there  are  called  aAntichriflian,  becaufe  ("like  our  men  of 
lVeflminfler)xhty  are  fuch  abrogators  of,and  fuchdifpenfers  with 
GodsLawes,  and  fuch  tyrannous  exactors  and  importuners  of 
their  owne :  Eecaufe  (like  them)  they  are  (or  have  been  ac  ieaft 
fomeofthem)  fo  treacherous  in  their  pretences,  fo  barbarous  in 
their  executions,  fo  contrary  in  their  doings,  to  the  meek  and 
milde  Doctrine  ofChrifts  Gofpell,  breathing  forth  cruelty,  fire 
and  fword  againll  thofe  that  are  not  of  their  own  opinior^though 
no  otherwife  offending  them,  then  in  their  defiring  to  amend 
them  :  Becaufe  they  are  in  their  conditions,fo  like  uato  thofe  that 
would  from  amongft  us  abolifh  Epifcopacy,  therefore  are  the  Bi- 
[bops  in  theRomilli  Church  called  AntichriftUn,  and  for  no  other 
reafon. 

Their  Second  Argument  or  pretence  why  Epifiopacy  muft  be 
cAbolilbed>  is,  becaufe  (fay  they)  all  other  Reformed  Churches 
have  aboli[hed  Bi[bopsy  and  till  we  have  abolifoed  them  too.  Refor- 
mation will  not  be  perf  eel  in  this  Nation.  This  Reafon  is  fa lfe  ;  Or 
were  it  true,  yet  the  conclufion  from  it,  is  molt  unci ue:. The 
Churches  in  Denmark^,  Sweviay  and  Poland  do  retaine  Epifcopacj, 
after  the  manner  of  the  Greeks  and  Ruffian  Churches,  and  thofe 
of  zAfric^  and  the  Eajleme  Countries.  And  for  thofe  parti- 
cular Churches  that  have  abolifhed  that  Government,  it  is  firfl:  to 
be  enquired,  (before  there  be  a  conformity  to  their  practice) 
whether,  therein  they  have  done  well,  or  no,  and  whether  fince 
that  time,thcy  have  thrived  better  without  it,  then  we  have  done 

that 
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that  have  enjoyed  it.  If  it  be  rcmembred,  what  is  recorded  to  be 
fiid,  at  the  meeting  at  Dort  to  our  Englifh  Divines,  by  fomc  of 
thcm,that  were  Tent  thkher  from  thofe  other  reformed  Churches, 
concerning  their  own  unhappinefs,  in  refpeft  of  the  want  of  fuch 
an  Epifcopal  Governmi  nt  as  ours  was,  and  concerning  our  Chur- 
ches felicity  in  its  enjoyment  therof ;  perhaps  it  would  be  con- 
cluded, that  this  (imilitude  aymed  at  with  other  Churches,  is  on- 
ly in  mifery  and  imperfections,  and  that  thofe  other  fo  admired 
Churches  come  fhoit  of  ours,  in  perfection  of  Reformation,  and 
not  ours  of  them  ;  and  of  this  opinion  (doubt  lefs)  were  thofe 
wife  and  learned  Divines  of  the  Religion  (as  they  are  called)  in 
France,  who  petitioned  the  Cardinal  Rkhlieu  fas  I  have  heard 
credibly  reported)  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  have  Biiliops 
over  their  Congregations ;  But  he  anfwered,  No,  for  then  you 
Would  have  c.t  leafl  the  face  of  a  Church  among  you. 

That  learned  Gentleman  Sir  Edwin  Sands,  tels  us  mhis  Eu- 
rope Speculum,  that  the  Papifts  are  more  aWedWiih  the  Reformation 
■of  Rdgion  in  England,  then  With  that  in  any  other  Country ,  and 
have  bin  (fays  he )  more  bufe  in  their  attempts  againft  our  Church, 
as  cenceiving  it  to  be  moft  per  feci  of  any  other, in  regard  of  that  peace- 
able avid  orderly  alteration  introduced  therein,  which  Was  not  (fays 
he )  in  a  tumultuous  headlong  way, as  was  that  in  other  Churches,  but 
by  the  general  confent  of  the  Prince  and  Realm,  reprefentatively  af- 
fembledin  folemn  Parliament,  as  alfo  in  regard  of  the  contiyiuation  of 
the  Government  by  Bifiops,  and  vocation  ofCMinifters,  which  the  in- 
considerate Weaknefs  of  other  Churches  did  not  retain,  or  rather  the 
violent  Wickednefs  of  profane  men,  {coveting  the  Churches  pofejfi- 
o?is)jrould  not  fuffer.  Thus  he. 

L'ut  now  we  have  (amongft  our  feives)  fome  above-board,who 
(it  feemes)  are  refolved,  though  with  the  deftrucTion  of  Church 
andKingdome,  to  free  the  Papifts  from  their  Ancient  dread; 
they  will  have  all  things  here,  as  they  are  and  have  been  in  other 
Churches  :  that  former  orderly  Reformation,  which  did  fo  awe  the 
Ad  verfary,  fhall  be  over-done,  and  made  perfect  by  an  heady  tu- 
multuous innovation ;  our  Government  by  Bifhops  fhall  be  quite 
abolifhed  even  root  and  branch;  and  all  the  Churches  Revenues 
fhall  be  imployed  to  prophane  ufes ;  that  fo  we  may  be  fully  con- 
formable to  other  Reformed  Churches^  this  is  the  ifiue  of  their  fe- 
cond  Argument.  T  3  Their 
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Their  3.  Pretence  to  the  famepurpofe  is  this,  Blfiopj  muft  be 
abolifbed,  becaufe  they  have  been  (jpecially  of  late  )  fuch  enemies  m- 
to^andTerfecutors  of  Gods  TeoflcjvU.  thole  of  their  Fa&ion.  For 
(as  if  they  were  all  Kings  of 'China)  they  ingrofleto  themfelves 
the  title  of  Film  Coeli,  Gods  Children,  Heiresof  Heaven,  with 
exclulion  of  all,  that  be  not  of  their  opinions,  I  pray  God  they 
may  prove  fo  at  laft :  but  as  yet  ( ftire  we  are)  their  actions  pro- 
claim them  to  be  Filios  infemi  rather. 

Ihe'BiJhops,  in  regard  of  their  office  and  place  in  the  Church, 
were  bound  in  Confcience,  as  they  would  anfwer  it  to  God  and 
the  King,  to  fuppreflfe  Schifme,  to  keep  down  Fatlion  and  Rebelli- 
on}  and  to  punilh  thofe  that  were  Seditions  -y  and  they  apprehen- 
ding (from  fomeftrange  poficions  vented  in  Pulpits,  and  from' 
the  refraftorineffe  which  they  found  in  fome  fpints,  unto  the 
Government  eftablifried )  that  fome  great  mifchief  was  in  hatch- 
ing, did  endeavour  to  hinder  the  fowing  of  that  feed,  which  hath 
brought  forth  thefe  bitter  fruits,  which  now  (alas!)  this  whole 
Nation  feeds  upon,  and  weepes  under.  Now  becaufe  they  would 
not  fleep,  and  fuffer  thofe  envious  ones  to  fcatter  their  tares  into 
peoples  Hearts,  fo  quietly  as  fome  defired,  therefore  they  open 
the  mouth  againftthem,  asagainftthe  Enemies  and  Perfccutors 
of  Gods  People.  Perhaps  ( as  was  faid  before )  every  particular 
of  the  Bifhops  might  not  be  fo  wary  and  confederate,  in  the  ma- 
nagement cf  what  they  did,  as  had  they  known  the  event  of 
things  they  would  have  been  :  and  perhaps  too,  they  imployed 
fome  perfons  of  too  courfeor  bafe  an  Alloy,  to  adt  in  the  bufi- 
nefle,  who  pulled  up  wheat  and  Tares  together,  or  peradventure 
fometime,  and  in  fome  places  the  Wheat  atone,  and  not  the  Tares 
at  all ;  and  fo  the  Bifhops  good  intendments  became  fcandalou?, 
by  the  ilnefle  of  their  inftruments :  Butlbeleeve  now,  (experi- 
ence hath  taught  it  to  all  fober  men J  that  it  will  be  confefled, 
the  Bijhops  were  not  fuch  great  perfecutors  of  Gods  People,  or 
Hunters  of  Chrifts  Flock?  as  was  fo  Joudly  voyced,  but  rather 
good  Shefheards  that  endeavoured  to  keep  under  thofe  ravenous 
wolves,  who  now  fo  much  deftroy  it.  Ask  but  the  Country  Far- 
wcr,md  even  he  will  now  tell  you,that  fince  the  Abolition  ofEpif- 
copacy  ,hzth  been  in  hand,  Chrifts  Sheep  and  his,  have  had  but  un- 
fafe  and  unquiet  pafturage,  in  compare  with  that,  which  they  en- 
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joyed  formerly ;  and  thus  have  we  feen  the  ftrcngth  of  their  }« 
Pretence  or  Argument. 

A  4.  followes  and  tis  this,  Epifcopacy  muft  be  abolifhed,  be-  ^ 
canfe  it  hinders  the  punifhrnent  offinne,  in  that  brotherly  way,  which 
fuits  with  Chrifis  rule  in  the  Gojpell,  which  fayes,  if  thy  brother  Matt  8* 
cffendyjirfty  tell  him  of  it  in  private  between  him  and  thee,  if  he  doc 
not  reform,  then  carry  two  or  three  with  thee,  and  admonifh  him 
the  fecond  time;  if  he  will  not  yet  hear,  then  Die  Ecclefu,te\\  it  to 
the  Church,  and  make  apublike  manifestation  of  his  wickednef?.. 
But  by  the  abolition  of  Epifcopacy,  this  difcipline  of  Chrifl:  (hall  be 
fetup;  mens  reputation  may  befaved,  and  their  monies  too, 
(which  is  needlefly  fpent  in  Bilhops  Courts)  and  people  may  be 
kept  in  good  awe  without  charges. 

So  they  fay  :  And  the  Warre  they  have  raifed  to  punifh  Deft*, 
quents,  doth  Efficiently  difcover  their  brotherly  way  •  but  not  to* 
infifl:  upon  that ;  let  us  conlider  how  well  they  have  begun  to  put 
their  difcipline  in  execution  with  particulars.  Firft,  in  the  publi- 
cation of  their  fo  muchftudyed,  and  unmannerly  Rcmonflrance 
againft  the  King,  they  begun  their  difcipline  at  the  wrong  end, 
even  at  Die  Ecclefid,  or  at  Die  Mundo  rather,  before  theyfo 
much  as  touched  upon  a  firft  or  fecond  ^Admonition :  Yea,  and 
though  His  Majefty  before-hand ,  by  his  fupprefling  offenfive 
Courts,  and  eftablifhing  a  Trienniall Parliament,  had  largely  te- 
ftified  His  refolution  of  rectifying  what  was  amifs,  had  the  things 
been  true  which  they  Charged  upon  him. 

And  2.  how  Ecclefaftically  have  they  dealt  with  him  now  alfo, 
in  their  divulging  thefe  his  Letters,  whereby  they  have  done  their 
^  word  to  make  him  accounted  an  Heathen  and  aspublican,  with- 
out ever  fo  much  as  the  lcaft  hint  or  brotherly  Admonition  before 
hand.  But  perhaps  they'l  fay  the  King  is  a  lingular  perfon,  and 
confidering  the  ftate  of  oppofition,  wherein  at  this  prefent  he 
ftands  with  them,  (or  they  with  him  ;)  he  is  not  worthy  or  capa- 
ble of  any  fuch  refpeft  at  their  hands.  Let  us  confider  therefore, 
how  fairly  they  have  proceeded  with  others,  and  how  according 
unto  Difcipline* 

And  to  this  purpofe  let  us  but  remember  one  particular  which 
was  before  mentioned,  viz.  how  at  theirfirft  meeting,  when 
they  took  from  the  BHhops  power  of  puniflung  finne ;  they 
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madeakinde  of  apublick,  Oyes,  to  the  whole  Kingdome,  and 
put  the  fame  in  print,  that  none  might  plead  ignorance  of  it,  and 
lent  it  into  all  parts  and  corners  of  the  Land  ;  whereby  they  in- 
vited all  the  Raikuliiy  of  the  Nation,  to  bring  up  to  Weftmir.fler 
all  the  complaints  they  would  or  could  againft  the  LMinlfiers  cf 
fefets ;  which  were  there  received  with  all  alacrity  and  cheerful- 
nefs,  though  never  fo  falfe  or  fo  malitious :  and  in  their  open 
Committees,  the  man  in  the  Chaire  would  give  the  Title  of  Sir, 
and  Mafier  at  every  word  to  the  bafeft  beggerlieft  villainc,  that 
had  but  the  fore-head  to  come  before  them,  and  ad:  the  Devills 
part  againft  his  Minifter  :  and  fometimes  alfo  on  the  other  fide, 
he  would  rattle  up  and  ht- Sirrah  the  MefTenger  of  the  Lord, 
before  the  rabble ;  and  all  this  before  any  firft  or  fecond  Admo- 
nition •  yea  perhaps,  before  they  knew  upon  proof  whether  he 
were  guilty  of  any  fault  or  no ;  onely  they  fitw  fomewhat  writ- 
ten againft  him  in  a  paper. 

And  then  further  yet,  left  the  negligent  world,  fhould  chance 
to  forget  in  after- Ages,  this  remarkable  Aft  of  Zeal  and  Dif- 
ciplvne  in  them,  concerning  the  Keformation  of  the  Clergy :  One 
*j*hn  White,  (then  a  choice  Member  of  the  Lower  Heufe,  though 
now  gone  to  his  proper  place)  did  make  a  Book,  and  ^Authoriz^ed 
it  his  own  felf,  wherein  the  faid  prefentments  (though  ne^er 
proved  )  were  tranfmitted  to  pofterity,  and  this  was  his  Die 
Eccltfa.  And  to  the  end,  that  forreigne  Nations  alfo,  as  well  as 
the  Children  yet  unborne,  might  the  more  fully  note,  and  know, 
the  Chriftianity  of  thefe  zAbclifbers  of  Epifcepacy  y  they  Authori- 
zed in  like  manner  one  William  T>riny  (a  dear  friend  we  may  be 
Jfure  of  the  Bifhops)  to  write  an  Hiftory  in  two  volumes,  (beiide 
his  Commentary  upon  the  aArek-Bifiops  2{ote-Booke)  whereja 
all  the  obliquities  of  the  Bifhops  that  were  whifpered,  or  could 
poflibly  be  invented,  were  at  large  recorded,  which  was  a  "Die 
Ecclefa  to  the  purpofe. 

If/V*»had  made  good  ufe  of  that  great  Reading,  which  he 
would  the  world  fhouid  thinke  him  guilty  of,  he  might  have  re- 
xnembred  that  the  Ancient  Councells,  when  they  deprived  any 
Eifiop>  never  recorded  the  offence,  but  buried  it  in  perpetuall  fi- 
lence.  Or  had  reafon  bore  any  fway  in  him ,  though  things 
blameworthy  had  been  in  the  Bilbops,  yec  to  afcend  from  their 
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pcrfons,  unto  their  calling,  and  to  draw  that  into  qucftion,  he 
would  have  judged  it  high  Injuftice  ;  but  for  thofe  his  Books,  I 
leave  him  to  the  torture  of  his  owne  Confcicnce  :  when  he  writ 
them,  he  was  (furelyj  in  that  his  Tartarean  Extafic,  which  his 
brother  John  Goodwin  affirmcs  him  to  be  fometimes  in,  and  then 
(fayes  he  )  he  /peaks  the  Dialccl  of  Dragons.  And  (by  the  way),  that 
the  world  may  the  better  know  him,  let  but  the  Teftimony  be  re- 
membred5which  the  faid  learned  brother  of  his,  gives  publickJy  of 
him:  Since  the  mountains( faith  he)  *  were  bronght  forth  and  fetled,  *  Calumny  ir- 
it  may  probably  be  thought,  that  there  was  never  any  fin  of  Adam,  raigned  &  csft: 
who fe  pen  made  a  broader  digreffion,  from  that  Chriftian  brotherly  Or,anfwerto 
way, which  him (elf 'freaks  of  then  his  own  ;  for  lool^as  low  as  the  earth 
is  beneath  the  Heavens,  fofar  is  Mr.  Prins  way  of  dealing  with  his  intituled 
friends  beneath  that  which  is  Chriftian  and  brotherly  :  (  and  if  fo,  Truth  Tri- 
we  cannot  fuppofe  him,  to  deale  better  with  thofe,  whom  he  ac<  umphing  over 
counteth  his  enemies  )  He  can  (pit  Beares  and  Tigres,  Lyons  and  p*^ood* 
Dragons,  where  other  men  can  fee  nothing  but  Doves  and  Sheep  *  p^?*Jj"ejuf 
and  hath  eyes  given  him  to  condemn  all  the  world  befide  ofblindneffe  •  dern. 
this  is  the  very  Teftimony  which  John  Goodwin  one  of  the  Parlia- 
ment Minifters  giveth  to  the  world  of  William  Prin ;  and  He  pro-  Pag.i  z. 
fejfeth  folemnly  wit  hall,  that  himfelf  can  hardly  refrain,  from  ta- 
king a  folemn  Vow,  and  proteftation,  in  the  fight  of  God,  Angels  and 
men,to  have  no  more  to  doe  with  him,either  in  word  or  deed,  untill  He 
turnes  Christian :  But  (as  I  faid  before^  I  leave  him  to  the  torture 
of  his  own  Confcience,  as  well  as  to  John  Goodwins  cenfure,  and 
return  to  my  proper  bufinefs. 

I  remember  the  fore-  named  Sir  Edwin  Sands  in  his  fore-men- 
tioned difcourfe,tells  us,  that  when  he  writ  the  faid  book,(which 
is  above  50.  years  ago,  )  the  Fapifts,  (  in  their  hatred  againfi  the 
Church  of  England)  did  give  out,  that  they  had  a  Booke  in  hand  of 
the  lives  of  the  Minifters  of  England,  viz.  of  defamation  againit 
them  :  if  that  Booke  be  not  yet  out,  (  as  for  ought  I  know  it  is 
not,  for  want  of  matter  perhaps  to  make  up,  or  ftrength  to  bring 
forth :  )  they  may  now  fpare  themfelves  the  labour,  for  Job* 
White  and  William  Prin  by  ftrong  Authority,  have  done  the  work 
for  them;  and  with  as  perfect  fpight  and  vilenefle,  as  theworft 
of  them  could  poffibly  have  done  it. 

I  wifti  with  my  ioule  that  diUblute  and  corrupt  Miriifters,upon 
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fufficiefifteftimony  of  their  guilt,  had  in  a  dee  and  orderly  way, 
received  exemplary  punifhment,  to  expiate  the  fcandall  and  re- 
proach, which  by  their  meanes  hath  been  caft  upon  our  Holy  Of- 
•iice  and  fun&ton :  but  undoubtedly  the  courfe  which  Prin  and 
'White  have  taken,  and  which  thefe  t&ftikflrrs  of  Bifhops,  have 

•  countenanced  them  in,  is  moft  bafe  and  beggerly  -}  and  altogether 
\ unworthy  ingenuous  and  true  Noble  fpirits :  Sure,  had  their  de- 

•  lights  been,  to  have  foared  on  high,  in  the  pure  and  candid  paths 
i  of  verity,  they  would  have  difdained  in  that  fort,  to  have  raked 

in  the  puddles  of  obfeenity  :  but  in  that  to  their  bafendfeof  difr 
i  coveryes,  they  have  added  Injuflice  too,  and  fuftered  Mdice  to 
1  prefer,  Spight  to  increafe,  and  Slander  to  taint,  all  that  was 

tkme  in  this  nature;  they  have  defervedly  purchafed  to  themfelves 
.  a  place,  with  the  grand  Calumniatour  himfelf,  whofe  title  is,  The 

necttfer  of  the  Brethren, 

And  thus  we  have  feen  what  their  grand  pretences  are,  for 


word  doth  )  to  the  Bonds  of  Wedlock^,  and  punifheth  thofc  that 
vitiate  themfelves  in  forbidden  pathes,  by  ordering  them  to  (land 
in  a  white  fheety  or  to  pay  a  good  fum  of  money  for  a  Commu- 
tation :  Yea  fome  perfons  of  place  and  note  in  the  world,  ( who 
think  it  no  fhame  to  commit  folly,  but  to  be  reproved  for  it)  are 
liable  to  fuffer  rebuke,  and  fo  difgrace ,  (  as  they  take  it)  for 
their  wantonneflc ;  if  Bifiops  continue  ftill  Honourable  and  in 
efteem  amongfl:  us,  (for  the  outward  dignity  of  the  reprover  adds 
much  vigour  to  the  reproof  with  fome  men  :)  Wherefore  that 
people  might  be  free,  and  enjoy  their  Liberty  Without  check  or 
Controule,  the  Perfons  of  Bifliops  muft  be  vilified,  their  Eftates 
and  revenevvs  taken  away  from  them,and  their  Jurifdidion  from 
henceforth  quite  abolifhed. 

Indeed  it  makes  all  modeft  men  blufh  to  hear  whatHarlottry 
and  hlthinefs  is  voiced  to  be  practiced  and  countenanced  (even 
by  them  that  would  be  efteemed  the  Reformers  of  our  Church 
and  Nation,)  fince  the  Ccurts  which  punifhed  that  fin  have  been 
fupprefled,  (notwithstanding  Gods  heavy  judgements  upon  the 
Nation  ever  fince  $ )  nor  muft  men  now  fpeak  their  minds  freely, 
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for  feare  of  being  accounted  difajfetled  perfins,  Enemies  to  the 
State,  and  to  the  Triviledges  of  Parliament :  But  as  Saint  Paul 
faid  in  his  time  to  the  Corinthians,  fo  I  muft  fay  (  for  I  am  Gods 
Minifter )  to  thofc  above  board  in  thefe  dayes,  Ihear  there  is  fuch 
fornication  committed,  and  fuch  filthynefs  luffcred  to  goe  unpuni- 
shed amongFtjou,  as  is  not  to  be  named  among  Saints,  much  lefs  to 
be  connived  at,  by  them  that  would  be  cfteemed  members  of  the 
High  and  Suprcame  Court  of  f  aft  ice.  It  was  not  thus  when  Efif- 
copacj  was  in  force,  nor  when  Bifhops  had  their  place  in  Par- 
liament :  O  might  there  but  come  forth  an  Ordinance  to  warrant 
and  encourage  all  men  to  bring  in  Complaints  againfl:  Bawds, 
Panders  and  Harlots,  with  their  abetters  and  maintainers,  (  as 
there  was  once  to  invite  all  that  would,  to  bring  in  accufations 
againfl  Gods  Minifters, )  the  world  might  haply  fee,  orheare 
fome  new  Centuryes  of  ill  livers,  yea,  and  proofs  too  into  the 
bargain  :  Yea  perhaps  they  might  hear  how  fome  unworthy 
Members  have  attempted  to  ravifli  and  defloure  Ladies  of  Ho- 
nour, and  no  punifliment  infll&ed  for  the  fame  ;  How  fome  o- 
thers  neglected  their  own  wives,  have  kept  divers  lewd  women, 
yea,  and  allow  yearely  penfions  to  filthy  Bawds  to  furnifti  them 
with  fuch  Commodities,  for  the  fatisfying  their  brutifh  lufts,  and 
bafe  appetites :  How  fome  have  defloHred  young  Virgins  whofe 
Parents  (  in  refpeft  of  their  abufed  Children  )  are  unwilling  to 
publifh  their  di&onour  to  the  world  :  How  fome,  having  com- 
mitted this  vile  wickednefs  with  young  Gentle- women ,  have 
ufed,  (  or  advifed  )  to  meanes  to  hinder  conception,  yea  and  to 
deftroy  the  fruit  in  the  wombe  when  conceived,  (which  I  beleeve 
in  the  fight  of  God  is  no  lefTe  then  rank  murder.)  How  fome  (ha- 
ving undone  Gentlemen  of  good  quality,  by  takiag  away  their 
cftates,)  have  taken  advantage  of  the  poverty  of  their  Children, 
and  allured  their  daughters  (  perfonable  and  proper  women)  un- 
to their  own  bafenefle,  to  the  lofie  of  their  Honours  and  preci- 
cious  Soules  for  ever ;  (  and  to  continue  in  thefe  courfes  without 
controule  is  thought  by  many,  to  be  one  of  the  chief  defigncs 
which  divers  of  thefe  new  reformers  ayme  at ;  )  I  fay,  thefe  and 
many  fuch  like  things  might  haply  be  eviner.ced  to  fome  mens 
ftume  fif  they  have  any  left  in  them,,) might  but  as  free  leave  and 
Countenance  be  granted  to  impeach  fuch  perfons,  as  was  once  to 
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This  reafon  I  accufe  Gods  Minifters :  Well,  fomemcn  imagine  this  to  be  one 
received  htely  reafon  0f  che  Abolition  of  Epifcopacy ;  that  the  Fathers  of  Gods 
mem  of  ilheTs  Church  might  not  have  power  to  punifli  and  fupprefs  fuch  kind  of 

and  therefore  offenders. 

thought  fit  to  2.  Hecaufe  Epifcopacy  is  the  upholder  of  truth  and  order:  this 
infert  it  in  the  js  evident  enough  to  be  another  reafon  :  themfelves  cannot  deny, 

Sd&S^  chat  the  fame  was  firft  ordaincd  &  cftabll{1^d  in  the  Church,  for 
W.C  1  *  °~~  a  Remedy  againft  Herefies,  Secte*  and  Schifraes,  (which  even  in 
the  Primitive  times  began  to  fpring  up  among  Chriftiaus ;  the 
Smectymnifts  themfelves  confelfe  this)  and  alfo  for  the  main- 
taining of  Order  and  Decency  in  Gods  worflvp  and  fervice :  wher- 
fore  truth  and  order,  being  the  things  which  thefe  men  purpofc 
to  fupprefle  and  deftroy,  (as  appeares  by  that  in-!et,  which  they 
have  given  to  all  falfe  Doctrines  and  Teachers,and  by  that  confu- 
fion,  which  they  have  fe tup  in  all  places;)  therefore  aneceflity 
lyes  upon  it,Eptfcopacy  mull:  bcAbolifoedps  being  a  main  obstructi- 
on to  that  their  intendment  or  undertaking  :  This  is  the  fecond. 

3.  Becaufe  Epifcopacy  is  a  great  friend  to  Monarchy ',  a  maine, 
Tupporter  of  it.  King  fames  upon  experience  and  obfervation 
was  wont  to  fay,  No  Bifiop,  no  King  ;  which  faying,  thofe  that 
found  moft  fault  with  it,  do  now  endeavour  to  make  good  unto 
the  full,  for  they  intend  the  utter  deftruclion  of  Monarchy  in  this 
Kiagdome,  (as  will  appeare  by  their  words  anon )  a  form  of  Go- 
vernment indeed,  which  their  Fatlion  have  alway  maligned  and 
laboured  to  deftroy  ;  King  fames  in  his  Bafilkon  Dor  on,  pag.  4. 
f  which  he  made  before  he  was  King  of  England)  complainesof 
the  men  of  this  faction,  then  in  Scotland,  how  they  did  ufe  to  ca- 
lumniate him  in  their  popular  Sermons,  not  (fayes  he  J  for  any  evill 
or  vice  in  me,  hut  becanfe  I  am  a  King,  which  they  thinkjhe  Highefl 
evill:  andagaine,  they  irfcrmed  (faieshej  the  people  that  Kings 
and  ^princes,  were  naturall  enemies  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Church,  and 
could  never  patiently  bearc  the  yoake  ofChrift,  ( which  hath  been 
the  very  Doctrine  of  thefe  times.)  Wherefore  that  wife  King 
was  moft  fpecially  cartfull  all  his  dayes,  to  countenance  and  efta- 
blilh  Epi  copacy  in  all  His  Kingdomes  ;  not  onely  as  the  main  pre- 
fervcr  of  Religion,  butalfoasthe  fpeciali  upholder  of 'Monarchic ; 
and  he  layes  it  as  a  charge  upon  his  Son,  to  imitate  him  therein. 
And  indeed  thefe  innovators  know  full  well,  that  they  cannot 
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bring  their  dcfigr.es  to  effect  againfl  Monarchy,  without  the  Abo- 
lition of  Epifcopacy  •  for  this  keeps  dovvne  thole  unruly  ricryfpi- 
rits  of  the  Miniltry,  which  arc  ufed  as  chief  incendiaries  in  all 
Sutc-Combuflions ;  this  reftraincs  them  from  reproaching  their 
betters,  and  Speaking  cvill  of  Dignities  •  this  maintaines  that  (fom- 
.    won  form  of  Tray  er  in  this  Church  eftabliihed  ;  by  the  ufe  whereof 
as  by  a  daily  Sermon  of  obedience,  peoples  hearts  are  feafoned 
with  Duty  and  Loyaltie  ;  h  that  they  are  taught  continually  *  to  *  Jq  ^  ' 
acknowledge  God  to  be  the  or.ely  Ruler  of  Princes,  and  the  Kings  Colle&s  or  1  ' 
Heart  to  be  in  Gods  Haxd,\\ho  alone  muft  be  fought  untO,tO  guide  prayers  for  the 
and  difpofe  the  fame;  in  that  Mo  we  are  all  taught  (as  we  are  King, 
fobjefts)  daily  to  confider,  that  it  is  Gods  Authority  which  the 
King  hath  ;  and  that  we  are  faithfully  toferve,  Honour ;and  humbly 
obey  Him  in  God,  and  for  God,  Viz.  becaufe  God  hath  fo  com- 
manded 3and  becaufeHe  is  in  Gods  own  {lead  by  his  appointment, 
and  ordination  over  the  people.  And  by  many  other  fuch  like 
Divine  and  Godly  exprefiions,  people  are  taught  in  their  ufe  of 
that  book,to  make  profclTion  of  theirPuty  &  Loyaltie  unto  their 
Prince,  all  which  make  directly  againft  thefe  men,  and  their  de- 
fignes;therefore  Epifcopacy  the  upholder  of  this  book(as  the  main 
impediment  to  their  Project)  do  wn,&  thefimmon-prayer  Bookjoo, 
without  any  reafon  *  at  all  alleadged  on  their  parts,  that  take  up-  *  Stet  pro  ra- 
on  them  to  be  the  Abolijhers.  In  a  word,  Epifcopacy  with  her  tione  voluntas. 
Common- Prayer  Book,  will  not  admit  T reafon  to  ftand  in  the  firft 
rank  of  Chriftian  vertues,  (as  thefe  new-Reformers  would  have  it) 
nor  be  held  the  faired,  and  fhorteft  way  to  Heaven;  Ergo,Shc  and 
that  too  muft  be  both  Abolijbed;to  make  way  for  the  downfall  of 
Monarchy,  in  this  late  mod  flourilliing  and  happy  Kingdom.:  Thi& 
is  the  third  Reafon. 

The  4.  is,  becaufe  the  King  at  Hi*  Coronation,  did  take  a  Solemn* 
Oath  to  maintain  Epifcopacy,  it  being  the  Government  thenefta- 
blifhed  in  the  Church  ;  and  the  endeavours  of  thefe  men  are  not 
only  to  deftroy  the  Kings  Honour,  by  their  Tongues  and  Pens  ; 
His  Body  and  Eft-ate  by  their  violence  and  opprefiion  :  but  alfo 
His  Soul  (if  they  can  poffibly)  by  forcing  upon  Him,  the  guilt  of 
perjury ;  which  if  they  could  effect,  befide  that  unappeafeable 
grief,(wh;ch  in  fo  tender  a  Conlcience  as  the  Kings  is)thcy  know 
they  fhoiiid  create ,  they  would  alfo  purchafe  to  themfeives,  an 

V  3  Argu- 


134-  o^f  Vindication 

Argument  for  confirmation  of  thofe  their  flanders  already  caft 
out  againft  him,  to  the  fame  purpofe,  viz.  that  he  is  regardlejfe  of 
keeping  his  Oath  and  Promife.  And  bcfides  too,  if  they  can  make 
him  their  Inftrutnent,  to  mine  the  (fhurch  of  God,  ( which  he  loves 
fo  dearly  )  and  to  deftroy  Monarchy  and  Kinglj  Government , 
whereby  himfelf  and  his  poilerity  are  fupported  :  if  they  can 
make  him  their  ^f£f»r  to  mine  himfelf,  it  will  fpeake  them  ad- 
mirable gifted,  and  to  have  out-gone  all  the  Machivillians 
that  ever  were  before  them  :  moft  worthy  therefore,  and  fit  to 
enjoy  the  Supremacy  in  the  State,  and  to  be  feared  of  all 
people. 

And  then  further  yet,  if  they  can  get  the  King  at  their  motion, 
to  Abdijh  Epifcopacyjhey  (hall  occafion  him  to  break  the  Charge 
which  his  Father  layed  upon  him  to  the  contrary  in  his  Bafilicon 
Uoron,  which  he  calls  his  Teftament :  The  Charge  and  Caveat 
Baf.  Dor.  p.42.  there  given,  is  iD  thefe  words :  Take  heed  (my  fonne )  of  thofe  Pu- 
ritans which  aime  at  a  parity,  who  are  the  very  pefts  in  Church  and 
Common-Wealth,  whom  no  deferts  can  oblige,  no  Oathes  or  promifes 
binde,  they  breathe  nothing  but  Calumny  and  Sedition,  afyiring  with- 
out meafure3  railing  without  reafon,  and  making  their  own  imagina- 
tions ( without  warrant  of  the  Word)  the  fcjuare  of  their  Conference, 
I  protefi  before  the  (jreat  God,  (and  fine  e  I  am  here,  as  upon  my 
Teftament,  tis  no  place  for  me  to  lie  in  )  that  you  {ball  never  finde 
with  any  Hye-land  or  Border-theeves,  greater  ingratitude,  m$re  lies, 
and  viler  perjuries,  then  With  thefe  phanatick  ft/irits  :  <*^fnd  fuffer  not 
the  Principals  of  them  to  brooke  your  Land,  if  ye  like  tofitatrefi, 
except  you  would  keep  them  for  to  tryeyom  Patience,  ^/Socrates 
did  an  evillwife, 

Thefe  were  the  words  of  the  Kings  Father,  wherefore  fliould 
His  Majefty  let  thefe  men,  with  his  good  will  and  approbation 
beprincipall  in  the  Church,  and  yeild  for  this  purpofe,  to  their 
defires  in  abolishing  Epifcopacy  I  God  (doubtlefs)  would  be  much 
offended  with  him3for  not  minding  the  Commmandement  of  his 
Father  :  Yea,  and  peradventure  too,  thefe  his  tempters  would 
goe  neer  afterward,  to  fugged:  unto  his  Subjects,  ffor  they  have 
mouth  and  fore-head  enough  to  do  it)  that  the  King  like  his  Tre- 
deceffour,  Edward  the  fecond,  had  negletled  to  obferve  his  Fathers 
.Teftament,  and  therefore  (as  one  under  Gods  curje)  ought  merit  ori- 
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$uflf  to  be  dealt  tvithall,  as  Ed  ward  the' fecund  vtas'firfl  depofed>  and 
then  put  t$  death,  and  fo  would  they  make  ufe  of  that  Ad:  of  his, 
in  fortifying  thcmfclves  another  way,  to  do  him  a  further  mil- 
chief  :  but  God  we  truft  will  prevent  them,  and  guide  him. 

And  thus  we  have  feen  the  true  reafons  of  their  firft  Propofiti- 
on  concerning  Abolition  of  Epifcopacy ;  And  we  hope  if  HisMaje- 
fty  be  forced  as  Henry  the  third  was,  to  fubferibe  to  any  thing  a- 
gainft  his  will,he  will  do  as  forne  of  the  Martyrs  have  don  in  a  like 
(traite ;  firft  of  all  require  of  them  that  urge  thefe  unreafonable 
proportions  upon  him,  f  before  he  flgnes  them)  to  imprecate  pub- 
likcly,  and  in  afolemn  manner  upon  themfelves  and  pofterities, 
•  all  the  demerit  of  guilt  and  fin,  which  fhall  be  incurred  at  Gods 
Hand  by  fuch  i  fubfeription.  If  their  Confidences  think  there  be 
no  finne  in  the  matter,  they  will  eafily  doe  it ;  but  if  they  re- 
fufe ,  it  will  manifeflly  appear  to  the  whole  world  that  they 
are  moft  devillifhly  minded  thus  to  prefle  the  King  to  things  un- 
lawfull. 

Intthe  next  place  they  required  fettling  of 'the  Mtlkia  of 'the 
three  Kingdomes  in  good  bands  by  advife  ofTarliament. 


Sect,  XIIII. 

i.  Their  mtreafonablenejfe  in  de firing  the  CMilitia t&be 
in  their  fole  diffofall :  Four  weak  and  dangerous  preten- 
ces for  it.  2.  Four  true  Grounds  of  this  their  de- 
mand. 3.  Now  finfull  dangerous  a  thing  it  would 
he  to  the  Churchy  People,  and  Kingdome  if  the  King 
Jhouldgrant  it. 

TT  is  to  be  noted,  the  Militia  not  of  one,  but  of  three  King- 
Jl  domes ;  they  muft  have  al^or  none ;  as  Mofes  would  not  leave 
an  Hoofe  behinde,  with  King  Tharoab ;  fo  thefe  will  not  leave  a 
weapon  with  the  King.  They  will  have  the  whole  Militia  of  the  5. 
whole  Kingdomes  fettled  (fay  they )  in  good  hands.  Eat  what  Hands 
arethofe?  If  gentle,  peaceable,  and  Religious  hands  are  fuch; 

then 
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then  was  the  Militia  of  the  Kingdome  in  good  hands  before  ,  un- 
till  by  the  fraud  and  violence  of  thefe  demanders,  it  was  wrefted 
thence  :  But  if  by  good  Bands,  they  mean  fuch  as  have  now  griped 
the  fame  into  their  pofleflion,  God  forbid  that  the  King  Should 
ever  willingly  yeild  it  fhould  be  fetled  there,  or  that  the  people 
of  the  Kingdome  fhould  ever  confcnt  thereto,  for  fo  they  might 
puli  the  guilt  of  that  Innocent  bloud,  which  hath  already,  and  is 
ftill  likely  to  be  fhed  by  it,  (  while  fo  fetled  )  upon  their  owne 
heads. 

It  was  alwayes  ( till  now  )  without  fcruple  beleeved,  for  an  un- 
doubted truth,  rhat  thofe  hands  were  the  beft,  which  Gods  Word 
and  the  Law  of  the  Land  fo  judged,  and  committed  the  Militia 
into  ;  and  thofe  were  only  the  Kings,  no  law  Common  or  Statute 
can  be  {hewed,  whereby  it  was  ever  fetled  elfewhere;  And  in 

Rom.ij.4.  Gods  Word,Kings  though  Heathens^are  intituled  Gods  /word-bea- 
rers, in  refpect  of  their  office,  to  execute punijhment  upon  evil  doers. 

i.Sam.  13.2.      In  theftory  of  Ifiaels  Government,  we  read  of  King  Sauls 

2Sam.i$.  fekcled  bandy  which  himfelfe  alone  made  choice  of :  and  of  Da- 
vids Worthies^  and  of  his  appointing  Captaines  over  hundreds,  and 
over  thoufands,  the  Militia  it  feemes,  was  in  his  fole  hands  then  : 

x  Chro.  1 1.  Himfelfe  made  foab  the  Generall  of  his  Hofte,  and  difplaced  him 
again  at  his  own  pleafure  :  Indeed  we  know,  that  the  forme  of 
Government  in  thejewilh  Common~wealth,is  much  flighted  and 
fcorned  at  by  our  new  State-mongers,  as  weak,  unperfeel,  and  un- 
fit for  this  Nation  ;  the  Government  of  Heathen  Rome,  is  in  their 
Judgements  the  moft  abfolute,  and  this  is  that  (  fay  they  )  which 
they  afpire  after.But  we  are  of  opinion  that  God  Almighties  wif- 
dome  is  better  then  theirs  is,  or  then  that  of  the  Heathens  was : 
and  we  believe  that  thofe  Stqp- Governments  are  the  only  beft, 
and  moft  fit  for  Chriftians  that  come  ncereft  unto  that,  which 
God  himfelf  contrived,  and  prefcribed  unto  his  own  people; 
and  we  well  rermrnber,  when  ours  here  held  a  neer  conformity 
tinto  that, we  beft  flourished  :  Nor  can  we  conceive,why  the  fame 
we  had,  fhould  be  more  unfuteable  to  the  Nation  now,  all'upo:i 
thefuddain,  then  heretofore  ;  but  only  becaufe  thefe  Innovators 
have  at  the  prefent  unfitted  people  for  Gods  Yoak,  by-making 
them  Rebellious :  And  for  this  reafon  (  it  feemes )  we  muft  now 
forfake  the  direction  of  Gods  Word,  and  of  Law  cftablifhed,  to 

liftcn 
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liften  after  a  certain  new  advife,  from  thefe  few  mep,  who  call 
themfclves  tlx  Parliament :  who  as  if  all  wifdom  were  lodged 
in  them,  muft  take  upon  them,  to  Nominate  fome  New  good 
hands  to  fettle  the  Mditla  of  the  Kingdoms  in,  for"  after- times. 
But  we  are  confident  before- hand,  they  wil  ( like  him  that  chofe 
himfelf )  determine  only  for  themfelves;  and  judge  their 
own  hands  the  beft  of  all  others ,  though ,  ( alas  I  )  the 
whole  Kingdom  hath  felt  the  Contrary,  by  fmarting  expe- 
rience. 

But  may  it  not  be  imagined,  that  men  fo  exceffivcly  wife,  are 
ful  of  reafon  ?  what  therfore  may  the  grounds  be  of  this  un- 
reafonable  demand  .?  the  like  to  which  I  never  met  with  in  any 
ftory :  and  doubtlefs  fliould  it  be  granted,  the  King  (  as  himfclf 
fays  wel )  fhould  remain  'But  the  outfde,  but  the  pitlure,  but  the 
fign  of  a  King:  For  in  the  CMlitia  of  the  Kingdom,  confifts 
the  Kings  power,  his  Authority,  and  to  yeild  to  the  fetling  of 
this  in  any  hands  but  his  own,  were  to  yeild  up  his  Crown  it  lelf ; 
his  very  Kingdom.  Now  therfore  by  what  right,  or  reafon, 
they  fhould  claim  the  Kings  Crown,  I  cannot  imagine  ;  unlefs 
(  perhaps )  they  have  bargained  for  that  right,  which  the  Tope 
had  therunto,  by  King  Johns  rcfignation :  The  ftory  faies,  that 
the  King  received  it  back  of  the  Pope  to  hold  from  thenceforth 
in  fee  farm  of  Him,  and  his  Succeffours  for  the  yearly  rent  of  a 
iooo  Marks  $  Now  (perhaps)  upon  the  Kmgs  non-payment  of 
the  faid  rent,  they  have  gotten  the  Popes  right  conveyed  to  them, 
and  do  bottom  this  their  demand  upon  it :  and  that  ftritt  intelli- 
gence Vvhich  Lenthall  the  Speaker  brags  that  himfelf  keeps  with  the  j 
Cardinal!  Mazarine,  may  peradventure  be  about  the  fetling  of 
the  faid  conveyance ;  but  this  is  a  fecret,  which  the  people  muft 
not  know  of,  or  wil  not  believe,  (  nor  wil  I  prefs  it  upon 
them)  and  therfore  they  have  other  pretences,  and  fay,  they  de- 
mand it. 

I .  Becaufe  thofe  good  Hands  which  the  Parliament  wil  make 
choice  of  to  fettle  the  Militia  in,  are  fure  h*nds>  that  is,  hands  that 
may  be  trufted,  which  wil  never  part  again,  with  what  they  have 
once  griped,  or  laid  hold  upon  ;  never  a  pack  ef  Knaves  in  the 
world,  fhal  be  able  to  cheat  them  of  their  Magazines,  their 
Ships,  their  Towns,  and  Caftlcs,  if  once  the  whole  power  of  the 
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Kingdom  U  at  their  difpofing ;  they  vvil  not  take  mens  words, 
nor  believe  their  Oaths,  nor  credit  their  Honefties  afs  the  King 
hath  done  :  nor  wil  they  be  fo  fcrupulous  as  he  hath  bin,  of  gi- 
ving occafions  of  fufpicion,  to  his  inferior  Subjects.  Befldes 
themfelves  being(as  themfelves  fay)Gods  Children,have  all  power 
and  authority,and  what  ever  elfe  is  good  upon  the  earth,of  right 
belonging  unto  them,  as  their  proper  inheritance  >  though  hither- 
to it  hath  bin  kept  from  them  by  ufurpers,  ( fuch  as  Kings  and 
Trmces  are,  and  all  others  that  be  not  of  their  Fatlion )  ther- 
fore,  if  now  by  any  means,  they  can  but  be  (rated  in  their  own 
rights,  it  is  very  probable  that  they  wil  fee  the  whole  Kingdom 
deftroyed  rather,  then  part  with  the  fame  again/or  the  Ifraelites 
did  never  deliver  back  the  eAZ*Jpti*n  fe^els,  after  they  had  once 
borrowed  them  ;  nor  did  they  ever  refigne  to  Og  the  King  ofBa- 
fan,  his  Kingdom  any  more,  when  once  they  had  gotten  pof- 
feffion  of  it :  Ergo,  becaufe  thefe^W  bands  are  fuch  fure  hands, 
fuch  hold-fafting  hands,  they  would  have  the  Militia  fetled  in 
them. 

Indeed  we  do  remember  that  for  the  fpace  of  two  fevea  years 
before  this  unhappy  Parliament  did  begin,  vulgar  hearts  were 
fcafoned  with  this  Doclrine  ;  that  Gods  people  only  have  a  right  to 
the  things  of  ibis  life,  and  all  others  (Kings  and  all )  are  but  ufurpers 
of  what  thej  do  enjoy,  and  therfore  may  juftly  be  difpoflefTed  of 
the  fame,  by  them  who  call  themfelves  the  people  of  the  Lord.  But 
we  do  not  believe  this  to  be  a  true  Doctrine,  becaufe  drift  hath 
faid,  Hts  Kingdom  (or  that  which  properly  belongs  to  his  people) 
is  not  of  this  world ;  Therfore  we  conceive  the  Argument,and  rea- 
fon  built  upon  the  fame,  to  be  neither  fubllantial  nor  fufficient, 
but  only  a  bare  pretence,  to  gul  the  ignorant,  and  to  feduce  the 
fimplc. 

a.  They  dtfire  ( as  th§y  fay)  to  have  the  difpofal  of  the  Mili- 
tia, that  fo  they  may  go  through- flitch  With  their  Reformation,  fas 
they  call  it.  )  For  '( fay  they  )  it  is  bard iask^  we  have  underta- 
ken, and  like  to  he  long  in  doing,  for  we  pjal  meet  Vrith  many  rubs, 
and  therfore  have  need  of  Power  to  remove  obfirutlions.  Indeed  we 
grant  that  Rome  Vras  not  built  in  one  day,  it  was  many  years  before 
flie  had  gained  her  prefent  height  of  wickednefs  and  before  (he 
tould  reach  the  fame,  fiie  did  wrcft  the  tMMtia,  out  of  the  Em- 
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pcrours  hands,  whcrby  fhc  was  able  to  bring  her  Soveratgns  neck 
under  her  Popes  feet,by  making  him  glad  to  hold  the  flirrup :  And 
now  a  like  defign  being  here  on  foot,  it  mud  be  purfued  in  a  like 
method  ;  the  Militia  muft  hrft  be  feifed  upon  ;  befidc  the  do- 
ctrine of  ftriftian  obedience,  hath  bin  fo  long  rivetted  into  peo- 
ples hearts,  that  though  it  be  fhrewdly  fhaken  already,  by  thefc 
dfilitia-men,  yet  it  is  likely  to  fettle  and  appear  again,  unlefs 
they  have  the  ftrcngth  continued  in  their  violent  hands,  to  fup- 
prefs  and  keep  under  the  growth  therof. 

And  then  further  too,  that  Publkk^form  and  manner  of  wor~ 
Hupping  God,  wherin  people  have  bin  bred  and  nouriflied  in 
the  Church,  hath  bin  fo  decent,  and  Reverend  > .that  this  beaftly 
and  flovenly  way/which  thefe  Neto  Reformers  fas  they  call  them- 
felvesj  would  introduce  in  the  room  therof,  is  never  like  to  be 
wel  digefted  ;  and  therfore  as  the  Papijls  on  the  one  fide,  have 
need  of  a  bloudy  Inquifmon,  to  uphold  their  ridiculous  fopperies, 
and  fuperflkiopu  vanities  in  their  worfhip  of  God:fo  thefc  on  the 
other  fide,  have  as  much  need  of  the  Militia  to  maintain,  and 
force  their  mhandfome  carriages,  and  prcWundccencies  in  their 
ferving  of  him. 

But  thefe  men  pretending  to  reform  a  Chriftian  Church,  do 
they  not  make  ufe  of  a  wrong  initrument  ?  Was  the  Militia  of 
kingdoms  ever  appointed  of  God  to  fuch  an  end  ?  We  have  al- 
ways believed  that  the  JVorU  was  the  ordained  mean  for  fuch  a 
purpofe  :  the  SVcord  ofChrifls  mouth,  and  not  of  mens  hands, 
muft  both  cut  fin  from  Chrifts  members,  and  fubdue  his  enemies. 
Had  thefe  men  fet  up  a  faithful  teaching  Miniftry,  in  all  parts  of 
the  Kingdom,  we  might  have  hoped  for  fome  good  by  them  ; 
but  as  that  Pope,  who  caft  away  his  Keys,  and  betook  himfelf  to 
his  Sword  ;  fo  do  they  betake  them  to  their  iron  and  fteel,  they 
defire  the  CMMtia  of  the  Kingdom,  with  which  they  perfecnte., 
and  deftroy  the  faithful  Preachers,and  this  they  call  Reformation. 
Indeed  Anticljrifi  and  Mahomet,  went  this  way  to  work,  for  the 
erection  of  their  Religions ;  and  our  men  coveting  and  exercifing 
a  like  power,  to  a  like  end,  may  be  truly  called  their  Difciples, 
whom  they  imitate ;  we  would  fain  have  them  declare  wnto  us, 
how  this  courfe  which  they  take,  and  which  it  feems  (  by  this 
their  defire  )  they  are  refolved  to  proceed  in,  can  poflibly  confift 
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with  that  Religion,  whofe  root  is  truth,  whofe  branches  are  eha* 
rity,  and  whole  fruit  is  good  deeds,  both  towards  friends  and 
Micahj.^u.  enem[es  .  we  find  in  Mkah  the  Lord  complaining  of  fome  wic- 
ked Heads  of  the  people,  and falfe  Prophet^  who  jugling  together 

veil,  i  enjevour  t0  fapjdup  Sion  with  bloud,  and  ferufalem  with  ini- 

quity, ( and  had  got  the  Power  and  Militia  into  their  hands  to 
that  purpofc)  and  that  the  filly  people  might  think,  that  God 
was  wel  pleafcd  with  that  their  way,  they  would  (faies  the  Text) 
lean  upon  the  Lord,  and  were  fo  impudent  as  to  fay,  the  Lord  is  a- 
mong  us,  or  on  our  fide  :  But  how  did  the  Lord  take  this  at  their 
hands  ?  It  follows  in  the  next  Verfe,  Tor  your  very  fakes  (faies 

Vcrf.  x  a.  t0  tnem  j  Sian  fbal  be  plowed  like  a  field,  and  Jerufalem fial 

become  heaps,  and  by  thofe  unfit  means,  wherwith  they  preten- 
ded to  build  up  the  fame,  was  brought  to  pafs  its  deftrucTion. 
Wherfore  doubt lefs  this  fecond  Reafon,  which  is  alleaged, 
to  get  the  Militia  fetled  in  their  Hands,  is  not  only  Weak^, 
but  extreamly  Wicked ,  and  tendeth  not  to  Reformation ,  but 
to  the  deftmclion  and  mine  of  Chriftian  Religion,  and  of  the 
Nation. 

Thirdly,  They  pretend  it  Would  be  for  the  Peoples  greater  prefer- 
vation  to  have  the  Militia  of  the  Kingdome  fetled  in  their  oWngood 
Hands  :  for  (fay  they  )  We  ft  and  for  the  Teople ;  We  are  the  men 
whom  the  ^People  have  chofen,  and  t  her  fore  it  is  moft  likely ',  that  we 
fhal'imploy  the  flrength  of  the  Kingdom  be  ft,  to  the  Peoples  fafety. 
Which  above  all  things  is  to  be  looked  unto.  Thus  they  fpeak,  and 
wel  have  they  evidenced  their  pretended  care  for  us  the  People, 
fince  they  got  the  fword  into  their  hands ;  for  therwith  the  firft 
thing  they  did,  for  our  prefervation,  was  ( Muftapha,  or  Maho- 
*  I  am  not  cei>  met,  or  Amurath-\\ko.  *  )  to  cut  off  fair  Irenes  head ,  (  with 
tain  which  of  whom  indeed  the  whole  Nation  had  formerly  too  much  wanto- 
themitwas:   nized )  and  what  have  they  done  befide,  but  often  ftrewedour 

Books  to  help  ^e^s  anc*  mgh~wavs>  wich  ncaPs  °f  mangled  carkafTes,  and  fil- 
my memory?  W  our  Channels  with  the  fpilt-out  bloud  of  our  murdrtd  Coun- 
try-men ?  O  wo,  wo  and  alas  !  they  have  done  that,  quod  nulla 
pofieritas  probet,  quod  nulla  taceat ;  what  true  Englifh  heart,  with- 
out moft  bitter  Lamentation,  can  think  or  fpeak  of  their  doings  > 
What  perfecution  ?  What  bani/hment  f  What  confifcation  of 
goods/  What  corporal  bondage  ?  Yea,  What  cruel  tortures? 

What 
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What  mercilefs  burnings  i  What  fccrct  murders  I  Whatpublick 
maflacrcs,  have  they  committed  upon  the  people  of  this  Nation 
only  becaufe  they  refufed  to  renounce  that  truth  and  Loyalty 
which  themfelves  alfo  once  profefled,  and  we  ftil  maintain  :  tru- 
ly we  have  had  fuch  an  ample  experience  already  of  their  good- 
nefs,  in  our  prefervation,  that  we  publickly  profefs  to  all  the 
world,  we  daily  find  in  England,  what  our  poor  captive  Brethren 
do  feel  at  <*sfrgier,  that  there  is  no  fuch  cruel  Turbos  the  Renegade 
Chriftian. 

When  the  fole  power  of  the  Swo^d  cr  Mititia  was  in  the  Kings 
Hand,  the  poor  Country-men,  as  wel  as  the  rich  and  Noble,lived 
in  peace,  flept  fecurely  under  his  own  roof,  and  without  any 
fear,  did  eat  his  bread  with  gladr.efs :  he  could  fay  that  what 
he  had  bought  and  payed  for,  was  his  own  ;  and  if  any  did  in- 
jure or  opprefs  him,  the  Law  was  open  to  dahim  right.  But 
fir.ee  thefe  ne®  Prefervatours  ( as  they  call  themfelves )  are  rifen 
up,  thofc  Golden  days  are  vaniflied,  and  Iron  times  are  come 
upon  us,  *  Judgment  i<  turned  away  backward,  and  Jtiflice  ftandeth  *  ^lxrcmii  tc- 
afar  off:  Truth  is  fallen  in  the  ftreet,  andequity  cannot  enter.  Yea,  $a  Gaefar  h  - 
truth  faileth,  and  he  that  depart  eth  from  evil,  maketh  himfelf  a  prey,  bet,  vacuafque 
Efay  59. 1 4.1 5.  Our  Nobles  and  Gentry  are  debafed,  our  Rich-  domos  legefqs 
men  are  beggered,  and  many  thoufands  of  ail  forts  arc  killed  or  ^^mftu^" 
ftarved  :  the  whole  Commonalty  of  the  Kingdom-  in  the  Gene-  tJjtSfora. 
ral,  are  in  the  fame  Condition  with  the  Afles  of  France,  thought  Lucanus. 
tit  for  nothing  but  blows  and  burdens ;  no  man  can  now  com- 
mand the  ufe  of  his  proper  goods,  or  the  fefvice  of  his  own 
Children  :  we  hear  daily  of  rapes  and  robberies,  burning  of 
houfes,  depopulation  of  Towns  :  violence  and  oppreffion  reigns 
in  all  places,  and  confufion  is  poured  out  in  ful  meafure  among 
us  ;  infomuch,  that  our  wel-ordered  Common-wealth  that  was,. is 
tranflated  into  a  very  Conjuration  of  Tyrannies,  by  the  means  of 
thefe  men,  whofe  aims  and  endevours  are  only  to  keep  us  in  per- 
petual flavery,  Militari  Jure ,by  the  Militia^  which  yet  (forfooth) 
they  defire  may  be  fetled  in  their  good  hands  for  the  peoples  fe- 
curity  and  prefervation. 

Tis  true,  the  people  at  firtt  chofe  them,  and  now  they  feci 
them,  and  have  caufe  to  know  them :  and  to  confefs  of  them, 
that  they  are  very  Scorpions  to  them,  and  that  their  little  finger 
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is  ten  times  heavier  then  the  Kings  Loynes.  The  people  chofe 
them,  to  be  Arbytratours  on  their  fide  againft  their  King,  to 
comprimize,  as  it  were,  on  their  behalf,  fome  matter  between 
the  King  and  them,  (for  under  that  notion  do  the  peop'e 
commonly  chufe  their  Parliament  men  )  and  fuch  dial  only  be 
carried  on  their  fhoulders,  whom  they  apprehend  wil  be  moft 
ftiffe  againft  their  Soveraign,  as  if  he  were  the  only  great  Enemy 
to  their  welfare  and  profperity :  But  by  this  time  the  greateft 
part  of  them,  (we  believe)  are  othervvife  inftrufted,  and  (as  forae 
of  them  have  confefled)  their  apprehenfions  of  the  King  and  Par- 
liament, (as  they  ftand  now  in  the  tearms  contradiftincl  and  op- 
pofite )  is  like  that,  which  the  Heathens  have  of  God  and  the  De- 
vil: as  thofe  adore  the  Devil  with  gifts  and  facrifices,  for  fear 
of  mifchief  from  him,  fo  do  thefe  the  Tar  Uamcnt ;  but  God  (  fay 
the  Heathens )  is  good,  and  Veil  do  us  no  harm  '»  fo  (  fay  thefe  )  ig 
the  King,  and  therfore  they  neglect  to  do  him  fervice :  And 
(doubtlefs)  might  people  have  but  liberty  now  to  fpeak  their 
minds  freely,  they  would  utterly  renounce  the  prefer  vation  of 
thofe  their  Arbitrators,  and  defire  again  the  Kings  protection, 
after  the  manner  of  former  times :  And  wheras  thefe  new  Go- 
vernors defire  to  have  the  Militia  of  three  Kingdoms  fctled 
in  their  own  hands,  for  our  greater  fecurity,  wemuft  needs  ap- 
prehend from  the  proof  they  have  given  us,  of  what  they  pro- 
mifed  us,  that  this  their  pretence  is  but  one  of  thofe  bitter  jW/, 
which  in  fcorn  at  our  fimplicities  for  thinking  them  to  be  honeft 
men,  they  caft  upon  us :  Sed  Dens  v index ,  God  dial  one  day  fit 
in  judgment  on  them. 

4.  They  have  faid,  It  would  be  to  the  Kings  great  glory,  to  let 
them  have  the  whole  and  perpetual  managing  of  the  Mil  tia,  for 
then  they  Jhould  be  fully  able  to  make  him  the  moft  glorious  Prince 
in  Chriftendome,  (  which  thing  they  have  a  long  time  promifed, 
purpofed,  and  endevoured,  and  all  this  fighting  mult  be  belie- 
ved, to  be  to  that  very  end  )  for  had  the  King  but  tamely  at  firfl: 
delivered  up  into  their  hands,  what  God  committed  into  his, 
trufted  them  for  ever,  with  that  Power  and  Authority,  wherwith 
God  hath  trufted  him  :  Had  he  but  for  their  fakes,  denied  God 
to  be  the  only  Ruler  ofTrinces,  and  acknowledged  them  his  Go- 
vernors and  Guardians :  Had  he  but  refigned  unto  them,  whac 
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King  John  his  Predeceflfour  once  did  unto  the  Pope  ;  they  would 
have  made  the  Pope  their  Prcfident  in  this,  aswel  as  they  do  in 
many  other  things ;  and  have  returned  it  back  again  to  him,  as 
he  did  to  King  John :  and  fo  the  King  holding  his  Kingdom  from 
thenceforth  immediately  of  them ;  they  would  have  done  more 
for  him,  (T  that  they  would  )  then  ever  his  old  Land-lord  God 
Almighty,  cither  did  or  meant  to  do  :  For  wheras  God  made 
him  King  but  only  of  England,  Scot  land,      Ireland,  they  would 
have  given  him  moreover,  all  the  Kingdoms  of  the  World,  and  the 
glory  of  them  -y  fo  that,  had  not  the  King  ftood  in  his  own  lighr, 
they  had  Conquered  for  him,  long  ere  this,  the  Kingdoms  of 
France  and  Spain,  and  the  Empire  of  Germany  ;  yea,  and  the  laft 
year  they  had  pulled  out  old  Antichrift  by  the  ears,  and  burnt  the 
whore  Babylon  with  fire,  together  with  all  of  her  Trinkets ;  and  at 
this  very  inltant,  they  had  bin  ftepping  over  unto  fonftantincple, 
for  to  ding  down  the  great  Turk  ;  and  in  the  next  half  year  the 
Mogull  ofTcr/a  had  bin  taught  to  fubmit  himfelf ;  and  then  alfo 
the  King  of  China  had  bin  fummoned  to  an  account,  for  his  ufur- 
ping  the  Title  of  Films  fali,  ( which  is  proper  to  no  man  living, 
but  only  to  thofe  oftherr  faction  )  and  by  that  time,  the  Grand 
Chams  ofTartary,  would  have  learned  fo  much  wit,  as  to  forbear 
calling  themfelves  Domini  Dominantium,  and  to  leave  that  (hie 
wholly,  unto  thefe  fuperlative  Abamocchoes.  And  now  who  wil 
not  fay,  it  had  bin  a  Glorious  thing  to  the  King,  for  the  world  to 
take  notice,  that  fo  great  a  brood,  of  fuch  mighty  Alexanders, 
Aiould  like  that  Cadmeyan  Progeny  ftart  up  on  the  fodain  at  one 
time  in  his  Kingdom.  But  it  ieeras  the  King  wanted  faith,  and 
thought  fuch  great  A&s  might  be  fooner  purpofed  then  perfor- 
med, or  elfe  was  jealous  of  thefe  his  Worthies,  that  in  their  fubdu- 
ing  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  they  would  not  have  dealt  with  him,  as 
Joab  did  with  David  at  the  taking  of  Rabbah,  and  yeilded  to  him 
the  glory  of  the  Conqueft :  Now  whether  the  King  were  too 
blame  or  no  in  fo  thinking,,  let  wife  men  judge. 

But  let  me  reafon  a  little  with  thefe  men,  about  this  their  rea- 
fon  ;  Suppofe  the  King  fliould  fettle  (  as  they  would  have  him  ) 
the  Militia  of  the  Kingdom  in  their  hands:  and  then  they  fhould 
chance  to  Vote  Bonum  eft  nobis  effe  hicy  'tis  better  to  ftay  at  home, 
and  play  Rex  here,  then  to  adventure  abroad :  How  would  the 
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King  then  appear  fo  abundantly  glorious  ?  Do  they  imagine  it 
could  be  any  thing  to  his  glory,  to  have  it  reported  in  the  Courts 
of  forrein  Princes,  that  the  Monarch  of  Great  Br  it  tain,  after 
twenty  years  managing  his  inheritance  left  him  by  his  predecef- 
fours,  and  weilding  the  Scepter  of  three  Kingdoms,  to  the  great 
profperity  and  wealth  of  his  Subjects;  hath  fubmitted  himfelf  to 
Pupillage  under  the  Command  of  a  few  ordinary  Gentlemen,  his 
own  vaffals,  at  their  requefts,  who  think  themfelves  wife  enough, 
and  therfore  take  upon  them  (  as  his  Tutors  and  Guardians )  to 
Govern  not  only  himfelf,  and  his  Kingdom,  but  alfo  his  very  Fa- 
mily and  Houflhold  ?  they  appoint  him  what  Servants  dial  wait 
upon  him,and  have  power  to  difpofe  of  his  Children  in  marriage, 
without  his  confent :  or  (if  they  pleafe)  againft  h/s  wil.  Can  any 
man  think  that  fuch  a  report,  would  fpeak  the  King  in  a  qiori&m 
Condition  ?  Would  not  Strangers  reply,  and  fay,  Is  this  the  Ho- 
nour of  the  Englifh  Klngy  and  his  great  Priviledge  above  other 
Princes  >  He  may  enjoy  it  fure  without  Emulation,  no  man  wil 
ever  envy  him  this  glory. 

But  is  this  indeed  the  Englifli  mens  kindnefs  to  their  Com- 
mon father  ?  their  gratitude  for  all  their  happinefs  and  peace 
under  him  }  Is  this  the  upfhot  of  all  their  great  promifes  to  him  } 
Is  this  that  Royal  Prerogative,  that  happy  freedom,  which  thofe 
who  ftand  fo  much  upon  their  own  liberty,  can  in  their  good  na- 
ture, find  in  heart  to  afford  unto  their  Soveraign  ?  Would  not 
the  meaneft  of  them  all  difdain  to  be  in  that  Condition  ?  What  } 
Neither  have  Command  over  his  Subjects,  nor  yet  over  his  houf- 
hold  fervants  ?  Neither  have  power  to  chufe  a  Wife  for  his  Son, 
nor  to  beftow  his  Daughter  in  marriage  ?  Muft  the  Right  wor- 
'Jbiffid  his  Tutors  and  Guardiaqs,  have  the  fole  difpofing  of  his 
Children  ?  No  doubt  but  they  wil  have  a  care  to  match  them, 
into  fuch  Haggard  ftocks,  that  the  Englifh  Nation  dial  never 
more  be  blefled,  with  any  Right- bred  Eagles, 

Thus  would  Forreiners  defcant  upon  our  Kings  Condition, 
fhould  he  ycild  to  the  defires  of  thefe  men  and  this  they  would 
have  us  believe  would  be  to  hu  great  glory. 

Yea,  and  furthermore,  they  have  bin  teaching  the  People  ever 
fince  the  Parliament  began  >  that  the  Kings  office  properly,  is  but 
only  to  put  in  Execution,  what  the  Parliament  fkal  Decree,  to  fee 
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offenders  punijhed  according  to  the  minde  andpleafurc  of  hii  great 
Conncell.  From  whence  we  learne,  that  there  is  a  preferment  wait- 
ing for  him,  if  he  have  but  a  care  to  pleafe  his  little-Ow*  Matters 
well,  and  be  dilligent  to  come  when  they  call,  to  go,  and  do  as 
they  bid  ;  in  lieu  or  his  fettling  the  Militia  of  the  three  King- 
domes  in  their  hands,  they  will  beftow  upon  him,  the  grand  Exe- 
cutionerfinp  of  the  Kingdome,  which  He  and  His  after  him,  /hall 
hold  of  them,  and  their  fuccellours,  qptam  din  fe  bene geferint ; 
which  may  be  an  Office  not  onely  of  profit,  in  fuch  Tyrannicall 
times  as  we  are  like  to  have  under  their  Government ;  but  alfo  of 
pleafure,  if  the  King  will  but  pnt  off  his  mercifull  difpofition, 
and  learne  of  them  to  delight  in  daughter,  and  ftiedding  of 
bloud.  And  thus  we  fee  what  great  Dignity  and  Glory,  upon  his 
refignation  of  the  Militia,  is  like  to  be  conferred  upon  Englands 
King. 

But  what  man  now  not  void  of  Reafon,  (  confidering  withall 
the  tearmes  thefe  Demanders  ftand  in,  at  the  prefent  with  the 
King,)  will  not  conclude  this  their  pretence  of  making  the  King 
Gloriom ,  to  be  onely  one  of  their  Flouts,  which  in  their  pride  ana 
bitternefs  they  are  pleafed  to  put  upon  their  Soveraigne  ?  even 
for  his  eafinefs  and  goodnefs,  in  giving  credit  at  firft  fo  far,  to 
their  Oathes  and  Honefties,  as  to  fuffer  them  already  to  over- 
reach him  ;  truly  as  a  plain  fcorn  we  apprehend  it ;  for  let  them 
Anfwer  us  a  qusftion  or  too :  Would  dutifull  and  loyall  Sub- 
jects, (  as  they  call  themfelves )  defire  any  thing  in  earneft  of 
their  Prince,  and  not  firft  lay  down  their  Harnefs  ?  Do  not  thefe 
their  weapons  fpeak,  that  by  violence  or  dread,  they  intend  to 
obtain  their  purpofe  ?  Have  not  thefe  very  men,  feized  already  by 
fraud  and  force  upon  that  very  thing,  without  the  Kings  leave, 
which  they  require  of  him  to  grant  them  ?  Do  they  not  by  cal- 
ling themfelves  the  Militia,  declare  Evidently,  that  they  account 
themfelves  the  everlafting  Matters  of  it  ?  Do  they  intend,  if  the 
King  (hall  think  meet  to  deny  their  requeft,  to  yeeld  up  prefently 
that  pofleflion  which  they  have  already  of  the  fame  f  We  fup- 
pofe  not,  for  they  claime  in  their  Tenents  all  earthly  power  and 
Authority  to  be  theirs,by  right,  as  they  are  Gods  Children.  They 
are  fo  bold  as  to  fay  Gods  Providence  hath  caft  into  their  hands, 
that  ftrength  of  the  Militia,  which  by  unjuft  meanes  they  have 
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feized  upon  j  and  they  have  entred  into  an  Oath  and  Covenant, 
in  effect,  to  keep  the  fame  in  defpight  of  the  King  ;  and  with  it  to 
fupprefs  and  deftroy  all  them  that  lhall  ayde,  and  affift  the  King, 
to  recover  His  own  again. 

And  what  is  all  this,  but  (as  Micha  fpeakes)  to  opprejfe  a  mawy 
and  his  Honfefieiiji  King  and  his  Heritage :  and  to  refolve  to  con- 
tinue in  fo  doine,  even  becanfe  they  have  gotten  a  power  into  their 
Hands  ? 

But  tell  us,.  (Oyoi*  pretenders  to  Piety, J  where  (in  the 
meanetime)  is  that  Subjetlion  to  the  King  for  Confcience  faker 
which  S..7WcaIis  for?  and  that  obedience  for  the  Lords  fake 
which  Saint  Peter  requireth  :  will  you  all  hold;  (as  fome  of  your 
fellow- members  have  maintained,)  that  thefe  "Precepts  were  omly 
in  date,  in  the  Primitive  times,  when  the  ^People  of  God  lived  under 
Heathen  TerfecutorSy  and  are  of  no  concernment  in  thefe  dayes9  now 
Gods  people  have  got  frength  I  Or  do  you  think  the  bare  calling 
yourfelves  His  Majefties  mofl  Dutiful! and  Loyail  Sttfyetls,  afuf- 
ficient  obfervance  of  thofe  injunctions  ?  We  beleeve  neither  of 
thefe  excufes  will  fatisfie  Chrift  Jefus  at  the  reckoning  day.  But 
in  the  interim^  doth  not  your  defiring  the  King  that  the  Militia 
may  be  fetled  in  your  hands  plainly  infer,  that  in  your  own  Con- 
fidences, you  have  done  him  wrong,  in  feizing  already  upon  it 
wktrout  his  leave  ?  Surely  if  the  right  of  fettling  it  be  now  in  him, 
the  right  of  feUing  upon  it  before  was  not  in  you  :  but  you  did  a 
manifeft  injury  to  His  Majefty  in  meddling  with  it  againft  his 
will,  and  a  far  greater  yet,you  intend  to  do  him,by  your  refolving 
ftili  t©  keep  it,  by  force,  if  you  may  not  have  it  confirmed  by  his 
Approbation  ;  uniefle  you  will  yeeld,that  this  your  demand  pro- 
ceeds from  the  fcorners  Chaire  -y  you  mud  of  neceflicy  grant  us 
thus  much, 

But  in  very  deed,  thefe  men  have  other  reafons,  for  this  their 
unreafonable  rcqueft,  though  they  arc  afliamed  to  name  them,  I 
fhall  do  it  for  them,  for  mine  aymes  are  ( like  thofe  of  Chrift  my 
Mafter  in  his  preaching,)  to  difcover  Hypocrites,  that  men  might 
beware  of  them  :  They  are  thefe. 

i  .If  the  King  can  be  gotten,to  fettle  the  Militia  in  their  hands, 
all  the  Injufiice  and  unlawfulnejfe  of  the  war  on  their  fide,  will  be 
thereby  cancelled^and  vyhatfoever  they  have  done  againft  him,and 
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his  fubje&s  will  be  Authorized  as  found  and  good  :  their  crafty 
feizing  upon  it,  at  firft,  and  their  violent  ufe  thereof  fince,  to 
the  dcftru&ion  of  fo  many,  will  go  for  worthy  dce^s,  and  the 
King  will  be  judged,  to  have  been  much  to  blame,  in  making  any 
oppofition  againft  them,  and  for  his  calling  them  Rebelis :  His 
own  Aft,  will  be  the  eating  of  thole  his  own  word?,  and  fpeake 
them  to  have  been  His  moft  humble,  dutiful!,  and  obedient  fub- 
jeds,  all  the  while  they  fought  againft  him  ;  yea  and  all  they  did 
in  that  kinde,  to  have  been  done  out  of  pure  love,  to  His  Good  and 
Glory  ,  and  for  the  benefit  of  Church  and  Common-wealth :  And 
then  too,  if  withall  the  King  fhall  but  confer  fome  new  Titles  of 
Honour,  upon  their  Chieftaines,  (as  when  time  was  he  did  upon 
Lejley, )  for  this  they  expect  and  intend  to  demand  too ;  then 
they  {lull  appcare,  white  all  over,and  who  will  dare  to  fay  to  the 
contrary,  and  full  as  good  fubjeds  alraoft,  as  their  Brethren  the 
Scots  ?  That  is  one  Reafon. 

2.  If  they  can  get  the  King  to  fettle  in  their  Hands,  that^- 
pfjtum  of  Power  and  Authority,  which  God  hath  intrufted  in 
His;  they  (lull  bring  him,  (as  they  defire  )  into  their  own  con- 
dition :  and  make  him  fuch  a  one  to  God,  as  themfelves  have 
been  and  are  to  him  :  whereby  Gods  difpleafure  may  be  fo  far 
kindled  againft  him,  that  he  may  permit  them,  (having  all  the 
power  in  their  handsj  to  bring  their  endeavours  fully  to  pane 
in  deftroying  Him,and  His  pofterity  :  and  then  the  world  fhall  be 
taught  to  beleeve  that  Heaven  hath  punifhed  him,for  fuch  His  fin: 
and  confirmed  with  its  blefllng,  all  their  fayings  and  doings  a- 
gainfthim:  that  God  was  of  their  minde  all  the  while,  as  now 
by  the  fuccefs  is  moft  apparent :  Honefta  qu&dam fielerajucceffus 
facit,  (faies  Seneca  :  )  the  higheft  Villanies,  if  fuccesfull,  fhall  be 
accounted  vcrtues,  and  thefe  men  care  not  to  obtain  truths^  but 
opinions  warrant. 

3.  They  defire  the  Militia  may  be  fettled  in  their  hands,  quia 
omnis  inferro  falus  eft,  their  whole  fafety  confifts  therein,  it  is  the 
Nurfe  of  their  wealth,and  the  fole  Anchor  of  their  fecurity  :for  O 
Ji  pate  ant  pell  or  a  virnm,  quantos  intits  fublimts  agit  fort  una  met  us  ! 
what  great  feares,  have  thefe  mens  High  fortunes  created  in  their 
Bofomes,  could  we  but  view  their  infides  ?  They  dare  neither 
truft  the  King,nor  yet  the  Countrey  that  trufted  them;  for  frmild 
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theftrength  be  in  any  hands  but  their  own,  they  might  be  called 
to  an  account  for  all  their  doings,  the  Law  might  be  in  force  a- 
gain  :  and  Jufiice  furTered  to  (hew  her  face  ;  T reafon  fhould  fit  no 
longer  in  the  feat  of  Religion,  Truth  might  appear  above-board ; 
and  Peace  be  reftored  uaso  the  Nation  ;  and  Order  might  come 
again  into  fafhion  :  Yea,had  the  King  His  power  again,He  might 
call  a  Parliament,  a  true  parliament,  a  free  Parliament,  which  is  a 
thing  that  they  quake  to  think  on  ;  for  then  like  a  Company  of 
poore  Hope-lofts,  they  ihouldftand  below,  and  look  up  to  that 
place  of  Honour,  where  erft  they  fat,  and  have  fo  much  abufed  ; 
and  who  in  their  condition,  can  indure  this  ?  T^emo  Hercule  ne- 
7kb  :  No  mervail  therefore,  if  they  defire  to  hold  faft  the  Militia 
in  their  own  hands. 

4.  Should  they  part  with  it,  they  fhould  not  onely  degrade 
them  felves  of  their  prefent  Honour,  and  difarme  themfelvesof 
fafetV)  but  of  their  wealth  and  riches  too,  for  all  is  now  at  their 
Command,  the  LandsJEftates,  the  goods  and  Fortunes  of  all  their 
Country-men:  which  the  Militia  of  the  Kingdome,  hathinve- 
fted  them  with  a  right  in  :  and  pofleflion  mud  be  maintainted  by 
the  fame  meanes  as  obtained  :  But  fhould  the  Militia  return  into 
the  Hands  of  the  right  owner ;  Honeft  men  would  enjoy  their 
own  as  before,  and  they  who  are  now  fo  Gay,  would  remaine 
ftark  Naked,  (like  Jackdaw  in  the  fable,  when  every  bird  had 
re-afliimed  her  own  feathers.)  And  then  further  too,  their  plea- 
fures  would  alfo  ceafe,  that  fweetnefle  they  feel  in  fhedding  of 
bloud,  would  be  no  more  :  which  very  want  would  be  as  bad  as 
death  unto  them  *  their  Natures  are  now  fo  accuftomed  unto  it. 
In  a  word,  (  as  zAmos  fpeakes  )  they  have  gotten  them  Homes  by 
their  own  ftrength,  or  Height,*  and  the  Homes  are  the  defence  of 
the  Head;  the  Militia  are  thefe  Hmtes^tA  flhould  they  part  with 
that,  they  fear  they  fliould  not  keep  their  Heads  long  after :  and 
therefore  great  reafon  they  have,  rather  to  defire  the  fettlement 
of  it,  for  ever  in  their  own  Hands. 

But  (with  their  favour  J  what  reafon  hath  the  King  totruft 
them,  that  will  not  truft  Him  ?  them  with  His  weapons,upon  that 
experience  He  hath  had  of  their  love  and  kindnefle :  Who  will 
not  truft  Him  with  His  own  ?  Can  it  be  imagined  that  they  will 
imploy  them  otherwife,  then  they  have  done,  ( confidcring  what 
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their  delights  arc? J  Nay,  may  it  not  be  expected,  that  they  will 
make  Him  the  Author  of  all  their  Evill,  which  from  thencefoi  tb 
they  (hall  doe,  when  by  His  confent  the  power  is  once  fettled  in 
ihcir  goods  Hands  ?  Surely  they  that  ufed  His  rtame  to  the  rdfing  of 
fo  many  men  againft  HimfcIf,to  the  killing  of  fo  many  of  His  Sub- 
ject?, when  He  openly  oppofed  them,  will  not  fcruple  to  doe  all 
their  mifchcif,  under  His  Name  and  Authority ,when  they  have  fo 
faire  a  pretence  for  it,  Nayfhould  the  King  doe  in  this,  as  they 
would  have  Him,may  net  the  Juft  and  Holy  God  account  Him  a 
partaker  with  them  in  Evill  ?  His  Majefty  (by  His  own  pious 
confeflionj  hathfmarted  under  the  Hand  of  God  forHiscon- 
fenting,  though  (doubtleffe)  againft  His  will,  to  the  ftiedding  of 
Strajfords  innocent  Bloud ;  and  fhould  He  againe  after  His  Hu- 
miliation for  that,by  a  new  confent,make  Himfelf  guilty  of  many 
more  Blonds;  the  continued  Anger  of  the  Almighty,  might  be 
too  heavy  a  burden  for  Him  to  beare :  No  doubt  but  they  are, 
and  will  be,  the  more  importunate  for  His  confent  now  ;  becaufe 
they  fee  His  heart  hath  fmot  Him  for  His  confent  then  ;  for  how 
ever  it  was  blattered  much  at  the  beginning,  by  thofe  of  their 
faction,  againft  forcing  of  tender  Conferences,  yet  verily,  we  beleeve 
there  were  never  men  that  delighted  more  in  offering  violence  to 
the  Soules  and  Confcicnces  of  the  righteous,  then  themfelves  do  ; 
wherefore  fhould  His  Majefty  yeilcj  to  them  in  this  particular,  it 
would  be  in  fingtiltum  cordis,  a  corrafize  to  His  Heart  for  ever ; 
and  therein  zgfrry  unto  them  :  and  alfo  it  would  argue  too  great 
a  diftruft  in  Gods  defence  of  Him  ;  and  be  a  mean  to  delay  Gods 
punifhment,  from  falling  upon  the  heads  of  thefe  lofty  Rebells. 
And  befides  all  this :  His  Majefty  hereby  fhall  give  way  to  the 
fettling  of  all  thofe  Sects  and  Herefies,  to  the  deftruction  of 
Chriftian  Protcftation  Religion,  which  by  their  crafty  and  violent 
feizingupon  the  LMMtia,  were  but  only  let  in  to  the  Church: 
May  it  pleafe  His  Sacred  Majefty,  and  ail  His  Loyall  Subjects  to 
remember,  when  the  Tope  of  Rome,  (thefe  mens  Grandfire,  for 
however  in  words  they  difclaime  kindred  with  Him,  yet  are  they 
wholly  like  Him  in  Conditions>they  tread  in  His  fteps,  &  obferve 
His  method,  &  end,  in  all  their  undertakings :)  when  He  (I  fay) 
after  the  fafhion  of  thefe  His  Ncphcws,had  fraudulently  &  force- 
ably  feized  upon  the  CMilitia  of  His  Soveraign  the  Emperour ; 
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then  did  all  Corruption  and  falfe  Doftrine  make  entrance  into 
that  Church,  the  light  grew  dim  :  And  A\hen  the  Emperour  after- 
ward gave  his  (fonfent  that  the  faid  Tope  and  hie  conclave  (  for- 
merly His  Subjecls)  fhould  have  that  His  power  and  Authority, 
(which  at  firft  indeed,  he  laboured  to  recover  againeunto  him- 
ielfe)  fettled™  their  hands,  then  was  all  that  wickednefTe,  (for- 
merly but  admitted )  confirmed  and  eftabiiihed  ;  and  the  faith- 
fall  Church,  became  from  thenceforth  a  very  Harlot.  Let  Sto- 
ry be  obferved,  and  it  will  be  found,  that  the  fail  of  the  Empire, 
the  rife  of  the  Tope-dome  above  it,  and  the  faring  of  Mahuma- 
tifme  happened  all  about  one  time  :  and  the  two  laft  might  be 
permitted  of  God,  for  a  punifhment  of  the  firft.   For  it  is 
no  fmall  finne,  for  the  Supream  Magistrate  to  part  with  that 
depoftum  out  of  his  hands  ;  which  the  Almighty  hath  intrufted 
folely  with  him :  Hiftories  doe  fufficiently  teftifie  what  extreame 
moleftations,  the  Emperour  hath  been  put  unto,  and  what  bafe 
affronts  have  been  put  upon  him  by  his  proud  Subjecls  of  Rome : 
Since  he  gave  his  confent,  that  the  ^Militia  of  that  City  and 
Country  fhould  be  fettled  in  their  Hands :  Himfclfe  is  there  now, 
but  vox  non  fgnlpcativai  He  hath  the  Title  of  Roman  Emperour, 
and  no  more  :  And  fuch  muft  be  the  condition  of  our  King,  if  he 
be  not  warned  by  the  Emperours  example:  He  muft  be  content  to 
be  only  an  unfignificant  voice  too,in  his  own  Kingdom,yea,  and  to 
be  regulated  in  his  expences,  if  he  have  leave  to  live,  yet  he  fhall 
be  fo  ordered,  that  he  doe  not  live  profufely,  or  have  wherewith- 
all  to  dare,  to  pra&ice  ought  to  their  prejudice.  Yea,  and  he 
muft  learnc  to  hold  the  Stirrup  too,  to  kiffe  the  Toe ,  to  bow  the 
Knee  to  the  Supremacy,  or  Popes  of  the  Lower  Houfejf  they  fliall 
at  any  time  pleafe  to  frown  upon  him  ;  or  to  Vote  him  aM«- 
quent.  Well,  let  but  thefe  things  be  ferioufly,  and  with  judgement 
thought  upon  by  moderate  men,  and  then  let  reafon  fpeak,  whe- 
ther it  be  fit  that  the  King  fhould  yeild  to  this  u&&Y^Tig  as 
they  would  have  him  :  whether  it  be  meet  he  fhould  furTer  the 
Sword,  to  be  carryed  before  the  Gran  Concilii,  rather  then  ftill 
before  himfelfe ;  and  fhould  fettle  the  Militia  of  the  three  King- 
domes  in  their  hands,  which  are  good  onely  by  their  own  Tefti- 
mony.  But  I  have  been  (perhaps)  too  tedious,  in  fcanning  the 
Rcalons  of  this  their  fecond  demand  :  we  come  therefore  to  ad- 
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vifea  little  upon  the  thu  d  Propofitiorvvhichffay  they)conccrrx$ 
the  Vindication  of  the  Mfh  Retells. 


S  E  C  T .  X  V. 

i.  of  their  Vindicating  the  Irilh  Rebells.  How  fully  they 
have  dttoe  it  in  one  Jen fe.  2.  And  how  glad fhould  we  be 
if themf elves  would  go  and  do  tt  in  the  other  :  Their  true 
intention  in  that  demand  opened. 

TO  Vindicate  in  the  moft  vulgar  acception,  is  to  Juftifie  and 
acquit  from  blame  ;  and  if  they  take  the  word  in  that  fenfe, 
they  have  Vindicated  them  too  fufficienly  already ,  and  much 
more  then  hath  become  men  of  their  Profeflion  :  For  as  God 
by  his  Prophets  tells  Jerufalem,  that  Jhe  had  multipljedher  abomi- 
nations more  then  her  fifters,  Sodome3  and  Samaria,  [he  hadjttftified  Ezek.i6.ji, 
them  in  all  which  they  had  done ;  in  her  going  beyond  them  in 
wickedncfle  :  and  that  fhe  was  a  (fomfort  to  them :  fo  may  it  be  Vcrf.  54. 
faidof  thefe  men,  they  have  multiplied  their  tranfgrefpons  more 
then  their  Brethren,  the  Rebells  of  Ireland,  they  have  Jufttfed 
them,  in  what  ere  they  have  done,  they  have  been  a  Comfort  to 
them  :  Surely  the  Irifb  doing?,  fhall  not  be  remembred  in  the  day, 
that  the  impieties  of  thofe  of  this  Nation  are  reckoned  up :  Did 
the  Irifb  rob,  kill,  and  rofte  Chriftians  ?  So  have  thefe  done  :  did 
they  burn  Houfes,  ftrip  Men  and  Women  naked,  fcourge  them, 
and  expofe  them  to  the  wide  world  ?  Thefe  have  not  been  be- 
hinde.in  fuch  doings:  did  the  Irifh  Rebell  againft  their  Sove- 
raigne  ?  Thefe  have  both  overtaken,  and  alfo  gone  beyond  them 
in  this  fin  :  for  though  nothing  fliould  caufe  men  to  Rebell,  yet 
to  fay  the  trurh,  the  Iriflj  lived  formerly  under  a  more  hard  bon- 
dage, which  might  provoke  their  corruptions :  whereas  thefe 
Englifi,  (Jefumn-like:)  rebelled  out  of  meere  wantonneMe  :  Nor 
did  thofe  Irifb  execute  their  favage  Cruelty,  ( as  was  noted  be- 
fore,) on  thofe  of  their  own  nation  and  Reiigion,as  thefe  Englijh 
have  done  ;  they  did  not  defile  their  own  Churches,  nor  kill  and 
abufe  their  own  Priefts ;  but  thefe  have  delighted,  toprophane 
and  deftroy  thofe  places,  where  themfelves  had  formerly  met  to 
worfhip  God  5  and  have  offered  moft  fpeciall  defpight  to  the 
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Minijlers  of  their  own  Religion,  who  baptized  them,  and  prea- 
ched Gods  truth  unto  them.  Befides,  the  Religion  which  the  Irijb 
Rebells  profelTe,  is  not  fo  diredly  oppofite,  to  fuch  barbarous 
Cruelties,  which  they  have  committed,  as  is  that  which  theft  of 
England  pretend  unto  ;  nor  have  they  been  fo  bold  as  thofe,  to  en- 
title God  unto  all  their  outrages,  they  think  they  need  a  pardon, 
both  from  <7oiand  the  Kingt  for  their  inhumanities,  and  Rebel- 
lions :  whereas  thefe  ftand  upon  their  Juftification,and  have  often 
defpifed  the  Kings  mercy,  when  tendered  to  them ;  nor  have  they 
in  Ireland  perfecuted  and  purfued  the  Kings  Sacred perfon ;  they 
have  not  reviled,  nor  railed  upon  him,  as  thefe  have  done :  Never 
any  fuch  reproachfuil  Libell,  (  as  this  which  we  oppofe  )  doe  we 
read  was  fent  abroad  by  the  Rebells  of  Ireland,  againft  their  Sove- 
raign ;  nor  yet  did  we  hear  that  ever  thofe  Irijh  took  fo  folemn  a 
Proteftation,  at  the  beginning  of  their  Parliament,  (as  thefe  Eng- 
//#  did, )  to  maintain  the  Kings  perfon,  Honour,  and  Eft  ate.  In  a 
word/Thofe  Irijh  are  not  fo  impudent,(as  thefe  hard-fore-headed 
Englijh  are,)  as  to  call  them  Rebells  and  Traitours,  who  according 
to  their  Oath  of  sAllegeance  and  Proteftation  do  labour  to  main- 
tain the  Kings  life,  and  right  againft  them  :  but  they  yeeld  them- 
felves  to  be,  or  to  have  been  in  a  Rebellion.  Wherefore  who  will 
not  fay,  that  the  Englifb  Rebells,  have  out  gone  the  Irijh,  and  by 
committing  evils,  in  a  more  abominable  way,  have  even  fuftified 
thofe  their  Brethren ;  as  Jerufalem  did  her  fiftcrs  Sodome,  and  Sa- 
maria: And  yet  as  if  all  this  were  nothing,  thefe  good  men  de- 
fire  to  be  ftill  Vindicating  the  Irifh  Rebells  :  and  would  have  the 
Militia  of  the  three  Kingdomes  fettled  in  their  own  good  hands 
to  the  fame  purpofe. 

But  perhaps  by  Vindication  thefe  mean  punifhment,  and  re- 
{WmTbereftc-  ven£c>  which  they  Prctcn(*  *  tnev  would  inflict  upon  the  Irijh  Re- 
red  imoVhat  "  bells,  for  that  Proteftant  bloud  ftied  by  them,  would  but  the  King 
hand  where     give  them  leave  fo  to  do. 

God  did  put  ' 

it,  and  he  whom  God  hath  appointed,  be  the  orderer  and  difpofer  of  the  affaires  in  Ireland  : 
we  muft  never  expect  Gods  continued  bleffing  upon  our  Forces  that  are  fent  thither,  there- 
fore  in  their  defiring  the  fole  management  of  the  Irilh  affaires,  (with  exclufion  of  tht  King,) 
they  doe  but  oppofe  God  (whofe  Vice-Cerent  the  King  is,)  and  indeavour  in  vaiiic  to  doe  a 
great  work  without  him  :  I  defire  the  Englilh  Proteftant  Nation  to  think  feriouily  of  this. 
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Truly  if  they  would  go  themfelvcs,  and  fight  it  our,  with  thofc 
Rebels  in  Ireland,  we  dare  affirm,  they  fhal  have  not  only  free 
leave,  but  thanks  too  ;  yea,and  moreover  they  fhal  have,  not  only 
the  ufual  boon  of  fuch  Malefactors,  (as  ad:  the  executioners  part 
upon  their  fellows)  viz,  the  grant  of  their  own  lives :  but  (  by 
our  confent )  they  fhal  alfo  be  the  very  great  Os  of  Ireland, 
and  they  flia-1  hold  this  Dignity,  by  their  dearly  affecTed  trijh 
Law  of  Tanifiry,  which  is,  That  he  who  is  beft  able  by  force  and 
violence  to  wreft  unto  himfelf,  the  efiates  of  others,  Jhal  be  the  Chief 
Commander  among  them :  \V e  perceive  by  their  doings,  that  they 
would  fet  up  that  Law  here  in  England,  in  ftead  of  all  others, 
which  they  have  put  out  of  date  or  ufe :  But  we  conceive  it  is  not 
fo  futeable  for  this  Nation,  where  men  have  bin  wont  to  enjoy 
their  own,  and  to  leave  their  inheritance  to  their  own  Children  : 
and  therfore  we  fuppofe,  it  Aril  be  aft  hard  matter  for  them  to 
introduce,  and  fettle  the  fame  here*  But  in  Ireland  it  is  a  cuftome 
eftablifhed  to  their  hand.  Yea,  and  further  yet,  upon  Condition, 
that  they  wil  go  thither,  and  fo  we  in  this  land  may  be  rid  of 
their  Companies ;  we  wil  all  fupplicate  the  King  for  a  further  fa- 
vour in  their  behalf,  iw;  that  every  great  O  amongft  them,  may 
have  the  Honour,  to  give  the  Earl  ofTyrones  own  Arms,  (which 
ts  a  blondy  Band)  for  their  own  proper  and  moft  deferved  Cog- 
nizance ;  and  that  they  may  alfo  be,  all  Barons  of  that  Strong  I- 
land,  which  Tyrone  fortified,  and  called  Fough-na-Ganl,  the  Hate 
§f 'Englifh-men :  For  in  very  deed,  no  man  living,  did  ever  better 
merit  that  Title,  then  they  have  done. 

But  (  alas !  y  we  have  read  that  Ireland  harbours  no  venimous 
Vipers ;  therfore  we  are  confident  the  great  0«  of  Weftminfter, 
wil  never  adventure  thither  in  their  own  perfons :  But  if  they 
can  get  the  CMMtia  of  the  Kingdom,  fetled  by  the  King,  wholly 
in  their  Hands,  (that  fo  they  may  fear  no  rifing here againft 
thcmfelves )  they  wil  therwith  force  ,  and  prefs  all  the  Eng- 
lifh  people,  (  who  wil  not  take  their  unlawful  and  ungodly  Co- 
venant )  which  is  in  effect  to  renounce  the  Doctrine  of  Chrifts 
Gofpel,  and  their  obedience  to  the  King  for  ever ;  and  fend  them 
thither,  where  they  wil  expofe  them  to  be  ftarved,  orflaughte- 
red ;  as  many  thoafands  have  bin  already  :  and  therfore  let  all 
the  Countries  that  have  flood  out  longeft  in  their  Loyalty,  and 
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at  laft  accepted  of       New  Lords,  expect  to  be  thuspunifhed 
for  their  tardinefs  in  Apoftacy.  And  for  thofe  lufty  Club-men,  in 
the  Counties  of  Wilts,  Somerfet,znd  Drz/w, and  the  like ;  let  them 
look  for  this  reward  at  the  hands  of  their  MUitia-Mafiers,  for 
taking  part  with  them,  againft  the  Kings  men.  Such  fellows  as 
wil  gather  together,and  make  head  againft  thofe  that  wrong  and 
abufe  them  ;  wil  be  dangerous  to  live  in  a  Neto  State.  They  that 
did  thus  againft  the  Cavaliers,  may  do  as  much  againft  the  Round- 
heads, when  they  are  but  a  while  as  wcl  acquainted  with  their 
Conditions :  They  that  wil  be  forced  from  their  Duty  to  their 
Soveraign  and  natural  Liege-Lord,  by  fuch  wrongs  and  oppreffi- 
ons,  as  ( in  thefe  troublefomc  times )  are  offered  to  them  by  the 
unruly  Soldiers ;  wil  be  eafily  driven  upon  a  like  fenfible  occafion, 
to  make  refiftance  againft  tyrannical  ufurpers  ;  thofe  Beafts  that 
wil  decline  from  their  Allegiance  to  the  Kingly  Lyon,  wil  never 
long  reft  contented  under  the  obedience  of  Cat -a- Mountains ; 
therfore  a  timely  courfe  muft  be  taken  with  fuch  perfons,  they 
fiial  all  be  fent  into  Ireland  (out  ofhandjand  be  hampered  there, 
for  Ireland  muft  be  the  continual  Spain,  or  farthage,  to  our  New 
Rome,  to  rid  her  of  all  fuch  mutinous  and  tumultuous  perfons  : 
and  then  (hal  thefe  Saints,  thefe  Bloudy  Butcherly  Saints,  have 
free  Elbow-room  to  inherit  this  land  >  and  having  neither  truth 
nor  King,  nor  Enemy  left,  for  to  difeafe  them  ;  theyfhalbeat 
leifure  (if  Pride  and  fa&ion  wil  give  them  leave  )  to  live  at  peace 
together.  And  thus  have  we  feen  the  fcope  of  the  third  demand 
alfo,  which  concerneth  Ireland. 

Now  from  what  hath  been  faid  concerning  thefe  matters,  let 
any  man  judge,  whether  thefe  men  have  not  reafons  to  purfue 
their  defires  wkhout  giving  back  an  hairs  bredthirom  their  nrft 
propofals ;  and  whether  the  King  hath  reafon  or  no,  to  confent 
unto  them  ;  Nay,  whether  the  Subjects  of  England  have  caufe  to 
wifh  the  Kuigs  complyance  with  them  in  all  thefe  things ;  for  my 
part,  I  profefs  fincerely  in  the  fight  of  God,  I  apprehend  their 
demands  to  be  the  moft  unreafonable  that  were  ever  made ;  and 
therfore  do  hope  that  God  wil  ere  long  awaken  in  the  Kings 
behalf,  for  fuch  hath  bin  his  wont  formerly,  in  cafes  of  likena- 
ie  ture  :  Wfefcfl  N^ahajh  the  Jmmomtt  required  of  the  men  of  faiejk 
Gikad,  ( to  purchafe  «  quiet  bondage  under  him  )  that  be  might 
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pul  out  their  right  Eys ;  So  when  Benhadad  required  of  the  king 
of  Ifrael,  his  Strength,  Treafures,  Houfes,  Wives,  Children,  and 
what  ever  was  dear  and  pleafing  unto  him  ;  when  Senaherib  re-  King-  20. 
quired  of  the  people  of  ferufalem,  to  forlake  their  own  natural  z  Kin^.  iS, 
King,  and  to  fubmit  their  necks  under  his  yoak,  to  yeild  up  them-  % 9)  jo. 
felves  into  his  hands,  to  be  carried  from  their  own  good  Land, 
they  knew  not  whither.  We  find  that  God  did  continually  a- 
wake  in  the  behalf  of  each  of  thefe  diftrcrtcd ;  and  moft  feverely 
puniftied,  every  of  thefe  unreafonable  demanders  :  and  doubtlefs 
he  did  fo  for  the  very  unreafonablenefs  of  thofe  their  requefts, 
And  fhal  not  we  believe  that  he  wil  awake  now  alfo,  when  all 
thefe  urn- eafomble  demands  proceed  together  at  once,  and  from 
the  fame  men  j  who  firfl  require  the  Abolition  of  Epifcopacy  ? 
there  is  Nahafh  requcft,  to  pluck  out  our  right  Eies.  Secondly, 
they  require  the  Militia  of  the  three  Kingdoms,  that  is  Benhad/ds 
rcqueft,  for  all  that  the  King  and  his  friends  have.  Thirdly,  un- 
der the  title  of  Vindicating  the  Irijh  Rebels ;  they  require  that  the 
people  of  this  Kingdom,  fhould  be  at  their  difpofal,  to  tranflate 
from  their  own  Native  Country,  and  never  to  fee  it  any  more, 
there  is  Smacheribs  requeft.  "  Therfore  Awake,  Awake,  as  in 
*  times  of  old,  O  Lord  our  ftrength,  arife  for  our  fuccour,  at  this 
<€  prefent,  and  redeem  us,  for  thy  mercies  fake  :  Behold,  O  God 
c  (our  (hie  Id)  and  Lookjtpon  the  face  of  thine  Anointed,  as  thou  art 
"  the  Judge  of  all  the  Earth,  and  helpeft  them  to  right  that  fuffer 
u  wrong.  Amen.  Amen. 

I  now  proceed  to  Anfwer  thefe  men,  who  in  their  Libell  go 
on,  and  fay : 

But  were  our  caafe  altered,  (otitis  not )  or  were  we  Veorfe  Rebels  Libell. 
then  formerly,  as  none  can  affirm  that  takes  notice  of  our  late  fajfe- 
rings,  ami  our  grange  patience,  even  now  after  the  difcovery  of  thefe 
Tapers,  and  our  Lite  extraordinary  face  eft  in  the  field  1  Tet  fit  I  this 
clandefiine  proceedings  againfl  us  here,  &c. 
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r.  of  the  Enemies  late  Offerings.  2.  of their  ft  range 
Patience.  3.  Of  their  extraordinary  great  fuccefje, 
and  the  true  grounds  of  it.  4.  Succeffe  no  Argument 
of  a  good  caufe.  j.lhe  rvorjl  men  have  alrvay  made 
moflufeofit. 

HErc  is  much  remarkable  ftuffe  in  thefe  few  words,  which 
I  jfhal  endevour  to  difcover.  Firft,  (fay  thcyjjvere  our 
cauf ?  altered,  at  it  is  not,  or  we  worfi  Rebels  then  formerly,  as  none 
can  affirm,  dec.  We  granted  them  before  that  their  caufe  is  ftil 
the  fame  in  fpecie  as  it  was  at  firft,  and  fo  are  they  themfelves  no 
whit  altered  from  what  they  were,  but  only  a  malo  in  pejus,  from 
bad  to  worfe,  and  the  Mora  lifts  account  this  an  Alteration.  And 
let  any  one  that  hath  the  ufe  of  fenfe  and  reafon  judge  whether 
Age  doth  not  make  fome  difference  in  finful  men,  as  wrel  as  it 
doth  in  Satan  himfelf ;  who  in  the  beginning  of  the  world,  was  a 
Serpent,  (as  thefe  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  were  Rebels)  and 
it  is  true,  he  is  but  a  Serpent  ftil,  but  he  is  come  to  be  now  an  old 
Serpent,  fo  called  Rev.  1 2 .  and  that  is  aliquid  ampliui.  Antiquity 
in  evil,  fpeaks  both  a  further  ability  to  evil,  and  a  larger  meafure 
of  iniquity,  and  in  this  refpedrhe  may  be  called  a  worfe  Devit 
then  at  the  firft  ;  and  fo  may  they,  worfe  Rebels.  But  I  wil  not 
with  Arguments  either  prevent,  or  ailift  chofe  proofs,  too  fuffici- 
ently  given  of  themfelves,  by  their  own  actions:  I  had  rather 
fpend  time  to  pray  them  better. 

But  they  tel  us  of  Notice  to  be  taken  of  late  fufferings,  which 
they  have  undergon,  and  of  fome  ftrange  Patience,  which  (  it 
fecms )  as  they  fay,  hath  manifefted  it  felf  of  late  to  be  in  them  ; 
Yea ,  even  now  fince  the  difcover y  of  thefe  Papers :  Truly  we 
muft  confefs  our  errour,  we  have  not  hitherto  obferved  any  fuch 
thing,  but  we  are  refolved  (  upon  this  intimation  )  to  make  in* 
quiry,  firft  after  their  late  Sufferings,  and  then  after  their  ftrange 
Patience. 

Thefe 
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Thefe^^W^joftheirswcfind  upon  Confideration,  begin 
about  the  year  1642.  fome  certain  months  before  the  birch  of 
thofe  15?.  Propofitions :  about  the  time  of  the  Kings  firft  removal 
2{orth-Vrard,  which  as  we  imagine  and  remember  was  Lent  time, 
(and  therfore  mod  accurfed  doth  that  fupeiftitious  feafon  de- 
ferve  to  be,  and  for  ever  to  be  blotted  out  of  John  Bookers  Alma- 
nack, as  wel  as  Qhriftmas  day,  becaufe  therin  did  bcgin,.their  Ltc 
great  Sufferings)  Then,  O  then  moft  farfly  they  fel  into  the  fame 
Condition,  that  Richard  the  third  was  in,  when  (  alas  1 )  ful  fore 
againft  his  wil,  the  whole  care  and  burden  of  the  Kingdom,  was 
cad  upon  hisfhouldcrs  5  then  (alas!  )  and  from  thenceforth,  (wo 
and  alas)  they  were  forced  (cue  of  meer  Nectjfiy)  to  begin 
to  ftizc  upon  the  Kings  Magazines,  His  Forts,Tofrns,dLt\d  Caftles: 
His  Navy  of  Ships,  Houfes,  and  all  he  had,  to  their  great  dif- 
comfort  and  difpleafure.  And  how  hath  all  their  very.  Senfcs, 
fince  that  time,  bin  continually  troubled,  and  molefted  ?  their 
Ears  (  O  lamentable)  have  bin  loaden  with  the  moft  orTendve 
acclamations,  and  Honourings  of  the  people :  their  Gttft  and 
Smel  hath  bin  tormented  daily  with  the  perfumes  andfealf- 
ings  of  the  City :  their  Eies  and  Touch  have  bin  moft  vexatL- 
oufly  tortured  with  thofe  fo  loathed  heaps  of  Plate,  and  Mo- 
nies which  from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom  have  come  trow  ling 
in  ur.to  them  :  While  the  King  ( in  the  mean  time)  hath  bin  in 
great  profperiry,  wand  ring  up  and  down  in  Fields  and  Mont*, 
tains,  Cold  and  Wet,  Weak^  and  Weary,  Faint  and  Hungry,  with 
few  friends,  and  little  mony  :  Yea,  while  he  hath  had  time  ari 
opportunity  to  get  himfelf  a  Stomack ;  they  (good  fouls)  have 
bin  wel  nigh  furfeited  with  good  cheer,  and  done  to  death  w  ith 
abundance  :  Yea,  (poor  creatures)  they  have  bin  conftraineu  to 
fit  warm,  and  to  lie  foft,  to  be  ferved  in  ftate,  to  drinks  wine  in 
bowles,  to  be  behonoured,  be  worlhipped,  to  be  crouched  and 
kneeled  unto,  and  lo  forth :  Wherfore  if  that  Pope  of  Rcme^ 
when  he  lay  beaking  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  his  Luxuries,  had 
caufe  to  cry  out,.  Hen  quantum  patimnr  pro  Chrlflo  !  then  great 
reafon  have  thefe  Complainants,  to  cry  out  alio  of  their  Ltc 
great  Sufferings, 

Yea,  and  befides  all  thefe  corporal  calamities,,  their  very*  fpi- 
rits,have  bin  alfo  diftraded  many  times,  with  moft  frightful  fear} 
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and  felon/res,  as  of  Phtsy  ftrange  Plots  under  ground,  Regiments, 
great  Regiments  of  Subterranean  Horfes  lay  in  wait  for  them ; 
Conjpiracies,  dangerous  confpiracies,  were  contrived  againft  their 
corporal  welfare  ;  (as  that  honeft  TaHour  that  (ate  clofe  in  Mo*r- 
fields  can  abundantly  witnefs )  which  doleful  matters  have  oft- 
ti  mes  put  them  into  as  pittiful  a  plight  ,as  that  good  Alderman  of 
London  (their  friend)  was  in,  when  he  thought  himfelf  to  be  (hot 
in  the  breeches.  Nor  is  here  all  yet,  thefe  fears  of  theirs,  have 
bin  followed  with  increafe  of  cares  alfo,  to  provide  plenty  of 
Prifons,  and  ftrong  holds,  to  hamper  and  reftrain  the  Minifters  of 
God,  (thofe  great  enemies  to  their  undertaking)  to  devife  means 
how  to  deftroy  both  them  and  their  doctrine  ;  and  all  that  (with 
them)  adhere  faft  to  the  teftimonj  cfjefas ;  concerning  obedience 
to  god  and  Ctfar.  Thefe  and  fucn  like  have  bin  the  late  fuffe- 
rings,  and  great  troubles  of  thefe  men  ;  And  they  are  indeed  (as 
we  now  confefs)  the  more  remarkable,  becaufe  (offerings  of  this 
kind,  are  feldom  the  portion  of  Gods  children,  (as  thefe  call 
themfelves)  nor  had  we  apprehended  that  this  kind  of  life 
(  which  they  have  lived  )  had  bin  a  fuffering  ;  if  themfelves  had 
not  fo  called  it,  and  put  us  in  mind  fo  to  account  of  it  ;  Indeed 
fome  of  the  Brethren  of  the  Independent  fatlion,  (as  M.  Edwards 
that  free-fpoken  Presbyterian  in  his  Book  detecting  their  late 
manner  of  living  in  Holland,  doth  inform  the  world)  did  call 
fuch  a  kind  of  life,  (themfelves  living  it)  a  Perfecmion,  and  a  fnf- 
fering  ;  otherwife  we  have  not  heard  that  appellation  given  unto 
it  before.  But  indeed  thefe  are  new  times,  and  many  other  things 
have  new  names ;  Loyalty  is  called  Treafon,  and  Treafon  Loyalty; 
Obedience  Rebellion,  and  Rebellion  Obedience  ;  Truth  Falf- 
hood,  and  Falfhood  Truth  ;  and  why  may  not  as  wel  a  pleafant 
life  be  called  a  life  offujferings,  and  a  fuftering  life,  a  life  of  plea- 
fure,  if  it  pieafe  the  new  Omnipotence  now  above-board,  fo  to  or- 
dain  and  eftablifti  ?  No  man  muft  move  the  lip,  open  the  mouth, 
or  fo  much  as  peep  againft  it. 

And  thus  at  laft  (they  may  feej  we  have  taken  notice  of  their 
Ute  fufferings,  and  confefs  them  rare :  Now  we  fhal  view  their 
patience  too,  which  themfelves  call  ftrange,  fpeciaily  that  which 
they  have  (hewn  even  now,  after  the  difcovery  of  thefe  Papers  : 
Indeed  their  publication  of  them,  together  with  their  Preface, 
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and  Notes  upon  them,  after  their  difcovery,  is  teftimony  fuffici- 
ent  of  the  ftrangenefs  of  their  patience.  And  yet  we  mull  tel 
them,  that  we  conceive  by  the  effects  of  this  their  patience,  thai 
wehavereadoffuchalike  patience  before  now,  in  fome  others 
befidc  themfelves:  as  for  examplc,in  a  certain  DragonyRev.i  2.1  s . 
who  when  he  had  perfecuted  a  woman  there  mentioned,  (whom 
fome  interpret  to  be  the  Church  of  Chrift)  and  driven  her  into  a 
wildernefs,/.  into  a  low  and  defperate  condition  :  his  p.iticnce 
provoked  him,  to  caft  out  of  his  mouth  after  her,  Waters  as  a  flood : 
which  (as  Expofitors  fay)  were  multitudes  of  flanders,  reproach- 
ful fpecches,  fcandalous  reports  and  lies,  hoping  therby  to  drown 
her  honour  and  reputation  for  ever ;  (  for  they  would  be  more 
cafiiy  believed  of  her,  in  her  affliction  )  and  to  carry  her  away 
fo  far,  that  (h?  fliould  never  appear  in  any  credible  or  comfort- 
able condition  more  :  Nor  did  his  putience  end  here,  but  the  Text 
tels  us,  verf.11*  that  he  went  (farther  in  the  heat  therof )  to  make 
war  with  the  rcmndrt  of  her  feed,  that  keep  the  Commandment  of 
Cjod,  and  have  the  teftimony  off  efts.  We  are  fure  this  was  fuch  a 
patience,  which  thefe  men  are  fcafoned  withal,  and  which  they 
have  ftiewn  fince  their  difcovery  of  thefe  Papers,  and  do  ftil  exer- 
cife  towards  their  Soveraign,  and  all  that  remain  faithful  and 
loyal  to  him. 

Nay  and  farther  too,  we  muft  tel  thefe  men,  'that  this  humour 
which  they  call  patience  in  themfelves,  though  the  name  which 
they  give  it  be  fomthing  new  ;  yet  for  the  nature  of  it,  'tis  no 
Vihxtftrsmge  or  Angular,  for  many  men,  before  thefe  times,  have 
bin  infeded  with  it :  Cain  was,  when  he  kili'd  his  brother,  becaufe  Gen.  4. 
his  nam  works  Vvere  evil,  and  his  brothers  good :  and  fo  was  Nimrod, 
that  mighty  Hunter  before  the  Lord,  and  oppreflbur  of  his  neigh-  Gen.  10. 
bours  :  Saul'm  the  Old  Teftament  was  ful  of  this  patience,  when  1  San^  19-10 
the  Evil  Spirit  was  upon  him,  and  made  htm  throw  his  Javelin  a- 
gainft  David  at  one  time,  and  agatnft  Jonathan  at  another ;  and  A^  f 
fo  wasthat*SWin  the  new  Teftament  too,  at  fuch  time  a$  he 
went  panting  up  and  down  like  a  bloud-hound,  &  breathing forth  a  5^  lK 
threatmngs  againft  the  People  of  God  :  Shlmei  alfo  was  brim-ful 
to  the  very  mouth  of  it,  when  with  his  revilings  and  execrations 
be  faluted  David  in  the  depth  of  his  affliction ;  and  aAchitophel 
did  oversow  tfaerwith,  when  in  all  haflc  he  would  have  pur- 
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fued  his  Soveraign,  while  he  was  faint  and  weary  ;  This  Patience 
was  in  Haman  too,  when  to  be  revenged  for  Cfrfordecais  ftifnefs, 
he  endevoured  the  mine  of  the  whole  Jewifli  Nation  ;  it  was  in 
Nebuchadnezzar  alfo,  and  made  the  form  of  his  vifage  change 
againft  Sedrach,  U\tefach,  and  aAbednego,  when  in  fcruple  of 
Confcience,  theyrefufed  tofubmit  to  an  Ordinance  of  his,  al- 
moft  as  damnable  as  the  Parliament  Covenant.  And  in  the  Scribes 
and  Pharifees  it  was  mod  plentifully  abounding,  as  appears  by 
all  their  dealings  with  Chrift  and  hisApoftles :  Thus  (I  fay) 
this  condition,  which  thefe  men  commcad  in  therhfelves,  for 
the  matter  of  it,  is  not  fo  new  and  grange  •  though  I  confefs 
the  Name,  (by  which  they  call  it)  feemsfotobe;  for  it  was 
wont  to  be  tearmed  Rage,  Cruelty ,  Wrath,  and  Fury,  and  not  Pa- 
tierce  :  Yet  I  remember  Mafter  Fox  tels  us  that  Biftiop  Bonner, 
and  thofe  x>f  his  bloudy  Confiftory  in  Queen  U\<lanes  days ; 
who  (  having  with  as  much  rage  and  paflion  as  can  be  imagined, 
handled,  and  opprefled  the  Martyrs )  when  they  came  to  read 
the  definitive  fentence,  and  to  give  them  up  to  the  fecular  power 
to  be  put  to  death  ;  were  wont  to  make  proclamation,  (  as  thefe 
men  here  do)  to  the  whole  world,  of  their  great  meeknefle  and 
ftrange  Patience,  which  they  had  ufed  towards  thofe  obftinate 
Hereticks,  as  they  called  them  :  So  that  we  fee  this  Patience  here 
mentioned,  is  not  only  by  Bifhop  Bonners  Authority  a  ftrange 
Patience9  but  alfo  fuch  a  Patience,  as  Mailer  Fox  hi  mfelf  doth 
make  mention  of,  in  the  Book  of  Martyrs.  But  the  poor  Church 
of  Chrift  hath  felt  enough,  and  too  much  of  this  their  Patience 
therefore  at  this  time,  I  wil  fpeak  no  more  of  it,  onely  I  con- 
clude in  the  words  of  the  Prophet  Micha,  The  beft  of  them  u 
m  a  Bryer,  the  moft  upright  of  them,  is  Jbarper  then  the  thorne 
Hedge. 

The  next  thing  they  mention  (wherein  they  Triumph  indeed 
and  glory)  is  their  l*te  extraordinary  fuccefs  in  ihe  field:  fome  per- 
haps may  wonder,how  thefe  three  can  accord  together  ygr  eat /of- 
ferings, ftrange  Patiense,  and  extraordinary  good  fuccefs,  and  all  of 
late :  but  they  muft  remember,  that  their  Sufferings  and  Patience, 
being  of  that  kind,  as  was  Shewed  before,  may  welftand  with 
extraordinary  good  fuccefs,  yea,  in  fuch  men  as  they  are,  fuch  J of- 
ferings, and  fuch  pat'unce,  are  the  natural  fruits  and  dependants 
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of  pfofpcrity ,    and  Extraordinary  good  Succejfe. 

But  by  the  way,  take  notice  of  their  end,  in  yoakingthefe 
three  together ;  *Pofterity  and  good  fuccefTe,  which  of  old,  went 
currant  onely  among  the  Papifts,  for  a  Note  of  the  true  Church  • 
is  now  admitted  alfo  by  thefe  men,  to  be  a  fpeciall  marke  of  the 
goodneffe  of  their  caufe ;  but  in  regard  our  Religion  hath  hither- 
to taught,  that  fufferings,  and  patience  were  rather  the  marks  of 
Chrifts  true  flock,then  extraordinary  fuccefle  in  the  world;  there- 
fore Euphonu  gratia,  for  found  fake,  the  name  of 'fu fferings  and 
patience,  arc  ftill  retained,  and  joyned  together  here,  with  extrar 
ordinary  get d  fucceffe  ;  ssfltcratio  non  fit  in  infiantiy  if  the  Change 
from  one  extreamc  unto  another,  (hould  not  be  by  degrees,  it 
would  be  too  groffe,  and  palpable  :  but  by  that  time  the  three 
Propofitions  be  granted  to  them,  Extraordinary  good fucceffe  will 
be  able  to  ftani  alone,  and  to  go  currant  among  all  their  Profe- 
lites,  for  an  unqueftionable  note  of  the  true  Church,  or  caufe  :  it 
will  not  need  the  countenance  of  thefe  two  names  of  Suffering 
and  Tatience,  which  (hall  from  thenceforth  be  rejected,  and 
wholly  difclaimed,  as  infallible  marks  of  Loyalty  and  CMalig- 
nancy. 

Indeed,  fuceejfe  is  the  beft  Argument  they  have  to  win  and 
hold  people  to  themfelves,  and  to  their  Caufe  :  wherefore  tis  re- 
quifite  that  for  further  difcovery,  I  ftiew  the  invalidity,  and 
weakneffe  of  this  their  Argument.  But  firft  for  our  better  pro- 
greflfc  therein,  we  (hall  confider  what  this  extraordinary  fuccejfe  is, 
which  they  fo  brag  and  boaft  of,  and  what  are  the  true  grounds 
and  caufes  of  it. 

Their  Succejfe  ( I  confeffc )  to  narrow  Capacities,  and  low 
braines  mayfeemc  (  as  they  call  it )  extraordinary:  but  to  thofc 
that  confider  the  caufes  of  things,  together  with  the  meanes  and 
manner  of  their  proceedings,  it  appeareth  nothing  fo. 
•  Tis  well  known  how  by  fraud  and  policy,  they  feized  at  una- 
wares upon  the  Kings  Militia  and  2{avy  :  How  they  ingroffed 
into  their  hands,  moft  of  his  Towncs,Ca(lles,  Rents,  Revenues, 
and  all  he  had ;  leaving  him  nothing  of  his  owne  to  fubfift  on : 
How  they  rooked  to  themfelves,  all  the  Plate  and  Money  of  the 
Kingdome :  and  how  by  the  fervice  of  falfe  Teachers,  they  poy- 
foned  the  hearts  of  his  Subje&sj  drew  them  frgm  their  Alle- 
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geance,  and  armed  them  againfthim  ;  And  having  done  all  this, 
they  were  able  to  get  a  Victory  ^againft  him  at  2{az,e  by -field ;  af- 
ter they  had  taken  away,  what  ere  he  had  to  defend  himfelf,  they  I 
made  a  fhift  to  beat  him  with  his  own  Weapons ;  after  four  long 
years  purfuit  of  him :  and  what  extraordinary  matter  is  there  in 
all  this  /  Nay,  fome  fay  too,  they  had  not  prevailed  then  neither, 
but  that  they  plowed  with  the  Kings  Heifer :  (as  they  alfo  did,  in 
their  taking  thofe  Townes  and  Caftles,  which  fince  they  entred 
upon :)  Had  not  fome,  whom  the  King  trufted,  been  perfidious, 
thefe  great  Conquerours  had  not  been  fo  profperous :  Where- 
fore the  cafe  being  rightly  ftated,  it  was  not  altogether  ViBorkus 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  but  partly  alfo  victorious  treachery,  and  vi- 
ctorious money,  which  was  the  procurer  of  fuch  their  late  extra* 
ordinary  great  fuccerTe  :  And  yet  (perhaps)  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  may 
be  a  right  valiant  ma  iin  his  way,  as  many  other  Commanders 
*  And  I  hope  on  that  fide  are,  worthy  ail  to  be  *  engaged  in  a  more  noble  and: 
through  Gods  righteous  quarrell ;  and  I  wifh,  with  my  Soul,  for  their  Soules 
mercy  to  them  f^e  ?  and  for  the  honour  of  the  Enghfh  Nation,  that  either 
rhev'ma  "To  ^e  cau^e  >v^cri  c^c7  ftnve.to  maintaine  i  were  better,  or  that 
their  own  eter- tnc^r  induftry  wherewith  they  maintaine  it,  were  not  fo 
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honour;  &  the     But  that  none  may  think  that  the  extraordinary  fucceffe,  which 
recovery  of  the        pcrvcrters  of  Order,  thefe  underrainers  of  Government/, 
Kingdoms  loithayehad^  and  which  thefc  troubles  of         thefe  over-turners 
of  Chri(tia,nity  do  boalt  of,  is  to  be  attributed  to  any  goodnefle 
in  their  caufe,  or  to  any  Celeftiall  or  Divine  bencdidion  upon  it. 
I  fhall  defire  them  toconfiderof  the  true  Grounds  and  Reafons 
of  it.  I  ihall  name  only  thofe  that  are  raoft  vifible,  amongft  which 
Nemo  parere  I  .might  mention  private  divisions,  between  our  Chieftaines,  who 
to  revenge  themfelves  of  one  another,  feemed  not  to  care  what 
advantage  they  gave  to  the  common  foe,  nor  what  detriment  to 
the  King :  but  this  hath  been  too  futficiently,  yea,  too  (hameful- 
ly  vifible,  without  further  notice. 

I  might  raenticm  alfo  the  Indifiretion,  or  inability  of  thofe,1 
who  have  undertaken  to  manage  the  Kings  Affaires :  Thegrea- 
Screnui  lingua  tc^  tfi^rs  (  faves  tne  proverb  )  are  not  always  the  wifefi  men.  He 
multi,ignavife-  taat  can  ma^e  a  witty  fpeech,  is  not  alwayes  meeteft  to  fway 
rcomnes  opera,  a  Conncell ;  norare  men  of  quickeft  guftorrelifli,  always  men 
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of  the  beft  and  fagcft  fpirit ;  'tis  one  thing  to  give  directions,  for 
drefling  of  a  good  Dinner,  and  another  thing  to  give  order?, 
for  the  governing  of  a  great  Army  :  Bciide,  the  Genius  of  iorne 
men,  is  neither  publick  nor  noble  enough,  either  to  gaine,  or  keep 
the  Hearts  of  people,  who  by  a  certaine  inftinft  from  above,  are 
mod  regardfull  (in  troubleforhe  times)  ofthofe,  whom  they  ap^ 
prehend,  to  be  moft  negledfull  of  themfelves.  Allured  ly  the  King 
and  his  Caufe  both,  have  received  the  greateft  wounds  from  the 
hands  of  Friends. 

I  might  alfo  mention  mens  dlfhoneflj,  in  falfifying  the  truft  im- 
pofed  in  them,  when  they  have  by  their  oppreilion  and  violerrce,  Dcniq;  in  du- 
beggered  the  people  committed  to  their  care;  by  their  excefs  arid  ribus  !Pfis  non 
harflinef?,  weakened  their  hearts,  and  loofened  the  joynts  of  j^f^r non 
Loyalty  in  them  :  and  made  the  places  ftrong  and  fenlible,  (as     S*  Ip  ' 
if  they  had  been  there  fet,  only  to  enrich  themfelves,  and  to  make 
preparation  for  the  Enemy,  and  this  being  done,  their  work  were 
done)  they  have  delivered  up  all  into  the  adverfaries  hand,  and 
fo  departed.  But  to  omit  thefc  and  many  more  particulars, 
(  which  might  be  named  )  which  have  occalioned  that  great  fuc- 
cefs  fo  gloried  in  -  I  {kali  mention  only  three ,  viz.  Rewifi- 
■neffe  in  the  beft  of  ours,  Trophanenejfe  in  the  worft ,  and  Popul.tr 
fury. 

u  Remifnefs.  The  beft  on  our  fide  in  gcnerall,  being  not 
armed  or  quickned,with  fuch  flings  otHutredjxs  they  on  their  fide 
are,  have  been  more  heavy  and  dull  in  their  oppofite  defires,  and 
inferiour  to  them  in  their  attempts  and  practifes.  They  by  tum- 
bling and  tofllng  l&c  heaps  of  mow  rowled  up  and  down,  have  I 
grown  great  and  fcighty :  and  we,  by  our  frofty  coldnefs,  have 
given  tltem  leave  to  harden :  Whereby  they  are  encreafed  to  that 
ftupendious  heap  we  fee ;  though  'tis  poflibk  yet  that  a  thaw 
may  come,  for  rota  fonnna  is  i*gyro>  notwithstanding  their  pre- 
lenc  bignefs,  they  may  be  fenlible  of  a  diminution,  might  but  the 
glorious  Sun-fiiine  of  Gods  Countenance,  return  again  upon  our 
Soveraign. 

And  yet  (perhaps)  this  Remifnefs  (  which  I  ftemeto  tax  in 
thefeofours )  hath  been  more  from  others  rdtraUnt/  then  their 
owne  fluggifhnefs?  for{aias !)  the  chiefeftcare  oftdo^many  a- 
mongftus.,  hath  been. to  dump  the  endevours of  goodmen,  in 
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fcch  places  where  they  might  have  been  moft  ferviceaWe :  yea,  to 
prevent  (if  pofliblc)  their  being  trufted;  or  iraployed  at  all ;  for 
fear  (I  think)  the  Kings  Affaires  fliould  thrive  too  well ;  if  fuch 
had  had  the  managing  of  them:  many  of  the  Kings  friends  (as 
they  have  been  called)  have  been  fo  faithfull  to  Him,  that  they 
would  neither  do  their  own  duties]  nor  fuffer  others  to  do  theirs  • 
having  themfelves  defcrved  ill,  they  could  not  abide,  that  others 
fliould  defcrve  better ;  it  hath  been  one  of  the  hardeft  things,, 
for  a  known  honeft  man  to  obtain  leave  of  them/ fince  the  Kings 
troubles  began)  to  doe  His  Majelty  faithfull  fervice:  yea,  I  have 
heard  it  often  faid,  that  the  fur  eft  and  fpeedieft  way,  for  one  to  bring 
himfelfe  to  mine,  among  manjofthe  Kings  men>  was  JeJxufbre 
dftive>  and  honeft,  then  other sy  in  doing  the  Kings  worke.  Nay,  if  a 
Mnifter  ofChrifthath  but  laboured  earneftly  and  zealouflyin 
his  proper  way,  (according  to  his  Office)  in  the  behalf  of  God, 
his  Soveraigne,  and  his  Country ;  He  hath  growne  remarkable  on 
the  fuddaine,  and  been  noted  by  many  ( that  fliould  have  en- 
couraged him)  for  an  unfufferable  fellow ;  fit  for  nothing  but  for 
(laughter,  (unlefs  prefently  filenced  and  difmiffed)  for  they  have 
cryed>HeVpMJpoile  the  Kings  Caufiiflet  alone,  and  make  all  the 
Souldiers  ftarkJPuritanes>  rank^  Round-heads,  or  elfe  ftirre  up  all  the 
people  againft  us :  (and  all  this,  but  for  his  faithfull  and  true  diflikc 
©f  that  which  fpoilcd  it.)  Remifenejfe  therefore  in  good  men,  is 
granted  a  mean  to  preferve  their  own  fafeties,  »but  withall  tis  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  fpecial  things  that  hath  damnified  the  Kings 
Caufe,  and  advanced  that  of  the  Enemy* 

2.  As  Rcmifoefle  in  fome,  fo  prophanefle  and  high  impiety  in 
forae  others  of  our  fide  hath  weakned  us,  aril  aided  them :  tis  a 
true  faying,  tsf  divine  blefpng  doth  alwayes  accompany  goM  caufes, 
where  wicktdneffe  and  wilf till  witltffenejfe  doth  not  bar  againft  it ; 
but  when  either  of  thefe  oppofe,  the  blefling  is  obftru&ed :  and 
( alas  \)  Hinc  dolor ,  Hinc  lacrjnu,  hence  alfo  is  the  fource  of  our 
forrows,  and  of  our  enemies  good  fucceffe :  Sir  Edwin  Sands  in 
his  Europe  jpeculum  tells  us,  that  the  fewes  in  their  peculations  of 
the  caufes  of  the  ftrange  fuecejfe  of worldly  affair es9  doe  afftgnethe 
reafon  of  the  Turkes  prevailing  againft  the  Cbriftians  to  their  Bla- 
jphemtesy  and  horrid  Oathes,  Which  doe  Wound  the  eares  of  the  very 
Heavens^  and  cry  to  the  throne  ef  fuftice  for  Divine  vengeance; 
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Vehtrcti  the  Turkes  hate  prophanation,  and  mil  not  fujfer  Chrifl  to  he 
ill/fokenof:  the  fame  reafon  may  be  given  for  the  enemies  pre- 
vailing  of  late  againft  the  Kings  men.  (Though  I  doe  not  fay 
that  all  on  the  Enemies  fide,  are  free  from  this  hellifh  finne,  or  fo 
refpectfull  of  Chrift  and  God,  as  the  Turkes  are  in  this  particu- 
lar '.for  there  are  with  themyeven  with  them  alfoy  moft  horrid  fwea- 
rers,  and  moft  execrable  blafphemers  :  but  their  evilis  hurt  not 
us,  as  our  owne  doe,  nor  are  fo  mif-becoming  their  Caufe,  as 
ours  are  to  that  which  we  maintaine.)  And  indeed  never  any 
good  undertaking  had  fo  many  unworthy  attendants :  fuch  hor- 
rid blafphemers,  and  wicked  wretches  as  ours  hath  had :  I  quake 
to  think,  much  more  to  fpeak,  what  mine  eares  have  heard,  from 
fome  of  their  lips :  but  to  dtfeover  them,  is  not  my  prefent  bufi- 
nefs  •  a  day  may  come,  when  the  world  may  fee,  that  we  who  ad- 
here to  the  King  for  Confcience  fake,  (what  ever  is  faid  of  us 
to  the  contrary)  have  as  truly  hated  the  prophanejfe  and  vtfenejfe 
of  our  own  men,  as  we  have  done  the  dlfloyalty  and  Rebellion  of 
the  Enemy :  For  indeed,  the  truth  is,  betwixt  them  both  (as  be- 
twixt two  mil-ftones)  the  King,  his  Caufe,  and  our  fclvcs  too,  are 
ground  in  pieces :  and  were  the  matter  well  opened,  it  would 
appear,  that  both  thofe  and  thefe,have  had  but  one  and  the  fame 
end,  even  to  fatisfie  their  owne  lulls,  and  enrich  themfelves,  with 
the  ruines  of  their  King  and  Country.  Btat  without  all  queftion, 
neglect  of  Religion ,  and  want  of  Difcipline ,  hath  weakned 
and  undone  the  Kings  Armies:  O  had  His  Sacred  Ma  jetties 
Commands ,  and  Orders  for  the  excrcife  of  both ,  been  put 
in  Execution,  the  Enemy  had  never  been  able  to  have  ftood  be- 
fore us. 

3.  Popular  Fmy,  (which  is  like  the  rufting  of  mighty  Waters} 
comes  alfoin,  to  the  making  upofthisLand-floud,  which  gives 
the  Advcrfary  fuchoccafion  of  glorying:  the  Addition  of  the 
many,  though  it  canadde  no  true  credit  to  their  Caufe,  yet  it 
makes  the  fucceffe  appear  extraordinary :  The  People  (fayes  fere-  Icr 
my)  arefoolifa  and  know  not  Gods  way :  and  our  Saviour  fayes, 
the  Multitude  walks  in  the  bread  way  y  they  arc  led  much  by 
mouth  and  noife,  and  incline  alwayes  to  the  ftrongeft :  their  de- 
lights are^  to  lift  up  thofe  that  art  already  Hp,  and  to  throw  downe 
Inter,  tht  already  downs ;  with  them  the  winner  hath  alwayes 
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praife,  let  a  man  get  power  or  profperity  how  he  can,  he  (hall 
not  want  vertue  in  their  opinions.  A  notable  Teftimony  of 
Rev. 1 3 -  this  we  have  in  that  propheticall  vifion,  Rev.  1 3.  (wherein  is  fore- 
ftiewn  what  (hall  fall  out  in  thefe  latter  times,)  we  are  there  told 
of  a  certain  Beaft  with  many  Heads,  whom  all  the  world  W^- 
der  after,  in  regard  of  his  Power  and  Authority,  which  (  not- 
withstanding,) was  not  Imvfnll,  or  rightly  come  by,  (as  the  Text 
infers)  For  the  Dragon  or  Devil!  did  give  it  to  him,  and  not 
God,  yet  fuch  was  the  blindnefs  and  fury  of  the  People,  that  they 
-did  worflbip  and  adore  him  for  it. 

And  by  the  way,  let  us  here  note  :  that  Satan  is  fometime  faid 
to  give  power  (  by  Gods  permiflion)  as  well  as  God :  and  as  that 
power  which  is  gotten  by  honeft  and  lawfull  meanes,  is  Gods 
Iohn  1  p.  1 1.  gift,  of  which  kinde  was  that  of  Pi/at,  ( though  abufed  by  him  ) 
ic  was  conferred  upon  him,  by  the  voluntary  defigncment  of 
Cafar,  the  Supream  Magiftrate  :  and  therefore  (our  Saviour  faies) 
it  vp  04  of  God,  or  from  above:  So  that  ftrength  and  Authority 
( on  the  other  fide)  which  is  obtained  by  unlawfull  courfes,  is  the 
gift  of  Satan  ;  and  fuch  was  that  of  the  many-headed  Monfter 
forementioned:  He  is  faid/o  have  received  power  from  the  Dragon, 
beca»fe  by  fraud,  violence,  and  unjult  waves,  he  had  gryped  a 
great  ftrength  of  the  Militia  into  his  hands,  whereby  for  a  feafon 
he  was  fuccefefull  in  many  defignes.  Yea,  fayes  the  fpirit,  verf.  7. 
He  made  vfiarre  with  the  Saints,  and  overcame  them  5  He  prevailed 
over  men  of  all  forts,  fmall  and  great,  rich  and  poorc,  free  and 
bond;  and  compelled  them  to  receive  a  Marks,  or  to  take.a 
•Covenant,  and  no  man  might  live  and  trade,  'duytpr  fill  in  alibis 
Quarters,  that  fcrupled  at  it.  And  in  regard  of  this  his  great 
Power,  and  fuccefs  together  ;  all  that  dwelt  upon  the  earth,  or 
in  the  Countries  where  he  had  to  doe,  fthofe  onely  excepted 
(  fayes  the  Text  )  whofe  names  Were  written  in  the  book?  of  Life') 
didworftiip  the  Beaft  wondered  after  him,  and  admired  him  : 
^ay^n&5  who  is  like  unto  the  Beaft  t  who  is  able  to  make  PVame 
•with  him  f  And  no  doubt  but  the  Beaft  did  admire  himfelfe 
too,  for  fuch  his  greatnefs  and  fuccefs  among  the  People., 
whofe  foolifti  and  froward  accefs  ( indeed  )  did  make  the  fame 
fo  extraordinary .  L 
Thefe  I  conceive  are  the  chief  canfes  of  shat  profpcrity\which 
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the  enemy  fo  much  glories  in  ;  what  invifible  reafons  there  be  in 
Godsfccret  Councell  for  his  permitting  this,  I  cannot  tell;  but 
fore  I  am,  ( though  the  Adverfaries  may  have  received  their  po- 
wer as  that  beaft  did,,  to  doe  as  they  have  done,  yet )  Gods  Hand 
it  felfe,  is  in  the  Judgement,  as  'tis  a  punifliment.  And  indeed  we 
have  finned  one  with  another,  and  therefore  are  juftly  pun i (lied 
one  by  another ;  we  had  made  this  happy  and  rich  Kingdom  the 
fhge  of  our  wickednefs,  and  therefore  it  is  become  unto  us  an 
rAchcldama,  or  field  of  blood, ;  and  llnuld  God  make  it  an  Hell  jlU 
fo,  for  ever  to  torment  us  h  ;  it  would  be  but  our  due  merit,  and 
his  true  Juftice  :  Let  us  give  God  his  di\:  glory,  He  is  righteous  in 
all  his  doings. 

The  Judgement  ( indeed)  hath  falne  hitherto,  moll:  heavy  up- 
on the  Kings  Family,  and  Party;  and  this  I  bJecve  is  of  Gods 
fpeciall  permiflion  too  ;  but  whether  becaufe  Judgement  doth  ufn-  x  pet<  4  1 
ally  begin  at  Gods  own  houfe>  or  becaufe  we  on  that  fide,  are  in 
thegenerall  fofinfull,  andthebeftof  us  fo  little  affefted  with 
thefe  nationall  mifcries,  and  fo  little  humbled  under  our  own,  I 
cannot  tz\\>Gods  Conncells  are  a  great  deep :  But  let  this  be  confef- 
£ed  to  our  fhame,  (  of  which  I  wifti  we  could  take  more  unto  our 
felves,  for  this  is  a  time  and  feafon  to  do  it  in  )  I  thinke  fince  the 
world  began,  there  was  never  fo  great  a  Judgement  lefle  Jaid  to 
heart,  (wherein  fo  many  are  concerned)  then  this  is  by  u?.  Alas, 
Alas  /  Who  amongst  us  yet  jpeakpth  aright  f  Who  repenteth  him  of 
his  wickednefs  ?  Who  lamenteth  for  his  fin  ?  Who  fmites  him- 
felfe,  and  fayes,  what  have  I  done  ?  Every  one  fin  a  manner)  ftill  ier  2.6. 
goes  on  'in  his  old  courfe,  and  runs  defperately  upon  his  owne 
mine,  even  as  the  Herfe  that  wanteth  underftanding,  rufheth  into 
the  battle.  We  have  thofe  that  feeme  to  hate  Religion,  as  much 
as  the  Rebells  doe  Loyalty  ;  yea  that  make  Religion  a  mark  of 
Rebellion^  even  as  they  on  the  other  fide  do  make  Rebellion  a  mark 
of  Religion  :  Nay  I  would  they  did  not  hate  both  Loyalty  and  Re- 
ligion too  ;  fure  they  ufe  thofe  wor3  that  are  to  both  thefe  beft 
arfe&ed  •  we  muft  needs  think  that  God  hath  an  high  indigna- 
tion againft  fuch  perfons,  and  difdaincs-  fure,  to  make  them  fuc- 
cesfull  inftruments  in  his  righteous  Caufe,  and  perhaps  till  they 
be  cut  off,  the  enemies  (hall  profper  :  and  then  the  wheele  fhaH 
be  turned  another  way ;  and  the  truly  Loyall  and  Religiouv 

qptQS 


A  Vindication 

qnos  vilhr  vifluf^furit,  that  fuflfer  by  both  fides ,  may  fee  better 
times. 

We  find  the  Church  in  her  complaint  of  fuch  men,prophefying 
Ifay  16.  x  i.     to  this  purpofe,  O  Lord,  thy  hand  (fell,  of  JufticeJ  is  lifted  up ,  and 
they  will  not  fee  or  acknowledge  the  fame :  but  they  /hall fee,  (kiU 
before  God  hath  done  with  them,  and  feelc  too)  yea,  and  be  ajha- 
medfor  their  envie  (or  malice)  at  thy  people,  (viz.  who  make  bet- 
ter ufe  of  the  judgement  then  themfelves  doe  )  for  the  fire  of  thine 
enemies  /hall  devour  them,  u  f.  the  fire  of  rage,  and  power  of  do- 
ing hurt,  (hall  be  the  longer  permitted  to  Gods  very  enemies, 
untill  thefe  wicked,  and  ungodly  wretches,  arc  devoured,  fcat- 
tered  or  deftroyed :  And  till  then  (  as  is  inferred  alfo  in  that 
Chapter)  even  the  righteous  people  that  keep  the  truth,  and  wait  for 
God,  in  the  way  of  his  judgements,  muft  with  patience  fubmit 
themfelves,  and  meekly  bcare  the  indignation ;  remembring  that 
God  hath  alwayes  had  his  time  to  lift  and  try,  whom  he  hath 
formerly  taught  and  fed :  and  this  to  them  is  that  feafon  :  this 
is  Gods  thrcftiing  time,  His  fan  «  now  in  his  hand ;  he  is  taking  a- 
way  his  wheat,  and  hath  carry  ed  much  of  it  already  out  of  fight, 
thechafTc  remaines  dill  in  great  heaps  upon  the  floore ;  and  ha- 
ving received  little  or  no  diminution,  glorieth  in  its  extraordinary 
great  fuccefe,  not  thinking  what  muft  ftiortfy  be  done  with  it,how 
tis  defigned  to  the  fire. 
§ .  4.       But  becaufe  Succeffe  is  fo  great  a  plea  with  thefe  men,  and  fo 
prevalent  with  moft  people  :  I  will  firft  (hew,  that  tis  the  weakeft 
Argument  that  can  be  allcdged  to  prove  the  goodnes  of  a  Caufe ; 
and  then,  that  the  wickedeft  men  have  moftufedit.  But  of  both 
thefe  briefly* 

$•  Concerning  the  firft,  David  in  the  73.  Tfalme,  defcribing  the 

outward  eftate  of  evill  men,  fayes,  they  were  fucccffefuH  in  their 
affaires ;  infomuch  that  people  thereupon  came  in  apace  unto  them, 
yea  fo  profperous  they  were  in  their  way,  that  himfelfe  in  a  man- 

Icrcmy  1 1.  ncr  was  non-plufTed  at  the  matter.  And  Jeremy  the  Prophet  ar- 
gues with  God  about  the  fame  thing,  why  it  (hould  fo  be,  That 
theyVeho  dealt  very  tre  acker  oh  fly,  Jbould  be  fo  very  happy :  Whofc 
conditions  alfo  in  another  place,  he  defcribes  more  fully  in  thefe 

Icr.  j.  16,17*  words.  <sAmongmy  people  are  found  wicked  men,  who  lie  in  waite, 
and fet  traps  and /hares  tf  catch  their  Brethren,  their  houfee  are  full 
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ef  deceit  and  wrong,yea  they  do  (in  their  injuftice  and  cruelty)  y#r- 
pxjfe  the  deeds  of  ordinary  wicked  men  ?  they  take  upon  them  to  be 
Judges,  and  yet  judge  not  the  caufe,  no  not  fo  much  as  the  caufc  of 
the  father  leffeyor  the  right  of  the  needy,  and  yet  they  prejper,  are  be- 
come great,  grow  rich,  waxen  fat  and  Jhine* 

Here  was  profperity  we  fee,  here  was  fuccefle,  but  no  Honefty, 
nogoodnefl'e.  So  the  Prophet  Habak^uk  complains  of  treache-  i#  i*, 
row  dealers,  and  wicked perfins,  who  devoured  men  more  righteous 
then  tkemf elves  ?  They  catched  them  in  their  netsy  and  gathered  them 
in  their  drags,  and  thereupon  rejoyced  in  themfelves,  and  offered  facri- 
fice  to  their  oV?n  nets,  burnt  incenfe  to  their  drags,  becaufe  by  them 
their  portion  was  fat,  and  their  meat  plenteous. 

We  read  in  Rev.  1 2.  of  the  true  Church,  How  fhe  was  driven 
by  the  Dragon  into  the  wilderneflc,  r.  e.  into  a  defolate  and  ob- 
fcurc  Condition,  Delituit  in  Cavernis,non  eminuit  in  primaries  fe-  ^ev>II>I4t 
dibus,  (as  one  faies)  fhe  was  not  vifible,  jas  formerly,  nor  had  fhe 
power  and  liberty  to  fliew  her  fclf  in  hef  family;,  or  to  govern 
her  Children,  as  fhe  was  wont  to  do  ;  fhe  was  in  the  very  fame 
Condition,  as  our  Mother-Church  of  England's**  now  in  ;  the  de- 
vil had  obtained  great  fucceffe  againft  her,  but  fhal  we  conclude 
from  thence,  that  He  was  in  the  right,  and  fhe  in  the  wrong, 
or  Him  to  be  the  beloved  of  God>and  (he  the  hated  ?  we  have  no 
fufficient  reafon  for  it.  So  in  the  7.  ver.  of  the  next  Chap,  where  Rev.  t  3.13,7-0 
that  Beaft  is  faid  to  make  War  With  the  Saints,  to  overcome  them ; 
doth  it  therefore  follow,  that  his  caufe  was  better  then  theirs  f  I 
think  not.  In  the  1 1.  of  Darnel  a  certain  vile  perfin  (fo  intitled)  ^.g^. 
is  prophefied  of,  who  fliould  do  much  mifchief,  againft  the  Holy 
people,  whom  he  fhould  kil  and  defiroy,  and  againft  the  San&uary, 
or  place  of  Gods  worftiipi  which  he  fhould  pollute,  taking, iway 
the  daily  Sacrifice,  (or  (fommon-prayer  unto  God)  and  fetting  up 
the  Abomination  of  Defolation  in  the  room  thereof ;  Yea,  he  fhould 
exalt  himfelf  (  above  Him  he  ought  to  obey  )  and  jpeak^Blafphe- 
mous  things,  againft  the  god  of  gods ;  He  fliould  Honour  onely 
the  God  of  forces,  i.  e.  He  fliould  truft  only  in  his  Militia,  or 
ftrength  of  weapons  for  fafety  and  protection,  (all  thefe  it  feems 
are  the  conditions  of  a  vile  perfon  )  yet  fliould  ne  profper  for  an 
appointed  time,  until  the  indignation  be  accomplifbei,  (  faies  the 
Text )  wbkh  rf4s  determined  to  be  done.  We  know  that  Cain  f  re- 
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vailed  againft  <*Abel>  yet  Abel  was  the  better  man,and  offered  the 
better  facrifice  :  Nay,  the  Pharifees  (we  know)  prevailed  againft 
Chrift  himfelf,  for  a  feafon,  had  their  wils  of  him,  got  him 
Crucified  by  the  common  vote  and  confent  of  the  people,  even 
according  to  the  defires  of  their  own  hearts.  And  from  hence  it 
was  believed  by  a  great  many,  that  Chrift  was  even  fuch  a  man  as 
his  Enemies  reported  him  :  fciL  a  Deceiver,  and  a  Malefeftor : 
and  that  it  was  the  juft  judgment  of  God  upon  him,  for  his  fins  : 
Hewasdejpifed,  rejecledof  meny  (  faies  the  Prophet  )  Tea,  we  e- 
fteemed  him  fmittenofGod,  (fiil.fot  his  own  fins)  and  afflitled. 
NaVjfomeof  hisDifciples  themfelves  were  fo  ftaggered  at  the 
matter,  that  even  they,  made  aqueftion,  whether  he  were  the 
man,  whom  they  took  him  to  be,  becaufe  of  that  fuccefs  which 
his  Enemies  had  againft  him  :  we  trusted  (  fay  they  )  it  had  been 
he,  that  JhouLi  have  redeemed  Ifrael,  as  if  they  now  feared  they 
were  deceived.  Indeed  it  is  the  Humour  of  men,  (though  often 
warned  to  the  contrary)  to  pafs  fentence  upon  others  from  a 
view  of  their  outward  condition ;  if  they  profper,  then  they  con- 
clude them  goody  and  beloved  of  God ;  if  not,  then  wicked  prefent- 
ly:  When  the  Viper  w as  feen  hanging  on  S..  Pauls  hand ;  He  was 
judged  a  Murderer  immediately,  and  the  woril  man  in  all  the 
company:  fo  thofe  whom  Pilate  flew,  (  while  they  were  at  their 
devotions)  and  thofe  on  whom  the  To\X>er  of  Siloe/> /,  were  thought 
greater  finners,  then  other  men^  becaufe  of  their  misfortunes,which 
opinion  our  Saviour  himfelf  confuteth:  Yea  fcriptur  e  through- 
out, and  daily  experience  both,  doth  inform  us,  that  the  beft  men 
are  ufually  the  moft  afflicted,  for  this  world  is  the  furnace  wher- 
in,and  Affliction,  is  the  fire  wherwith,  God  neals  his  people,  and 
makes  them  fit  for  a  better  habitation:  And  thus  we  fee  that  to 
argue  from  fuccefs,  is  but  a  weak  kind  of  Arguing ;  nay,  thefe  ve- 
ry men  that  now  ufe  the  fame  in  their  own  behalr,  were  wont  to 
fay  heretofore,  (when  others  have  prevailed  againft  their  facti- 
on )  The  more  Knave  the  better  luchj^  I  know  no  reafon  but  that 
Jroverb  is  ftil  as  true  as  ever. 

2.  But  I  fhal  now  (hew  in  the  next  place,  that  the  worft  men 
have  always  bin  wont  to  plead  this  Argument;  Two  or  three 
examples  amongft  many  fhal  be  alleaged  to  this  purpofe :  The 
Scripture  tels  of  Rabf^eht  when  he  moved  the  people  of  fer*- 
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fjem,  (  as  thefc  men  do  us )  to  make  a  general  revolt  from  Mm 
zekiah,  he  pretended  that  God  had  fee  him  on  work,  and  had 
faid,  Go  up  againft  this  Lind,  anddeftroj  it,  and  his  main  Argument  ^-S^  X<V9- 
was,  his  Matters  extraordinary  great  fuccejfe :  to  which  purpofe, 
he  reckoned  up  (as  our  enemies  do)  a  great  many  Cities,  Towns, 
and  Caftles,  which  he  had  taken  ;  as  Hamah)and  Arphad,  Sephar- 
vaim,  Henah,  and  Ivah.  And  fo  the  Turks  argue  at  this  day  a- 
gainft  the  Chriftians,  that  their  Religion  excels  ours,  becaufe  they 
have  profpered  better,  and  prevailed  more  then  we  have  done. 
And  in  like  fort  the  Independent  fatlion  may  urge  the  fame  thing, 
againft  the  Presbyterians  here  amongft  ns ;  for  they  have  been 
the  moft  fuccesful :  and  if  the  Argument  be  good,  then  down 
muft  go  the  Prejbjterj  (  as  wel  as  Epifiopacy  I )  root  and  branch  I 
and  the  Parliament  have  erred  in  Voting  for  it*yea,and  the  Cove- 
nant taken  to  conform  the  Government  of  this  Church,  t©  that 
of  Scotland,  becomes  fruftrate  and  of  none  effect:  But  to  pro- 
ceed ; 

.   As  Jlabjhakeh  and  the  Turks ,  fo  the  Popifh  Biftiops  in  .%u.Ma^ 
ties  time,  did  infifh  much  upon  this  Argument,  (  as  Mafter  Fox  Fox  Martyred, 
witneffcth  )  they  would  urge  upon  the  Martyrs  their  extraordi- 
nary faceffe,  which  they  and  their  caufe  had,  by  King  Edwards 
death,  and  Queen  CMaries  coming  to  the  Crown,  (  againft  fuch 
great  endevours  to  the  contrary  )  thefe  very  men,  who  now  ufe 
the  fame  Argument,  in  their  own  behalf,  wil  not  allow,  that  it 
was  fiifficiently  good  then,  in  the  behalf  of  the  Papifts.  I  wil 
mention  but  one  example  more,  and  that  is  of  Pope  Alexander 
the  third,  who  (as  ftoryfpeaks  him)  was  none  of  the  beftmen; 
when  he  had  prevailed  againft  the  good  Emperour  Frederic  kjhe 
fecond,  his  Liege-Lord  (  as  thefe  have  done  againft  their  King  ) 
by  getting  a  great  vi&ory  againft  him,  wherein,moft  unfortunate- 
ly his  fon  was  taken  prifoncr :  for  redemption  of  whom,  the 
Emperour  was  forced  to  proftrate  himfclf  upon  the  ground,  and 
yeild  his  neck  to  be  trod  en  on  :  and  to  acknowledge  Alexander 
to  be  rightful  Pipe,  (which  byreafonofa  fchifme  was  before 
denied  )  and  to  reftore  what  ever  had  been  taken,,  during  the 
war  on  his  part :  when  ( I  fay  )  the  Pope  had  brought  him  to  all " 
this  (and  to  fixhKke  things  would  thefe  mca  now  bring  their 
Sovereign,  as  is  evident  by  the  Do ftrir*  of  their  Preachers,  who 
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tel  the  people  that  God  wil  bring  the  necks  of  Kings  under  tie 
feetof  his  Saints,  that  is,  (  as  they  interpret )  under  the  feet  of 
their  faction)  then  did  He,  (the  faid  Pope)  infultand  glory, 
(  as  thefe  already  begin  to  do)  in  his  Extraordinary  great  fuccefs  ; 
and  made  it  his  Argument,  to  perfwade  the  foolifh  world,  (  af- 
ter thefe  mens  fafhion  )  that  his  caufe  was  Gods,  and  that  God 
had  favoured  his  quarrel,  as  the  moft  juft  and  lawful.  Henry 
eypr.dcmer.m  King  of  England,  and  LeVs>is  King  of  Trance^  were  both  in  the 
hi  rTr  Calf  Sedu&ion,  in  token  whereof,  being  both  on  foot,  they  held  the 
^opes  Bridle  of  the  Hotfe,  on  which  the  Pope  rode,  the  one  with  the 

right  hand,  and  the  other  with  the  left.  And  thus  alfo  we  fee 
that  the  worft  men,  have  bin  wont  ta  ufe  this  kind  of  Arguing, 
which  our  Adverfaries  now  think  to  be  fo  good,  and  do  ftand  fo 
much  upon. 

But  from  this  confederation,  we  (  for  our  parts )  flial  beware 
©fbeingfwayedby  it,  or  of  judging  Gods  love  or  hatred  from 
Stidm ab  even-  outwarcl  Accidents ;  fools  only  build  upon  fuch  foundations :  E- 
tu  Jaffa  notanda  vi* is  tne  touch-ftone  of  Good,  and  often  gets  the  better  of  it,  to 
putat.  try  goodneffe  Conftancy.  The  Arke  was  taken  Prifoner  by  the 

s  Philifiines ;  it  doth  not  follow  thereupon  that  God  did  hate  the 

x  am.  4.  £rae  .  n0  morc  ^th  jt  now  follow,  that  he  hates  the  King,  be- 
caufe  he  lets  his  Enemies  (  for  the  prefent )  prevaile  againft  him. 
For  IfraelsGny  God  fufFered  the  Arke  of  his  glory  to  be  obfea* 
red,  ( for  a  feafon )  fo  for  our  fins  it  is  that  our  Soveraign  is  aflfl  i- 
fted.  And  let  not  thefe  Infulters  perfwade  themfelves,  that  our 
Allegeance  is  fo  weakly  knit,  that.it  can  be  loofened  with  this  Ar- 
Hcb.  1^3$.  gument,  are  not  of  them  that  draft?  back. ;  nor  yet  of  them,  that 
blufli  not  to  affirm,  that  fo  long  as  the  King  is  able  to.  frotetl  themy 
they  are  bound  to  ferve  him,but  no  longer:  thefe  waters  of  affliction, 
that  have  fo  plentifully  fhowred  down  upon  his  Head,  are  not 
able  in  the  leaft  degree,  to  quench  the  heat  of  our  love,they  are  as 
oyle  rather,  to  inlarge  the  flames  of  our  affections :  the  Enemies 
fuccefs  againft  him,and  ill  ufage  of  him,doth  but  make  him  appear 
in  our  eys,  more  like  our  Saviour  -r  and  fo  locks  our  hearts  the  fa- 
tter to  him.  And  let  thefe  King-Tormentors  know*  that  God 
hath  an  hookjtr  their  Nofesx  and  a  Bridle  for  their  lips,  and  the 
things  that  are  coming  upon  them  make  haft:  Nulla  firs  long* 
fji^tbx  weather-cock  may  turn  •  diem  in  loco  ImdftakiU  regnum 


oflQngC  H  ARL  S. 

^f,  there  is  no  conftant  fitting  in  anothers  feat,  ima  fermutat  Irt- 
vu  Hora  fummis,  who  knows  what  a  year,  a  month,  or  a  day 
may  bring  forth  ?  quos  folic  es  Cynthia  vidtty  vidit  miferos  abitura 
dies:  Great  and  wife  Agamemnon  profefTed,  that  he  had  learned 
by  his  victories  &t  to,  pvyt<&  JU<oS> t<u  f&JUov,  that  great  things 
arc  overturned  in  a  monent :  Troya  nos  tumidos  fecit ,  nimium 
&  ferocrs,  (  faith  he  )  Troyes  Conqueft  hath  made  us  proud,  and 
cruel,  fierce  and  haughty:  Et  Stamus  nos  Danai  loco,  undeilla 
cecidity  we  the  Conquerours  are  in  the  fame  condition,  from 
whence  fhe  fel :  Hodie  mihi}  era*  tibi,  is  the  Mott*  of  all  Mor- 
tals, our  portion  of  iorrow  we  have  to  day,  they  fbal  have  theirs 
to  morrow ;  the  times  may  fo  alter,  that  Affliction  may  chance 
to  ftand  again  for  a  mark  of  Gods  Children,  even  in  their  Calen- 
der, res  Bens  nofiras  celeri  citatas  turbine  verfat.  And  fo  I  have 
done  with  this  particular,  and  come  to  that  which  thefe  Libel- 
lers adde  in  their  next  words :  Having  minded  us  of  their  late 
extraordinary  fucceiTe  in  the  field,  they  proceed  and  fay, 

Tet  fill  this  Chndefiine  proceedings  againfi  us  here,  condemning  L 
«//  that  are  in  any  degree  Protectants  at  Oxford,  as  alfo  granting  a. 
Tolleration  of  Idolatry  to  Papifis,  indemnity  to  the  Murderous  Irifty 
in  a  clofe  trading  Way,  for  meer  particular  advantage,  cannot  be  de- 
fended by  any,  but  by  thefalfefi  of  wen,  Papifis  5  And  by  thefalfefi  of 
PAf  ifts,  fefuites* 
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Sect.  XVII. 

1.  Another  Charge  againfi  the  King  Confuted :  of  Clan* 
defiine  proceedings.  2  .The  Kings  condemning  all  that 
be  Proteflants  at  Oxford,  a  mojl  impudent  and  malicious 
.  (lander.   $*Bis  toleration  of  Idolatry  another  :  The 
Occafion  of  the  Kings  promifing  to  take  away  the  Pe- 
nail  Lams  concerning  Pafjfis.  4.  The  Reafonable- 
nejfe  of  that  promt fe,  at  that  time>and  upon  that  occafion. 
5.  The  Objection  of  the  Kings  former  refolutiontothe 
contrary  anfrvered :  As  alfo  of  his  promt fe  not  to  Abo- 
lijb  the  Lam  again/l  them. 

5.1.  TTErc  is  a  new  Charge  upon  the  if //^ confiding  of  many  par^ 
X  JL  ticulars.  1 .  Clandefline  proceedings  againft  them  at  Weft- 
minfter.  2.  Condemning  all  that  are  in  any  degree  Trot  eft  ants  at 
Oxford.  Granting  a  Toleration  of Idolatry  to  Papifts.  /[.Indem- 
nity to  the  mnrderom  Irijh :  And  all  thefe  are  aggravated  by  three 
main  Circumftances,  one  from  the  time  inferred  in  the  word  yet 
fttl :  another  from  the  manner  of  working,  in  a  clofe  tr tiding  Way  ; 
and  the  third  from  the  end,  for  meer  particular  advantage  :  all 
which  put  together ,  make  the  King  ( in  thek  judgements ) 
uncapable  of  all  defence,  unlefle  by  the  falfeft  of  men  li- 
ving ,  who  (  as  they  fay )  are  in  general  Papifts ,  in  fpecial 
J  e fates. 

Thefe  men  furely  having  read  in  the  p.  of  John,  the  Tha^i- 
fees  trick  of  affrighting  people  from  profefling  Chrift ;  do  here 
make  an  experiment  of  it,  hoping  for  a  like  erfec!,  that  as  none 
durft  fpeak  in  Chrifts  behalf,  for  fear  of  exclufionfrom  the  Syna- 
gogue, and  of  being  accounted  as  an  Heathen  or  a  Publkun :  So 
none  wil  dare  to  contradict  what  they  have  faid,  or  to  fpeak  a 
word  in  the  Kings  defence,  for  fear  of  exclufion  from  their  ap- 
probation ;  and  of  being  reckoned  the  very  worft  of  men,  a  Pa- 
piftymy^  fefftitey  and  ufed  accordingly. 


Of  IQngCu  a  r  l  s. 

But  (  perhaps )  herein  they  are  not  fo  wife  as  they  would  be 
taken,  nitimur  in  vetitum,  we  love  in  thefe  daies,  to  look  nar- 
rowly into  things  forbidden  :  this  bridle  they  would  put  upon 
us,  makes  us  believe ,  that  they  feek  to  fmother  thofe  beams 
of  wifdome  ;  and  to  fuppreffe  thofe  fparks  of  truth,  whffh  if 
layed  to  view  in  thefe  Letters,  would  quickly  flie  into  their  faces, 
and  give  the  Lie  to  their  obfervations.  If  they  be  able  to  JuftiHe 
what  they  fay  ;  why  fhould  they  bar  any  man  Liberty  of  oppo- 
fing  f  truth  fears  no  ftirring  ;  nor  do  honeft  men  fear  lifting  :  wc 
a-rc  commanded  u  prove  all  things,  to  the  end  we  may  holdfaj} 
only  that  Which  is  g*od.  Wherefore  notwithstanding  the  dan- 
ger layed  before  me ;  I  fhal  obey  God  in  doing  my  dury 
to  the  truth,  and  to  my  Soveraign.  I  vvil  examine  the  accu- 
fation  as  it  lies,  and  begin  with  their  yet flil,  or  firft  Circum- 
ftancc. 

Tet fl'd  mud  needs  (  according  to  Grammar  )  have  reference 
to  what  precedes,  as  wel  as  to  that  which  follows  :  that  which 
precedes,  is  their  late  extraordin  iry  fuccefie  in  the  field,  fcil.  when 
thefe  Papers  were  furprifed  :  that  which  follows,  is  the  relation 
of  diverfe  crimes,  which  (as  muft  be  fuppofed  )  they  have  found 
in  thefe  Papers  s  now  yet  flil  is  uttered  as  an  aggravation  of  the 
faid  crimes,  as  if  after  their  extraordinary  fuccejfe  (which  muft 
be  believed,  fpake  Gods  approbation  of  their  caufe)  the  King 
had  been  guilty  of  that,  which  they  lay  to  his  Charge  out  of  the 
faid  Papers,  and  had  written  all  that  is  found  amine  in  them,  af- 
ter they  were  furprized.  So  that  yet  flil  imports  thus  much  ; 
<c  Notwithftanding^  Gods  manifeftation  of  himfelf  againft  the 
c  King,  by  the  hte  extraordinary  fucceffe  in  the  held,  which  the 
<c  holy  and  bleffed  Parliament  had  againft  him  :  He  (  contrary  to 
a  this  conviction  )  hath  ufed  clandeft'me  proceedings  againft  them 
<c  at  iVeflminfler  y  hath  condemned  all  that  were  in  any  degree 
i(  Proteflants  at  Oxford ,  hath  granted  a  Tolerati&n  of  Jdglatry 
"to  Papiftsy  and  indemnity  to  the  Murderous  Irijh,  and  what  e- 
"  ver  befide  is  liable  to  blame  (according  to  their  fenfes)°in  thefe 
iC  Letters. 

But  this  pretty  Aggravation  of  theirs ,  is  bat  a  bare  cir- 
cumftance,  and  therefore  I  pafle  it  over  only  with  this  little 
notice. 
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The  Charge  it  felf  follows,  which  confifts  cf  an  huge  heap  of 
hainous  words,  rcfembling  a  man  of  ftraw,  that  at  firft  blufh,  car- 
ries fome  proportion  to  our  feeming,  but  being  felt  and  pot- 
zed^  is  difcovered  to  be  a  meer  vanity,  ferving  onely  to  fray 
Crowes. 

I.  They  cry  out  of  Clandeftine  proceedings,  fcil.  againft  them 
at  Weftminfter9  for  by  where,  none  elfe  can  be  intended  ;  thefe 
( it  feems  )  they  would  have  in  the  firft  place  to  be  marked  with  a 
Noli  me  tangere ;  and  great  reafon  for  it,  many  fields  in  England 
have  bin  watered  with  humane  bloud,  to  keep  them  from  be- 
ing touched:  they  have  deferred  fo  abundantly  well  of  their 
Country  and  Nation,  in  keeping  fafe  the  Religion,  Peace,  and 
Wealth  thereof,  without  any  the  leaft  Schifm,  breach  or  diminu- 
tion; that  it  were  a  mortal  fin,  but  to  think  amifle  of  them. 
Wherefore  the  King  muft  needs  be  much  too  blame,  for  ufing 
any  clandeftine  proceedings  againft  them  at  PVeftminjhr :  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  they  were  never  guilty  of  any  clandeftine  proceed- 
ings  againft  him.  They  went  openly  to  work  in  all  that  ever  they 
did  :  told  him  at  firft,  when  he  called  them  together,  what  he 
fhouid  look  for  at  their  hands  :  yea,  and  when  they  fu?d  unto 
him,  to  fign  their  Bil  for  continuing  the  Parliament;  they  plain- 
ly declared,  how  they  would  ferve  him  :  that  they  would  feize 
firft  upon  his  Magazines  and  Navy ;  and  then  raife  a  bloudy  War 
againft  him*  that  they  would  feparate  his  Wife  from  him,  and 
hunt  his  Perfon  up  and  down  the  Kingdom  :  rob  him  of  all  his 
Wealth,  and  the  Heart9  of  his  people  :  they  foretold  him  of  all ; 
nor  had  they  ever  any  private  Conventicles  before  hand,  to  plot 
their  butlnefle,  nor  fince  their  meeting,  did  they  ever  make  ufe 
of  a  clofe  Committee :  They  never  had  any  Clandeftine  packing 
with  thofe  of  Scotland,  nor  with  any  other,  of  any  other  Nation  ; 
but  have  done  all  things  clearly,  and  in  the  face  of  the  Sun  :  If 
ought  hath  befel  the  King  to  his  diflike  or  diftafte,  he  may  thank 
himfelf  .only  for  it :  for  he  knew  their  minds  before  hand,  they 
hid  nothing  from  him ;  and  therefore  it  muft  needs  be  granted, 
that  the  King  doth  very  ill,  to  ufe  any  Clandeftine  proceedings  a- 
gainft  fuch  honeft  plain-dealing  men,  as  thofe  be,  that  fit  at  ffeft- 
minfter. 

But  (  by  the  way  )  what  are  thefe  Clandeftine  proceedings  trow 

ye? 


oflQng  Charls. 

ye  ?  why  we  mud  look  into  thcfe  his  Letters  for  them,  whcrin 
vvcfhall  finde  him  plotting  with  his  Queen,  about  bringing  the 
Treaty  at  Vxbridge  on  foot  againe,  and  to  make  her  the  Inftru- 
mcnt  thereof :  (could  there  be  but  a  pre-afliirance,  that  the  Re- 
bells  would  liibmit  to  reafon )  Thou  (laics  he)*rj  the  fittefl  Perfon, 
to  be  the  meanes  of  fo  happy,  and  glorious  a  worke,  as  is  the  peace  of 
this  Kingdoms  7>ap.  2.  (was  not  here  Clandefline  proceedings 
now,  and  a  dangerous  confpiracy  againfl:  them  zlJVcftminfter, 
who  are  refoh  ed  to  have  no  pcace,till  all  be  deftroyed  ?  ) 

Againe,  he  doth  advife  his  £lueen,  ( being  In  France)  to  en- 
quire whether  Lentball  the  Speaker  ( according  to  his  own  brag,) 
doth  keep  a  ftrid:  intelligence  with  the  Cardinall  CMa^arine, 
Though  I  will  not  /wear  (faieshe)  that  Lenthall  fays  true,  yet  I 
am  fur  e 'tis  fit  for thee  to  know.  Pap.  1.  Here  was  another  Clandb- 
flint  bujinejfe. 

And  further  he  doth  confult  with  her  about  fupplies  of  Men, 
Monies  and  Powder,  for  defence  of  his  life  againfl:  them  of  Weft- 
minfter^Tap.  3.  and  gives  her  direction  for  the  conveyance  of  it 
in  fome  other  Papers  :  ( a  bufineffe  (flandefline  and  lhrewd  too  :) 
And  in  Paper  6.  he  aflfuresher  in  private,  that  Hertogen,  the  Irifh 
Agent  was  an  arrant  Knave,  (  a  particular  which  might  concerne 
the  men  %fWeflmin§er,  and  touch  them  more  clofe,  then  perhaps 
every  body  will  yet  beleeve)  Befides,  in  moft  of  thefe  Letters, 
we  (hall  finde  the  King,  and  his  Queen  comforting  and  fuppor- 
ting  each  other,  under  their  heavy  burdens,  with  mutuall  intima- 
tion of  perfect  love,  and  patheticall  expreffions  of  cohjugall  af- 
fection ;  All  which,  are  notable  proceedings  indeed  againft  them 
at  JVeftminjjter,  and  great  obftrnftions  to  their  endevours,  which 
are  to  brcake  the  Hearts  of  both,  and  finke  them  to  their  graves 
prcfently :  And  thus  we  fee  the  nature  and  danger  of  the  firR:  par- 
ticular in  the  Charge,  concerning  Clandefline  proceedings,  which 
are  fo  evident,  that  we  can  fay  nothing  againft  it. 

The  2.  followes,  the  proof  whereof,  is  more  and  obfeure  :  and 
that  is  condemning  all  that  are  in  an)  degree  Troteflants  in  Oxford ; 
by  which  they  would  have  it  beleeved,  that  the  King  is  fo  great 
an  Enemy  to  Troteftant  Religion,  that  his  very  friends  at  Ox- 
ford, who  have  forfaken  all  they  had  for  his  fake,  are  hated  by 
him  for  their  Religion  fake,  fo  many  of  them  as  arc  Protefiants  in 
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any  degree  :  But  how  this  is  manifeft  in  thefe  his  Papers,  we  are 
to  feek,  for  though  thefe  men  have  forehead  enough  to  affirme  it, 
yet  their  fortune  is  not  good  enough  to  prove  it.  Indeed  we  find 
the  King  in  his  Letters  to  Ormond,Paper  16.  and  in  his  Directions 
to  his  Commiffioners  at  Vxbridge,  taking  great  care,  and  giving 
ftridr.  Charge,  for  the  prefervation  of  his  Proteftant  Subjects  in 
Ireland',  but  in  no  place  can  we  fee  fo  much  as  a  filiabie  tending 
to  the  condemnation  of  Proteftant  Religion. 

But  thefe  men  cannot  leave  their  old  trade  of  Taxing  the  King 
with  their  own  Conditions:  Heaven  and  Earth  can  wi:Befle,that 
never  was  there  in  England,  greater  enemies  to  proteftant  Rtligi- 
on,  then  themfelves  have  been;  never  was  there  fo  much  Trcte- 
ft ant  Blond  fpilt  in  this  Nation,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
as  hath  been  by  their  meanes  within  thefe  foure  years  :  Never  was 
London  fo  full  of  Prifens  ;  never  the  Trifynr  fo  full  of 'Proteftant 
Divines  ;  Proteftant  Nobles,  Gentry,  and  Chriftians  of  all  forts,  as 
they  have  been,  fince  thefe  good  men  kept  Court  at  Weftminfter. 
Befides,  how  they  have  Countenanced  and  brought  into  the 
Church,  all  kinde  of  Seds  and  Herefies  to  the  ruine  of  Trotc- 
ftantifme,  which  the  King  for  the  Honour  and  Health  thereof, 
vvasalwayes  carefull  to  fupprefle  and  keep  out?  How  have  they 
maintained  and  preached  Doctrines  of  Devills ,  fcil.  of  ftrife, 
murder  of  Brethren,  Rebellion  againft  Princes,  oppreflion  of 
neighbours;  and  pra&ifed  the  fame;  which  are  all  dire&ly  op- 
pofite  to  the  Religion  of  the  Proteftants  ?  How  have  they  aboli- 
fhed  the  Book  of  Common-Prayer,  eftabliflied  by  "Parliament,  to 
be  the  Proteftants  publick  forme  of  Worlhiping  and  ferving  God 
in  this  Kingdome  ?  Had  the  King  done  but  any  one  of  thefe 
things,  or  were  he  not  himfelfe  a  raoft  conftant  and  zealous 
Profdlbur  of  Proteftant  Religion  in  his  daily  practice,  thefe  men 
wight happilv have  hadfome  Colour,  for  this  their  confident 
Charge  againft  him:  and  foto  have  created  fufpitionsof  him. 
But  feeing  all  things  are  fo  cleare  contrary,  we  learne  onely  thus 
much  from  this  particular  on  their  charge,  that  they  are  men, 
whofe  hearts  are  not  overfpiced  withhoncfty  :  They  pafTe  not 
what  they  fay,  nor  with  what  face,  fo  they  fay  no  truth. 

The  third  particular  which  they  load  their  King  vvithall,  is 
Toiler -ation  of  Idolatry  t%  Papijls  :  which  they  fpeak,  as  if  Idolatry 
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fub  eo  nomine  were  already  allowed,  and  fet  up  by  the  Kings  Au- 
thority, in  contempt  of  God  and  true  Religion,  and  fo  (doubt- 
Idle)  they  would  have  it  apprehended. 

Reafonable  men  willyeild  that  there  is  a  difference  betwixt 
Idolatry,and  the  Penalty  thereof ;  the  penalty  may  be  fufpended, 
altered,  or  taken  away  for  the  time,  and  yet  the  finne  it  felfe  not 
tollerated  or  allowed  :  Thefe  doubty  Champions  will  not  yeild 
that  their  Parlia.  have  granted  a  tolleration  to  Adultery,  though 
they  have  abrogated  the  penal  Lawes  againft  that  fin,and  fo  taken 
away  the  meanes  to  punifh  it :  Nor  can  they  prove  that  the  King 
hath  promifed  any  more  to  Papifts,  then  the  Parliament  hath  al- 
ready granted  to  fornicators. 

In  their  after-notes,  (where  they  make  repetition  of  this  mat- 
ter) they  referre  the  Reader  to  "Taper  the  8.  for  their  ground 
of  it :  In  which  we  flnde  the  King  relating  to  His  Queen,  how  the 
Englijb  Rebells  hai  transmitted  the  Commands  of  Ireland,  from  the 
(frowne  of  England  to  the  Scots  :  an  expreffion  worthy  (by  the 
way)  to  be  obferved  by  all  Englifhmeny  that  regard  the  honour 
of  their  Nation,  confidering  that  the  King  Himfelf  is  a  Scot,  and 
that  the  menofjVeftminfler  intend,  if  they  cannot  kill  Him,  to 
thruftHim  and  His  Children,  (asfome  of  their  Hang-bies  have 
whifpered)  to  His  Ancient  Inheritance  in  Scotland ;  when  they 
have  made  ufeofHis  People  of  that  Nation,  to  help  todeftroy 
His  Kingly  Power  here,  not  one  Scot  of  them  at),  fhall  have  any 
footing,  or  any  more  to  doe  in  this  Kingdome  :  I  fay,  conside- 
ring this,  every  true  Englishman  hath  caufe  moft  highly  to  reve- 
rence the  King  for  His  Juftice  unto,  and  His  care  of  the  dignity 
of  the  Englifh  Crown.  But  to  proceed  ;  the  King  tells  His 
Queen,  that,  by  that  Act,  (that  bafe  and  ignoble  ad)  He  found 
Reformation  of  the  Church,  not  to  be  ( as  they  pretended )  the  end 
if  this  Rebellion ;  and  concludes,  it  would  be  no  piety  Jbut  preemption 
rather  tn  Himfelj v,  not  to  ufe  all  lawfull  meanes  to  maintaine  His 
righteous  (faufe :  And  as  one  mean  to  that  purpofe,  not  thought 
of  before,  He  gives  His  Queen  leave  to  promife  in  His  Name,that 
zWpenall  Lowes  in  England,  againft  Roman  Carholicks  ftiallbe 
taken  away  :  as  foone  (fayes  He)  as  God  fhall  inable  me  to  doe  it\upon 
this  (fondtiion,  fo  as  by  their  meanes,  I  may  have  fo  powerful!  affi- 
fiance,  as  may  deferve  fo  great  a  favour  ,  and  inable  me  to  doe  it  '. 
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Now  how  truly  from  thefe  words,  that  accufatton  is  collected, 
let  the  Readers  Judge  :  Here  they  fee,  is  no  abfolute  grant,  or 
tolleration  of  Idolatry  (as  they  pretend)  but  only  a  c^onditionary 
promife  of  withdrawing  the  penall  Statutes  againft  the  Papifts 
His  Subjects,  if  by  their  meanes,  He  may  be  delivered  from  this 
bloudy  raging,  and  malicious  perfecution  of  the  Tnritans,  and 
fettled  in  His  power  and  throne  again. 

And  well  may  the  Papifts  expect  as  much  favour  from  the  King 
for  fuch  a  fervice,  as  Adulterers  have  had  already  from  the  Parlia- 
ment gratis. 

Nor  perhaps  will  the  King  appear  fo  aboundantly  culpable  in 
this  cafe  (as  thefe  men  would  have  Him)  if  thefe  3  .folio  vving  par- 
ticulars be  well  confidered  upon. 

1.  The  lawfulneffe  ofufing  theayde  of  Papifts,  fpecially  be- 
ing His  own  Subjeds,  in  cafe  of  life  and  extremity,  of  which  I 
*Pag.  8c.     have  fpoaken  fomewhat  before  *  to  which  Ircferre  the  Rea- 
der. 

All  that  the  Enemy  can  object  is,  the  Kings  Refolution  to  the 
contrary  at  the  beginning  of  this  RebellioniHis  words  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  they  faile  not  to  alieadge  in  the  end  of  their  obfervations, 
Pag.  5  5.  where  alfo  they  tell  us,  that  the  King  made  a  ftritl  Tro- 
cLmation  for  the  punifbing  thofe  of  that  Eeligion,  that  [bould  pre  fume 
to  lift  themfelves  under  Him  \  and  th*t  a  Way  by  Oath  was  prefcribed 
fcr  diftrimination  of  them,  and  inftrucl 'ions  granted  to  the  CommiJfi~ 
oners  oftArray  in  all  places  to  dtf-arme  them.  All  which  doth  but 
fpeak  His  Majefties  full  purpofe  of  keeping  his  Refolution,  for 
the  King  doubtleiTe  did  verily  beleeve,  (till  experience  taught 
the  contrary )  that  Troteftant  Religion  had  fuch  a  power  in  the 
hearts  of  thofe  that  pretended  fo  much  unto  it,  that  they  would 
never  fuffer  Him  ( their  Soveraigne  and  proteftourj  to  ftandin 
need  of  the  help  of  Tapifts  to  defend  Him.  And  thefe  men  (in 
the  fame  place)  confeffe,  that  at  the  battle  of  Edge-hiU^  the  Papifts 
vr  ere  taken  into  the  Kings  aArmy  of  me  ere  neceffity and  they  al- 
leadge  fin  fcornej  the  excufe  (as  they  call  it)which  the  King  gave 
for  the  fame,  namely,  that  by  law,  they  were  prohibited  Armes  in 
time  of  peace,  and  not  in  time  ofWarre :  which  diftincHon  (fay 
thefe)  bore  date  long  after  the  Warre  beguny  but  that  Was  want  of 
invention  vnly  :  perhaps  fo,  for  who  couid  have  bekeved  that  men 
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of  their  pretending*,  fhould  prove  fo  highly  vile,  and  bafe,as  they 
have  done  in  driving  their  King  to  fuch  exigents  ?  or  that  the 
People  of  our  Religion  fhouki  prove  fo  ingrateful I,  as  to  leave 
their  Soveraigne,  and  protector  fo  defolate,  as  that  contrary  to 
His  own  Refolution,  He  muft  be  forced  in  defence  of  His  life,  to 
ufethofe  of  another  Religion,  and  be  put  to  excufe  Hirofelfby 
that  diftin&ion  ?  This  makes  me  remember  ^  that  in  Seneca , 
when  Hercules  familie  was  abufed :  Ingrata  telius  nemo  ad 
Herculedt  Dompu  auxilia  venit ,  vidit  hoc  tantum  nefas  defenfm 
Orbis. 

2.  The  time  when  this  Letter  unto  the  jg^een  was  writ  where- 
in this  promife  was  made,  and  the  occafion  moving  thereunto. 
The  time  Hisaccufers  confeffe  was  Marc h  5* 1644.  immediately 
after  the  breaking  up  of  the  Treaty  at  Vxbridge,  when  all  hopes 
of  peace  by  way  of  an  accommodation  were  fruftrate,  and  diflol- 
ved,  when  the  Kings  affaires  were  very  low,  and  the  enemy  high, 
having  newly  taken  the  Town  of  Shrewsbury  3ont  of  His  Majefties 
beft  Garrifons.  And  the  particular  moving  him  at  that  time,  to 
think  of  this  meane  of  procuring  afliftance  from  his  Subjects  of 
that  Religion,  was  (as  appeares  in  the  Letter)  His  difcovery  that 
the  Englifh  Rebels  had  (fo  much  as  in  them  lay)  tranfmitted  the 
command  of  Ireland  from  him  to  the  Scots :  Which  might  eafily 
perfwadehim,  that  their  purpofe  was  to  take  that  of  England 
unto  themfelves ;  and  fo  his  whole  Authority  in  ail  his  Dominions 
being  totally  rent  from  him,  and  divided  amongft  them,  he  was 
like  to  be  but  a  Sans  terra,  or  a  Cipher  fignifying  juft  nothing  in 
his  three  Kingdomes :  which  alfo  fpake  plainly  to  his  Confcience, 
that  it  was  nothing  lefle  then  Reformation  of  Religion  *  what 
ever  was  pretended,  that  the  Puritane  Rebels  aymed  at;  upon 
which  confederations  he  concluded  with  himfelfe,  (as  the  Letter 
infers)  That  it  would  be  m  Piety  at  all,  but  plain  Prefumption  in 
him,  to  neglecl  any  lafrfull  meane  for  defence  ofhimfelfe,  and  that  au- 
thority which  God  had  entrufied  him  withall :  or  ftill  to  ftand  upon 
feruples,  (which  word  the  malitious  Obfervatours  Tug.  45.  would 
have  the  people  take  fpeciall  notice  of  )  and  truly  what  is  it  but 
a  Scruple,  a  needlefle  Scruple,  for  any  to  queftion,  whether  a  Pro- 
teflant  Prince,  ftiould  ufe  the  heipe  oiPapifls  in  cafe  of  neceflity, 
to  defend  himfelf  in  his  naturall  rights,  and  Royalties  ?  it  being 
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not  onely  Iawfull,  but  according  to  his  Office  and  duty,  to  pre* 
ferve  his  Crown  and  Dignity,  by  the  help  of  his  Subjects  of  what 
Religion  foever  ;  they  being  by  the  providence  of  God  lotted 
under  his  Government's  the  proper  meanes  and  Inftruments  for 
that  very  purpofe.  Wherefore  (  now  at  length)  though  the  King 
had  not  hitherto,  fas  himfelf  faics  )  though  of  this  meane,  (fciL 
with  intent  to  ufe  it )  yet  upon  this  occafion  and  conficferation, 
I  give  thee  leave,  (  fays  he  )  to  promife  in  my  name  that  I  will  take 
away,  &c. 

3.  The  thing  promifed,  which  is  the  taking  away  the  penaff  Sta- 
tutes againft  the  sPapiftsy  provided  (that  in  this  his  neceflity  )  they 
afford  him  that  powerful]  a JJt fiance^  a*  /hall  inable  him  to  do  it.  And 
truely  if  extraordinary  fucceffe,  be  fuch  a  full  proof  of  a  good 
caufe ,  ( as  thefe  Libellers  would  now  have  it )  and  the 
King,by  the  afliftance  of  his  Popifh  Subjects,  fhould  obtaine  the 
fame  againft  his  Puritan  Rebells ;  then  their  caufe  and  Religion 
rnufl:  for  another  while,  be  concluded  the  beft ;  and  ("this  Argu- 
ment being  fore-fwallowed,)  much  wrong  fhould  they  have,  in 
the  worlds  deeme;  if  (at  leaft)  He  whom  they  have  ena- 
bled, fhould  not  fuffer  them  to  enjoy  the  free  ufe  of  it  under  his 
protection. 

And  (  befides  )  if  we  do  but  confider,  the  Carriages  of  the  Re- 
bells  themfelves,  what  allowance  they  have  given,  and  what  pro- 
mifes  they  have  made,  to  men  of  all  Sects,  and  Religions,  for  to 
purchafe  their  afliftance,  in  taking  from  the  King  his  inheritance 
and  Authority  :  What  advantages  they  have  made,  of  the  Kings 
fore-mentioned  purpofe,  and  promife,  not  to  ufe  the  ayd  of  Pa- 
fifts :  How  they  have  fued  for  that  afliftance,  which  he  refolved 
againft,  and  have  entertained  many  of  that  Religion  into  their 
Armies ;  and  what  proffers  they  have  made,  to  thofe  whom  they 
could  not  prevaile  with  to  help  them,  only  to  fit  ftill,and  not  help 
him.  I  fay,  if  we  confider  of  thefe  things,  this  promife  which  the 
King  made,  will  not  appeare  fo  unreafonable  to  men  of  under- 
ftanding,  as  thefe  would  have  it. 

But  they  Accufe  the  King  (  afterward  )  for  offering  this  to  the 
£Zueen>  in  behalf  of  the  Papifts,  without  either  her  or  their  requeft. 
It  may  be  cafily  beleeved,  that  they  have  fued  for  it  heretofore  : 
Befides,  if  it  be  but  confidered,  what  the  fafhion  of  the  world  is 
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now  corre  to  be  ;  fince  the  Turitans  pricked  up  their  ears : 
Namely,  to  Capitulate,  and  bargain  with  their  King,  for  what 
they  (hall  have,  and  what  he  will  grant,  before  any  duty  or  fer- 
vicc  fhall  be  afforded  to  him  :  and  then  too,  if  it  be  remembrcd, 
what  large  and  unreafonable  demands,  the  Kings  worftdefer- 
ving  fubjecls,  do  require  at  His  hands,  onelyfor  the  purchafe  of 
life  and  peace  to  himfelfe  and  his  people  :  No  man  will  wonder, 
if  the  King  do  think,  the  Papifls  will  look  (  at  leaft  )  for  Liberty 
of  Confcience,  and  Religion  under  him,  when  by  their  meanes 
the  land  is  reftored  to  tranquility,  and  the  King  to  his  Crown  and 
dignity  :  For  (  doubtleffe  )  the  Religion  of  the  Papifts,  is  as  dear 
to  them,  as  the  Religion  of  CMiles  Corbet Edmund  'Prideaux, 
and  Zomh  T atey  (the  three  chief  examiners  of  the  Kings  Letters) 
is  to  them  •  and  may  with  as  little  detriment  to  any  Church  or 
State  be  tollerated. 

And  befides,  the  Penalty  which  the  King  promifeth  to  take  a- 
way,  is  not  as  ( I  conceive)  to  be  levied  upon  the  Papifts,  meere- 
ly  becaufe  fuch  :  for  it  may  be  exaded  upon  others  alfo  though . 
of  another  Religion,  if  they  be  guilty  of  thefe  particulars :  Scil.  if 
they  fhall  refufe  to  take  the  Oath  of 'Supremacy  and  zAllegeance 
to  the  King.    2.  If  they  fhall  Raife  difiurbance in  the  Qjurch  or 
State.    3 .  If  they  fhall  Seduce  the  Kings  Subjetts,  from  their  Re- 
ligion, and  Obedience.    4.  If  they  fhall  Refufe  to  come  to  Church 
once  in  a  month,  (at  leaft)  or  to  hear  Divine  fervice.    5.  If 
they  fhall,  (many  of  them  together)  Keep  private  Conventicles, 
and  meetings ;  in  fuch  cafes  onely  (  as  I  conceive  J  the  Laws  are 
in  force  againft  Papifts,and  againft  all  men  elfe  as  equally,of  what 
Religion  foever  :  Wherefore  let  any  man  ofunderftanding  and 
juftice  fpeak,  whether  thefe  fault-finders  themfelves,  be  not  under 
the  fame  Penalties,  as  deeply  as  ever  were  the  Papifls :  Have  not 
they  renounced  the  Oath  of  Supremacie  and  Allegeance  to  the 
King,  by  making  a  new  Oath,  and  placing  the  Supremacy  in  the 
Heads  of  their  faction  ?  Have  not  they  railed  fuch  diftradiions 
and  Rebellions  in  Church  and  State,as  the  like  was  never  known? 
Have  not  they  had  their  private  meetings  in  all  places  of  the 
Kingdome,  and  feduced  thoulands  of  the  Kings  Subjects  from 
their  duty  and  obedience  ?  Do  not  they  refule  co  come  to  Com- 
mon-Prayer f  Nay,  have  they  not  zAbolifljed  the  fame  our  of 
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Churches,  that  no  man  at  all  might  come  unto  it  ?  May  they,(do- 
ing  thefe  things,  and"  indeavouring  the  Kings  dcftru&ion  withail) 
be  freed  from  the  Penalty  of  thefe  Laws  >  And  may  not  the  Pa- 
pifts,  remaining  in  their  due  obedience,  and  aflifting  their  Sove- 
raigne  ^gainft  his  Enemies,  according  both  to  Law  and  duty,  rea- 
sonably enjoy  the  fame  freedome?  though  peradventure  they 
come  (hort  of  one  of  the  particulars  ;  which  perhaps  too,  is  not 
fo  much  out  of  Malice,  (as  in  thefe  others)  but  out  of  ignorance 
and  mif-information  :  and  that  is,  not  coming  to  Common-Prayer  : 
to  which  neither  can  they  come  now,  (if  they  had  a  mind )  be- 
caufe  it  is  taken  away  by  thofe  very  men ;  who  would  have  the 
Stat nt es  ftill  in  force  againft  the  Papift  s,  for  not  allowing  of 
that  which  themfelves  with  all  contempt  and  fcorn  have  abo- 
lifhed. 

But  in  the  laft  Page  of  their  Notes ,  they  Object  in  this 
cafe  alfo  ,  the  Kings  refolution ,  and  promife ,  not  to  Abo- 
li/h  thefe  Lawes,  but  to  joyn  with  his  Parliament  in  fuppreflion 
of  Popery* 

Inanfvver  to  which,  let  what  hath  been  faid  already,  be  well 
remembred  ;  and  withail  how  they  that  call  themfelves  His  Par- 
liament have  net  fufferedthe  King  to  concurre  with  them :  but 
have  oppofed  and  perfecuted  him,  ever  fince  he  declared  that  his 
Refolution,  to  the  end  he  might  not  be  able  to-  purfue  the  fame : 
Yea,  How  themfelves  have  compelled  him,  (in  the  continuance 
of  his  affliction,)  to  do  that  which  they  cry  out  upon  him  for ; 
&  have  endeavoured  all  they  could  to  force  him  further,  had  not 
a  great  meafure  of  Divine  grace  upholden  him:  Hemayjuftly 
1  Sam.  16.19.  complaine  of  them,  as  David  did  of  fome  in  his  time,  They  have 
driven  me  out  from  abiding  in  the  inheritance  of  the  Lord ;  faying,  go 
ferve  other  gods.  They  have  done  what  they  could  to  violence  him 
from  his  Religion,  and  to  force  him  to  be  a  Papift  y  according  as 
they  voiced  him.  Never  Prince  had  greater  temptations  and  in- 
forcements,  yet  never  Prince  was  more  conftant  in  his  Religion, 
blefled  be  the  Majefty  of  Heaven  for  him,  A  perpetuall  difgrace 
will  it  (queftionlefle)  be  to  Troteftant  Religion,  (in  the  eyes  of 
all  the  world  befide)  that  any  pretending  to  it,  /liould  flievv 
themfelves  fo  unworthy,  as  to  iuffer  fo  gratious  a  Prince  to  (land 
in  need  of  Papift  s  to  defend  him ;  much  more  that  they  fhould  by 
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tH  ufage,  force  him  with  fuch  promifes  to  feek  their  ayd  ;  but  that 
they  Ihould  accufe  him  alfo  for  doing  the  fame,  after  they  have 
inforced  him  to  it,  we  muft  needs  cry  out,  O  nullo  fcelm  credibilc 
in  4vo>  ejHoicjHc  pofteritas  neget  I  the  Height  of  their  villany  is  the 
only  advantage  they  have,  that  it  wil  not  be  believed  by  pofteri- 
ty  :  Wei  (  I  fay  )  let  all  thofe  particulars  be  thought  upon,  by 
all  fober  men  of  this  Age,  and  if  they  be  not  fufficient,  ( in  their 
judgments) to  plead  the  King  Excufable  in  this  cafe,  then  let  them 
remember  (  as  they  were  advifed  before )  that  the  King  is  a  mar, 
(as  others  are)  and  in  his  extremity  he  declared  himfelf,  to  be  the 
Son  of  David,  and  the  Son  of  Abraham. 


Sect.  XVIII. 

I .  ihe  Kings  granting  indempnity  to  the  murderous  Irijh 
another  Slander.  The  necefity  and  Reafons  of  the  Kings 
yeilding  to  a  Peace  at  that  time  rvith  the  Irifl)  :  And  the 
Conditions  upon  which  that  Peace  rvas  to  be  granted : 
This  Act  not  contradictive  to  any  of  his  former  ex  pre f 
fions  againft  their  det  eft  able  doings.  2.  The  Vanity  of 
their  Charge  againft  the  King  for  going  in  a  clofe  tra- 
ding way.  Two  fuffcient  Evidences  of  His  Majefties 
finccre  and conftant  affection  to  the  Protectant  Religion. 

;    3.  The  whole  Charge  againfi  the  King  mofi  truly  retor- 
ted upon  the  objecJors. 

WE  come  now  to  the  fourth  particular  in  their  Charge, 
which  is,  (fay  they)  grafting  indempnity  to  the  murderous 
Irifb.  This  is  collected  (  as  they  tel  us  in  their  after-notes  )  from, 
the  Kings  Letters  to  Ormund,  Pap.  16.  17.  18. 19.  in  all  which, 
I  allure  the  world,  there  is  no  luch  word  or  phrafe  to  be  found 
as  I  wily  or  I  do,  grant  indempnity  to  the  murderous  Irijb  :  Indeed  I 
find  therein  his  Majefty  confenting  to  a  peace  with  the  Irifb,  and 
he  fets  down  the  reafons  neceflitating  him  thereunto,which  thefe 
Unefi  Obfervmurs  have  totally  omitted,  to  take  notice  of ;  left 
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there  fhould  have  bin  no  appearance  of  blame  at  all,  in  their  ac- 
cufation  :  in  which  they  do  altogether  as  wifely,  as  Satan  did 
when  he  fpake  Scripture  to  our  Saviour,  for  he  did  omit  but  on* 
fo  much  of  the  fentenee,  as  would  ( if  exprefled  )  have  made 
that  part  alleaged  nothing  to  his  purpofe:  And  of  this  all  men 
ftial  judge,  for  I  wil  fct  down  in  the  Kings  own  words  the 
grounds  moving  him  to  write  to  that  purpofe  unto  Ormund^ 
Paper  1 6. 

Ormund : 

THe  impofstbility  (iff reserving  my  Protectant  Subjects 
in  Ireland  by  a  continuation  of  the  War,  hath  moved 
me  to  give  you  the fe  powers  and  directions,  (that  is  one 
ground.  A  2.  follows  in  theft  words )  It  being  now  ma- 
nifejt  that  the  Englfi  Rebels,  have  as  far  as  in  them  lyeth 
given  the  Command o/Ireland  to  the  Scots,  that  their  aym 
is  at  a  total  fubverfon  of  Religion,  and  regal  power,  and 
that  nothing  elfe  wil  content  them,  or  purchase  Peace  herey 
I  think  my  felf  bound  in  Conjcience,  not  to  let  Jlip  the 
means  offetlwg  that  Kingdom,  (  if  it  may  be )  fully  under 
my  obedience. 

Now  if  to  preferve  the  lives  of  Prtteftant  Sub/eels,  ( impof- 
fible  otherwifc  to  be  done  )  if  to  keep  Religion  and  Regal  Power 
from  fubverfion,be  not  two  fufficient  grounds  to  excr.fe  (at  lead) 
a  Chriftian  Prince  in  a  difabled  condition,  for  the  Confenting  to 
a  prefent  Peace,  with  the  vileft  Murderers  in  the  World';  I  know 
not  what  is.  Yea  and  befide,  if  the  Conditions  be  obferved, 
which  the  King  ( in  his  low  eftate  )  requires,  to  have  this  Peace 
.  granted  upon,  perhaps  they  may  fpeak  the  fame  very  commend- 
able. 

-I .  It  mtfft  be  fitch  a  Peace  *s  mtsft  mt  be  againft  Hi*  finfe'tenee 
dnd  Honour. 

2.  The  Penal  lares  againft  Appeals  to  Rome,  and  Premunlre  mttft 
f  tl fiandy  (The  Accusers  themfelves  confefl'e  thefe  two.) 

3.  It  muft  be  tn  this  Condition,  or  fo  far  forth,  m  thi  Irijb  remain 
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in  their  due  Obedience  to  him,  aid  leni  him  their  faithful  a  [ft- 
flame  againft  his  enemies,  ( m  become th  Subjetls )  This  is  apparent 
Paper  i p. 

However  thefe  Cilumniatours  pleafe  to  interpret,  to  me  it 
fcemeth,  that  this  Peace  with  the  Irifa  is  like  that  which  Solomon  x  Kincr.i. 
made  with  Shimei.  That  wife  King  laid  fuch  an  injunction  upon 
him,  for  the  grant  of  his  life,as  he  forefaw  he  was  likely  to  break, 
and  fo  would  come  afterward  to  a  due  puuilhment  of  his  former 
offences :  and  even  fo  hath  our  King  donejn  that  his  grant  :  for 
doubtlefl'e  it  is  as  hard  a  thing  for  the  Irifti  to  abftain  from  ap- 
pealing to  Rome,  or  to  continue  long  in  their  due  obedience,  as  it 
was  for  Shimei,  to  forbear  going  to  Oath,  when  he  heard  his  fer- 
vant  was  run  thither :  and  by  that  time,  the  King  (chrough  Gods1 
afliftance)may  be  able  to  do  juftice  upon  them,according  to  their 
merits. 

Kings  (  what  ever  people  think  )  have  choice  fpirits,  differing 
from  thofc  of  other  men,  are  better  guided,  as  being  in  a  fpecial 
fort  in  Gods  hand,  which  directs  them  in  ufing  a  connivent  leni* 
ty,  where  a  (harp  infight  or  notice,  may  work  a  greater  damage 
for  the  prefent.  In  matters  of  Government,  (  which  every  one 
that  can  find  fault  with,  skilleth  not  in  )  fuch  accidents  fall  out 
fomtime,  that  the  Prince  muft  not  ftandtoask,  what  may  be 
done  by  law  ;  but  muft  do  what  is  neceftary  to  be  done  in  that 
cafe.  If  a  Cholerickjnan,  ( as  one  faies J  be  about  to  firike,  I  muft 
votgo  about  to  purge  his  C heller,  but  to  breakj>is  blow.  So  doth  the 
King  in  this  cafe :  He  labours  to  break  the  blows  of  the  Murde- 
rous Mfh  that  they  may  fall  no  longer  fo  heavy  upon  his  Prote- 
ftant  Subjects.  Time  was  when  He  would  have  gone  in  perfon,ta 
have  purged  their  Choller,  and  to  let  them  bloud,  and  fo  have 
redeemed  his  poor  afflicted  people,  from  their  fury,  in  a  more 
Kingly  way ;  only  his  good  Subjetts  here,  that  take  upon  them  to 
command  him,  would  not  give  him  leave  fo  to  do :  wherefore 
he  muft  now  do  as  he  may,  and  not  as  he  would.  And  furely  if 
thofe abbots $f Weftminfier,  that  fit  thereat  eafe,  fatted  with 
the  wealth,  and  pleafures  of  the  Kingdom ;  fporting  themfelves 
With  reports  of  bloud  and  (laughter,  had  but  any  fenfible  feeling 
of  thofc  miferies,  which  our  poor  Proteflant  Brethren  in  Ireland 
dp  indure,  by  the  continuation  of  that  War,  they  would  be 
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gFad  of  a  peace  upon  any  condition ;  fo  it  were  but  with  the  en- 
joyment of  Confcience  and  Religion.  But  they  fas  is  conceived) 
were  the  firft  kindlers  of  the  fire  there,  thereby  to  gain  advan- 
tage to  themfclves,  of  raifing  combuftions  here :  and  as  their 
phrafe,  fo  their  fafhion  is,  to  go  throtigh  with  the  worh^,  Ergo,  til 
there  be  a  total  ruine,  and  defoiation  of  all,  they  wil  admit  of  no 
peace  in  either  Kingdom ;  wherefore  the  Ki  g  ( as  the  cafe  thea 
ftood)  went  the  only  right  way,  at  that  prefent,  by  a  pacification 
with  the  rebellious  Irifh,  to  inable  himfeJf  to  fupprefle  the  rebel- 
lious Englijh,  (thofe  roots  of  war,and  feeds-men  of  fedition)  and 
fo  to  recover  a  Capacity  fumxient  to  correct  all  offenders,,  and 
fettle  a  firm  tranquility  among  all  his  Subjects. 

ButthefeAccufersatthecndof  their  Notes  Pag.  55.  do  ob- 
ject divers  of  the  Kings  cxprefiions,  againft  the  doings  of  the 
Irifh,  which  (  as  they  apprehend  )  this  his  confent  to  agree  with 
them  did  contradict:  H$s  words  (fay  the})  once,  were  thefe  i  We 
hope  the  lamentable  Condition  ©/Ireland,  wil  invite  us  to  a  fair  in- 
telligence, ar.d  unity,  that  we  may  with  one  heart  intend  the  relieving 
and  recovering  of  that  unhappy  K  ingdome,  where  thofe  barbarous  Re- 
bels, pratlice  fuch  inhumane,  and  unheard-of  outrages  upon  eur  mi- 
ferable  people,  that  no  Chriflian  care  can  hear  without  Horrour,  nor 
Story  paralltL  *sfnd  at  another  time  (  fay  they  )  thus  the  King 
(peakcth  :  We  conjure  all  our  Subjects,  by  the  bonds  of  Love,  Duty, 
and  Obedience,  that  are  precious  to  good  men,  to  joyn  With  us  for  the 
recovery  of  that  Kingdom.  *s4lfo  in  July  (  fay  they  J  at  the  Siege 
of  Hull,  He  conjures  both  Houfes,  as  they  wil  Anffter  the  contrary 
to  Almighty  God,  to  unite  their  force  or  recovery  of  Ireland.  And 
in  December  the  King  anfwers  fome  Irifli  Protefliants  thus,  Since 
the  beginning  of  that  monflrous  Rebellion,  I  haze  had  no  greater 
forrow,  then  fo?'  the  bleeding^  Condition  of  that  Kingdom.  Truly 
their  bare  repetitions  of  thefe  pathetical  expreffions,  and  dcCircs 
of  their  So  veraign,  (with  which  themfelves  were  no  whit  mo- 
ved, to  unite  with  him  in  fo  pious  and  Charitable  a  work  ).  doth 
plainly  difcover  them  to  be  none  of  that  number  of  good  men 
whom  the  King  conjured,  nor  to  have  any  fear  in  their  hearts 
of  Almighty  God.  And  doing  the  fame  to  this  end,  fas  they 
hope)  todifgracc  the  King,  who  at  the  end  of  their  relation, 
they  blufa  not  to  tax  for  hn  laying  the  blame  ef  the  Irifh  tniferie\ 

upon 


ttpein  the  Parliament,  (i.e.  upon  the  fa&ion  fo  called ')  which  if 
he  fhould  not  do,he  would  fin  highly  againft  God  and  the  Truth. 
I  fay  to  repeat  thofe  his  expreffions  to  this  end,fas  they  do Jdoth 
witnelte  them  to  be  given  up  to  Reprobate  fenfe,  and  to  re- 
main in  the  moft  hardened  condition  of  impenitency  :  And  thus 
have  I  done  alfo  with  the  fourth  particular. 

There  remains  now  only  to  obferve  the  other  Circumftanccs 
annexed  to  this  their  Charge  for  aggravation  ;  taken  from  the 
manner  of  working,  whereby  thefe  things  are  faid  to  be  effected 
in  a  clofe  trading  Way  :  and  from  the  end  ;  for  meer  particular  ad- 
vantage. I  fhal  anfwer  both  thefe  together,  in  a  word,  thus ; 

The  King  writes  Letters  to  his  Jf*fr,and  his  Wife  to  him  agair>3 
wherin  they  communicate  their  hearts  and  minds  to  each  other  : 
Now  becaufe  they  did  not  fliew  thofe  their  Letters  to  the  faction 
at  Wefiminfter  before  they  fent  them,  and  crave  their  approba- 
tion of  what  they  had  written  ;  therefore  they  are  here  accufed 
to  go  in  a  clofe  trading  Vray>  and  to  ayme  at  their  own  particular 
advantage,  by  certain  men,  who  ( as  muft  be  fuppofed )  did  never 
do  any  thing  covertly  in  their  lives,  nor  leek  themfelves  in  any 
matter.  But  how  clofe  and  felfifh  they  have  ('indeed )  been,  in 
their  proceedings,  I  have  hinted  already,  and  the  world  hath  too 
£harp  a  fenfe  of  it.  Had  the  King  from  the  beginning  bin  more 
clofe  and  referved ;  perhaps  ere  this,  he  had  quite  blown  them 
up  :  at  leaft  ■(  as  by  a  counter-mine  )  had  given  a  check  to  their 
proceedings,  and  therein  done  no  other,  then  what  became  a  po- 
litick General,  whofe  wifdome  'tis  to  out-go  his  Enemies  in  their 
own  way,and  to  beat  them  at  their  own  weapons  :  But  the  Kings 
fincere  and  plain  dealing  hath  added  much  ( through  their  wic- 
kedneiTeJ  to  his  own  undoing  :  and  yet  now  at  length,  writing 
but  a  few  words  in  private  to  his  own  Wife,  about  his  own  ne- 
cefl'ary  prefervation,  becaufe  he  did  not  acquaint  them  with  it 
before-hand,  he  is  inveighed  again-ft,  and  cried  out  upon,  for  tra- 
ding in  a  clofe  Way,  for  meer  particular  advantage*  . 

But  the  thing  they  intend  chiefly  by  thefe  words,  is  to  perfwade 
the  world,  ( which  is  alio  the  main  drift  of  their  whole  Libell,) 
that  the  defign  which  the  King  drives  at,  is  to  advance  Popery  * 
&  to  this  end  he  ufeth  clandeftine  proceedingspvzmft.  them  at  JVeft* 
minjler^xhe  only  fupporters  as  rauft  be  believed  of  Proteftant  Re- 
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Ugion)  and  condemneth  ( as  they  fay )  all  that  be  la- any  degree  P  ro- 
te ft  ants  at  Oxford  :  grant eth  to  Herat  ion  of  Idolatry  to  Papijls,  and 
indemnity  to  the  murderous  Irijb ;  which  ( in  regard  of  his  many 
Froteftations  to  the  contrary,)  Jje  being  afhamed  to  own  openly, 
is  fain  to  betake  himfelf  to  a  cfofe  trading  way,  to  purfue  and  ac- 
complish. 

*  In  Anfwer  to  which  grand  Calumny ,  I  fhal  only  fet  down  the 
extract  of  a  Letter  clofely  fent  indeed,  (  that  the  world  may  moft 
truly  difcernthe  Kings  clofe  traling  way)  by  his  Majefty  to  the 
Commiflioners  in  Ireland,  immediately  after  Nazebj  Battail, 
when  he  was  in  Wales,  and  in  a  moft  low  condition,  written  by 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  Digby,  his  Majefties  Secretary,  I  wifh  I 
had  the  ful  Letter  it  felf  to  fet  it  down  verbatim,  for  I  confelfe 
this  to  be  but  the  abftrad^of  it,  which  I  received  from  a  Gentle- 
man of  moft  approved  truth  and  Candour,  as  he  did  only  bear 
the  fame  in  memory  ;  which  notwithftanding  he  is  confident  is 
but  little  (if  at  all,)  differing  from  the  Original. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

His  Majefty  hath  Commanded  me  to  let  you  knoW,  that  accor- 
ding to  jour  promife  and  agreement  with  him,  he  long  fince  ex- 
pelled jour  aide,  and  doth  much  Wander  jou  Jbould  negletl  him  and 
Jour  felves  fo  much  as  to  retard  it ;  becaufe  immediately  after  His, 
jour  ruine  muft  necejfarilj  follow  :  but  He  is  informed,  that  taking 
the  advantage  of  His  low  Condition,  you  inftft  upon  femthing  in  Re- 
ligion, more  then  former  Ij  you  were  contented  with.  He  has  there- 
fore commanded  me  to  let  jou  know,  that  were  his  condition  much 
lower  then  it  is,  jou  fhal  never  force  him  to  any  further  conceffions, 
to  the  prejudice  of  his  Confcience,  and  of  the  true  Proteftant  Religion, 
in  which  He  is  refolved  to  live,  and  for  Which  He  u  ready  to  die,  and 
that  He  wil  joyn  with  any  Proteftant  Prince ;  naj,  with  thefe  Rebels 
themj elves,  how  odious  foever,  rather  then  jeild  the  leaft  to  jou  in 
this  particular. 

I  refer  it  to  afl  mens  Confciences,  whether  this  be  not  a  fuffi- 
cient  evidence  of  his  Majefties  fincerity  and  arTc&ion  to  the  Pro- 
teftant Religion,  confidering  the  eftate  wherein  his  affairs  ftood 
when  this  Letter  was  written  and  alfo  whether  it  doth  not  fully 
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tonfirm  the  truth  of  what  I  faid  in  effect  before,  rfc  That 
f  z/<r  contejjions  were  made  to  the  Papifis  and  Irijh,  were  rather  by 
the  infmement  of  the  Puritan  Rebels,  then  by  any  inward  ajfecHon 
of  His  (J\fajefij  to  their  Religion. 

But  indeed  it  was  need lefle  to  have  alleaged  any  other  of  his 
fecret  Letters  for  this  Evidence :  For  thefe  which  the  Adverfarics 
have  here  publiilied,  and  declared  to  be  Evidences  of  truth,  do 
manifeftly  fpeak  to  this  purpofe ;  we  read  in  the  eighth  Paper, 
how  the  King  teJs  the  Queen,  that  He  differs  from  Her  in  no* 
thing  bm  Rdigion.  Are  not  thefe  the  Kings  own  Words  which 
themfeives  have  publifhed  ?  Was  not  this  Letter  fenc  (as  vvel  as 
the  reft)  in  a  clofe  trading  way,  as  they  call  it }  Do  they  think 
the  King  ever  intended  it  jfhould  come  into  their  hands  ?  And 
when  they  laid  afide  many  other  Papers,  as  not  fit  for  publica- 
tion at  this  time,  was  not  this  thought  fit  to  be  divulged  by  their 
own  wife  felves  ?  Js  not  this  one  of  thofe  Evidences  of  Truth 
( they  fpeak  of  in  the  beginning  )  which  to  have  concealed,  would 
have  bin  a  great  fin  againfi  the  mercies  of  God  ?  Truly  I  dare 
boldly  fay,  that  neither  the  King  for  himfelf,  nor  any  of  his 
friends  in  his  behalf,  could  poffibly  have  e;iven  a  better  evidence 
to  the  abufed  Subjects  of  this  Nation,  that  His  Majefty  is  a  true 
Proteftart,  then  this  is  which  his  Enemies  have  given  by  their 
publication  of  that  Letter :  Surely  the  Finger  of  God  was 
in  it. 

For  peoples  more  clear  undcrftanding  and  notice  of  it,  I  wil 
foe  down  the  Kings  Words  as  they  ftand  in  the  Letter  :  Writing 
to  his  Slueen,  about  that  bufintfle  of  Ireland  fore-mentioned,  he 
fpeaketh  thus, 

J  need  not  tel  thee ,  what  fecrefie  this  buftneffe requires y 
yet  this  I  mi  I  fay,  that  this  ts  thegreatefl  point  of  confidence 
J  can  exp  efj'e  to  thee  •  for  it  is  no  thanks  to  me^  to  trujt  thee 
in  any  thing  elfe  hut  in  this  which  is  the  only  thing  of  diffe- 
rence betwixt  us ;  and  yet  I  know  thou  wilt  make  Osgood  a 
bargain  for  me,  even  in  this  j  /  tru fling  thee  (though  tt  con- 
cern Religion)  as  if  thou  wert  a  Proteflanl. 

O  what  a  diicovery  is  here  made  of  the  Kings  fincerity  in  his 
profeffion  !  When  for  an  obligation  upon  his  $neen,  to  make  a 
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good  bargain  for  him,  he  tels  her  in  his  moft  bofome  expreflions, 
that  he  trufts  her  to  do  it  for  him  a  Proteftant,  as  if  her  felf  were 
one.  The  world  may  here  fee,  though  thefe  Obfervatours  them- 
felves  (who  have  helped  us)  wil  not ;  chat  in  the  clofefl  Vvay  of  tra- 
ding (  according  to  their  own  phrafe)  which  the  King  ufeth,  he 
tradeth  as  a  Proteftant,  and  acknowledged  in  hismoftfecret 
Letters  to  his  Queen.that  there  is  a  difference(ihough  it  be  the  on* 
ly  difference)  between  Him  and  Her  in  matter  of  Religion, 

And  thus  have  I  vindicated  my  Soveraigns  Honour,  againfi: 
this  particular  Charge  alfo  of  his  enemies;  and  do  expe&thatl 
have  hereby  procured  to  my  felf,  ( though  not  deferved  )  from 
thefe  men  and  their  Facliw,  (  whofe  bafeneffe  I  have  in  part  de- 
tected) the  imputation  and  Title,  of  the  falfeftofmen,  aPapift; 
yea,  of  thefalfeft  of  Papifts,  a  fefuite,  for  it  was  voted  and  con- 
cluded before  hand,  that  whofoever  Lhould  do  as  I  have  done, 
{hould  be  fo  accounted. 

But  notwithstanding  all  that  I  have  faid  in  the  Kings  behalf, 
yet  this  I  confefl'e  to  thefe  men,  fo  much  as  concerns  the  pofieion 
in  general,  I  am  wholly  of  their  opinion,  viz,,  that  whoever  is 
guilty  of  thofe  four  things,  fctl.  Of  Chndeftine  proceedings  againfi 
the  Honour  and  being  of  Parliament ;  Of  condemning  all  that  be  Pro- 
teftants  in  any  degree  ;  Of  granting  a  Tolleration  to  Idolaters ;  And  of 
•  indempnity  to  Murderers ;  or  that  goes  in  a  clofe  trading  way  ( to 
efFect  thofe  things  )for  meer  particular  advantage ;  cannot  be  defen- 
ded by  anjy  but  fuch  as  deferve  the  imputation  of  the  worfi  men.  And 
.•therefore  I  am  of  opinion  that  all  thofe,  who  take  upon  them  to 
defend  the  men  now  above-board,  who  under  the  name  of  Par- 
liament) have  not  only  undermined  the  King  their  Soveraign,  but 
,  alfo  the  Parliament  it  felf,  in  deftroying  its  Priviledges,  which 
they  pretend  to  ftand  for  :  who  have  condemned  allt  to  be  Po- 
piflaly  affe&ed,  that  are  in  any  degree  Proteflants  at  Oxford,  cal- 
ling them  by  the  odious  names  of  CMdignants^  Papifts,  Devils, 
and  Dogs ;  who  have  not  only  granted  a  T oiler -at ion  of  Idolatry , 
but  fet  it  up,  and  perfecuted  with  fire  and  fword,  banilliment  and 
confifcation,  all  that  wil  not  commit  the  fame :  ( themfelvd 
whom  they  call  the  Parliament  are  the  Idol,  whom  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Kingdom  muft  fall  down  tmto  and  worfhip  )  who 
•have  alfo  granted  indempnitj  to  the  murderous  Irijb.  For  I  would 
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have  them  but  fpeak  out  and  fay,  of  what  Nation  and  Religion 
their  Plnnket  is  of ;  Nay,  let  them  tell  the  world  ( if  they  dare J 
what  promifes  have  been  made  from  them,  by  their  Inftruments, 
(  in  a  clofe  traiing  way)  unto  that  Plnnket  and  Mnskgrry,  (whem 
they  Tax  their  King,  for  (lie wing  countenance  unto)  upon  con- 
dition they  would  but  fit  (till,  and  not  helpe  their  Soveraign.Who 
alfohave  further  yet,  in  a  clofe  trading  way>  cozened  us  their  fel- 
low Subjects  of  all  we  had,  that  was  dear  unto  us,  our  Religion, 
Liberty ,  Peace  ,  Wealth ,  and  Friends,  for  their  own  meere  par- 
tieular  advantage^  that  thcmfelves  might  rule  alone,  and  bear 
the  fway  over  our  Soveraign,  and  our  felves ;  over  our  Con- 
fciences  and  Eftates ;  which  they  fpoile  and  fell  away  accor- 
ding to  their  pleafures :  I  fay,  I  doe  verily  beleeve  that  who- 
ever they  be,  that  fhall  take  upon  them,  to  defend  thefe 
men,  under  what  colour  and  pretences  foever,  are  as  bad 
as  the  worft  of  men,  yea,  falfer  then  the  Tapifts,  then  the  fe- 
fuites.  But  we  will  liften  now  to  what  thefe  men  adde  farther ; 
they  fay, 

Hitherto  the  Englifli  have  had  Commijfton  to  Chaftize  the  Irifli,  Libell. 
and  the  Irifli  have  had  the  like  to  Chaftize  the  Englifli  ;  both  have 
ff  ilt  each  others  blond  by  the  Kings  Warranty  yet  as  both  hath  been 
in  part  ownedyfo  both  hath  been  in  part  difowned}and  the  King  himfelf 
hath  not  appeared  with  open  face  in  the  Bujinejfe. 



Si  c  t.  XIX. 

I.  The  Enemies  malitiou*  devifes  to  Scandalise  the  King 
with  favouring  the  Irifli  Rebellion  detected  and  confuted. 
2,  The  Kings  requiring  fecrejie  of  the  Queen  and  Or- 
mond  in  the  matters  writ  to  them  tfuflified.  The  Libel- 
lers  Blafphemy  againjl  Gods  Providence^  zand  in  asking 
Gods  Blefling  ufon  their  Libell  noted. 

THe  Englijh  have  had  Commiffmn to  Chaftize  the  Rebellions  §»i* 
Irijby  and  the  Irijh  have  had  the  like  to  Chaftize  the  Rebel- 
lion* Englifb,  both  have  fpilt  each  others  bloud,  by  the  Kings 

Ee  War- 


ip^  ct/f  Vindication 

warrant;  and  what  harm  is  there  in  all  this?  The  King  is  the 
Uom.  13.  4.     CMimfter  of 'God ,  ^  <?^rj  (fayes  the  Apoftlc)  /o 

rtwfc  tt?r^//b  upon  them  that  do  evitl  i  and  therefore  fo  far  forth,  as 
the  fame  hath  been  managed  to  the  punifhment  of  Rebellion, 
whether  by  Englijh  or  by  Irijh,  under  his  command  and  Autho- 
rity, the  King  hath  with  open  face  owned  it  :  But  in  as  much,  as 
the  fame  hath  been  ufed  by  the  one  or  other,  againft  himfelf,  His 
Crown  and  Dignity,  againft  the  Law,  againft  His  Loyal i  Prote- 
ftant  fubjecls,  to  the  hurt  or  damage  of  them  and  their  Religion; 
the  King  hath  both  fccretly  and  puMikly  difownei  ever,  and  ftill 
doth:  For  why  ftiould  hefinne  againft  God,  His  own  Confci- 
ence,  and  honour  in  taking  upon  himfelfe  the  fcandall  of  others 
doings ;  as  thofe  that  call  themfeives  his  great  and  wife  Councell 
dtfire  he  fhould ;  who  themfeives  commit  the  finne,  and  would 

j  l!1  UluC  l.  bave  him  beare  all  the  *  blame/for  this  is  their  wav  of  Eor.ourinv 
blond  that  hath   .  .  .  ,  r  n-        ,  \   k    1    '    \  •  J> 

b:cn  ftied   by         Sovtraigne  m  the  eyes  of  Hu  people)  And  to  this  purpofe, 

them  and  b/[  when  at  firft  by  decolation  of  Strafford,  the  Irijb  Gove rnour, 
their  me  nes,  they  had  put  that  wild  and  unruly  people  into  a  fit  Capacity,  and 
milwarinwhich  Prox*mate  prf&tte  °f  Rebelling;  and  perhaps  too  in  their  dofi 
themfeives  for  ^tifc^tyd*  (wherein  for  their  own  particular  advantage,  they  are 
no  caufe  have  of  all  men  living  moft  skilfull)  had  helped  to  draw  that  power  in- 
raifed  not  only  to  Acr;to  the  end  the  people  of  this  Kingdom,  (whom  they  were 
apatnft  the  t0  ufe  t0  another  purpofe  J  might  not  Jo  foon  fufpecL  them  guilty 
alfolaXft  his  of  fo  mllch  cvi11 »  they  pubiiflied  abroad  that  the  Rebells  in  Ireland 
perfnn  and  his  had  the  Kings  warrant  for  all  their  bloudy  doings-^  to  put  fome  CO- 
hien  ds)  muft,  lour  upon  this  devilifh  (lander,  they  printed  certain  examinati- 
and  is  by  them,  on?,„(as  they  cal'd  them)  of  certain  inferior  men  &  women;  who 

ffina's  Charge  rePorte<^  (as  tney  tel0  tnat  thcy  hearc*  ^omc  tne>'  nCar£^ 
fodxSMilhiFik  otncrs3  wno received  it  (perhaps from  3.  or  4.  perfons)  that  fome 
fuccefle per-  Commanders  among  the  Irif?  Rcbelis  had  affirmed  that  them- 
iwadsthcmto  (dveshadthe  Kings  Commijfion  for  what  they  did :  Which  thing 
if  any  of  the  Jrifif  Rebells  did  fay,  or  affirme,  what  wonder  is  it  ? 
do  not  all  Rebells  ufe  to  pretend  the  belt  authority,  for  their  own 
wicked  doings  ?  have  not  even  they  of  iVcftntmfter  themfeives, 
raifd  all  their  forces  of  men  and  monies  againft  the  Kings  pcr- 
fon,  under  the  Kings  own  name  ?  was  not  the  King  and  Tarka- 
ment  the  oncly  word  in  ufe  with  them  at  the  firft,  though  now 
the  Kings  name  is  left  out  ?  for  they  apprehend  the  people  to  be 
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fo  deeply  lock'd  with  themfelves  in  guile  andbloud,  that  they 
dare  not  leave  them  :  I  dare  boldly  atiirmc  it,  that  many  thou- 
ftnds  of  our  Engltfh>  had  never  been  ingulpfcd  in  thofe  Rebel- 
lious wayes  wherein  they  arc,  had  they  at  firft  but  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  devifes  of  Rebellious  Heads ;  but  now  things 
are  come'to  that  height,  that  they  know  not  how  to  difingage 
themfelves,  without  a  prefent  mine  from  them  who  have  en- 
gaged them.  But  hence  ( I  fay)  it  plainly  appcares  to  be  no  won- 
der, if  the  Irifi  Rebels  did  pretend  the  Kings  Authority  aho,  in 
the  beginning  of  their  accurfed  undertaking,  (though  whether 
they  did  or  no,  I  cannot  tell,  for  I  did  not  hear  them; )  only  this 
I  am  fure  of,  that  they  who  publilhed  and  printed  thofe  reports 
in  this  Kingdome,  did  hope  thereby  to  work  (  as  indeed  they 
did  )  a  difafre&ion  in  many  people  againft  their  Soveraignc,  that 
fo  them fe Ives  might  be  ftrengthned  with  their  concurrence  in 
their  intended  project  againft  him,  and  all  his  friends  that  fided 
with  him  ;  with  whom  I  may  affirme  they  have  even  dealt  as  the 
ficlops  in  Homer  did  with  Vlijfes  and  his  Affociates ;  who  finde- 
ing  no  reafon  to  mifufe  them,  yet  having  a  great  defire  to  feed 
upon  them,  would  needs  perfwade  that  they  were  Pyrats :  So 
thefe  not  knowing  any  furficient  reafon  to  quarrell  with  the 
King  and  his  friends,  or  to  ftir  up  the  people  againft  them;  yet 
having  a  great  hunger  after  the  Authority,  places,  Rights,  and 
profits  which  they  pofTefled,  they  would  needs  perfuade  they 
were  Popijhly  ajfetled,  and  were  approving  and  contenting  to  the 
Irifi  Rebellion  :  And  becaufe  the  Kinj  would  never  be  perfwaded 
(  as  the  people  were  )  to  yeeld  himfelfe  guiky  of  thole  evils  and 
miferies  which  (  as  themfelves  quote  his  words)  He  could  never 
hear  namd  but  with  a  bleeding  hesirt ;  therefore  they  are  pleafed 
here  to  adde  and  fay,  that  the  King  himfelfe  has  not  appeared  with 
an  open  face  in  the  bujinejfe. 

But  {fay  they)  now  by  Gods  provider.ee  the  traverfe  cttrtxwe  is  Libel!. 
drawne^  and  the  King  writing  to  Ormond  and  the  j+jieen,  whit  they 
inttft  not  difelofe  is  prefented  upon  the  ft  age* 

Their  meaning  is,  that  now  the  King  k  made  to  lliew  his  face, 
whether  he  will  or  no,  and  to  appeare  (as  they  thinkj  fuch  a  one, 
as  they  have  reported  him  :  For  thofe  iecrets  which  he  would 
have  to  be  kept  clofe,  (for  feare  they  iHould  difcover  him  )  are 
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here  prefented  to  publik  view,  by  the  direction  and  Authority  of 
h\$GreatCottnce!t>  who  in  their  faithfitlnejfe  and  Loyalty  to  him, 
have  opened  all  unto  the  world,  yea  and  £et  it  forth  with  an  ad- 
ditional 1  Advantage. 

But  (indeed)  this  act  of  theirs,  fpeakes  thofe  men  of  that 
Great  Qomcell,  to  have  no  great  acquaintance  with  that  Precept 
of  Chrift,  Bo  to  others,  as  ye  -wouldhave  others  do  to  you ;  For  cer- 
tainly themfelves  have  fomctimes  writ  to  their  wives  and  friends 
fuch  particulars^  as  they  would  not  have  all  the  world  to  know 
of:  For  though  -perhaps  they  may  not  be  hurtfull  rightly  taken, 
yet  (they'l  fay)  iU  conltruftions  may  be  made  of  good  meanings, 
or  a  good  defign  may  be  obftru&ed,  if  the  meanes  intended  for 
accojnplifhment  be  divulged,  and  therefore  if  they  require  fe- 
crefie  of  thofe  entrufted,  tbey  beleive  they  have  reafon  for  it,  and 
no  man  ought  to  cavill  at  it  •  But  the  King  it  feemes  (of  all  men) 
muft  not  be  allowed  this  Priviledge ;  he  is  here  exclaimed  upon, 
to  be  as  culpable  as  they  have  voiced  him,  mcerly  for  his  requi- 
ring filence  in  a  cafe  of  like  nature.  His  experience  had  taught 
him  too  well,  that  they  ftudied  to  erode  him  in  all  he  did,  and  to 
miftake  him  in  all  he  faid  ;  yea,  fo  they  might  prejudice  him  in  his 
Affaires,  and  in  his  peoples  hearts,  they  cared  not  to  go  in  the 
way  of  perverfneffe,  which  (as  the  Apoftle  faiesj  doth  lead  unto 
their  own  deftru&ion  :  which  to  prevent  if  poffible,  He  gives  the 
Queen  and  Ormond  this  Caveat,  not  to  difclofe  fome  particulars 
mentioned  to  them  in  his  Letters.  But  (  as  the  faying  is)  no  man 
can  avoid  hi*  proper  deflinyy  for  they  being  (  as  it  feemes)  ordai- 
ned to  ftumblc,  and  made  to  be  defiroyed  ( as  S.Peter  faies  fome  be) 
fhall  not  efcape  their  meanes  of  ruine:  thefe  very  7^/vrj(notwith- 
(bndingthe  Kings  care J  {hall  mifcarry,  and  fall  into  their  hands ; 
whereby  is  adminiftred  to  them,  an  occasion  of "fallings  andfoof 
perifliing  in  their  own  Corruptions  by  their  evill  (peaking  •  and 
perverfely  interpreting  the  things  they  underftand  not.  And 
themfelves  fay,  ther envoi  a  Providence  in  this,  wl.ich  notwith- 
ftanding  they  feeme  to  blafpheme,  by  making  it  the  Author  of 
their  Evil  Is  :  by  Gods  good  providence  (  fay  they  )  the  traverfe  Cur- 
taine  ts  dra^ne,  yea  but  thst,  what  ever  the  King  would  have  Or- 
mmdznd  the  ^ueen  conceale,  is  prefented  upon  the  Stage  toge- 
ther with  their  own  malicious  conceits  upon  the  fame ;  they  en- 
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title  all  to  be  the  All  of  Gods  Providence  (as  if  themfelves  had  not 
had  fomuch  as  a  finger  in  the  bufines)  but  'tis  no  marvail,  that 
they,  who  begun  their  reproachfull  Prologue,W\th.  an  abufive  men- 
tioning of  GoJ.s  Mercies ;  fhould  alfo  conclude  the  fame  with  a 
/peaking  evilly  of  Gods  good  Providence. 

Indeed  I  confefle  there  was  a  Providence,  and  a  better  provi- 
dence too,  then  they  will  acknowledge  in  their  furprizall  and 
publication  of  thefe  Papers,  for  hereby  'tis  come  to  pane,  that 
they  who  before  (LapVring-\'\ke  )  cryedfurtheft  off  from  their 
own  neft,  are  detected  and  difcovered.  They  who  formerly 
{  JanusAikc )  looked  two  wayes,  are  made  to  have  but  one  face. 
They  who  pretended  love  and  Loyalty  to  their  Soveraigne,  are 
unmuffled,  and  have  the  traverfe  Cnrtainefio  drawn  from  before 
them,  that  their  malice  and  hypocrifie  is  prefented  upon  the 
Stage,  and  made  tranfparent  to  every  Eye :  infomuch  that  thofe 
people,  who  did  before  by  their  meanes,  tr an  fire  ab  ignorantiaad 
prejudicium,  leap  from  ignorance  to  predicate  opinion  of  their 
King ;  without  taking  a  good  Judgement  in  the  way ;  have  now 
gained,  fuch  a  full  view  of  the  Hearts  and  true  difpofitions  of 
their  feducers,  that  they  may  conclude  of  them,  zsThomas  tvhit-  Fox  Martyr.. 
tie  the  Martyr,  did  of  the  Enemies  of  his  daies :  That  in  them  ap- 
pear eth  fo  lively  ^the  very  image  and ft 'ape  of  Satan,  that  a  man  (if  it 
were  no  prejudice  to  Gods  Word}  might  well  affrme  them  to  be  De- 
vills  incarnate  :  Which  very  thing  alfo,  that  little  of  theirs  which 
followes,  doth  feem  further  yet  to  cvidence/cis  their  Conclufion, 
and  in  thefe  words. 

God  grant  that  the  drawing  of  this  Curtain  may  be  fofatall  to  P*pe-  ijbdi 
ry,  &  Antichrifiian  Herefie  here  now,  as  the  rending  of  the  vaile  was 
to  the  Jewijh  Ceremonies  in  Judea,  at  the  Expiration  of  our  Saviour. 

That  which  they  here  call  Popery,  and  Antichrifiian  Herefie, 
ca*n  be  no  other  then  the  true  Proteftant  Chriftian  Religion,  for 
that  only  was  it,  which  was  here  eftablifcd,  which  the  King  pro- 
feflfeth  and  maintaineth,  and  which  themfelves  were  formerly  of, 
( as  they  pretended  )  to  the  fame  now ,  ander  thofe  odious 
names  of  Vopey  and  Antichrifiian  Herefie,  they  wifh  fuch  a  finall 
conclufion,  as  the  fewifh  Ceremonies  had,  (  which  were  never 
to  endure  but  for  a  feafon  :  )  and  according  to  their  wifh,  hath 
their  endeavours  been  ,  even  quite  to  ruinate  and  deftroy  the 
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fame,  which  in  a  great  meafure  they  have  already  effected,  as* to 
wofuil  experience  is  too  manifeft  ;  and  to  bring  this  their  wicked 
work  to  a  more  fpeedy  end,  they  have  by  thefe  their  fcandalous 
notes  endeavoured  to  blaft  the  honour  and  dignity  of  that  Prince, 
who  hath  been,  and  is,  the  chiefeft  defender  of  it  under  Heaven  : 
and  the  Publication  of  them  they  call  the  drawing  of  the  Curtaine, 
which  they  are  bold  to  ask  Gods  blefling  upon,  that  the  fame 
(through  his  help)  maybe  as  fatal!  a  fore-runner  of  the  mine  of 
verity,  ( which  themfelves  only  call  sAntichrifkian  Herefie  )  as 
the  renuing  of  the  vaile  was  to  the  Jewijb  Ceremonies  :  they*  would 
have  this  A&  of  theirs  as  arTedhiall  tethe  one,  as  that  of  our  Sa- 
viours expiration  was  to  the  other  :  and  this  time  of  their  owne 
breathing,  to  be  of  like  account  with  that  of  our  Saviours  expi- 
ring :  now  what  may  be  thought  ( at  the  prefent  )  of  thefe  men, 
let  all  that  have  reafon  and  Confcience  Judge.  lie  conclude 
w  ith  a  prayer  too ;  and  it  (hail  be  this.  "  God  grant  that  this  my 
<c  drawing  the  Curtain  from  the  faces  of  tnefe  Libellers,  may  not 
cc  only  prove  fatall  to  all  Hypocrilie,  Rebellion,  and  Antichi  tftian 
"difloyaity  :  but  alfo  inftrumentall  to  work  iuch  a  fhame  of 
(C  themfelves  in  the  hearts  of  thefe  very  men,  and  of  their  Ma- 
"  fters  2XfVeflminftery  that  they  may  look  with  better  eyes  then 
Cc  ever  yet  they  have  done,  upon  Charles  their  Soveraign,  whofe 
cc  honour  they  have  pierced;  and  may  have  better  breathings  then 
"ever  they  have  had,  after  Chrift  their  Saviour,  whofe  Golpel 
a  they  have  fcandalized.  Amen. 


S  e  c  t.  XX. 

What  good  ufe  might  have  been  made  of  thefe  Letters". 
Of  the  faults  laid  unto  the  gueenes  Charge,  Jpec/a/ly  in 
loving  her  Husband. 

I Have  done  with  their  Prologue  to  the  Kings  Letters,  and  in  a 
manner  with  their  Annotations  upon  them  too,  which  (Tor 
the  molt  part )  containe  but  the  fame  over  againe,  with  the  mix- 
ture of  more  malice,  therefore  in  examining  the  one,  I  have  alfo 
in  a  fort  difpatched  the  other.  Nor  doe  I  love  any  more  then 

needs 


of  King  Charls, 

needs  muft  ,  to  bufie  my  felfe  in  repetitions. 

There  are  ( I  confefle  )  a  few  particulars  in  thefe  their  Anno- 
tations,which(as  I  remember)  have  not  been  touched  upon,in  the 
difcuflion  of  the  former  General! ;  thefe  I  fhall  cull  our,  and  only 
fhew  them(which  will  be  enough)and  fo  leave  them  to  the  world 
to  be  judged  of.  They  begin  at  the  end  of  the  Kings  Papers,  their 
Obfervations  thus. 

Cftiuch  xfe  may  be  made  of  thefe  precedent  Papers,  and  many 
things  therein  will  appear  very  worthy  our  notice* 

In  which  they  fpeak  truth,  and  had  not  themfelves  been  of  too 
Jj)iderons  a  nature,  they  might  have  made  much  good  ufe  of  them 
indeed  ;  and  have  noted  from  them,  fuch  dexterity  of  undeman- 
ding ;  fuch  undantednelfe  of  resolution  ;  fuch  fortitude  of  fpirit 
in  adverfity  j  fuch  conjugall  faith-and  affections «  fuch  paternall 
care  and  pitty  to  his  people,  and  fuch  true  Chriftian  patience  and 
piety  to  be  in  their  Sovcraigne  ;  as  cannot  be  altogether  Para- 
lcll'd  at  this  day,  in  any  Prince  of  Chriftendome.  In  a  word3thefe 
Papers  fpeak  our  King  to  be  compleatly  a  Councellour,  aSoul- 
dier,  a  Gentleman,  and  aScholler,  and  had  he  but  trufted  to 
himielf  more,and  lefle  to  the  advice  of  othersjn  the  management 
of  his  Affaires;  thoufands  of  his  Subjects  from  thefe  his  Letters, 
are  moft  confident,  that  his  enemies  had  not  now  been  trium- 
phant. 

But  the  notice  of  fuch  mattters,  ferveth  not  the  rimes  of  thefe 
men,  nor  can  their  coloured  eyes,  fee  any  thing  of  this  nature  in 
thefe  Letters;  faults  and  errors,only  are  thought  worthy  their  ob- 
fervance,of  which  they  fancy,they  have  efpied  great  plenty,  in  the 
King  and  Queen  both. 

The  Queens  faults,though  ("for  fhevv  fakej  they  have  branched 
them  out  into  many  particulars,  may  all  be  reduced  to  one,  and 
that  is  Loving  of  her  HmbaiJ.  Indeed  they  begin  their  Com- 
plaints againft  Her,  with  faying,  She  is  implacable  to  ottr  Religion, 
Nation,  Government,  but  they  can  inftance  neither  in  word  or 
action,  to  make  the  fame  appear  con}:ctura!l •  only  they  tell  us 
afterward,  of  her  or  eat  case,  that  our  Etfhops  be  provided  for,  (and 
the  blefling  of  God  be  upon  her  for  it :  )  they  hope  that  people 
doe  ftill  belecve,  that  Bilhops  were  enemies  to  all  good,  and 
therefore  if  the  Queen  doth  but  manifeft  any  refpect  to  them,  in 
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their  prefent  affliction  and  perfection,  it  doth  fufficientfy  fpeak 
her  implacable  nejfe  to  our  Religion,  Ration,  Government.  Well, 
I  wifti  with  my  foul,  that  the  men  ofweftminfter  had  proved 
themfelves  no  worfe  affefted,  to  our  Religion,  Nation,  and  Go- 
vernment, then  the  Queen  hath  done ;  for  then  I  am  fure,  they 
had  all  full  been  in  a  moft  flourishing  and  happy  Condition.  But 
the  Queen  being  the  Kings  Wife,  muft  help  to  bear  her  Husbands 
Burden  of  blame  as  well  as  Sorrow ;  evsn  as  it  (hall  pleafe  thefe 
His  vaffalls  to  caft  it  on  Her. 

Indeed  they  tell  us  alfo  afterward,  out  of  Taper  27.  that  the 
Queen  defires  the  disbanding  of  the  Parliament :  in  which  perhaps 
they  would  have  her  thought  an  Enemy  to  our  Religion,  2fationy 
Government  ?  But  we  fhali  firft  read  Her  words,  and  then  we  may 
judge  whether  they  import  fuch  an  interpretation;  the  Queen 
writing  to  the  King  from  Torh^  faith  :  I  underftand  to  day  from 
London,  that  thej  will  have  no  cetfation,  and  that  they  treat  at  the 
beginning  of  the  two  firfl  ^Articles ,  a?id  afterward  of  the  disbanding 
of  the  Army  ;  certainly  I  wijh  a  peace  more  then  any,  and  that  with 
greater  reafony  but  I  would  the  disbanding  of  the  perpetuall  Tar- 
liament firft \  and,  certainly  the  reft  will  be  eajily  afterwards:  I  doe  not 
fay  this  of  mine  own  head  alone,  for  generally  thofe  that  areforyou> 
md  againft  jou  in  this  Country  wtjh  an  end  of  it.  Thefe  be  the 
Queenes  words  entirely.  She  defires  a  peace  more  then  any,  and 
in  order  to  that,  {he  wifheth  a  disbanding  of  the  perpetuall  Par- 
liament, becaufe  otherwife,  peace  is  never  likely  to  be  had  ;  and 
this  is  not  the  judgement  of  herfelfe  alone ,  but  of  all  in  generall : 
that  are  both  for  and  againft  the  King,  in  that  Country  :  where- 
fore if  this  be  an  Argument  of  the  Queenes  enmity  againft  our 
Religion,  Tiation,  Government,  then  all  thofe  that  are  both  for, 
and  againft  the  King,  in  that  County  of  Torl^Jhire  are  Ene- 
mies as  well  as  ftie,  becaufe  they  joyne  with  her  in  wiftiing  an 
end  to  the  Warre ,  and  rcftoration  of  peace  unto  the  King- 
dome. 

But  (by  the  way )  I  wonder  why  they  fliould  Tax  the  Queen 
with  implacableneffe  to  our  Government  ?  is  not  that  of  our  nati- 
on Monarchal^  and  that  of  our  Church  Epifcopall?  and  her 
Husband  the  Head  and  upholder  of  both  ?  can  the  Queen  then 
be  bdeeved  to  be  dififfecTed  to  either  of  thefe  ?  the  men  (doubt- 
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idle )  have  loft  their  fenfes,  together  with  their  Loyalty. 

*  Concerning  her  Majefties  affection  to  our  Religion  and  Na-  *  This  partf- 
tioriy  let  me  be  bold  ( though  one  of  the  meaneft)  upon  this  occa-  «Jar  digrcfll- 
fion,to  give  a  Teftimony  unto  my  Country-men,  from  mine  own  °n  was 
experience  :  Thofe  Englilli  Proteftants  who  have  been  in  France,  obfTrvTncc  of* 
in  thefe  times  of  perfection,  cannot  but  witnefle  the  fame  with  her  Majefties 
me :  and  fay,  That  the  Queen  hath  been  to  the  uttermoft  of  goodneffe  in 
her  power,  a  mod  tender  carefull  nurfing  Mother,  both  to  our  f  ww. 
Religion  and  Nation,  in  that  her  Native  Kingdome ;  for  by  her 
fole'meanes  and  great  induftry,  we  had  places  allowed  lis,  to 
meet  together  to  ferve  God  in  feven  publickly)  after  the  Eng- 
lilli manner,  in  each  of  which,  Gods  Word  was  faithfully  Prea- 
ched on  the  Lords  Day,  and  truly  read,  together  with  Divine 
Service  twice  a  day  throughout  the  week;wherunto  flie  was  care- 
ful that  her  own  Servants  of  our  Nation  and  Religion  ( whereof 
flie  hath  many  )  fhould  duly  and  conftantly  refort ;  which  great 
priviledge  and  favour  to  us,  was  looked  on  with  much  regret 
and  fpleen  by  fome  Jefutted  Papifts,  who  wickedly  reproached 
Her  Majefty  for  the  fame,  exclaiming  upon  her  for  a  Luthe- 
ran ,  and  a  Proteftant ,  even  becaufe  flie  had  manifefted  fuch 
love  to  our  Nation  and  Religion,  in  providing  for  us  thefe  Sina- 
gogues :  which  rebukes  and  reproaches  fhe  (good  Princefle)  was 
content  for  our  fakes,  to  bear  with  meeknefle  and  patience ;  un- 
doubtedly it  may  be  eafily  believed  from  this  fweetnefle  ancf 
goodneffe  of  her  nature,  (after  her  receipt  of  fo  many  abufes 
from  fome  amongft  us )  that  had  our  deportments  towards  her 
been  fuch  as  our  Religion  com mandeth,  fhe  might  ere  this,  in  all 
probabilities  have  preferred  the  fame  before  her  own ;  even  as 
flie  hath  done  our  Nation  ;  many  have  heard  her  at  a  wel  fur- 
nifhed  Table  fay,  one  of  thefe  Dijhes  in  England,  With  my  Hufband 
and  Children  (  might  I  but  enjoy  it  there  in  peace  )  would  pleafe  me 
better \atid  be  fweeter  u  me,  then  all  this  plenty  in  this  place*  So  great 
is  her  affection  to  our  Nation ;  (  whofe  great  ingratitude  and  un- 
kindneffe  to  her,  fo  unbecoming  the  Gofpel,  the  Lord  par- 
don.) 

Let  the  Reader  pardon  this  digreffion  :  her  Majefties  wrong- 
ed Innocence,  and  the  truth  did  extort  it  from  mc  :  I  return  now 
to  her  Accufers :  from  whom  I  learn, 
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That  her  Majefties  main  and  proper  fault  is  Loving  her  Hus- 
band, and  this  ( I  confefle  )  they  Evidence  at  large,  from  many 
quotatious  out  of  her  feveral  Letters,  as  firft  ( they  fay  )  {be  per- 
forms the  office  of  a  Reft  dent  for  him  in  France,  and  is  reftlefe  even 
to  the  negltii  of  her  own  health,  to  affifl  him  (  againft  them  his  Ene- 
mies.) 2.  She  vows  (they  fay)  to  die  byfamine,  rather  then  fail  him, 
in  her  faithful  endevours,  3.  She  confines  not  her  Agency  to  France, 
but  foHicites  other  Princes  alfb  for  flipping  in  his  aid*  4.  She  fends 
oArmesinto  Scotland  to  Mountro{fe  ;  and  many  fuch  like  particu- 
lars they  alleage,  which  doth  abundantly  ev  idence  this  her  fault 
of  loving  her  Hufband:  Nay,  and  the  moft  heinous  matter  of  all 
is  the  Counfels  which  (he  gives  him,  namely,  to  be  fuftrkiom  in  his 
Treaties  -with  them  (  who  have  deceived  him  fo  much  already  )  to 
take  heed  of  his  oven  fafety  amongst  them^andnot  to  thinkjoimfelffafe 
any  longer,  then  he  defends  hi*  friends  that  have  ferved  him  :  for 
which  they  quote,  Pap,  3 1 .  thefe  they  call  Counfels  of  very  pernici- 
oph  Confeqnencey  of  which  nature  alfo,  is  that  manifeftation  of  her 
Judgment,  that  peace  cannot  be  fafe  to  the  Kingjwithont  a  Regiment 
for  his  Guardy  (a  la  mode  de  France )  (fay  they)  they  might  as  wel 
have  faid,  h  la  mode  du  Parliament ;  and  of  all  this,  they  alleage 
their  punctual  proofs  out  of  thefe  Letters :  wherefore  'tis  very 
plain,  that  the  Queen  is  gu:lry  of  a  moft  dear  and  tender  affe- 
ction to  the  King  her  Husband,  and  in  order  to  him,  fhe  defires 
the  welfare  of  all  his  friends :  and  for  this  caufe,  is  deemed  by 
thefe  men,  a  fit  object  of  abufe  and  hatred. 

But  truly,  if  I  did  not  evidently  fee  them  to  be  given  up  to 
blindnelTe  of  mind,  by  reafon  of  that  malice  which  is  in  them  ;  I 
fhould  much  admire,  at  their  folly  in  thefe  their  exceptions,  a- 
gainft  the  Queen.  I  dare  fay,  that  Henry  Burtons  Wife,  or  John 
Baftickj  Wife,  might  have  done  ful  as  much  for  their  husbands, 
when  time  was,  (had  they  bin  in  a  like  capacity)  and  bin  no 
whit  blamed  by  thefe  men  for  the  fame  1  Nay  they  ill  m\d  have 
beer,  commended  rather  for  fuch  Teftimonies  of  their  faith- 
fulneffe  and  affection.  O  but  the  Queens  fortune  is  to  be  the 
Ki»gs  Wife,  and  therefore  flie  muft  not  look  to  find  fuch  grace 
and  favour  in  the  eyes  of  thefe  jolly  men ;  as  to  have  that  in  her 
not  cenfured  for  a  fait  >  which  in  mean  women  is  entitled 
virtue* 

Nay, 
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Nay,  I  am  further  confident,that  if  this  truly  royal  Afarj,Wtfc 
to  our  Soveraign  Churls  fad  like  that  Queen  ifabclla,  wife  to  our 
Edward  the  2d.  joyned  iifue  with  fome  of  the  Enemies  aguinft  the 
King  her  Husband,  Aie  fliould  have  bin  in  as  high  account  with 
thefe,  as  that  other  was  with  the  Rebels  of  thofc  days :  her  diffe- 
rence in  Religion  fliould  have  bred  no  d if- affection  at  all  in  them 
towards  her ;  for  'tis  not  fo  much  an  unity  in  that  which  they 
defire  and  aime  at,  ( as  to  all  is  plainly  apparent,  from  that  mul- 
tiplicity of  Religions  allowed  amongft  them  J  if  there  be  but  a 
facile  community  another  way,  in  things  more  fcnfible :  itu  ila- 
bundantly  ferve  the  turn,  to  give  fatisfaclion  to  thefe  blejfed  Re- 
formers. 

But  becaufe  the  Queen  is  Chard  fida^  marko,  dear  and  faith- 
ful to  her  Lord  and  Husband  :  therefore  muft  fhe  be  exclaimed 
upon,  and  hated  ;  yea,  hunted  and  forced  out  of  the  Kingdom, 
by  certain  wife  and  wel-bred  Gentlemen,  (  as  they  would  be  ac- 
counted )  that  rule  the  roft  at  iVeftminfter :  who,  if  they  could 
but  lay  hands  upon  her,  would  alio  murder  her,  for  with  open 
mouth  they  have  charged  her  already  with  no  lelYe  then  Treafon, 
(T reafon  againft  the  New-ftate  forfooth  )  even  for  her  affectio- 
nate adherence,  unto  the  King  her  Husband,  in  thefe  times  of  his 
affliction.  Obferveit  (I  befeech  you)  and  confiderwell  of  it, 
O  all  ye  Princes  and  Nobles  of  the  world,  and  all  you  that  are 
true  Gentlemen  of  what  Nation  and  Kingdome  foever,  and  fay, 
whether  you  ever  read  or  heard  of  the  like  !  Behold,here  a  moft 
Royall  Lady,  of  moft  noble  and  high  Vertues ,  and  incompara- 
ble parts  ;  Great  Henries  Daughter,Sifter  to  the  late  French  King9 
and  Aunt  unto  the  prefent,  and  ,gueen  of  England,  who  hath 
been  defamed,  fclandered,  reviled,  railed  upon,  fliot  at,  perfec- 
ted, and  driven  to  baniftiment ;  brought  upon  the  publick  Stage 
for  a  Traitour,  condemned  and  threatned  with  death ,  and  for- 
ced to  fly  into  other  Countries,to  preferve  her  felfe  in  being,(like 
that  woman  in  the  Revelationfiom  the  face  of  the  Dragon)  and  all 
this  onely  for  her  faithfulneffe  and  loyal  affections  to  her  Huf- 
band  in  his  diftreffc :  confider  of  thi*  thing  I  befeech  you,  and 
fpeak  your  minds. 

And  you  my  Country-men  of  Englandm  general,  examine 
your  thoughts,  and  then  lay,  Hocti**  eft  Htmanftrnfattum  ant 
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inceptum?  Is  there  any  Generofity,  nay,  any  Humanity  in  fuch. 
dealings  ?  Can  you  imagine  that  fuch  demeanours  towards  fuch  a 
perfonage,  wil  be  ever  chronicled  to  our  Nations  praife,  or  read 
by  pofterity  with  approbation  ?  Was  ever  fuch  harih,  and  hel- 
iifh  ufage  offered  by  the  hands  of  Englijh  men  before  now,  to  a 
daughter  of  Trance  t  Duke  Reisers  Daughter,  (  Wife  to  that 
good,  though  moil:  unfortunate  King  Henry  the  6. )  was  ufed 
much  better  by  Richard  the  third,  fhe  had  no  fuch  defpights  offe- 
red to  her  perfon,  becaufe  a  woman,  and  though  fhe  brought 
much  forrein  aid  into  the  Kingdome,  yet  was  fhe  not  (as  I  read ) 
ever  accufed  of  Treafon  for  the  fame ;  fhe  was  ra. her  interpre- 
ted to  have  done  thereby,  her  proper  duty  to  her  Husband  :  no 
man  ( I  am  fure  )  can  fay  that  our  P  rot  eft  ant  Religion  allows  of 
this  behaviour ;  or  that  our  holy  Mother  Church,  did  ever  feed 
any  of  her  Children  with  fuch  nourifhmcnt,  as  fhould  caufethem 
to  break  out  into  fuch  exorbitancies;  Her  miik  was  alwaies  feafo- 
ned  with  the  Doctrines  of  Humility,  Reverence5Civility,GentIe- 
nefle,  Affability,  and  gratioufneffe  of  converfation  to  people  of 
all  forts,  even  to  inferiours  and  to  enemies.  Much  more  to  fupe- 
riours  and  to  friends. 

Surely  if  this  our  (once  moil:  generous  and  courteous)  Nation, 
had  not  now  (  in  too  great  a  meafure  )  layed  afide  common  Hu- 
manity, as  well  as  grace  :  were  there  but  this  one  reafon,  which 
I  {hall  name,  it  would  be  abundantly  enough,  to  make  this  Queen 
mofi  dear  and  precious  in  all  our  apprehenfions,  fciU  for  that  fhe 
hath  been,  tarn  yartu  petens,  &  utero  toties  enixa  gravi  pignora 
fact*,  fhe  hath  k>  highly  enriched  this  Kingdome  from  her  fruit- 
ful and  chaft  womb,vvith  fo  many  fweet  and  Royal  pledges  of  fu- 
ture happineffe,as  fewj^neenj  before  her  have  done  ever  the  like. 
But  O  my  dear  Country,  thou  art  fallen,  thou  art  fallen  from 
thine  ancient  glory  ;  for  thou  haft  brought  forth  in  this  thine  un- 
happy Age,  a  generation  of  vipers,  who  have  laboured  to  deftroy 
both  Religion  and  good  manners  in  thee,  and  by  whofe  operation 
Stigii  profundi  clauftra  &  obfeuri fyecus  laxantur,  Hels  own  felf 
is  broak  loofe  into  thee :  The  Lord  in  mercy  yet  once  again 
vouchfafe  a  gracious  look  upon  thee. 

But  (  by  the  way  )  who  can  choofe  but  admire  the  ftrength  of 
malice  ?  becaufe  thefc  men  themfelves  do  hate  the  King,  they 

cannot 
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cannot  abide  that  fo  much  as  his  Queen  fhould  love  him  :  they 
have  robbed  him  of  the  hearts  of  his  People  •  the  Comforts  of  his 
Crown,  and  it  grieves  them  they  cannot  alienate  from  him  the 
Affections  of  his  Wife,  the  comforts  of  his  bofome ;  they  grutch 
him  the  enjoyment  of  her  love  at  a  diftance.  How  have  they 
by  their  fpightfull  promulgation  of  the  34  Paper,  (which  was 
written  twenty  years  before,and  no  whit  concerneth  them  at  all) 
endevoured  to  work  in  her,  an  alienation  from  him  :  and  by  that 
they  fay  upon  Pap.  11.  to  weaken  the  duty  of  his  Son  towards 
him  :  but  praifed  be  the  majefty  of  Heaven  for  it ;  thofe  that  are 
moft  needy  his  own,  cannot  be  loofened  from  him  :  though  of 
all  Princes  he  is  moft  unhappy,  in  too  may  of  his  people,  yet  is  he 
moft  bleft'ed  of  all  men,  in  his  Wife  and  Progeny :  never  had  Huf- 
band  a  more  loving  Spoufe ;  never  had  Parent  more  fweet  condi- 
tioned and  refpeclfull  Children,  then  our  Soveraign  hath  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  *  Duke  of  Torh^  and  as  our  prayers,  fo  our  *  This  wif 
hopes  are>  that  Gods  grace  wil  fo  preferve  and  keep  thofe  other  written  when 
Princes,  whom  the  Rebels  have  got  into  their  bondage,  that  not  ^Djkt  ?^ 
all  the  temptations  they  can  ufe,  (hall  ever  make  them  decline  &&\™oxfaiy 
from  duty.  or  iVppoied  to 

But  further,  (  as  if  there  were  no  caufe  of  fear  at  all  on  her  be  there, 
part )  they  tax  the  Queen  for  being  jealous  of  her  Hu/bands  fafe- 
ty,  if  He  (hould  venture  himfelf  to  go  amongft  them  :  Truly 
confidering  the  fpirit  they  are  of,  if  She  fhould,  in  her  tender- 
neflefear,  they  might  entertain  him,  Thyeftxis  dapibus,  feeing 
they  have  wherewithal!  to  do  it,  I  fhould  not  think  Her  worthy 
to  be  blamed  :  which  thing  how  horrid  and  incredible  fo  ever, 
the  hcar-fay  of,  may  feem  to  people,  before  it  is  done ;  yen 
fhould  the  lame  be  a&ed  by  Order  from  the  Lower  Houfe,  and 
Voted  meet  in  that  manner  to  torment  the  King  :  many  of  the 
Vulgar  are  in  fuch  a  Captivity  of  Judgement  to  them,  that  they 
would  quickly  cry  it  up  for  a  moft  remarkable  and  comely  Ad! 
of  Juftice. 

And  let  Reafon  fpeak  in  the  ,9ueens  cafe  ;  She  hath  h*ad  ample 
experience  of  their  inveterate  malice  againft  her  Husband  ;  full 
Teftimonies  of  their  bloudy  difpofitions,  both  againft  him,  and 
her  felf:  befides  her  own  Father  was  Murdered  byanAflafii- 
nate  of  theirs,  who  hold  the  Principle  of  King- killing,  asthefe 
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men  do :  May  not  fhe  therfore  being  a  tender  Lidy,  and  ful  of  af- 
fections be  excufed  by  all  men,  if  fhe  fears  the  like  may  befall  her 
Husband  ?  and  for  prevention  thereof,  defireth  he  fhould  have  a 
*  It  was  Cnc-^e»^ment  ^or  ^S  Guard,  (which  themfelves  onely  interpret 
rally  believed  fhould  be,  a  la  mode  de  France.  Yea,  *  and  why  may  he  not  have 
when  this  was  a  Regiment  of  Scots,  for  his  Guard  a  la  mode  France  t  (the  Scots 
inferred  that  are  his  Country-men  )  to  defend  him  from  them  and  their  Affaf- 
the  Kings  tm-  finates  who  have  Authorized  this  Pamphlet  againft  him,  for  the 

fhn°  the  Scots        \     c     c  -  a 

with  his  Perfon  ends  aforefaid. 

could  not  poflibly  but  make  them  afhamed  to  prove  unfairhful,  but  their  late  Act  hath  given 
all  men  to  underftand,  that  though  fuijs  (  for  the  love  of  mone/ )  ma/  keep  touch  with  the 
Pharifees;  yet  he  is  no  fit  or  fafe  mauj  to  be  of  the  Guard  unto  his  Mafter. 

But  to  conclude  this  particular ;  let  thefe  virulent  men  fpeak 
their  p'eafure  againft  the  Queen  :  I  hope  (by  this  time)  the  world 
hath  furficient  knowledge  of  them  to  her  Honour ;  fhe  being  the 
object  of  their  Hate,  cannot  but  be  a  Map  of  goodn  efle. 

"  And  moft  Noble  Queen,  ( if  one  of  the  meaneft,  and  mod 
r<  obfcure  of  your  Ma  jetties  fubjeds,  may  pr.fume  to  fpeak  to  fo 

*  great  a  PrincdTe  )  let  me  afliire  your  Highneife  -  however  thefe 
K  Englifh  fatal'mes  have  cenfured  your  virtues,  and  abufed  you 
<c  for  them  :  yet  there  be  many  thoufands  of  true  Proteftant  Eng- 
"  lifh  hearts,  who  (according  as  our  Religion  tracheth)  have  you 
"  in  the  moft  high  efteem  of  all  earthly  women.,  for  your  tender 
<c  Care,  and  conftant  faftneffe  to  our  SoT'eraig:?,  in  thcie  times  of 

*  trouble  5  your  zealous  endevours  to  aflift  him,  hath  fo  increafed 
££  the  flame  of  our  Loyal  affections  towards  you,  that  we  i  re  con- 
"  fident  the  whole  floud  of  waters  which  the  many-headed  dragon 
"  throws  out  ofhu  month,  ftnl  never  be  able  to  extinguish  it  in  us : 
£<  Yea,  and  by  the  ttrength  of  that  grace,  which  our  holy  Religion 
"  hath  wrought  in  us,  we  ftial  never  ceafe  night  and  day,  to  make 
"  you  the  fpecial  UtjfcA  of  our  prayers,  until  we  fee  you  reftored 
"  with  honour  to  your  Throne  amongft  us ;  or  hear  that  you  are 
<£  advanced  with  glory  to  your  feat  in  Heaven :  And  let  your  ex- 
u  cellent  goodncife  (I  befeech  you)  pardon  your  Vaflal  this  sreac 
"boldneffc. 
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Of  the  Kings  fault  in  loving  his Wife  :  The  manifefl  and 
malicious  falfif cations  and  perverfions  of  divers  of  the 
Kings  exprefions  to  his  Queen  noted. 

THus  have  I  examined  the  Queens  faults  ;  and  (notwithstan- 
ding the  ponderous  aggravations,  which  thefe  enemies  of 
Honour  and  virtuous  Ladies,  do  fet  them  forth  withall )  have 
found  them  light  and  eafie:I  come  now  to  fee  what  they  fay  fur- 
ther againft  the  King,  whom  they  do  accufe  in  the  firft  place,  for 
loving  his  Wife  again;  as  wel  (it  fhould  feem)  as  flfie  loves  him.  It 
is  manifeft  that  (  notwithstanding  their  late  extraordinary  great 
fuccefle)  thefe  mens  hearts  are  not  yet  freed  from  jea/oufics  and 
fears  :  they  are  fufpicious  (til  of  Confpiracies ;  yea,  that  the  King 
and  Queen  have  entred  into  a  Covenant  to  love  each  other,  for 
to  fpight  them,  in  giving  them  a  good  Example  in  cafes  of  like 
Nature. 

They  tel  US,  that  He  communicates  his  thoughts  and  affairs  unto 
Her,  and  though  She  be  the  weaker  fex,  yet  he  makes  her  privy 
to  his  fee  rets,  and  takes  advife  and  counfel  from  her ;  yea,  and 
more  then  this  they  fay,  He  fr of effes  to  prefer  Her  health  before 
His  worldly  affairs,  for  which  they  bid  us  fee  Paper  14.  which  we 
have  done,  and  the  world  fhall  hear  what  we  have  there  feen, 
That  Letter  was  written  by  his  Majefty  to  the  Queen,  Janua- 
ry 8.  1645.  immediately  after  his  taking  of  Leicefler,  wherein  he 
hath  only  (to  this  purpofe)  thefe  words, 

1'  Muft  telthee^  that  'tis  thy  Letter  by  Fitz  Williams  a[- 
furtng  me  of  thy  perfect  recovery,  with  thy  wonted  kind- 
neffe,  which  makes  me  capable  of  taking  contentment  in 
thefe  good  fuccejfts  :  for  as  divers  men^  propoje  fever al re- 
compenfes  for  themfelves  %  for  their  pains  and  hazard  in 
this  Rebellion  :  So  thy  company  is  the  only  reward  I  expetl 
ana  wfrfor. 
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Thefe  two  laft  lines  were  fcraped  by  Miles  Corbet  the  Exami- 
ner, for  the  Printer  to  put  into  a  different  Character,  that  the 
Reader  might  the  better  obferve,  the  Kings  fault  in  them:  But 
fearing  the  dulnefle  of  mens  Capacities,  (  if  let  alone  to  them- 
felves)  thefe  quick- fcented  Note-mongers  have  put  too  their 
helping  hand,  and  Collected  from  them,  that  the  King  profejfes 
to  prefer  the  Queens  Health,  before  the  Exigence,  and  importance 
of  his  own  publicly  Affaires  •  and  they  hope  that  people  will  from 
hence  believe,  that  he  prefers  his  private  Affections  to  his  Wife, 
before  the  care  of  the  whole  Common-wealth  ;  and  therefore 
will  judge  it  very  fit,  that  he  be  not  onely  put  by  his  Office,  (for 
that  he  is  already  by  his  new  Matters  at  Weflminfter  )  but  alfo 
kept  out  for  ever,  and  never  trufted  more,  with  any  Affaires  of 
importancy. 

And  further  they  accufe  him,  for  avowing  Conflancy  to  hi*  Wile, 
and  (  as  they  expreffe  it )  to  Her  grounds  and  documents  :  which 
they  would  have  the  Reader  apprehend  to  be,  to  whatfoever 
the  Queen  had  already,  or  hereafter  fhould  propound  unto  him, 
concerning  Religion,  and  the  Government  of  the  Common- 
wealth :  to  which  purpofe  alfo,  they  fay  ;  that  Hts  Counfels  are 
wholly  managed  by  the  Queen,  though  She  be  of  the  weaker  Sex,born 
an  Alien  9  bred  up  in  a  contrary  Religion  ;  yet  nothing,  great  or  fmall 
(  fay  they  )  is  tranfatled  without  her  privity  and  (fonfent*  And  for 
this  they  quote  Paper  3S.  by  all  which  it  is  apparent,  they  would 
have  it  believed,  that  as  divers  mens  wives,  (  being  of  Maiterly 
difpofitions )  do  take  upon  them,  to  command  their  Hujbands, 
fo  the  Queen  doth  take  it  upon  her,  to* rule  the  King,  and  all  his 
Affaires :  and  as  many  men  have  fubmitted  themfelves  to  their 
Wives  yoake,  fo  hath  the  Kingyeilded  up  himfelf  to  his  Queens 
direction  :  and  therefore  they  hope  that  people  have  wit  enough, 
to  conclude  from  hence  ;  that  it  is  not  fit  the  Government  of  this 
Church  and  Kingdom,fhould  remain  in  fuch  hands  as  heretofore ; 
but  rather  in  the  hands  of  his  Great  and  Wife  Counfel,  who  are 
men,  all  of  this  Nation,  and  bred  up  in  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
and  fo  fitter  in  all  refpeds,  then  the  Queen  is.  Who  is  one  of  the 
weaker  fexy  born  an  Alien,  and  bred  up  in  a  contrary  Religion, 

This  mifchievous  fuggeftion,  (if  fwallowed  for  a  truth)  may 
be  of  dangerous  confequent :  and  therefore  I  hold  it  neceflary,to 
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fhewthe  falfity  of  ir,  which  I  fh.ill  plainly  do,  both  from  thefe 
letters  which  thefc  Calumniators  have  publifhed  for  their  own 
pernicious  purpofe,  and  alfo  from  their  own  very  words  and 
eonfeffions  in  another  place  of  thefe  their  Annotations. 

i .  The  £)uee>i  is  far  from  that  difpofition,to  take  upon  Her  to 
rule  Her  Husband,  wholly,  and  in  all  things,  (  as  they  would  have 
it  beleeved.)for  the  direct  Contrary  is  molt  apparent  in  Paper  29. 
where  She  fubmits  Her  felf,  wholly  to  His  direction,  and  defires 
Him  to  fend  Her  His  commands,  concerning  a  particular  bufinefs, 
that  She  was  requefted  to  write  about,  affirming  that  She  neither 
would,  nor  durlt,  do  any  thing  in  it  without  His  direction  :  Her 
words  arc  thefe. 

/  thought  it  to  be  a  matter  offo  great  ingagement^  that 
I  dare  not  do  it,  wthout  your  Commnad ;  therefore  if  it 
fleafe  you,  that  I  fhould  do  fo^  fend  me  what  you  would 
have  me  write,  that  I  may  not  doe  more  then  what  yen 
appoint. 

Had  She  been  of  fuch  an  imperious  fpirit,  towards  Her  Huf- 
band,  as  thefe  Her  back-friends  report  Her,  and  would  have  Hec 
fuppofed,  furely.  She  had  never  writ,  fo  like  an  obedient  Wife  for 
His  Commands,  and  particular  directions :  Thus  the  Queen  is 
cleared. 

Secondly,  Neither  is  the  K'wg^  (  as  they  fuggeft  )  of  fo  fub- 
je&ive  a  Nature,  as  to  fubmit  His  affaires  wholly  toHis^V^i 
guidance,  (were  She,  as  She  is  not,  ambitious  of  the  fame)  He 
is  more  a  man,  then  to  forget  himfelf  to  be  an  Husband  ;  if  the 
34.  Taper  be  obferved,  it  will  be  clearly  Evident,  that  the  King 
was  never  fo  weakly  uxorious,  no  not  the  firCt  year  of  His  marri- 
age,(when  in  moft  men  affection  prevaileth  over  judgement) as  to 
lole  any  whit  of  His  Husbandly  Authority  in  matters  of  Hou£ 
hold  Government,  He  would  not  confent  to  any  thing,  (though 
of  private  concernment )  which  was  either  unfit  for  Her  as  a 
Wife  to  undertake,  or  for  himfelf,  as  an  Husband  to  permit :  and 
is  there  any  liklyhood,  He  Hiould  novv  have  fubmitted  all  His 
publick  Affaires,  and  Kingly  Councells,  wholly  to  Her  manage- 
meet,  and  difpofall  ?  no  man  of  wifdome  or  reafon  can  beleeve 
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If  that  which  is  intimated  in  the  faid  Letter  concerning  the 
Queens  difpofition,  when  She  was  young,  and  yet  unacquainted 
with  Her  Husbands  ioftruftions,  be  compared  with  Her  prefenc 
dependance  upon  his  Commands  (  already  proved )  and  that 
abundant  readinefl'e  now  in  Her,  to  do  Him  fervice,  (which  thefe 
men  fo  tax  and  blame  Her  for :)  there  will  appeare  to  every  Eye, 
not  onely  the  Kings  Pious  difcretion,  and  the  Queens  Godly  obedi- 
ence>  but  alfo  Gods  gratious  bleffing,  of  his  endeavours  upon  Her 
fpirit:  and  doubtlefle  this  inward  Denefit  received  from  him,  is  a 
ground  of  Her  more  ftrong,  and  fervent  affeclion  towards  him  : 
and  makes  Her  refolve,  rather  to  negletl  her  own  health,  yea  to  die 
by  Famine,  then  to  be  failing  in  Her  Negotiations  for  Him. 

A  full  compliance  in  ail  things,  but  rarely  found,  between 
man  and  wife  at  their  firft  meeting  ;  nor  is  the  fame  fo  perfectly 
effecled  afterward,  in  many  perfons,  as  is  evident  to  be  in  this 
Royal!  paire  ;  for  either  the  Husband  wants  that  Wtfdome  and 
care  to  work  it, which  the  King  had;  or  the  Wife  that  goo  dnejfe  of 
difpofition  .to  be  wrought  upon,  as  was  in  the  Queen  :  I  could 
name  fome  Lords  and  Gentlemen  too,  amongft  c^e  Kings  ene- 
mies ,  who  were "  never  fo  notable  for  wit  or  honefly,  as  to  feek 
their  Wives  Conformity  in  this  Chriftian  way,  as  their  Prince 
hath  done :  But  I  fpare  them  now,  and  return  to  the  thing  in 
hand. 

It  is  probable  ( at  leaft )  by  this  time,  that  the  Kings  Councels, 
rule  the  Queen,and  not  the  Queens  Him:  (as  thefe  flanderers  fay) 
but  to  put  the  matter  quite  out  of  doubt;  let  us  liften  to  what 
thefe  very  men  fay  themfelves,  to  this  pujpofe,  in  the  next  Page, 
where  among  other  railing  expreflions  againft  the  King,  (forget- 
ting what  the y  had  faid  b.fore)  they  affirm,  that  as  Hefurpajfeth 
the  Gluten  in  *ABs  of  Hoflikty,  fo  in  the  way  of  managing  the  famey 
fcil.  with  more  chre  anddeep  fecrefie  :  and  a  little  after  tl.ey  tell  us, 
that  He  urgeth  the  £ueen  to  mahKe  perfonall  friendtiip,  with  the 
^utentf France,  (they  do  not  like  the  word  friendship)  and 
(  Uy  th.y  )  He  doihfurmfi  the  f$ufev>  with  dexterous  foUkie^  and 
Arguments  to  worh^upon  the  Minifiers  o>:  State  m  France :  All 
which,  (as  I  apprehend)  puts  the  plain  lie,  upon  that  their  for- 
mer Charge,  v\hich  they  had  took  fuchpaines  about  to  col- 
left  from  the  fifth  and  38.  Papers,  which  now  alfo,  wee 
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will  looke  into ,  for  the  further  manifeftation  of  their  Ho- 
neftie. 

The  fifth  Paper,  (from  whence  they  collect,  that  the  King  vows 
Conflancy  to  the  Queens  grounds  and  documents  )  was  written 
Jan.  1645.  when  there  was  away  making  for  the  Treaty  at 
Vxbridge;  And  a  Rumor  of  fomewhat  the  King  would  do,  had 
becd  prefented  to  the  Queen  fas  appears  by  the  Letter)  in  the 
uglieft  form,  which  a!fo  Her  love  to  Her  Husband  might  make 
more  aftrightfull,(  perhaps  it  was  that,  He  would  truft  his  perfon 
among  them.)  But  what  ever  it  was,  it  feemes  the  Queen  had 
writ  thereof  unto  the  King,in  Her  former  Letter,  and  receives  his 
Anfwer  in  thefe  words. 

IF  thou  baft  not  Patience  to  forbeare  judging  barfl)ly 
of  my  'tt 'ions  '  before  thou  hear  eft  the  reafom  of 
them^fromme^  thou  may  eft  be  often  fubject  to  be  doubly 
vexed,  frfl  with  (landers ,  then  with  having  given  too 
much  eare  unto  them:  To  conclude,  efleeme  CMe  tsthou 
fndefi  CMe,  conflant  to  thofe  grounds,  thou  leftefl 
withall. 

Now  from  hence  they  gather,  that  The  King  vowes  Conftancy 
to  the  Queens  grounds  and  documents  :  as  if  at  Her  going  away, 
She  had  left  certain  Grounds  and  Documents,  as  rules  of  dire- 
ction, for  the  King  to  go  by  :  whereas  the  words  are  not,  to  the 
Grounds  Thou  leftfl  With  CMe,  (  as  then  they  ought  to  have 
been  ;)  but  to  thofe  Thou  leftfl  Me  withall,  that  is,  which  I  had  for- 
merly refblvcd  upon,  thou  (halt  finde  me  conftant  in  my  ways 
and  purpofes :  I  am  ftill  the  fame  I  was,  when  thou  leftft  Mee, 
and  thou  (halt  never  find  Me  fwarving  from  the  Grounds  of 
Confcience,  Juftice,  and  Honour,  which  Thou  knoweft  Me  to  be 
balanced  withall.  Let  the  world  now  judge  of  the  Honefty 
and  truth  of  thefe  obfervatours,  by  this  their  manifeft  forge- 
ry ;  and  of  the  Honour  which  the  Parliament  have  purcha- 
fcd  to  themfelves ,  in  publishing  this  Obfervation  by  Special! 
Order. 

The  38.  <Papery  (from  whence  they  conclude,  that  the  Kings 
Councels  are  Wholly  managed  by  the  J^ueen,  aud  nothing  fmall  or 
great  h  tranfaft  without  her  privity  andconfent)  begins  thus. 

Gg2  Deare 
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Deare  Heart, 

I Never  till  now  knew  the  good  of  Ignorance ,  for  1  did 
not  know,  the  danger  thou  wert  in  by  the  Storme,  before 
I  had  an  affurance  of  Thy  happy  efcape.  /  think 

it  not  the  leajl  of  my  misfortunes,  that  for  my  fake  Thou 
haft  run  fo  much  Hazard,  in  which  thou  haft  expreffedfo 
much  Love  toCMe,  that  I  confeffe  it  is  impofible  to  repay 
by  any  thing,  lean  doe,  much  leffe  by  words,  but  my  Heart 
being  full  of  Affections  to  Thee,  admiration  of  Thee,  and 
impatient  pafiion  of  Gratitude  to  Thee,  I  could  not  but 
fay  fomethmg,  leaving  the  reft  to  be  read  by  Thee  out  of 
thine  owne  Noble  Heart. 

By  which  words  (  we  fee)  that  the  Letter  was  writ  to  the 
Queen,  after  She  had  lately  been  in  a  great  danger  by  Sea,  even 
to  the  hazard  of  Her  life,  for  the  Kings  fake  -  and  had  thereby, 
as  alfo  by  Her  difcreet  and  faithfull  management  of  affaires  for 
Him  beyond  the  Seas,  given  the  largeft  teftimonies  of  Her  true 
Affection,  as  in  his  judgement  could  pofllbly  be  given.  Now 
(therefore  )  if  in  his  IPaJfion  of 'Gratitude ,  (to  ufe  his  own 
phrafe )  he  had  profefled  to  make  Her  cf  His  Councell  in  all  His 
Affaires  ;  yea  and  that  He  would  thenceforth,  think  it  a  wrong  to 
Her,  to  do  any  thing  without  Her ;  I  beleeve  it  would  have  been, 
(  ivith  men  not  difpofed  to  quarrell)  a  very  excufkble  errour. 
Some  more  exprefiions  then  ordinary,  or  Con;ugall  indulgence 
are  allowable  to  any  wife,  after  fo  great  an  affright,  and  danger, 
(  as  muft  needs  <be  fuppofed  the  Queen  was  in  )  to  revive  and 
lighten  Her  Spirit  again  :  But  to  a  Queen,  to  a  Kings  daughter, 
to  a  Lady  of  fuch  fplendour  and  parts ;  that  had  run  (o  great  an 
Hazard,  as  a  greater  could  not  be  imagined,  for  the  love  of  Her 
Husband:  what  wel-bred  Gentleman  under  the  Sun0but  will  blufli 
to  fay,  that  any  expreffion  of  efteem,  can  be  too  Honourable,  or 
too  High  to  be  ufed  unto  Her  ? 

But  if  we  look  further  yet  into  the  Paper,  unto  the  words 
which  they  ground  their  obfervation  upon ;  we  fliall  find  them 
uttered  upon  another  particular  6ceafion :  for  when  His  Majeftie 
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had  teftificd  his  joy,  in  gratulating  His  Queens  deliverance,  He 
difcourfeth  to  Her  of  another  matter,  fcil.  of His  being  perfecuted 
(  it  is  his  own  word )  for  places  with  importunity  offfiitors,  where- 
by He  was  put  to  a  kind  of  diftrefle,  for  an  evafion,  that  he[might 
not  ( if  pofllble  )  offend  any,  by  granting  to  fome,  what  others 
alfo gaped  after :  (for,  alas,  fuch  hath  been  the  Condition  of 
our  good  King,  that  He  hath  been  forced  to  feare  to  offend  :  and 
fuch  hath  been  his  infelicity,  that  too  many  of  thofe  that  ferved 
him,  did  more  feek  themfelves  then  him,  propofng,  (  ashimfelf 
faies  in  another  place  )  fever  all  recompences  to  themfelves,  for  their 
paines  and  Hazard  in  this  Rebellion,  and  if  to  one  was  granted, 
what  others  expected,  and  fued  for,  thefe  being  fruftrate  of  their 
expectations,  conceiving  themfelves  flighted,  have  grown  fulJen 
upon  it,  and  no  more  fervice  would  they  do  ;  Nay  peradventurc 
dif-fervice  rather,  to  revenge  themfelves  upon  him  :  and  happy 
had  it  been  if  all  Suitors  for  places,  had  been  difcarded,  at  their 
firft  appearance  :  For  doubtlene  thofe  of  bed:  defcrt,  and  mod 
faithfulnefle,  have  had  more  modefty  and  wifdome*  then  to  per- 
fecute  and  torment  the  King  with  any  fuch  felvifh  motions,  in 
thefe  times  of  diftra&ion,  as  might  any  way  tend  to  his  difad- 
vantage:  But  the  King  tells  the  Queen  in  that  his  Letter  of 
tUofe  his  ftraits,  and  how  he  delivered  himfelfe  :  /  anfixereJ, 
(faies  he)  that  having  prof effed  to  have  thy  advife,  it  were  a  Wrong 
to  thee,  to  do  any  thing  before  I  had  it.  This  is  all  ;  yet  from  hence 
thefe  nimble-witted,  fpacious  conceited  fellows,  make  fhifc  to 
collecl:  all  this  long  matter,  and  that  plainly  too,  (as  tbey  think:) 
Tt  is  plain  (  fay  they  )  here,  that  the  Kings  Come  els,  are  wholly  (or 
altogether  )  managed  by  the  Queen,  though  She  be  of  the  weaker 
Sex,  born  an  <*yilien,  bred  up  in  a  contrary  Religion,  yet  nothing 
great  or  fmall  is  tr  an  fabled  without  Her  privity,  and  confent,  and 
for  this  fee  Taper  38.  Truly  (I  hope)  all  the  world  fees,  that 
this  adds  but  little  more  to  the  credit  of  the  Authorizers  of  this 
Pamphlet,  then  the  former  obfervation  did.  And  thus  have  I  al- 
fo difcovered  the  vanity  of  their  exceptions  againft  the  King,  for 
his  loving  the  Queen, 
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Sect.  XXIL 

Of  the  Kings  fault  in  labouring  to  uphold  Monarchy. 
His  foliating  the  King  of  'Denmark  rothispurpofe7  no 
rvhitContradiffive,  to  his  former  refolutions  of  not  cal- 
ling in  forrein  aid. 

ANother  Grand  particular  (befide  this)  they  haveagainft 
Him,  and  that  is,  His  implying  fillonetl  Cockram,  to 
foliate  the  King  of  Benmarkes  affiftance  ;  Whence  they 
Conclude  thus,,  He  makes  not  onetj  Papifis  our  Enemies  for 
Religion  fake ,  but  all  ^Princes  ( though  Proteftants)  for  <JMo~ 
narchy  fake.  From  whence  all  people  muft  learne  and  beleeve 
three  things. 

1.  That  'tis  onelj  Religion,  and  nothing  but  their  Religion, 
which  the  King  doth  oppofe  thefe  men  for;  yea,  and  for 
their  pure  Religion  it  is ,  that  he  makes  Papifts  their  Ene- 
mies. 

2.  That  'tis  an  heinous  crime,and  fin  in  the  King,  to  endeavour 
to  maintain  Monarchy  •  or  to  folicite  any  Princes,  though  Prote- 
ftants,  and  of  his  owne  neareft  bloud  and  Alliance  befide  to  aide 
him  therein. 

3.  That  all  Princes  are  contained,  and  included  in  the  King  of 
Denmark?,  for  in  the  Kings  foliciting  hirr^  hefolicites  all  them  : 
Whence  by  the  way,  we  may  alfo  obferve ;  how  provident  thefe 
times  are,  in  providing  for  the  credit  of  their  future  Clergy- 
for 'tis  (dQubtlefTe)  for  their  fakes,  that  an  Argument  aL- 
gularibm  ad  uaiverfalia,  is  here  (  amongft  other  like  llurTe  ) 
made  palTable  and  good,  by  Authority  and  fbectall  Order  of 
Parliament*  J 

Concerning  the  Religion  of  thefe  men  ,  it  hath  been  made 
apparent  already,  that  the  fruits  and  effects  of  it.  fpeake  it  to  be 
fuchaone,  as  deferves  the  hatred  of  all  men,  though  it  cannot 
under  any  proper  name  be  the  objeft  of  the  Kings  oppottion  •  for 
no  man  can  diredly  fay  what  it  isjthemielves  are  not  jet  refolved 
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upon  it,  nor  what  to  call  it ;  But  whatever  is  the  ground  of  the 
Kings  oppofing  them,  'tis  evident  that  the  Caufe  of  their  refiftini 
him,  (  which  I  hope  all  Chriftian  Princes  will  take  fpeciall  notice 
of )  is  for  Monarchy  fake,  he  would  maintaine  Monarchy  ;  He 
will  not  tamely  admit  the  downfall  of  Monarchy,  in  this  noble 
Kingdome ;  which  thefe-men  ( as  appears  by  their  owne  words ; 
would  faine  effect,  and  therefore  they  thus  perfecutc  him,  and  ex- 
claim upon  him:  nor  are  they  either  afhamed  or  affraid  to  inti- 
mate the  fame  to  the  whole  world  ;  let  all  the  Monarchs  of  the 
Earth,  take  it  as  an  open  defyance  if  they  pleafe,  they  thinkc 
themfelves  able  to  grapple  with  them  all,  yea,  they  and  their 
faction,  (  where  ere  they  prevaile  )  are  refolved  not  to  leave  a 
Monarch  Handing. 

I  defire  of  ail  you,  His  Majefties  Subjects  of  Great  Bnttain  and 
Ireland^  who  have  unfortunately  been  {educed  by  this  faction, 
but  to  obfervewell  this  difcovery  which  themfelves  have  made 
(  by  this  pailagej  of  their  own  intentions  :  they  have  told  you 
oft,  and  perhaps  may  tell  you  againe,  by  fome  impudent  fpeech 
or  declaration,  that  they  intend  ft  ill  to  maintaine  true  Religion,  and 
Monarchy  in  this  Kingdom e,  to  have  a  King  over  them,  and  that 
they  be  only  til  tongues  &  Enemies  to  Parliaments, that  fay  othenvift9 
&c.  But  I  befeech  you,  beleeve  not  a  word  they  fay  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  for  God  hath  here  made  their  owne  tongues  and  pens  to 
betray  their  Hearts  for  your  fakes,  that  you  might  fpeedily  with- 
draw your  fclves,  from  their  feduction  ;  and  not  be  their  Inftru- 
ments  to  embrew  your  hands  in  the  bloud  of  your  Soveraipne ; 
and  to  take  from  him,  his  Inheritance,  who  hath  alway  defended 
you  in  yours,  with  peace  and-  plenty ;  till  by  their  fraud  and 
violence,  he  was  difabled,  and  how  have  you  enjoyed  your 
fclves,  and  comforts  fince,  let  your  experience  fpeak  it  to  your 
owne  Hearts.  Be  you  allured  ( from  what  you  have  felt )  that 
Monarchy  is  the  Pi  otection  of  this  Nation,  and  of  you  the  good 
people  in  it:  call  but  to  minde  the  daies  paft,  \yhcn  a  M*n#rch 
only  had  the  Militia  in  his  difpofing,  cjuamplacide  pttns  dotni- 
mfqueviu,  how  pleafingly  powerfull  was  he  in  theufeofit? 
with  what  innocent  hands  did  he  fway  the  Scepter  ?  How  un- 
bloudy  was  his  whole  raigne  ?  How  tender  and  fparing  of  the 
lives  of  his  Subjects  ?  Populiu  ifte  xon  betia  rtortit,  mntub^fermitm 
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truces,  mn  or  ma  gent  es  cingeres  affuerant  fuas  maris  nec  urbes,  we 
knew  not  what'Warres  or  Alarums  meant,  nor  did  we  need 
weapons  to  protect  our  felves,  nor  Walls  to  defend  our  Cities, 
fervium  cuntlts  iter,  every  man  might  travaile  fafely,  &  commu- 
nis ufus  omnium  remmfuit,  there  was  a  common  ufe  of  all  Com- 
mon bleflings,  yea,  and  every  man  bcfide  without  difturbance, 
enjoyed  the  comfort  of  his  own  Labours. 

But  fince  Monarchiall  Government  hath  been  obfeured  by  thefe 
mens  introduction  of  themfelves^upon  the  Stage  of  Action,  what 
hath  been  in  practife  amongft  us,  but  all  kind  of  Oppreflion, 
Tyranny,  Injultice  and  Villany  ?  whereof  I  heartily  wifh  that 
your  Experience  did  need  my  further  information ;  wherefore  I 
pray  takefpeciall  notice  of  this  pafl'ige,  'tis  published  you  fee,  to 
the  world  by  ^Authority  of  Parliament,  yea,  by  their  Jpeciall  Order, 
and  therefore  you  have  reafon  to  beleeve  it,  to  be  the  true  intent 
of  their  Hearts :  and  the  rather,  becaufe  'tis  fo  agreeable  to  all 
their  Actions ;  (yea,though  the  contrary  fhould  be  told  you  here- 
after by  the  fame  Authority.) 

Be  it  known  (I  fay)  unto  you  all,  and  remember  it  well,  the 
end  of  all  thefe  warres  and  fightings  againtt  the  King,  is  to  deftroy 
Monarchy  in  this  Kingdome ,  and  to  Keepe  you  the  free-borne 
Subjects  of  it,  in  this  turbulent,  flavith,  and  underly  con- 
dition whereunto  a  few  of  your  Tyrannicall  fellow-Sub- 
jects  have  already  brought  you  :  they  tell  you  fometimes, 
that  'tis  the  Aiditia  of  the  Kingdome  onely,  which  they 
would  have  fettled  in  good  hands,  and  the  King  {hall  be  King 
{till;  but  your  experience  have  taught  you,  that  no  hands  are  fo 
good  as  his ;  neither  can  the  Kings  bare  Title  be  able  to  defend 
you  in  your  pofleflion.  They  tell  you  that  they  will  defend  you ; 
but  you  have  payed  for  fo  much  wit,  as  to  judge  of  what  you 
/W/have,  by  what  you  have  had  already  from  them  :  therefore 
as  no  man  having  tafted  old  wine,  firaightwaj  dejireth  new,  (viz.  if 
he  be  alfo  acquainted  with  the  relifh  of  the  new)  for  he  faies  the 
Old  is  better ;  fo  you  having  had  a  furficient  nft  of  both  Govern- 
ments,the  Monarchicall^nA  the  other  new  one  (which  we  cannot 
yet  tell  by  what  name  to  call )  have  no  reafon  by  any  meanes,  to 
allow  of  this,  fince  you  are  fo  fure  that  the  old  is  better.  In  a  word, 
Jet  this  Conclusion  be  rooted  in  your  Hearts,  which  experience 
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hath  in  part  confirmed  unto  your  fenfes,  that  as  the  c%>^  and 
Starves  would  fall  infinitly  fhort  of  chat  bright  Luftrc,which  now 
they  have,  if  the  Sunne  were  (tripped  of  his  abundant  fhining; 
fo  take  from  the  King,  his  Royall  Prerogative,  let  him  be 
as  ^  King  and  no  King,  and  all  the  people  great  and  fmall  will 
quickly  feel,  that  from  his  flourifhing  Condition  proceeded  ail 
their  ha ppineffe, 

I  rtnll  not  here  need  to  fpend  time  in  (hewing  the  Excellency 
of  Monarchy  above  all  other  Governments,  and  the  fitneffe  of  it 
for  this  Nation  j  abler  Pens  have  done  that  abundantly,  fince  the* 
beginning  of  this  unreafonable  Rebellion ;  only  this  I  fay,  to  in- 
troduce any  other  forme  into  this  Kingdome,  is  a  new  thing  ne- 
ver yet  in  being  here,"  and  therefore  I  apprehend  fuch  an  Acl:  to 
be  a  perfect  oppojition  unto  Gods  revealed  will,  whofoever  be  the 
Agents  in  it ;  for  as  the  faying  is,  Qui  mala  introducit,  volnntatem 
Dei  oppugn at  r  eve  latum  in  verbo,  qui  nova  introdwit  voluntatem 
Dei  oppugnat  revelatum  in  rebus,  and  therefore  I  adWfe  all  States- 
men conjulere  providentiam  Deicumverbo  Dei,  to  take  Councell 
of  Gods  Providence,  as  well  as  of  his  Word,  in  cafes  of  this  Na- 
ture. But  I  returne  again  to  thefe  men. 

Who  would  have  us,  by  thefe  their  words,(of  His  Maj.  folicking 
the  King  of  Denmark^  and  in  him  all  other  Princes)  to  take  notice 
that  he  calls  in  forraign  Aide :  which  fault  they  amplifie  over  and 
over  in  other  places,  for  though  themfelves  may,  without  offence 
or  finne,  call  in  another  Nation,  and  hire  them  (  with  I  know 
not  how  many  iooo.  Pounds  amonethj  to  help  them  cut  the 
throats  of  their  Country-men  ;  yea,  and  may  make  ufe  of  any 
forreiners  in  the  world,of  what  Nation, Religion,  or  Spirit  foever 
they  be  to  help  them  to  deftroy  and  pull  down  Monarchy;  yet  the 
King  may  not  without  exclamation,  defire  the  aide  of  a  Trote- 
flant  Prince,  no  not  of  his  neereft  Kinfman,  the  King  of  Denmark^ 
to  uphold  the  fame.  But  what  is  the  reafon  that  the  King  mull:  be 
confined  to  this  reftraint,  &  themfelves  walk  fo  much  at  Liberty  ? 

Why  they  tell  ns,  at  the  end  of  their  notes,  that  theKhghad 
made  refolutions  and  promifes,  that  he  woulJ  nei'er  bring  inforreine 
forces.  Which  themfelnes  indeed  never  did,  nor  ever  intended, 
for  doubtleffe  they  refolved  at  firft,  to  bring  their  delignes  to 
pafl'e  by  any  meanes,  and  rather  then  faile,  to  get  afliLhiice 
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F  letter  e  fifuferosnequeunt  Acheronta  movere,^nd  therefore  them- 
felves  are  free,  and  do  as  they  pleafe,  whereas  the  King  is  entan- 
gled in  his  own  promifes. 

They  fay  Pag.  58.  ssfs  to  the  bringing  in  efforrain  forces,  The 
KingJbA&r.p.  I 641.  in  his  Declaration  from  Newmarket  faith, 

Whatfoeveryou  are  advertifedfrom  Rome,  Venice,  Pa- 
ris, of  the  Popes  Nuncios  foliciting,  Spain,  and  France, 
for  for  rain  aydes^  We  are  confident  no  foher  honejl  man, 
fan  beleeve  Us  fo  defterate  orjenfelejfe,  to  entertain  fuch 
defignes^  as  would  not  onely  bury  this  Our  Kingdome  in  fod- 
dam  deftruffion  and  ruine,  hut  Qm  Name  and  Pojlerity  in 
perpetuall  fcom  and  infamy. 

Alfo  they  tell  us  of  other  words ,  which  the  King  fpoke  fome 
three  weeks  after,  to  the  fame  purpofe,  which  indeed  (  as  I  take 
it)  do  expreffethe  inward  ground  and  Motive,  that  caufed  him 
to  fpeak  the  former,  viz. 

We  have  neither  fo  ill  an  opinion  of  Our  own  CMerhs^ 
or  the  Affections  of  Our  Subjeffs,  as  to  think  Our  felf  m 
need  of forraigne  force. 

Alfo  nAuguft  the  4.  in  his  fpeech  to  the  Gentry  of  Yorkshire 
the  King  acknowledged!  (fay  they)  that 

He  is  wholly  caft  upon  the  Affections  of  his  people  ^  ha- 
ving no  hope  but  in  God,  Hisjujl  caufey  and  the  love  of  his 
Subjects. 

Now  thefe  obfervators  having  quoted  thefe  three  expreffions 
of  the  King,,  do  conclude,  faying,  What  diftinllion  can  now  fatisfie 
that  neither  Irijhy  French,  Lorrainers,  Butch,  Danes,  arefor- 
reiners  ?  To  which  I  anfwer ; 

Firft  for  the  Irifb,  they  are  no  more  forrciners  then  the  Scott 
are,  nor  in  fome  refpeft  fo  much  3  for  Irelandhath  been  a  depen- 
dant unto  the  Crown  of  England,  many  hundred  yeers  before 
Scotlandwzs  :  and  then  for  French,  Lorraincrs,  Dutch,  and  Danes, 
I  {hall  anfwer  concerning  them,  when  they  arc  landed,  for  the 
Kings  afiiltance  :  and  in  the  meane  time  it  would  be  but  juft,  that 
they  fhculd  fatisfie  us,  that  neither  the  Irijh,  Scots,  French,  Bur* 
imdtans,  Dtttch,  WaMons,  Italians  that  are  already  in  their  Ar- 
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mies  are  neither  PapifiTnor  Forreiners,  as  I  faid  before,  the  time 
and  place  is  known  to  many,  where  ncere  30.  of  their  men  being 
taken  were  *  examined,  and  found  to  be  of  fix  feverali  Nations,  *  At  Perm  in. 
all  forreiners,  and  all  Papifts.  Comwal,whcn 
But  thefe  words  of  the  King  alleadged  bythefe  men  againft  theKinz  defea- 
Him,  do  plainly  difcover  to  every  honeft:  eye,  that  His  Majeftics  ^*A^ex  m& 
defigne  was,  never  to  ufe  any  but  His  own  Subjects ;  nor  did  He  lls  rmy* 
.   think  it  poflible,  (and  the  rather  in  regard  of  His  own  good  me- 
rits) that  people  fo  long  inftru&ed  in  Proteftant  Religion,  iliould 
ever  prove  fo  ungrateful  1,  as  to  force  Him  (their  Prince)  to  itand 
in  need  of  forreigne  affiftance  :  and  therefore  the  Heads  of  the 
faction,  having  in  their  malicious  policy,  (to  work  feares  and  jea- 
loufies  againft  Him)  told  the  people,  that  the  Topes  Nuncio  (that 
great  Bulbeggerj  was  foliciting  both  in  Spain  and  France  the 
Kings  bufineflb  for  forreigne  aides  :  and  of  this  they  faid  they 
were  advertized,  from  Vents,  and  'Parts,  yea,  and  from  Rome  ic 
felf ;  (with  which  it  feems  they  held  intelligence  even  from  the 
very  beginning.)   *  Now  to  remove  this  fooliih  vanity,  and  to  *  jjgy  jyfc 
retaine  a  clearnefle  in  His  peoples  hearts,  the  King  expreffed  him-  heare  ( in  A- 
felf  in  that  fort  unto  them  ;  afturing  them  that  they  were  all  for-  vignion  )  a 
geries  againtt  Him  ;  and  that  he  did  wholly  cafi  Himfelfupon  the  j^^to 'the 
Affetlions of *Hts  people L  and  was  confident  that  no  fober  man,  could  c^^^^W  Bai- 
beUeve  Him  fo  fenfelejfe,  as  to  entertaine  fuch  n  defigne,  which  would  bavine  menti- 
have  been  fo  detrimentall  both  to  Himfelfand  His  Kindom&nd  in  ve-  on  byname  one 
ry  deed,  if  before  he  had  tryedhisown  people,  he  had  called  in  of  their  Agents, 
fuch  Armies  of  Forreiners,  as  they  reported,  it  muft  needs  have  ^0^°  niany"  ' 
been  confefled  a  defperate  part  in  him,&  a, mean  to  have  brought  thoufand 
a  fuddain  Deftrutlion  upon  his  Kingdome;and  a  perpetuall  Infamy  pounds  a  yeare 
upon  His  Name.  #  (he  beleeved) 

But  if  after  three  yeares,  (as  long  as  was  allowed  to  the  fig-  rC  J^^-I* 
tree  in  the  Gofpell)  the  King  finding  his  Subje&s  unfaithfull  and  He?oiiation3 
cold  in  their  affe&ions  towards  him  :  Nay  more,  perceiving  by  for  them, 
fo  long  experience,  that  their  endeavours  were  to  take  from  him 
both  his  Life,  and  his  Inheritance,  yea,  and  his  Honour  too,  and 
that  they  abufed  his  good  opinion  of  them,  by  mif-interpreting 
his  profeflions  unto  them ;  and  conceiving  him  tyed  thereby, 
from  ufing  others  help,  for  defence  of  himfelfe  and  Monarchy :  I 
beleeve  if  he  had  or  Jhould  alter  his  Refolution,  and  call  in  any 
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Prince  in  Chriftendome  to  his  afliftance,  in  the  maintenance  of 
Recall  Authority,  which  God  hath  intrufted  him  withall  :  and 
of  that  Government,  ("which  as  the  moft  abfo lute)  God  efia- 
blifiied  among  his  own  people,  and  hath  alway  blefl'ed  this  Na- 
tion under  5  (He  being  utterly  difabled  to  do  it  otherwifej  it 
fhould  be  reckoned  by  the  Almighty,  at  the  great  day,  (if  any 
fault  at  all)  but  among  his  rnfirmisies:  Yea  and  if  deftrudion 
thereby,  fhould  fortune  to  *ome  to  the  whole  Kingdome,  the 
whole  infamy  and  guilt  thereof,  flbould  be  charged  upon  the 
Heads  of  thefe  his  moft  perverfe  and  injurious  people;  even  as 
that  of  Jerufalemby  Titus  Ve^af  an  is  laid  upon  the  feditious, 
that  were  therein,  even  unto  this  day*  But  my  humble  prayer  to 
the  Almighty  is,  that  he  would  yet  pleafe  to  fpare  us,  and  to  6e- 
ftow  his  grace  at  length  upon  the  people  of  this  land,  that  they 
might  ceafe  provoking  his  Divine  Majeftie,  to  puniih  that  way, 
this  fo  Horrid  a  fin,  and  fo  Highabufes  to  his  own  Annointed. 
And  thus  I  have  done  alfo  with  this  particular. 
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j.  The  Libellers  CavWs  at  the  word  Mongrill  Parlia- 
ment :  o^f  tSe  Commissioners  for  the  Treaty  atUx- 
bridge  :  k^A t  the  Kings  pawning  His  jewels ,anfrvered. 
2.  His  CMajeflies  Affection  and Goodncffe  to  His  Sub- 
jects {for  want  of  other  matters)  objeffed'a*  a  fault 
againjl  Him  by  thefe  Libellers. 

IN  the  third  place  they  accufe  the  King,  for  a  flight  efteem  of 
his  friends  at  Oxford,  whom  they  would  fain  feduce  from 
him  :  to  which  purpofe  they  take  great  advantage,  from  a  word 
theyflnde  in  one  of  his  Letters  (icil.  in  Paper  13*')  which  they 
drefle  up  for  their  own  purpofe,.  with  2.  more  of  their  own  ad- 
ding, (according  to  their  wonted  honcfty)  and  affirm  them  to  be 
ipoken  by  the  KiDg,  and  applyed  to  the  perfons  of  his  friends. 
But  in  anfwer  to  this  matter,  (  or  word  rather)  I  /hall  alleadge 
the  Copie  of  a  Letter  writ  by  His  Majefties  own  hand,  to  Secre- 
tary 
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ury  Nicholas  about  the  fame,  I  received  it  alfo  from  the  month  of 
theforcmentioned  Gentleman,  of  whom  I  had  the  former,which 
to  another  purpofe  I  have  fet  down  ;  He  had  the  perfect  Copies 
of  both,  though  at  a  great  diftance,  but  he  had  fo  well  ob- 
ferved  them ,  that  he  was  confident,  he  failed  but  little  ( if 
at  all )  in  remcmbring  the  very  words,  Which  to  this  particular 
were  thus, 

I Am  very  forry,  that  I  have  been  fo  unfortunate  to  have 
my  private  Letters  taken  by  the  Rebels,  but  if  all  mens 
-private  thoughts  were  feen  as  mine  are^  I  beleeve  I 
jhould  appeare  as  innocent  as  any  :  it  may  be  that  many  ex.- 
prefions  in  thofe  Letters^  might  have  been  prudently  omit- 
ted, but  if  one  be  well  underfiood^  I  care  not  although  the 
refl  take  their  fortune,  and  that  is  concerning  the  Mungreli 
Parliament  at  Oxford  ;  indeed  when  I  was  dijlurbed  in 
mine  Affaires  y  by  Suflex  and  his  faction^  in  my  pafsion  I 
writ  fo  to  my  Wifejbut  both  by  the  precedent^  and  fubfequent 
claufes  of  that  Letter^  it  may  eaftly  be  under  ft  ood^  that  I 
meant  it  of  him  and  his  adherents. 

And  indeed  Jet  the  Letter  be  read,  and  to  an  equall  eye,  it  can 
appeare  no  othervvife  to  be  intended  then  his  Majcftie  hath  ex- 
prcfl'ed  :  Yet  thefe  lyers  in  wait,  do  collect  from  thence,  and  tell 
the  Lords  and  Gentlemen  at  Oxford,  that  the  King  defpifeth  them  all, 
and  that  ontljfor  their  retaining  fome  little  Confcience  to  Religion  ; 
and  becaufe  they  be  not  kicked  enough  to  ferve  hie  purpofe  fully  ; 
that  is,  (as  they  fay  afterward )  to  think  and  aft  the  fame  things^ 
Which  the  inhumane  Jrijh  Rebels,  or  the-  ftorfl  forr eigne  Enemies  of 
cur  Religion  and  State  could  Wiflj  to  be  done  :  and  thereupon  they 
compare  their  Soveraigne,  (the  mofc  Religious  and  Gratious 
Prince  that  ever  this  Nation  had  )  to  Richard  the  third  ;  who  firft 
rejected  and  then  beheaded  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  becaufe 
When  he  had  furthered  him,  in  depofing  ar.d  dif  inheriting  the  tire 
Princes,  he  Was  not  Wicked  enough  (  fay  they  )  to  cogent  alfo  to  the 
tjllttrther  of  them ;  and  to  advife  the  Lords  and  Gentlemen  to  take 
warning  by  the  Dukes  example,  and  timely  to  turn  away  from  the 
King  unto  goodnefte,  that  is,  to  their  fociety :  it  is  fafficient  only 
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that  I  have  related  what  they  fay  ;  that  villany  needs  no  further 
difcovery  or  Confutation :  Onely  I  adde  this,  thofe  L$rds  and 
Gentlemen  whom  they  labour  to  feduce ;  and  whom  love  and 
Confcience  hath  ingaged  to  their  Soveraigne,  are  not  capable  to 
be  drawn  from  him  bythefe  mens  infinuations,  or  driven  from 
him  by  their  violence  :  How  cheerefully  have  they  all  Hazarded 
(yea  many  of  them  facrifked)  their  lives  for  Him  ?  Wow  joyfully 
have  they  endured  the  jpoyling  of  their  Goods  for  His  fake  ?  With 
what  admiration  do  inferiour  men  behold  the  cheerfullnefle  and 
contentednefle  of  great  perfons  in  great  afflictions  ?  and  are  rea- 
dy daily  to  cry  out  unto  them,  O  Chriftians  mofi  truly  7^oble,How 
much  better  have  you  learned  Chrifl  then  we  have  donel  Afluredly 
as  never  Prince  was  more  unhappy  in  many  of  His  people  then 
ours  is,  fo  never  was  any  more  Happy  in  others  of  them,  then 
He  hath  been,  more  truly  beloved,  more  fincerely  affected,  (even 
by  fome  of  all  forts)and  this  Himfelf  hath  fo  well  acknowledged, 
and  merited  from  us ;  that  our  grief  is,  that  we  have  no  more 
Fortunes  and  Eftates  to  Jofe,nor  more  lives  then  one  to  adventure, 
for  Him:  The  Libellers  doe  but  labour  in  vaine,  if  they  think  to 
draw  us  from  our  obedience. 

Another  thing  they  lay  to  His  Charge  inthefc  words  ;  He 
feekes  Treaties  in  fie w,  and  wins  upon  the  people  by  that  {hew,  yet 
choofethfuch  Cemmiffi 'oners, and  binds  them  upywith  fuch  inftr 'utlions , 
that  all  accommodation  is  unpofftble  :  The  Rancour  of  this  Accufati- 
on  needs  no  Confutation  neither :  for  how  real!  His  Majefty 
hath  been  in  his  endeavours  for  Peace,  Heaven  and  Earth  can 
witneffe ;  yea,  the  very  choice  of  his  (fommiffioners,  ( as  thefe  men 
well  know,  notwithftanding  their  perverfe  Cavills)  fufficiently 
proves  it,  being  perfons  of  fuch  approved  Honour,  and  candid 
affections  to  their  Country;  that  none  in  the  Nation  goes  beyond 
them :  and  let  the  Directions  which  the  King  gave  them ,  be 
viewed  by  all  men,  and  judged  of ;  whether  they  be  fuch  at Jpeak^ 
all  accommodation  imfojjlble ;  unlefle  with  the  moft  unreafonable 
men  living,  who  will  have  no  Peace :  O  how  oft  (as  the  world 
knowes)  hath  His  Majefty  tendred  them  pardon  for  all  their  un- 
repairable wrongs  done  againft  him  !  if  they  would  but  let  Him 
and  his  People  II  *  e  in  quiet  ?  yea,  How  oft  hath  he  been  heard  in 
fecret  to  fay  :  0  that  J  knew  what  Imi^ht  doe  to  fatisfie  thefe  men  \ 

In 
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In  very  deed,  what  thefe  Libellers  are  pleafed  to  report  of  the 
Kings  CommiiTioners  •  was  true  of  thofe  that  were  fent  from 
the  men  offVeflmmfler ;  they  were  tyed up9  (as  themfelves  in  open 
conference  at  Vxbridge  did  not  ftick  to  acknowledg)  whereas 
the  King  declared  openly,  that  he  meant  not  his  Directions  to 
his  Commiffioners  fhould  be  obligatory,  only  by  them,  he  did 
acquaint  them  with  his  fenfe,  and  left  them  free  to  themfelves 
to  doe  that  which  became  men  of  Honour :  and  all  this  the  Au- 
thors and  Authorizers  of  this  Libell,  knew  well  enough,  therefore 
from  this  their  Accufation  we  onely  learne,  of  what  great  ufe 
fometirr.es  to  fome  men  are  brafle  browes  and  hard  fore* 
heads. 

They  acenfe  him  zKo  for  pawning  the  Jewels  of  the  Crowne,  their 
Anger  is,  becaufe  they  efcaped  their  ringers  $  they  can  fee  no  Er- 
rour  in  themfelves  for  robbing  him  of  all  things  clfe,  and  bring- 
ing him  to  fuch  a  diftreffe,  as  he  was  forced  to  part  with  them, 
for  fupply  of  his  neceffities ,  but  they  obferve  a  great  fault  in  him, 
for  not  fuffering  himfelfe  to  perifh,  rather  then  'PaVrne  hi*  owne 
Jewels  ?  that  thefe  men  want  nothing  but  matter,  appears  by  this, 
and  will  be  more  evident  by  and  by. 

For  having  vented  as  much  Poyfon,  as  their  venemous  skill 
would  ferve  them,  to  fuck  out  of  the  Kings  inoffenfive  Letters :  to 
lengthen  the  Catalogue,  and  make  the  heap  jfhew  bigger,  they 
begin  to  object  as  faults  againft  him,  diverfe  of  his  former  moft 
affectionate  expreffions,  and  dofucs  for  the  good  of  his  people  : 
hoping  that  now,  they  have  imbittered  mens  hearts  againft  him, 
with  their  virulent  lies  and  perverfions,  even  hisgreateft  inMgen- 
cies  will  appear  diftaftfull. 

The  firft  of  which  they  rnftance  in,  is  his  profeflion,  Dec.  2. 
1 641.  which  they  fay,  was  in  thefe  words. 

Iam  fo  farre  from  repenting  of  any  A  51  (Tone  this  Sefsi^ 
en,  for  the  good  of  my  people,  that  if  it  were  to  doe  againe7 
1  would  dot  it,  and  will  yet  grant  whatelfe  can  be  jttftly  de- 
fired* 

And  he  conclude /(fay  they)  with  a  recommendation  of  the  bupnefs 
of  Ireland,  and  (  finding  the  preparations  for  the  fame  flow}  againe 
(fay  they)  on  'December  14.  He  LpatheticaU  In  qukkning  them 
thereunto  .-thus  they ;  Then. 
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Then  they  are  not  afhamed  to  relate  the  whole  [lory  of  their 
own  unchriftian  and  currifh  behaviour  towards  him  :  and  his  moft 
meek  and  gentte  carriage  towards  them.  I  need  not  baulk  to  re- 
peat, what  themfelves  bluili  not  to  fet  down,  which  I  fhalldoe 
as  briefly  as  I  can,  and  with  a  better  heart  then  they  have  done  it ; 
let  the  Reader  but  afford  patience. 


S%  c  t.  XXIUL 

The  Story  of  the  Rebels  unchriftian  behaviour  toward 
their  Soveraigne,  and  his  meeke  and  gracious  Carri- 
age towards  them  ,  fwee  the  beginning  of  thefe  trou- 
bles related  by  themf elves,  and  their  impudency  therein 
•noted. 

THey  begin  thus:  Notwithftanding  all  this  (fell  thegratious 
profeffion  forementioned,  and  patheticall  quickning  them 
for  the  reliefc  of  Irelan  i)  the  Parliament  mt  of  their  fenloufie>  did 
open  the  indijp$fttion  of  the  whole  Statey  in  a  plaine  and  /harp  Remon- 
firanve;  to  which  the  King  Anfwers,  (moft  mildely  indeed,  as  them- 
fclves  witneffe,  by  alleadging  his  words  to  be  thefe : ) 

Tor  the  preferving  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  King- 
dome,  from  the  deftgnes  of  a  Popifh  party 5  we  have  and 
will  concur  with  allthejuft  defires  of our  people,  in  a  Parlia- 
mentary way.  For  Ireland  we  thank  you  for  your  care  and 
cheerefull  ingagement,  for  the  (peedy  fupprefsion  of  that 
Rebellion ,  the  Glory  of  God  in  the  Trot  eft  ant  Profefsion,  the 
fafety  of  the  Brittiih  there,  cur  Honour,  and  this  Nations 
Jo  much  depending  thereupon,  ejre.  your  promifes  to  apply 
your  felves  to  fuch  courfes  as  may  fupport  our  Roy  all  Eftate 
with  Honour  and  Plenty  at  home,  and  with  Power  and  Re- 
putation abroad,  is  that  which  we  have  ever  promt  fed  our 
felfe,  both  from  your  Loyalties  and  affections. 

Now  mark  thefe  men  :  becaufe  the  King  had  not  anfwered 
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their  rude  Remonftrance,  with  alike  ftilj  and  fpirit  as  they  did 
write  it,  they  qiurrell  at  him,  and  bc^inthus:  Here  are  words 
that  found  nothing  but  grace,  and  here  is  a  chare  Teftimoay  from  the 
Kings  owne  mouthy  concerning  the  merit  of  this  Nation  unto  thii 
day :  the  King  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  them,  and  gave  better 
words  of  them,  then  they  deferved,  anithis  was  his  fault ;  or 
elfe  their  thirlt  was  ftrongfor  bloud,  their  fingers  itched  to  be 
righting  with  him  ;  and  becanfe  by  his  foft  anfwer  to  their  wilde 
and  unparaleld  provocation,  they  were  delayed,  and  put  or! from 
doing  mifchief ,  therefore  they  open  the  mouth  againft  him  :  • 
their  Confciences  told  them ,  that  the  words  imported  more 
Grace,  then  belonged  unto  them,  therefore  they  cry,  They  are  but 
bare  Words :  and  to  perfwade  others  thereunto,  theyadde,  But 
notwithflauding  thefe  promifes  and  Teftimoniesy  the  King  df covers 
more  and  more  regret  for  Str -affords  execution,  ( as  if  it  were  impof- 
iible  the  Kings  regret  for  that,  and  thefe  promifes  fhould  be  con- 
fident) Tea  and  (  fay  they  )  He  flicks  clofer  to  the  Councells  of  the 
feme  fatlion,  (but  who  were  of  that  faction,  could  never  be  na- 
med unto  this  day,  onely  all  in  generall,  that  were  Loyailmd  lo- 
.ved  the  King,or  hated  Rebellion,Sedition  and  Bloud,  fince  Strafe 
fords  death,  have  been  efteemed  of  Str  affords  faction.) 
-  Then  they  tell  us  of  a  Bufinefle,  which  they  had  published  to 
the  world,  at  leaftan  hundred  times  before,  and  repeated  over, 
(for  want  of  other  matter)  nine  feverall  times  in  one  of  their 
particular  Declarations ;  and  for  peoples  better  obfervance  of  it, 
left  happily  we  had  forgot  it,  they  again  relate  it,  fcil.  The  Kings 
Charge  of  Treafon  -againft  the  fix  ^Members  a  His  comming  to  the 
Houfe  to  require  fufttce  againft  them  :  ( though  they  never  menti- 
on, how  the  King  was  provoked  thereto,  by  their  neglect,  and 
contempt  of  his  Meflages,  fent  formerly  unto  the  Houfe  to  the 
fame  purpofe  : )  And  this  (  fay  they  )  was  the  fatall  commencement 
of  the  JVarre  (  now  they  had  that  occafion  of  quarrell  fo  long 
thirfted  after)  for  the  Houfe  declares  the  next  day »,  that  themfehes 
could  not  fit  in  fafety  any  longer  at  y/eftminfter,  and  thereupon 
adjourne  for  fome  dayes,  and  retire  into  the  City,  require  a 
Guard,  which  the  King  diftikes,  with  thefe  cxpreflions. 
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We  are  ignorant  of  the  Grounds  of your  affrehenftons^bnt 
protefl  before  the  face  of  Almighty  God,  had  We  any  know- 
ledge or  belief,  of  the  leafl  defigne  in  any 9  of  violence  ei- 
ther formerly ,  or  at  this  tme  again  ft  you,  We  v;ould  purfue 
them  to  condign e  fum [foment ;  with  the  fame  feverity,  and 
Jet  eft  at  ion,  as  We  *  would  the  great  eft  attemft  upon  Our 
Crown:  And  We  do  ingage  folemnly  the  word  of  a  King, 
that  the  fecurity  of  every  one  of  you  from  violence ,  is^  and 
ft) all  be  ever^  us  much  Our  care  as  the  prefervation  of  Us 
and  Our  Children. 

Thcfe  words  of  the  King  (they  confefle  )  were  Jweet lj  tem- 
pered, but  (  fay  they  )  von  no  beluf,  (  for  they  were  refolved  to 
go  on  in  their  way,  and  a  Guard  they  would  have  againft  His 
will,  if  not  with  it :  Yea,  and  the  Tower  of  London,  rendred  up 
ifito  their  Hands  to  boot)  wherefore  the  Major,  Aldermen,  and 
(fommor.-Counccll  of  the  City,  arefet  awork  to  move  for  it,  that 
the  fame  maj  be  dijfofedofto  perfons  oftrufl.  The  King  anfwers, 

That  his  reception  offuch  an  unufuall  requejl,  is  a  fuffci- 
ent  in  fiance  of  his  fingular  eftimation  he  hath  of  the  good 
dff eft  tons  of  the  City,  which  He  heleeves  in  Gratitude  will 
never  be  wanting  to  His  jufl  Demands  and fervtcc. 

From  which  they  gather  :  That  the  King  /peakcj  nothing  hither- 
to, but  in  juftifieation  of  the  parliament  and  Peoples  Lojaltie  :  it 
feemes  he  had  not  yet  learned  to  amend  his  Errcur,  in  (peaking 
better  of  them,  then  they  deferved. 

Then  they  go  on  and  mention  the  Tumults  abcut *white-Ha8y 
of  which  they  fpeak  very  fparingly,  as  if  they  had  been  raifed 
neither  by  the  rabble,  as  (they  fay)  the  King  imputed them> 
nor  yet  by  the  Kings  party ,  ( as  they  had  formerly  af- 
firmed) but  by  their  owne  very  felves,  faying,  Thej  a- 
mounted  to  no  Warrey  viz.  to  no  fuch  bloudy  Warre  yet,  as  they 
intended. 

Then  they  declare  us  two  more  of  his  faults,  i.  The  Kings 
declining  the  prtfecntion  of  the  fix  dfem&erj,  as  if  them  felves 
had  offered  them  to  the  tryall  of  law,  but  He  having  nothing  to 
charge  them  withall,  declined  the  Bufinefle.  2 .His  departing 

the 
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the  fry,  which  wasbecaufe  *  His  great  Councell,  would  take  *  H,a  H> 
no  order  upon  hisearneft  requeft,  to  fupprefle  thofe  unlawful!  q  xll  CounccI 
Tumults.  He  might  well  think,  they  dcfired  to  have  him  Murde-  ihcwn  but  halt* 
red  by  the  hands  of  the  Rabble  and  therefore  had  reafon  to  pro-  that  zcal  iri 
yide  for  his  fafety  by  departing;  wherein  he  did  according  to  ^Kint^bc- 
Chrifts  example,  when  they  would  have  thrown  him  down  head-  hait-  as  ^  \llc 
Jong.  *  He  departed  from  among  them,  ffayes  the  Text)  and  went  the/ hive  done 
hu  way  :  and  according  to  Davids  Example,  who  thought  it  no  in  th^ir  ownc> 
fife  toying  for  Him  in  ftm/Mem,  when  *Abfolom  hadfiollen  away  (coiioaiung  a 

1       c  J  ike  tumultuous 

the  hearts  of  the  people,  2  Sam.  I  5.  bofincflc)  He 

Yet  foon  after  ( they  tell  u^)  the  King  lent  them  a  meflage  to  hid  no:  depir- 
flate  the  deferences  between  them  on  both  fides,  promifing  that  when  cci  from  them. 
they  Jhall  be  digefied  into  a  bo  'y  fit  to  be judge dof>  it /ball  a^peare  *  Luke  4-  5°- 
Xvhat  He  will  do.  In  this  (fure )  the  King  was  in  a  great  errour, 
thus  to  fend  to  them  about  compofing  differences,  when  their 
intended  work,  was  to  make,  and  widen  them  rather :  where- 
fore wholly  neglecting  that  particular,  The  Houfie  of  Commons, 
("fay  they )  the  Lords  refufing  to  joyne,  did  onely  in  Anfiwer  thereto 
require  .the  Tower  of  London  to  be  At  their  difpofing,  and  withall, 
(for  the  King  ever  faved  as  little,  by  delaying  to  grant  their  firft 
demands,  as  by  yeelding  to  them)  they  require  now,  that  the  Mi- 
litia of  the  whole  Kingdome,  be  pxt  into  finch  hands,  as  they  fkould 
recommend:  to  which  the  King  makes  a  reply,  (which  is  alfo  to 
be  reckoned  among  the  reft  of  his  faults)  in  thefe  words  as  them- 
felves  teftirie. 

That  the  Cftliliva  by  Law  is  fubjetf  to  no  Command^but 
His  owne^  which  He  will  referve  to  Him f elf  as  a  principal 
And  infeparable  Flower  of  His  Crowne,  and  profejfes  to 
take  care  of  peace^  and  the  rights  of  the  Subject^  equally 
with  His  life, or  the  lives  of  His  dear  eft  Children.  He  fur- 
ther alfo  conjures  them^  by  all  Acts  of  Duty  and  favour  re- 
ceived, by  hopes  of  future  mutuall  happineffey  by  their  love 
of  Religion,  the  Peace  both  of  this  Kmgdome^  and  Ireland, 
mt  to  be  tranjported  with  feares  and  jeaUufies. 

Surely  here  was  enough  from  the  'mouth  and  hand  of  a  Reli- 
gious King  to  have  prevailed  with  any,  that  had  not  before  en- 
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ted  into  a  Covenant  with  Hell :  But  (  fay  thefe  men  )  the  Par* 

liament  could  net  (  becaufe  they  would  not  )  beletve  themfelves 
fecured  by  thefe  profeffions,  and  ajfeverations  :  and  the  King  would 
not  (  becaufe  He  could  not  )  underftand,  that  thefttling  the  Mi^ 
litia  at  this  time  in  confiding  Hands,  to  prevent  Civilt  War,  was  any 
other,  then  the  taking  the  Crown  from  his  Head*  Hinc  ilia  Lacrymz 
(  fay  they. )  So  they  are  refolved  (itfeemes)  at  the  very  fir(r5 
to  raife  aCivill  War,  unlefle  the  King  would  beleeve  that  he 
might  put  more  confidence,  in  other  men,  then  in  himfelfe,  and 
that  he  might  maintain  his  Crown  and  dignity,  without  having 
any  Command  over  the  Militia  .-  Well  yet  notwithstanding  all 
thefe  affronts,  put  upon  His  MajMcsfaithfulxeJfe,  and  thefe  con- 
tempts of  His  gratious  Affevcrations :  The  King  (  fay  thefe  men) 
neverthelefte  perffis  to  declare  his  abherrence  of  the  Irijh  Rebellion^ 
frequently  inciting  the  Parliament  'to  f&nd fuccours,  ( which  made 
them  more  averfe  thereto,  left  the  King  fhouid  p!eafe  himfelf,  in 
thinking  they  regarded  Him,  or  his  defircs  in  any  thing,  which 
( indeed  )  would  have  been,  a  very  Grand  errour  in  him.) 

Then  they  relate,  How  the  Kwg  abjures  any  privity  to  plots  and 
dejignes  againfl  the  Laws,  a?id  makes  flriEl  Proclamation  for  put- 
ting them  in  execution  againfl:  Papifls,  (who  were  reported  to  be 
the  plotters)  that  fo  ifpoflible  He  might  give  fatisfaclion.  But 
the  Parliament  being  reiolved,  do  fii!l  purfue  their  own  defigne, 
and  (as  if  it  had  been  the  onely  Bufineffe,  for  which  the  King  by 
his  Writ  did  call  them  together  )  they  dill  urge  Him  to  fettle 
the  Militia  upon  them,  osfnd  (  as  they  remember  us )  upon  his  re- 
fufaHfo  to  do,  (thoughts  of  peace  being  laid  afide)  they  feared  upon 
the  [Toime  of  Hull,  (His  Magazine  of  Armes  )  without  his  leave, 
and  held  it  out  againfl  Him^nd  fo  taught  him  to  feize  upon  T^jw- 
(faflle  :  zsfnd  now  (  fay  they  )  the  War  re  being  thus  far  advanced, 
yet  it  is  not  agreed,  which  part  was  put  to  the  Defenfive,  and  (  as  k 
leemes)  to  refolve  this,  the  19  Propofitions  were  difpatched  to  the 
J£ing  :  which  indeed  were  the  meanes  of  Light  to  thoufands  in 
this  Kingdomc ,  of  difcovering  the  fcope  of  their  intentions, 
namely  to  be,  to  ruine  the  King,  and  to  bring  him  into  a  worfe 
Condition  then  l>is  meancft  vaflals.  Many  men  (  whereof  my  felf 
was  one)  did  conceive  from  the  grofnefle  of  them,  that  they 
bad  been  divulged ,  by  the  fpeciall  endeavours  of  the  Kings 

friends 
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friends  in  the  Houfe ;  for  to  difcovcr  to  the  world  the  unreafon- 
ablenefle  of  the  then  growing  turbulent  faction  •  to  the  end  that 
peoples  fpirits  might  be  awakened  to  appear  generally  againft 
the  fame,  in  the  defence  of  the  Honour,the  Rights  and  Liberty  of 
their  Soveraign. 


Sect.  XXV. 

X.  Their  Pretences  of  bringing  Delinquents  to  punijhment 
made  a  ground  of  the  Warre :  The  King  acknowledged 
by  his  Enemies  to  be  on  the  defenfivc  part.  2 .  His 
Olfdjejlzes  good  opinion  [a  longtime)  of  the  Parliament 
cbjefikd  as  a  fault  againjl  Him  by  themfelves.  3.  The 
ICing  makes n 0  Warre  againjl  His  Parliament  Eviden- 
ced. This  Conjpiracy  of  Trait  ours  at  Weftminfter  no 
true  Parliament  fully  proved :  The  Conclufion  of  the 
Anfacr  to  the  Libell. 

BUt  the  maine  thing  in  thofe  19.  Proportions,  (fay  thefe  men) 
were  Reformation  of  Church-Government :  that  power  UWili- 
tary  and  (fivill  might  be  put  into  confiding  Hands ;  and  that  Ju- 
fike  of  Parliament  might  pajfe  upon  Delinquents ;  We  grant  they 
were  •  for  thefe  three  containe  all  the  reft.  But  here  I  muft  beg 
leave  of  the  Reader  to  digreiTe  a  little,  to  fpeake  a  word  of 
this  laft  particular,  having  difcufl'ed  at  large  of  the  two  firft 
already. 

They  had  ,  or  have  two  Reafons ,  for  their  requiring  of 
the  King,  that  fuftice  of  ^Parliament  might  pajfe  upon  De- 
linquents. 

U  Topunifb  the  Kings  Err  our  in  his  requiring  the  fuftice  of 
Law  againft  fix  of  their  Members;  itfhallcoft  HimtheEftates 
and  lives  of  all  his  friends,  ( if  they  can  bring  ittopaffe)  that 
He  may  the  better  remember  hereafter  to  do  no  more  fo  :  His 
fault  was  fo  great  and  high,  in  defiring  that  half  a  dozen  of 
them?  might  be  tryed  by  Law,  that  it  cannot  be  expiated,  without 
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His  yeelding  up  many  thoufands  of  his  friends,  yea,  of  all  that 
love  him,  to  be  condemned  -without  Law>  by  bare  Vote,  which 
they  call  fuftice  of  "Parliament,  from  which,  Good  Lord  deli- 
ver Uf% 

2.  To  o fit-voice  the  Kings  demand  forementioned:  for  if  they 
ftiould  not  (hew  zeal  againft  finne,  in  calling  thcmfelves  for  pu- 
nifhment  to  be  done  upon  Delinquents^  the  world  would  think 
that  the  fix  Members  (whom  they  refcurd  from  a  legall  trial!, 
which  the  King  would  have  had  them  unto)  might  be  very  faulty, 
and  that  His  Majefty  had  juft  reafon  to  take  Armes  to  bring  both 
them,  and  their  abetters  to  it ;  but  to  prevent  this,  they  (hj  af- 
firming, they  take  up  Weapons  to  bring  Delinquents  to  pumjfyment) 
do  avow  the  War  to  begin  on  their  fide,and  fo  leave  the  King  to 
be  Defender.  Although  I  muft  tell  the  world  that  this  deviie  of 
bringing  Delinquents  to  Funifiment,  was  refolved  upon,  to  be  a 
chief  ground  of  the  Warre,  forae  certaine  moneths  after  the  War 
was  begun:  Ibeleeve  I  could  name  the  place  and  time,  whenic 
was  firft  taken  into  Confideration,  ami  upon  what  occafion ; 
and  though  I  nominate  not  the  Pcrfons ,  yet  I  may  tell  the 
ftory. 

Upon  a  time,  diverfe  of  the  Members  were  met  together  at 
a  certaine  tape  Lords  Houfe  in  the  Kingdome,  (who  was  alfo  in 
his  Country,  one  of  the  maine  Pillars  of  this  rank  faction)  where 
in  like  fort  were  prefent,  fome  of  their  Chaplaincs,  and  amongft 
them,there  was  one  Seholler ;  who  I  think  ( truly)  was  an  honeft 
man  at  that  prefent,(and  verily  I  beleeve,doth  ftil  fo  continue Jhe 
John  iS.  16.  being  ( like  that  Difeiple  whkhwas  known  to  the  High  Prieft)  well 
acquainted  with  the  Company,  and  therefore  might  fpeak  more 
freely  to  them,  and  amongft  them,  then  another  man  could  be 
fuffered  to  doe  ;  and  indeed  fo  did :  He  moved  them  to  this  pur- 
pofc,  while  they  were  at  Supper,  or  fitting  at  Table. 

*  Gentlemen,  you  have  begun  a  Civill  Warre  in  this  King- 
*dome  and  you  are  come  bere  into  the  Country,  to  draw  us 
u  further  to  your  afliftance,  by  requiring  us  to  Aflbciate  with 
M  you :  You  (hall  doe  well  to  declare  what  it  is,  that  you  doe 

•  bottome  your  Warre  upon,  and  what  is  the  caufe  of  this  your 

*  undertakingjthat  Seeing  your  Grounds  to  be  lawfull  and  good, 
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c,we  may  with  the  better  Confcience  concur  with  youifor  though 
"  we  take  you  to  be  wife,  and  honcft  men,yct  it  doch  not  become 
"us  to  ycild  you  our  blind  obedience,  in  a  matter  of  fo  High 
"concernment  as  this  is.  Say  therefore  (I  pray)  for  wkat 
"  caufe  doe  you  wage  this  Warre  ?  Is  it  for  Religion  ?  Can  you 
f  complaine  of  any  reftraint  in  that  I  Are  not  the  Temples  open  > 
"  Have  we  not  Liberty  to  Preach  and  profefle  the  whole  Truth 

*  of  God  /  Is  true  Religion  fo  freely  exercifed  in  any  Nation 
rt  under  Heaven  as  here  ?  Is  not  the  King  tomfelfe  a  Proteftanc  3 

*  Hath  he  not  granted  you  a  power  to  devife  for  its  continuance, 
F  and  a  promife  of  his  concurrence  with  you,  to  eftablifh  and  fet- 
M  tie  it  as  ftrongly  as  you  pleafc.?  What  can  you  hope  to  get  more 
"  by  Warre,  concerning  this  thing,  then  you  may  have,  nay,  then 
"  is  offered  to  you  in  a  way  of  Peace  ?  Wherefore  declare  ( I  be- 
<c  feech  you)  whether  it  be  for  Religion  that  you  fight :  and  if  fo, 
<c  what  'Particular  in  Religion  it  is,  that  you  would  have  us  joyne 
"  with  you  to  maintainc  and  defend. 

u  One  of  the  Members  that  thought  himfelfe  the  beft  fpeaker, 
tx  undertooke  to  Anfwer  the  Scholiar,  (for  the  Chaplaines  (poor 
u  foules)were  pofed,they  fat  ftil  and  faid  nothing:  though  fome  of 
<c  them  had  been  as  far  as  Edge  Hill.)  And  at  length,  did  (  after 
"  fome  fhufEing)  fairly  confeflc,  being  thus  urged,  that  in  very 
<c  deedi*  was  not  Religion  they  fought  for  ;thc  Doctor  asks,Why  do 
"  you  then  pretend  it  to  be  fo  unto  the  people  f  His  anfwer  was, 
€<  Vee  fhaU  never  elfe  Vein  the  people  to  us.  Well,  but  what  is  it  then 
"(replyed  the  Doctor )  Is  it  the  ^Abolition  of  Epifcopacy,  that 
u  you  fo  conteft  about  ?  You  know  God  hath  fufficiently  mani- 
"  fefted  his  approbation  of  this  Government,  by  his  fo  abundant 
"  bleffing  of  this  Church  and  Nation  under  it ;  none  in  the  world 
tC  hath  thrived  better,  nor  fo  well  under  any,  as  curs  hath  done 

*  under  this  :  you  know  alfo,  that  the  King  hath  given  you  leave 

*  to  punifb,  or  to  fee  punifhed  in  a  regular  way,  all  peribns,  that 
c<have»mifcarried  themfelves  in  the  execution  of  thatGovern- 

*  ment  (  without  exception  of  any.)  He  hath  givtn  you  power 
"  to  fee  that  all  abufes  in  Difciplwe  be  removed,  yea,  and  what 
■  ever  is  liable  to  exception  in  our  Car.ons  and  Lyturgie  to  be  al- 

*  tered,  for  the  eafe  and  farisfa&ion  of  tender  Conferences :  yea, 
•He  hath  yeildedto  you,  for  prevention  of  mjufttce  afterward^. 
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<cthe  taking  away  the  High  Commiffiony  and  hath  left  it  to  'J^ii 
<cto  purge  all  Ecclefiafticall  Courts  befidc ;  and  as  a  pledge  of 
♦Afliirance  againft  all  growing  Corruptions ;  he  hath  enacted  a 
^  Trienniall  Parliament y  for  the  calling  of  ill  officers,  and  faulty 
*  Church  Governours  to  an  examination,  every  three  yeares  be- 
"  fore  your  felves.  Now  do  you  think  that  notwithftanding  all 
<c  thefe  particular  Confiderations,  that  the  Abolition  of Epifiopasj 
c<  is  a  thing  of  that  grand  neceffity,  as  to  imbroile  this  whole  Na- 
cc  tion  and  Kingdome  in  its  own  Bloud  ? 

<c  The  Member  ( being  convinced  alfo  by  thefe  Reafons  of  this 
"  particular)  anfwered,  Truely  it  was  not ;  but  as  the  former,  fo 
k"lheF°~  <c  this  pretence  alfo  was  to  be  ufed,  towivne  and  hold  the*  people. 
th^hoTtto  "Why  then  the  Do^or)  will  you  tell  us,  what  is  the 

have  beenc      "  caufe,  why  you  fight  ?  The  Wifeman  anfwered.  to  bring  Dtlin- 
cheated.  k        "  quents  to  funifiment :  and  fo  (for  ought  I  know )  the  difputati- 
"  on  ended,  for  this  is  all  that  I  heard  of  it. 

But  I  would  have  any  of  them  all,  to  name  fix  Delinquents  if 
they  can,  that  were  fo  declared  to  be,  when  they  raifed  their  firfl: 
Forces;  fome  3. or  4.  perfons  perhaps  fled  the  Kingdome,but  muft 
the  whole  Nation  bleed  for  that  reafon  ?  'Tis  true  (indeed)  they 
fell  afterward  to  make  Delinquents  apace,  and  all  that  would  not 
renounce  the  Dotlrine  of  Chrifts  GojpelL  which  is  a  Doctrin  of 
Loyalty  and  obedience,  and  which  they  had  alwayes  been  in- 
ftru&ed  in ;  all  that  would  not  abjure  their  Oath  of  Allegeance,  & 
break  that  Proteftation  lately  impofed  by  thefe  very  men,  f  which 
was  to  maintaine  &  defend  the  Kings  Perfon,  Honour,  and  Eft  ate) 
are  looked  upon  as  Delinquents,  and  persecuted  as  fuch,  with 
fire  and  fword :  yea,  divers  of  the  Members  of  both  Houfes 
^hohad  (to  fpeak  in  thefe  mens  owne  phraifejfomuch  Confid- 
ence and  goodneffe  in  them,  as  not  to  defert  their  trufl  in  parliament j  J 
to  their  King  and  Country,  by  giving  up  themfelves  to  their 
wills,  arc  all  become  Delinquents  too  upon  the  fuddaine,  and  to 
bring  all  thefe  co  pu  Villi  nenit,  ( that  fufiice  of  Parliament  may 
paffe  unto  them  )  are  thefe  Warres  faid  to  be  undertaken  and 
parfued  :  and  when  they  have  by  their  Votes,  put  all  them  to 
death,  whom  they  have  done  wrong  unto*  perhaps  they  will 
fit  'ftill  and  be  quiet,  but  not  before.  Well  fare  the  good  King 
yet,  He  named  fix  notorious  ^Delinquents*  (whereas  thefe  men 

never 
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ncvernamed  any )  and  when  he  (aw  he  could  not  have  the  Juftice 
of  Law  againft  them,  rather  then  make  any  further  difturbance,  he 
declined  their  profecution  »  indeed  he  is  blamed  for  his  fo  doing 
by  thefe  men  (  as  was  noted  before  )  but  O  that  they  had  had  the 
grace  to  have  been  guilty  of  fuch  an  errour  1  And  thus  much  by 
way  of  digreflion  in  the  cafe  of  Delinquency I  now  return  to 
their  Story. 

They  tell  us  that  the  Anfwer  returned  to  the  forcfaid  Propofi- 
tions  was,  That  if  thefe  things  were  granted,  the  King  Jbould  remain 
but  the  out- fide,  but  the  pitlure,  but  the  fign  of  a  King  :  which  very 
Anfwer  (  they  fay  )  Was  the  Trumpet  of  War,  and  the  found  of  defi- 
ance, fed.  in  their  ears ;  who  had  a  great  luft  to  quarrel,  now  they 
had  got  weapons :  but  their  mifery  was,the  King  ftil  crofles  them, 
for  He  would  not  permit  it  to  be  fo  owned,  Stil  (  fay  they  )  He 
fates,  He  intends  not  to  fix  any  di  (loyal  defign,  upon  both  or  either 
Houfe  of  Parliament  :  He  is  rather  mo  ft  confident  of  the  Loyalty, 
good  Affeftions,  and  integrity  of  that  great  Bodies  good  intentions',  but 
the  malignity  of  the  defign  (He  faies)  hath  proceeded  from  the  fubtile 
informations,  mifehievous  fratlices,  and  evil  Counfels  of  ambitions 
turbulent  Spirits, not  without  a  ftrong  influence  upon  the  very  Atlions 
of  both  Houfes.  Thus  they  of  the  King. 

And  the  Refult  which  they  make  of  this  their  whole  relation 
is  two-fold. 

1.  To  juftifie  themfelves ;  which  they  would  do  from  the  Kings 
expreflionsof  them :  He  did  not  give  them  fuch  ill  language  as 
they  gave  him,  £rgo,  they  would  conclude  themfelves  to  be  as  In- 
nocent as  they  make  him  Faulty to  his  words  laft  alleaged  they 
adde,  this  was  the  utmoft  Charge  that  could  be  then  brought  againft 
the  Pari,  they  argue  a  non  velle  ad non  pojfe  :  He  did  not,  or  would 
not,Ergo,Hc  could  not :  Let  the  Reader  judge  of  this  Argument. 

2.  To  caft  further  blame  upon  the  King,/h7.  for  having  a  worfe 
opinion  of  them  now,  then  (by  thefe  expreffions )  he  feemed  to 
have  had  then,  when  he  returned  that  anfwer  to  their  i 9.  Pro- 
positions :  Our  Props fitions  ("fay  they )  at  Vxbridge  in  Feb.  1644, 
being  no  other  in  effetl  then  tkofe  of  June  1 642.  This  inference  may 
be  truly  made,  that  the  King  hath  no  caufe  to  lookjipon  ns  now, other- 
wife  then  as  he  did  then :  and  if  he  have  varied jince  from  thofe  Vows 
and  AJfeverations  which  He  made  then,  the  blame  wilnot  remain  on 
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thUfidey  but  on  His ;  fo  that  the  bare  calling  tomnJ^rhat  hath  hen 
/aid  by  the  King,  is  now fuffcient  for  our purpefe.  Thefe  be  their  di- 
recl:  words :  But  how  ill  a  confequent  they  make,  and  how  falfe 
an  inference  this  is :  how  truly  little  to  the pnrpofe,  I  have  ftiewn 
already,  snd  to  what  is  there  faid, 1  refer  the  Reader. 

They  then  fall  to  reckon  up  the  Vows  and  AfTeverations,  made 
by  the  King,  which  they  would  have  apprehended  to  be  broken 
by  him,which  I  have  opened  the  nature  of,  and  anfwered  already 
alfo,  yea  and  manifefted  evidently,  that  if  the  King  hath  fwerved 
any  thing  from  his  primitive  purpofes,  it  hath  been  full  fore  a- 
gainft  his  will,and  only  by  their  inforcement.  I  adde  but  this,  wc 
fkid  in  the  1 1  Paper,  thefe  words  of  the  King  to  his  Queen,  The 
breach  of  my  Word,  is  that  I  hate  above  all  things :  and  we  remem- 
ber that  the  publifhers  of  thefe  Letters  have  told  us,  that  what  we 
find  in  them  are  Evidences  oftrmh9  and  therefore  we  are  abun- 
dantly fatisfied  concerning  the  Kings  truth  in  his  promifes,  what 
ever  can  be  faid  by  them  to  the  contrary.  Indeed  we  do  believe 
that  as  Gods  promife  to  the  fons  of  Aaron  did  not  bind  him  to 
the  fons  of  Be lial9  no  more  doth  the  Kings  promifes  to  his  Great 
Councel,  tie  him  to  his  Grand  Enemies,  I  faid  indeed  (faies  the 
Lord  to  EUJthat  thy  houfe  ftouldwalk^before  me  (fcil. in  the  Priefts 
office)  for  ever  :  But  no\X>  (I  fay)  they  that  Honour  Tfre  \to7  I  Honour 9 
and  they  that  defpife  me>fbal  be  lightly  eft ce wed:  If  holy  Priefts  turn 
filthy  Adulter  ers^ot  if  good  Subjetls  turn  impudent  Traitors,  nei- 
ther doth  God,  nor  the  King  fwerve  from  their  former  felves  if 
they  break  with  them  :  Hophni  and  Thinrat  might  with  as  much 
juftice  have  taxed  God,  as  thefe  men  do  their  King. 

But  there  remains  yet  one  particular,  and  only  one  not  replied 
unto,  which  I  flial  alfo  now  do,  and  fo  conclude. 

They  accufe  the  King  of  making  War  againft  hisTarliament : 
Having  (not  only  fpoke  fo  well  of  them,  as  before,  tut)  renoun- 
ced all  intentions  of  War :  to  which  purpofe  they  alleage  chief- 
ly his  Declaration  at  Tork^,  June  16.1642.  wherei  n(they  fay)  are 
thefe  words  :  We  ajfure  the  World,  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  god^ 
our  Maker  and  Redeemer,  We  have  no  more  thought  of  making  War 
again  ft  Our  ParlLmentythen  again  ft  our  Children  :yeay  and  again  in 
July  the  fame  year  (  after  the  date  of  Effex  his  CommifTIon  from 
them  to  War  againft  him)  He  deftres  (  fay  they)  n$  longer  the  pro- 

utlm 


oflQng(ZnAVLLs] 

tetttd'A  and  blefftng  of  ^Almighty  God  upon  him  felf,  OndhuPoJle* 
rity,  then  He  and  they  [bal  folemnly  obferve  the  Laws  in  defence  of 
Parliaments  :  Alfo  in  Augufl  I  2.  He  acJ^nowledgcth  that  the  King 
and  Parliament  are  like  the  Twins  of  Hyp  aerates,  which  Tr>:'fl  laugh 
and  cry,  live  and  die  together. 

Thefe  were  the  Kings  words  (  fay  thefe  men  )  It  is  true  indeed 
(fay  they)  afterward^  He  was  driven  (  by  their  making  Wars  up- 
on him)  to  fave  him  felf  by  di(lin$iensfayin$  He  had  not  difclaimed 
all  War  in  general,  but  atlinvafive  War  ;  all  War,  but  what  was  in 
order  to  his  own  defence :  which  diftin&ion  they  fcorn  at,  and  fay, 
it  was  not  thought  of,  or  fore- ft en  before  :  perhaps  fo,  for  it  was  be- 
yond the  imagination  or  fore-fight  of  man,  that  any  Subjects  pre- 
tending as  they  did,  being  fo  dealt  withall,  as  they  were,  (hould 
bring  their  Sovcraign  to  fuch  a  ftrait,or  drive  Him  ever  to  ufe  any 
DifiinttionitlW. 

Then  they  deride  Him  alfo  for  another,  which  they  did  put  him 
upon,/c/7.  That  the  King  may  defend  hirnfelf  againft  a  Parliament, 
but  not  fight  againfi  it ;  or  He  may  affail  a  Malignant  party  in  Par* 
liament,  and  yet  not  touch  the  Parliament  it  felf  And  fureiy  fo  He 
may:  For  as  there  may  be  a  Malignant  party  in  a  Church  or  fa- 
mily, that  may  be  affailed  and  corrected,  and  yet  the  Church  or 
family  it  felf,  be  no  way  damnified  or  hurt  thereby,  but  bettered 
rather :  So  alfo  in  a  Parliamentjfor  as  the  whole  Church  of  God, 
confifting  of  Head  and  Members,  is  faid  notg  to  Erre  in  matters 
of  God,  though  there  be  many  wicked  men  in  the  Militant  part 
thereof.-  fo  in  matters  of  State,  a  compleat,  and  whole  Parlia- 
ment, confifting  of  Head  and  Members,  may  be  faid  not  to  Erre, 
though  there  be  many  wicked  ones  amongft  them,  that  deferve 
pu;ii(h:Tient.  And  they  arc  not  afhimed  to  fay,  that  the  diftin- 
clion  which  they  deride  the  King  for,  is  good  when  themfelves 
ufe  it,  but  not  when  the  King  ufeth  it :  it  wil  hold  (  fay  they  )  on 
our  fide,  but  not  on  His.  All  things  are  lawful  to  them,  but  unto 
the  King  nothing  is  allowable. 

But  (  fay  they  )  by  what  diftinflion  Vril  the  King  put  a  period  t§ 
thispertual  Parliament  without  violence  ?  Or  how  can  He  deny  it  the 
name  of  a  Parliament  without  hoftility  ?  As  if  they  had  faid  more 
fully  out  thus,  <{  We  arc  fure  we  have  pofed  him  in  one  thing, 
"  and  put  him  to  a  non-plus :  We  had  him  on  the  hip,  when  by 
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*  feigning  cmr  felves  honeft  men,  we  got  Him  to  fign  the  Bil  of 
*c  continuation  of  the  Parliament,  which  we  refolve  fhall  be  per- 

*  petuai  J,  and  laft  for  ever  in  defpight  of  hfm :  All  his  diftinftions 
«4hal  nor  fcrve  his  turn  to  put  a  period  to  that ;  He  mult  do  it 
"  by  open  force  and  violence,  if  he  do  it  at  all $  but  we  by  that 
"  fine  Chriftian  Policy  of  ours,  in  getting  him  to  pafle  that  -  AcT*a 
"  have  got  pofTeflion  of  fo  much  ftrength  and  power,  that  we  are 

able  to  keep  it  in  being,  for  all  the  violence  that  he  can  ufe  to 
"  the  contrary  :  we  have  faftned  him  now  upon  the  Croffe, 
<•  wherefore  if  he  be  the  Anointed  of  God,  and  would  be  fo  ac- 
counted, let  him  loofen  hirafelf  (  if  he  can  )  and  come  down; 
"  (  but  let  him  be  fure  he  ihal  never  do  it  without  violence,  if  he 
a  can  do  it  that  way,  and  we  arc  able  to  hold  it  out  againft  him 
Ct  no  longer  )  then  we  wil  believe  him,  and  acknowledge  him. 
«  Confident  we  are,  that  he  cannot,  (at  leaft  he  fhal  not)  deny  us 
"  the  name  of  a  TarL  without  hftilltj :  fecretly  indeed  we  under- 
"  ftand  by  his  Letters,  that  he  doth  not  acknowledge  us  to  be  a 
r  Pari,  though  he  doth  it  publickly  :  He  imparts  unto  tit  the  name, 
Cc  tat  not  the  thing ;  yca,but  we  having  got  all  the  Militiaby  Land 

and  Sea  into  our  Hands,  we  are  refolved  to  fight  it  out  with 

*  him,  in  maintenance  of  our  felves,  and  of  our  Title  :  we  are  a 
a  Pari,  and  we  wil  be  a  Pari,  yea,  and  a  perpetual  Pari,  too  jn  de- 
"fpight  of  him,let  him  fay  and  do  the  belt  he  can  to  the  contrary. 

Thefe  are  pretty  men  (  we  fee  )  every  Age  cannot  (hew  their 
fellows  :  But  (truly)  if  there  was  no  othet  reafon  for  the  King 
to  defire  and  feek  to  put  a  period  to  their  Parliament,  this  were 
alone  fufficient,  in  that  they  call  it  perpetual,  and  intend  fo  to 
make  it,  for  the  Kings  Office  and  duty  is,  not  only  to  give  his 
people  good  Laws,  but  alfo  to  fee,  they  have  the  ufe  and  comfort 
of  them  -  now  I  would  have  thefe  men,  with  all  their  wifdome, 
(hew  the  world,  how  we  fhal  ever  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  T ry- 
er.nial  Parliament  (which  was  the  higheft  Ad  of  Grace  ever  gran- 
ted,and  the  mod  likely  foundation  of  future  happinefle,  that  was 
ever  layed  for  the  Subjects  of  this  Kingdom)  wherein  all  corrupt 
inftruments  and  enemies  of  their  Countries  welfare,  of  what 
rank  foever,  are  to  be  called  to  anfwer  for  their  demerits,  and  to 
be  cenfured  accordingly.  I  fay,  let  them  fhew  how  poflibly  wc 
can  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  ACrt,  unlefie  a  Period  be  firft  put  to 
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this  ferfetttal  Parliament  (as  they  call  it)  which  indeed  is  rather  a 
Combinanion  of  Tyrants  Covenanted  together,  to  enthrall  their 
Country-men  in  perpetual  bondage,  a  very  Confederacy  of  Con- 
fpiratours  againft  the  Realm  and  Church :  therefore  'tis  undoubt- 
edly the  Kings  office  and  duty,  as  he  wil  anfwer  it  to  Almighty 
God,  to  do  hisutmoft  to  difband  them,  and  to  bring  them  to 
their  Legal  tryals9  and  this  he  may  do  without  making  War  a- 
gainft  his  parliament ;  nay,  (in  order  to  his  foJemn  obfervance  of 
the  laws)  in  defence  of  Parliaments.  Yea,  and  all  thofe  that  have 
taken  the  General  Protefiation,  are  bound  by  the  fame(as  wel  as 
by  their  Oath  of  Allegiance  )  to  aid  and  aflift  the  King  and  His 
Friends,  in  the  bringing  to  condign  Pmifkment  thefe  difhonourers 
of  Pari,  who  under  the  name  thereof,  have  fcandalized  and  defa- 
med its  reverend  efteem  and  dignity :  and  by  Force,  Pratlice, 
Councels,  Plots,  Conjpiracies,  and  all  other  Vraies  have  done  things 
contrary  to  every  thing  in  the Jaid  Protefiation  contained :  let  all  men 
read  over  their  Proteftation,  and  withall  confidcr  wel  of  thefe 
mens  doings ;  and  then  fpeak  their  Confciences  in  this  particular. 

But  further^to  anfwer  thefe  men,  though  they  think  they  have 
pofed  the  King,  when  they  fay,  How  can  he  deny  them  the  name  of 
a  Parliament  ?  Yet  let  them  know^that  not  only  his  Majefty,  but 
all  men  elfe  too  of  reafon  and  judgement,  may  both  deny  them 
the  name,  and  alfo  prove  that  ( in  the  trueft  and  beft  fenfe  )  it 
doth  in  no  fort  appertain  to  them  ;  for  as  S.  Paul  faid,  All  are  Rom- 
not  Ifrael,  that  are  of  Ifrael ;  fo  may  we  fay,  All  are  not  the  Parlia- 
ment, that  are  of  ^Parliament.  As  there  was  of  old,  a  malignant 
party,  that  flood  more  upon  the  Title  of  Ifrael,  then  the  true  Is- 
raelites did  :  fo  is  there  now  a  like  company,  that  make  more  ado 
about  the  Title  of  Parliament,  then  thofe  who  are  the  true  Mem- 
bers of  it,  whofe  endevours  rather  are(as  they  ought  to  be)  to  ap- 
prove themfelves,  by  their  actions,  worthy  of  the  name  :  our  Sa-  Iohn 
viour  in  the  Gofpel,  difpures  the  matter  at  large,  with  thofe 
falfe  Ifra^lites,  who  pleaded  luftily  againft  him,  (as  thefe  do  a- 
gainft  the  King)  that  they  were  Abrahams  Children,  which  our 
Saviour  denks  to  be  true,  in  the  right  and  beft  fenfe, /^,(faies  he) 
You  do  not  the  works  of  Abraham,  you  go  about  to  kill  me,  a  man 
Vvho  hath  told  you  the  truth,  (your  Saviour  and  your  Soveraign) 
fa  did  not  ^Abraham,.  I  defire  that  thefe  men  would  but  ferioufly 
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to  theif  confidences,  confider  whether  this  be  not  the  very  cafe : 
and  if  fo,  then  let  them  be  content,  that  the  King  fhould  imitate 
the  Sen  of  Go  J,  in  his  thinking  and  fpeaking  of  them;  and  deny 
them  to  be  a  Parliament  in  the  trueft  &  beft  fenfe,or  fome  time(as 
they  fay  he  doth)  yeild  them  a  Parliament  in  publick,  and  yet  fe- 
cretly  not  acknowledge  them  fo  to  be :  for  as  S.  Paul  yeilds  the 
Jews  to  be  Ifrae!,w&  yet  not  Ifrael  5  and  as  Chrift  yeilds  them  to 
be  Abrahams  Children,  and  yet  not  Abrahams  Children  :  fo  the 
King  may  yeild  them  to  be  a  Parliament,  and  yet  no  Parliament. 

Again,  as  the  Courted  of  Trent  is  denied  by  all  the  Reformed 
Churches  of  Germany  and  other  Countries,  to  be  a  true  Councel, 
becaufe  it  was  not  free  for  all  perfons  to  come  unto,  with  their 
Appeals,their  Complaints,and  their  Rcafons,  (as  Councels  ought 
to  be  )  for  thehoneft  Proteftant  party  were  not  admitted  a  fafc 
conduct,  but  in  danger  of  their  lives,  if  they  did  adventure  to 
come,  by  the  Maglignant  and  Popifh  faction,  who  bare  all  the 
fway,and  were  both  Accufcrs  and  Judges ;  fo  upon  the  very  fame 
Ground  may  this  Parliament  be  denied  t©  be  a  true  Parliament, 
for  a  Parliament  ought  to  be  free  ( 'tis  the  fpecial  Priviledge  of 
it)  for  all  men,  fpecially  for  its  own  Members,  all  of  them  ought 
to  have  liberty  to  fpeak  their  minds  and  confeiences,  and  all  the 
Kingdome  befide  to  bring  their  grievances  and  petitions  thither : 
But  in  this  particular  Aflembly,  which  they  call  the  Parliament, 
there  is  no  fuch  thing;  for  as  ztTrentfo  at  !Veftmin(?er>the  Malig- 
nant and  rebellious  Faction  alone,bear  all  the  fway,they  are  both 
Accufers  and  Judges,  they  imprifon,  murder,  perfecute  the  honeft 
fide  1  yea,  many  of  their  own  Members  they  have  forced  and 
driven  away  from  thence,  whereby  in  very  deed,  themfelves  have 
diflblved  the  very  being  of  the  Parliament,  and  made  it  to  be  no 
Parliament  at  all :  indeed  as  that  Aflembly  at  Trent,  is  cuftoma- 
rily  called  a  Councel,  and  therefore  (perhaps)  hath  that  appella- 
tion alfo,  even  among  the  Proteftants :  So  the  King  may  happily 
fomtimes  call  that  Aflembly  at  Weftminfter  a  Parliament  but  'cis 
only  fot  cuftome  fake,  and  becaufe  'tis  fo  fancied  by  the  Malig- 
nant party. 

Once  more,  upon  the  very  fame  grounds,  that  Rome  is  denied 
to  be  a  true  Church,  by  the  men  of  thisfaftion,  (which  we  are 
troubled  with)  may  themfelves  be  denied  to  be  a  true  Parlia- 
ment; 
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Bient ;  they  fay,  Feme  was  once  a  true  Chwch^t  its  firft  infiitnti. 
on  ;  but  now  fo  many  corruptions  have  crept  into  it,  that  it  hath 
un-Churched  it  felf,  and  is  become  no  true  Church  of  Chrift :  but 
even  the  very  Throne  of  Antichrift,  thus  they :  And  thus  may  we 
/ay  of  them,  they  were  once  a  true  Parliament,  at  their  firft  con- 
ftitution  and  meeting,  but  now  they  fwarm  fo  much  in  evils,  arc 
guilty  of  acling  and  authorizing  fo  much  wickedndfe,  that  they 
have  plainly  un-Parliamented  themfelves,  and  are  become  no 
true  Parliament,  but  even  the  Throne  and  Synagogue  of  Satait. 

Beft"des,a  true  and  compleat  Parliament,  (as  every  one  knows) 
confifts  of  Head  and  Members,of  King  and  People;  and  as  a  man 
without  an  Head,  is  no  true  man  ;  fo  a  Parliament  without  the 
King,  is  no  true  Parliament.  Indeed  if  the  King  fhould  come  to 
Weftminfter,  and  fit  amongft  them,  and  they  behave  themfelves 
towards  him  (  yet  at  laft  )  35 becometh  Chrifiians  and  Members 
of  that  Honourable  Court,  I  know  no  reafon  but  they  may  (  by 
the  Kings  mercy  and  favour) recover  again  that  truly  honourable 
N*mt  and  Tirh. 

Though  feme  affirm,  when  both  the  Speakers  fled  This  was  m- 
from  them  ( in  regard  of  thefe  late  tumults )  that  accor-  jFJrf1^ ?' 
ding  to  Law,  the  Parliament  wasdiflblved  ;  The  true  Accident! 
Parliament^  (they  (zy )  ran  away ^  and  that  which  now  re- 
maintth  is  an  Adulterous  Parliament^  a  very  tfunto,  and 
there  muft  ofnecef/ty  be  a  new  Writ  from  the  King^  to  the 
making  of  a  true  Parliament.  ( But  I  leave  that  to  be  ar- 
gued by  the  Lawyers )  My  obfervation  only  fhall  be,  ef 
Gods  Hand  in  that  bufinefle  :  Fiift,that  themfelves  were 
driven  away  from  the  Houfes,tn  the  fame  manner,  as  by 
their  procurement,  the  King  and  His  friends  were  for- 
merly. Secondly,  that  the  Almighty  by  his  permiffive 
Providence  hath  expofed  them,  ( who  thought  and  cal- 
led themfelves  a  perpetuall  Parliament)  to  be  denied  to 
be  any  Parliament  at  all,  by  their  own  Adorers,  and  to 
become  a  publick  fcorn  and  derifion,  by  the  means  or  af-  . 
fiftance  of  thofe  that  had  fo  many  years  together  paid 

their 
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their  devotions  to  them :  Let  all  the  world  admire  Gods 
wifdom:  And  let  all  that  fear the  Lord,  praife  his  holy 
Harne. 

And  thus  all  may  fee  whither  I  have  brought  thefe  men,  or  ra- 
ther more  properly  whither  they  have  brought  themfelves,  by 
this  their  impertinent  and  peremptory  queftion,  How  can  the 
King  deny  us  the  name  of  a  Parliament  ?  They  are  proved  to  be  no 
true'Parliament,  by  the  witneflc  of  Jems  Chrift,  ( who  is  Truth  it 
fclf  )  by  the  teftimony  of  S.Paul  in  a  like  cafe,  by  the  judgment  of 
all  Reformed  Churches  in  Chriftendome,  and  by  the  evidence  of 
their  own  dear  felves  and  faclionjn  their  way  of  oppofition  unto 
other  parties :  Wherefore  ftil  may  His  Majefty  in  truth,  and  with 
a  good  Confcience  fay,  as  He  did  at  firft,  We  again  in  the  preface 
of  Almighty  God,  Our  Maker  and  Redeemer ,  afure  the  world,  We 
have  no  more  thought  of  making  War  againft  Our  Parliament,  then 
againft  Our  oVvn  Children.  And  He  may  defire  ftil  no  longer  to  en- 
joy  the  Protection  of  Almighty  God,  upon  Himfeif  and  His  Pofierity, 
then  He  andThey  fhal  folemnly  obferve  the  LaVcs  in  defence  of  Par- 
liaments :  for  as  yet  He  hath  done  nothing  againft  His  high  Court 
of  Parliament,  nor  ever  wil  He  •  for  according  to  His  owne  ac- 
knowledgment, He,  and  that  are  like  Hypocrates  ftoins,  they  Veil 
live  and  die  together.  "  And  let  them  not  die,  but  live,  O  Lord 
tf  our  God  ;  Let  the  King  live,  that  Parliaments  may  not  die  ; 
€i  fave  thou  Him,  that  this  Kingdome  may  ftill  be  bleffed  with 
Cf  them  ;  and  in  thy  pitty  to  this  poor  Nation,  break  thou  in  pie- 
"  ces  this  confederacy  of  rebellious  men,  who  do  fo  earneftly  en- 
"  devour  the  deftruftion  of  both.  Put  thou  a  period  to  this  falfe 
a  Parliament,  (  which  they  refolve  flial  be  perpetual,  in  defpight 
6C  of  Thee,  O  God,  and  of  thine  Anointed)  that  we  may  have  the 
"  benefit  of  a  true  one,  for  the  mending  up  of  thofe  great  brea- 
"  ches  ( which  have  been  made  by  thefe  Confpirators )  upon  our 
u  Religion,  our  Laws,  and  natural  Liberties ;  yea,  and  upon  our 
tf  high  Court  of  Parliament  it  felf :  This  grant  (  O  thou  mighty 
<f  Majefty  of  Heaven  an  Earth)  for  thine  own  Honour  and  Iuftice 
a  fake,  and  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  our  Saviour.  Amen. 
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TO  THE  READERS. 

Readerst 

I Thought  it  recjuifite  (in  this  new  Edition)  to  prefix  a  few  words  u 
this  following  Pirji\k\,  becau/e  J under  ft  an  I  that  fome  few  per  fas  t 
( through  inadvertence)  have  taken  offence  thereat^  and  affirmed  of 
me,  thut  out  of  my  zeale  to  flatter  the  King,  I  had  blafphemci 
Chrift,  in  comparing  them  thus  together  r  H  eajome  of  them,  upott  their 
(fare  view  of  tho  fe  words  in  the  Title,  A  Parallel  between  the  fufferings 
of  our  Saviour  and  our  Soverai^ne,  have  prefently  (hot  their  boltt  (at 
tpen  byaffedwith  ignorance  and  prejudice  ujc  to  doe)  and  rejecled  the 
whole  Book^as  unwo  thy  their  further  injpettion.  Now  though  the  ready 
and  friendly  acceptance  which  the  fame  hath  found  with  the  Church  and 
people  of  God,  doth  fpeake  me  clear  e  in  the  opinwns  of  mo  ft  ,  fo  that 
I  need  not  fay  any  thing  to  vindicate  my  fel^e.from  the  inconf derate  cen- 
fure  of  thefe  few  iyet  hecau/e  Soutes  are  precious  things,  and  I  am  for- 
ht  Uien  (as  a  B>  other )  to  fuffer  <in  to  reft  upon  any  :  and  commanded  Lev. 
(as  a  Mmi^er )  to  inl'trucl  with  meeknefle  them  that  oppofe,  or  are  l7- 
contrary  minded  ;  therefore  I  muft  not  (lightly,  and  with  contempt  of  xJ"a*s 
them,  paffe  by  their  err  our,  (as  they  doe  my  Booke )  but  will  fpeak^fome* 
what  for  their  fattsfa8ion7  or  better  information  in  the  thing  which  thej 
take  offence  at. 

The  two  crime*  which  (at  one  breath)  lam  charged  ^ithally  are  Bla- 
fphemy  and  Flattery.  Concerning  the  firft,  may  my  Accufers  pleafe  t* 
know,  That  I  under  ft  and  not  the  word  Parallel  as  Mathematicians^, 
though  perhaps  if  I  did,  I  Jhould  not  (in  the  judgement  of  learned  men) 
tranfgreffe  much  -}for  with  them  a  Parallel  is  a  Parallel,  be  it  at  as  great 
*tdiftance>  as  betWixt  Heaven  and  Earth  :  but  I  intend  it  not  in  fo  exafl 
and  ftritl  a  fenfe  ;  I  take  it  onely  in  its  ordinary  acceptance ,  as  tis  com- 
monly ufed  amongft  m \  viz.  for  a  fimilitude,  a  likenefle,  or  a  refem- 
blance. 

May  they  alfo  pleafe  to  conjider ,  that  the  perfons  betwixt  whom  the 
Parallel  u  made,  are  Chriftus  Dominus,  &  Chriftus  Domini/  our  Sa- 
viour and  our  Soveraigne.  Tis  true  (as  they  objetl)  the  one  is  the  Eter- 
nall  Son  ofGOD,  and  the  other  a  Mortall  man  :  yet  Chrift  Was  Man 
too,  and  as  Mm  He  fuffer  ed,  He  was  in  all  Miferies  like  unto  us,  and  Heb.4-i). 
therefore,  fure  Be  cannot  Blafpheme,  that  fayesy  another  may  in  miferies 
be  like  to  Him  :  2^ay,every  true  Chriftian  muft  hdd  Parallel  with  Him 
(the  Captaine  of  our  Salvation)  in  fuch  things,  and  be  conformable  to  Heb.  2.1*. 
Him  in  fome  meafure  and  degree  h  'tis  fo  appointed,  fVe  muft  fuffer 

LI  2  with 
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fc**,.s.i7  with  Him  (fayes  the  Apoftle)  that  we  may  be  glorified  with  Him  % 
and  in  another  place,  He  inferres,  that  we  cannot  know  the  power  of 
Phil  ^oHisRefurreftion,  unlelTewe  havea/r//<7jry7j//?inHisfufFerings:  <iAs 
Iohn^o  4  ^e  WAS  tra^He edjclaundred,  cenfuredfor  2l  blafphemer  {as  lam  now) 
3*.  °  1  °'   w^m  He Jpoke  but  the  truth  ;  as  He  was  rejetled,  betrayed,  falfely  accn- 
fed,andun]uftly  dealt  withall,&c.fo  mttft  we  bt' fifed  at  one  time  or  other, 
*inthe  very  fame  kinde ;  and  this  is ,  to  have  <*fellowfhip  in  his  fufte- 
rings  :  or  {Vrhich  *s  all  one)  to  hold  Parallel  with  Him  in  His  forrowes. 

Tea,  we  are  $ften  told  from  His  own  mouth>  that  we  mufl  take  up  His 
Crofle,  and  follow  Him  :  That  we  muft  have  the  fame  entertainment 
^•10»36  in  the  world,  which  He  had:  And  it  cannot  be  {fayes  He  )  butof- 
Luke  17.  '  fencCS  will  come  :  injuries  will  be  offered  to  the  righteous,  {of  what  rank^ 
1,  2.        and  condition  foever  they  be)  though  woe  will  be  to  them  from  whom 
they  come,  or  by  whom  they  are  offered,  it  were  better  for  fuch  to  be 
thrown  into  the  Sea  with  milftones  about  their  necks,  then  fo  im- 
ployed.    A  dangerous  thing  it  is  {we  fee )  to  be  inftruments  in  making 
the  meaneft  {much  more  the  Supreameft)  Chnftian  conformable  to 
Chrift  in  fufTerings  ;  but  furely  to  demorftrate  and  note  the  fame  when 
it  is  done,  {which  is  all  that  lhave  done )  ought  not  to  be  called  or  entitled 
Blafphemy. 

UHay  my  miftakers  pleafe  therefore  to  obferve  well,  the  things  where- 
in the  Parallel  or  Refemb lance  is  made,  or  /hewn  to  be  :  It  is  not  in  ftmi- 
litude  o/finleffe  or  (pot leffe  nature: I  have  not  apply ed  or  communicated  to 
theKing  any  of  ^DivineAttributes,(^  fome  have  to  their  Parliament) 
r.or  doe  I  liken  him  to  the  Son  ofGOrD  in  meafure  of  graces,  nor  yet  in 
the  merit  of  his  innocent  fufTerings :  I  fay  not  they  are  fatisfaclory 
(as  Chrift s  were)  for  the  fins  of  his  people,  /  beleeve  indeed,  they  cry 
for  vengeance  rather,  though  I  know  His  Atajefty,  like  a  pious  Chriftian, 
a  gracious  ^Prince,  and  a  tender  Fathtr,  doth  endeazour  daily  that  their 
cry  againfl  its,  may  be  out-voiced  by  that  other  of  his  prayers  for  us. 

Nay  further  yet,  I  have  not  equalled  the  Kings  afflictions  and 
wrongs,  with  thofe  of  Chrift  in  mealure  and  degree,  /  have  "onely  noted 
their  likeneffe  in  kind  :  and  declared  Hiftorieally,  in  an  Obrervationall 
way,  ( and  that  by  evidence  of  many  particulars )  What  a  Jpecificall  ftmi- 
litude  there  is,  or  hath  been  betWixt  them  ;  upon  the\\ioich  I  may,  and 
doaffirme,  that  the  King  hath  t aft [t ?d of  'Chrift s  very  cup,  yea  drunke 
deep  of  hts  very  forrowes  :  and  as  the  Apoftle  faid  ofhimfeife,fo  may  I 
cf His  Majefty,  {and  yet  be  guilty  of  no  Blafphemy)  that  Hchith 
filled  up  that  which  was  behind,  of  the  Afflictions  of  Chnftin  his 
Col.  1. 24  fldh,  for  his  Bodies  fake  which  is  the  Church,  {Whereof  He  it  appoint- 
ed 
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td  Troteftor  and  defender,  )  viz.  for  its  imitation  and  confolation  ;  in  a 
like  condition.  And  indeed  we  the  perfected  and  opprejfed  Ai embers  of 
it  at  this  time,  looking  upon  the  mofl  Heroichjind  Chriftian  example  of 
our  King,  do  With  the  more  courage  and  patience  run  the  race  that  is  let  FLb.  i  i.r. 
before  lis:  aAnd  we  belecve 'tis  a  great  matter  of  rejoy ring  to our*So- 
veraigne,  that  He  is  thus,  at  this  time,  for  this  end  a  partaker  of  Chrifts 
fufferings  i  that  feeing  He  cannot  free  pu,  from  our  forroVres,  He  doth 
jet  flrengthen  us  under  them  by  Hh  oWrw ;  Thcfe  things  I  defer e  thre 
that  have  taken  Jcandall  at  me ,  to  confider  ferioufly  upm  ;  Which 
if  they  fkall  vouchsafe  to  do ,  I prefume  they  will  not  in  their  hearts 
ihink^me  a  Bhfphemer/or  faying  of  Him,whom  God  hath  fanftified, 
(  and  fitted  for  fitch  great  try  alls)  that  He  is  (at  leaft  in  this}  like  unto 
the  Son  <f  God. 

The  fecond  Crime  laid  to  my  charge  is  flattery  of  the  King,  Which  u 
fancy  ed  to  be  the  ground  of  the  former  :  I  blafphemed  Chrift  (fay  they) 
out  of  my  zeal  or  defire  to  flatter  the  King  ;  but  upon  due  confedera- 
tion, this  foundation  may  haply  prove  asvaine,  as  the  ftru&ure  upon 
it  hath  appeared  faulty  :  I  was  never  till  noW  ( that  JknoW )  taxed  of 
flattery,  though  (Iconfejfe)  often  of  indifcretion,  for  not  ferv'mg  the 
times  (as  others  did)  to  mine  oWn  advantage  ;  my  Lot  hath  hitherto  lien 
on  the  fide  of  the  opprejfed :  I  remember  well fome  fix years  agoe,  when 
Gods  Children  ( as  they  were  called  and  accounted)  began  fir  ft  to  turn 
Rebels  againft  their  King,  and  Apoftates,  from  the  Gofpell  (which  they 
had  formerly  profejfed,  While  they  were  in  this  their  more  proper  and  low 
•  Condition,)  divers  of  mine  acquaintance  met  together  about  me y  tocon- 
fider  what  the  reafon  was,  that  I  who  had  alwayes  tooke  part  with  the 
Church  and  people  of  God,  in  their  Afflictions,  did  thus  defert  them  in 
pro/verity,  noW  they  had  got  power  into  their  own  hands,  an  i  were  en- 
tring  into  their  long-expetted  floirrifoing  condition  :  it  was  confeffed,  that 
J  had  faithfully  difcharged  my  Confcience,  unto  that  prefent ;  and  had 
preached  again fi  the  irregularities  of  the  times,  and  had  f uff ere  d  much 
difturbance,  for  not  complying  with  the  ungrounded  fancies,  and  praUieall 
innovations  of  fome  men  :  ^And  after  feme  debate  to  this  purpo/e  r.o  rea- 
fon being  given,t  he  refult  of  all  was  this  *  Certainly  God  hath  even  gi- 
ven him  up  to  the  fprrit  of  madnefl'e.  Now  1  doe  verily  beleeve  that  1 
might  (upon  better  grounds)be  concluded  mad  at  this  prefent, both  by  themy 
and  many  others  if  I  Should  affetl  to  flatter  the  King,  as  the  world  now 
goes  with  him,  He  not  being  either  in  a  condition  or  in  a  way  to  be  fo  dealt 
wit  hall,  for  indeed  they  are  wayes  offinne  and  not  of  fufFeringe  that  flat- 
terers ufe  t*  ajfift  in*  Flatterers  are  men,  that  lookjit  themfi dves,  at 
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their  own  jpeedy  advantage,  and  therefore  are  unfeparakle  fervdnts,  eVt* 
Covenanted  H^ng-bjes  to  the  Militia  ;  they  love  not  to  flow  in  winter, 
they  fow  all  their  feed  in  fummer,  becaufe  they  lach^  patience  to  wait  long 
for  an  Harveft  ;  therefore  if  I  am  one  of  them,  certainly  lama  rare  one  ? 
for  my  flattery  appears  to  be  the  fruit  uf  my  faith  ;  the  thing  it  look/  **> 
i*  a  great  way  of,  even  in  Gods  own  hand  not  yet  vifible,  mr  fcarct  ere* 
dible  to  the  outward  fences. 

True  flatterers  (  as  I  was  faying  before  )  are  no  Purgatory  Hats,  but 
pure  Birds  of  Paradife,  Butterflyes  of  Pro/perity,  that  can  at  any  time 
(with  eafe )  leave  Gods  blefftngfor  the  warme  fun  -9  they  frequent  Weft- 
minfter  (now  a  dayes)  04  flyes  doe  the  'Butchers  fhambles,  where  fome- 
thing  is  to  be  gotten:  and  were  I  of  their  number  I  would  thither  too  ; 
and  there  tell  the  Lower  Houfe  that  they  are  the  fupream  power 
and  Judicature  in  the  Kingdome,  unto  whom  ali  other  powers  ought 
tofubmit.  I  would -never  juggeft  what  m*n  fay  of  them,  viz.  that  they 
are  ipfis  nati,  multis  noti,  &  omnibus  nocui,  empty  Vines  9 
better  knowne  then  trufted  3  and  Phyfitians  of  no  value ,  though 
at  firft  apprehended  defirous  to  cure  the  dileafes  of  the  State, 
yet  now  found  upon  experience  to  ftuJy  only  to  keep  them- 
felves  up,  and  their  patients  down  :  Irrould  never  talke  to  them 
offuch  jluffe,  but  I  would  tell  them,  that  all  the  people  doe  with  ail 
thankfulneffe  acknowledge,  their  unwearied  paines,  unceflant  la- 
bours, and  conftant  endeavours,  in  the  Common  caufc  of  God  and 
this  Kingdome,  and  that  the  Nation ,  doth  at  this  prefent  enjoy  a 
quiet  exemption,  from  all  illegall  impofitions,  a  blefled  deliverance 
from  all  tyranny  and  oppreflion ;  and  many  unparalleld  benefits 
and  freedoms,  by  their  fole  meanes  and  happy  Government :  I  would 
applaud  all  they  doe,  their  very  opening  of  Tavernes  and  Alehoufes  by 
command,  and  fhutting  up  (fhurch  dores  on  Chrifts  birth  d#y ;  their  Ji- 
lencing,  fujp ending,  and  imprifoning  the  Minifters  of  fefus,  for  taking 
the  opportunity  to  offer  the  knowledge  of  him  unto  the  people- 1  Would  war- 
rant them  they  did  all  things  well,  and  nothing  was  amiffe  in  their  doings ; 
though  their  infallibility  fhouldfal  into  contempt  yet  their  power  WH  carry 
them  out.  Thus  would  I  bufic  my  felfe,  and  thus  make  my  applications  to 
men  of  place  and  power  if  I  were  a  flatterer  ;  and  not  fiand  wafting  time 
and  words  in  /peaking  good  of  the  King,  unlrfft  He  were  in  a  more  {hi* 
ning  and  promiftng  Condition  :  I  thinly  mofl  men  of  common  fence  (  con* 
fidcring  His  Mayflies  prefent  ft  ate)  Will  trike  my  word  in  this  p*trticular$ 
andfo  acquit  and  difcharge  me  of  the  fecond  imputation, 

'But  now  let  me  ask?  my  Accufers  a  fcVr  qucjtions  :  would  they  in  their 
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good  natures  have  no  man  lay  to  Heart,  or  take  ne^lcc  of  the  fuflferings  of 
their  Soveraigne  ?  defire  thej  that  He  might  have  the  occafwn  alfo  to 
ufe  thofe  wordf,  Have  you  no  regard  allyotfthat  paffeby  the  way  ? 
Do  they  thinke  it  Was  Well  done  of  the  Priefl:  WLevite,  to  afford  no  com-  Luk  10.3  * 
pajfion  to  the  Wounded  man  ?  Would  they  have  me  carry  my  felfe  towards 
the  King)  as  many  of  my  Coat  (inthefe  dayes  J  have  done;  Helpeto 
Wound  Him,  and  then  divert  others  eyes  from  looking  on  Him  ?  mufi  I 
.  be  a  blafphemer  and  a  flatterer,  if  I  doe  r.ot  adde  fomething  to  His  bur- 
den,  and  Jpeake  of  Him  as  of  one  hated  of  God,  becaufe  afflitled  ?  Were 
lobs  friends  commended  by  the  Almighty  for  fo  doing  ?  let  them  deal  in- 
genueufly,  and  make  the  cafe  their  oWne :  fufpofe  themj elves  Were  in  the 
Kings  (condition,  afflitled  andWrong'don  every  fide  as  He  u :  and  I  (as 
a  Minifter)  Jhould  remember  them  of  their  Saviours  ft  (age  in  the  World ; 
and  JheW  them  how  in  many  particulars  their  condition  is  like  unto  His, 
eindthereupen  Jhould  fay  unto  them  in  the  Apoftles  Words,  Rejoyce  that  x  pet.4.1^ 
you  are  partakers  of  Chrifts  fufferings,  Would  they  account  this  Blaf^ 
phemy  and  flattery  in  me  1  Ifuppofe  not :  muft  the  King  then  alone  be 
deprived  of  the  Comforts  of  Gods  Word,  and  of  Chrifts  Example  f  muft 
thefe  together  With  thofe  of  His  Crowne  be  taken  from  Him  ?  then  I 
Would fay,  O  the  miferable  (Rendition  of  a  KinglThat  is  now  accomplijhed  * 
in  our  land  and  dayes,  Which  Moulin  Prophefied  Would  come  to  ^ccom-^ 
(  *f  fefuiticall  Jpirits  and  attempts  Were  not  prevented:  )  viz.  that  tts  pigment 
eve  n  a  panifhment  to  rcigne,and  the  Coronation  of  Kings  is  but  a  de-  of  Prophc- 
fignation  to  Mifery ,   a  confecration  of  facrxfices  markt  out  to  cies. 
(laughter. 

}f  ell,  be  advifed  all  you  who  thinks  all is yours :  who  ingroffe  to  your 
f elves  the  comforts  of  Gods  word,  as  Well  as  the geods  and  pofftjponsof 
your  Brethren ;  who  cannot  abide  any  body  Jhould  be  thought  well  of,  wa- 
le ffe  they  be  of  your  faction  ;  who  thinke  it  a  fn  to  fpeakjteverentlyto,  or 
efyour  Lord  and  Soveraign  :Who  call  Civility  flattery,  and  Truth  Blaf- 
phemy,  ifitlooketh  to  himward:  Be  advifed  (I  fay)  the  times  may 
change,  and  the  fc/«i  North- winde  may  bloW  upon  you ;  Judge  not  that 
you  be  not  judged,  fpeahjiot  to  the  grief  of  the  grieved,  but  rather  fe, 
as  your  felves  in  your  Afflictions  may  be  Comforted ;  for  with  what  M^W-1**' 
meafure  you  meat,  it  fhail  be  meafured  to  you.  Be  it  known  unto  you 
all,thts  Anointed  of  God  whom  you  have  pakt:ntcd,hoW  ever  He  hath 
been  neglettedand  is  ftill  rejetled  andrefnfed,  by  the  new  Mafter  buil- 
ders of  thefe  times  ;  yet  muft  be  the  very  Head  (rone  of  the  Corner  be- 
fore any  thing  can  be  f  Hied  among  us,  to  our  comforts  :  He  it  u  that  muft 
reduce  Ireland,  and  cempofe  Scotland  :  He  and  none  but  He,  can  make 
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up  the  fad  and  wide  breyhes  of  poor-  England  :  He,  He  is  that  right-han- 
ded man  or  darned  and  appointed  c f  Go  i  fort  hat  Happy  worke,  and  fur-* 
nifbedfrom  abov,e>With  Wifdome ,Mercy ,and abilities  to  ejfett  it  ;yea  His 

I  infpeElion  into  State  affaires,  especially  into  the  Conftitution  of  this  Nati  - 

tions  Government,  is  far  beyond  that  of  all  your  New  State-mongers  ;  He 
alone  is  able  to  do  more  in  fix  weekes/or  the  benefit  of  it,  by  His  directi- 
on (if  he  might  be  fuffered  togoe  about  it)  then  they  have  done  in  this  fix 
yeares  by  all  their  Confutations  :  yea  and  He  Who  (  by  that  Divine 
Jirengtb  beftoWed  upon  him)  hath  been  able  hitherto,  to  ft  and  under  fuch 
a  Weighty  burden  of  wrongs  and  forrowes,  is  onely  able  to  remit  and  for- 
give fo  many  and  fuch  High  indignities  as  have  been  offered  to  Him:  And . 
bdeeve  it,  ( all  you  Hi-s  guilty  and  diftruftfull  people.)  His  high  vertue 
and  Aiagnanimity  difdaines  to  take  revenge  upon  you  :  It  Would  be  difho- 
nourable  for  Him,  that  hath  Parralleld  With  Chrift  in  f$  many  other 
things,  not  to  conforme  alfo  to  his  example  in  pardoning  Injuries  ;  ye* 
and  in  praying  too,  Pater  ignofce  i His. 

I  am  perfwaded  that  nothing  but  the  Kings  prayer  can  ebtaine  Gods 
pardon  for  His  A  ffl  idlers  ;  it  is  worth  the  obferving  ;  the  Sin  of  Jobs 
friends  (and  \X>e  knoW  What  that  Was)  could  not  have  been  forgiven  if  Job 
Whom  they  had  afflicted,  (though  but  With  harfh  cenfures,)  had  not  been 

lob  12.  7,  *JWr  ixterce  (four  .-the  Lord  fail  to  Eliphas  the  Temanit.my  wrath  is  kin- 
died  againft  thee  and  thy  2  friends  —  wherefore  go  ye  to.  my  fervant 
Joby  and  offer  up  for  your  felves  an  offering,and  my  fervant  Job  fhail 
pray  for  you,  for  him  will  I  accept,  left  I  deal  with  you  according  to 
your  folly. 

To  conclude  therefore ,  let  me  advife  all,  that  have  had  any  hand 
againft  the  King,  in  the  cauftng  or  aggravating  of  his  forroWs,  that  they 
Would  fear  the  wrath  of  god,  Which  hangs  over  them,  for  the  fame  ;  and' 
(  in  pitty  to  their  own  Joules,  and  to  their  pofterity  )  that  they  Would  in 
true  humility  goe  to  their  Soveraignc  and  beg  both  his  Pardon  and  his 
Prayers $  zsfnd  fo,  by  giving  him  the  advantage  of  fheWing  his  mercy 
andgoodnejfe,  they  may  at  loft  (there  being  now  no  other  Way  left)  be 
helpers  in  making  him  to  appear  (  according  to  their  Word  at  firft) 

The  mojl  (jloriom  ^Prince  in  Qhnjlendome. 

The  God  of  all  power  and  grace,  bow  and  incline  their  Hearts 
unto  it.    <L^€men.  tsimen. 

In  the  P;ef.  at  the  beginning  of  the  Book,  p.  5. 1. 1  J.  for  commonly,  r.  commouUW. 
and  p. 6.I.20. r.tfz^d. 
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A  true  Parallel  between  the  Offerings  of  our  Saviour^  and 
our  Soveraigne^  in  divers  (peczall particulars. 

THus  have  I  (by  Gods  afliftance)  difcharged  this  part  of  a 
Sukjefts  But)  in  vindicating  my  Lord  the  King ,  from  the 
afperfion  of  thefe  men,  whereby  they  endeavoured  to  bc- 
fmeare  his  Honour,  in  their  malicious  Notes  upon  his  Letters ; 
they  aymed  to  make  him  (  as  the  Philiftims  did  Sampfon  )  an 
object  of  contempt  and  fcorne,  but  their  pillars  being  falfe,and 
therefore  weak,  whereon  their  building  fteod,  the  fame  is  fallen 
moftheavie  downe  upon  their  own  heads;  they  hoped  to  por- 
tray him  forth ,  according  to  the  Image  of  him  in  their  owne 
minds,  by  wrefting  his  exprefllons  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  mif- 
conftru&ion,  and  charging  upon  him  their  own  conditions^  but 
through  Gods  help,  thofe  filthy  Garments  they  arrayed  him 
with,  are  taken  off,  and  fent  home  to  their  proper  owners : 
And  what  is  to  be  done  now  ?  having  uncloath'd  the  King,  fhall 
I  fo  leave  him >  fas  many  falfe  friends  have  done,)  that  would 
not  be  fo  comely  ;  wherefore  I  will  prefent  him  onceagaine,as 
habited  in  another  mantle^  more  truly  his ,  then  that  other  was, 
though  put  upon  him  (for  the  moft  part )  by  the  fame  men; 
in  opposition  of  that  AcT:  of  theirs,  which  I  have  undone,  I 
will  fet  him  forth  in  Chrifts  Robes ,  ascloathed  with  (orr owes ; 
and  fhew  what  a  perfect  fimilitude  there  hath  been  and  is,  be- 
tween our  Saviour  and  our  Soveraign  in  the  foure  laft  years  of 
both  their  fufferings. 

Such  entertainment  as  Chrift  had,  fuch  ufagc  as  he  met 
withall ,  from  fuch  conditioned  enemies,  and  fuch  friends;  fuch 
temptations  as  he  was  affaulted  with,  fuch  wrongs  and  for  luch 
things ;  fuchcaufes  of  forrow,  and  of  complaint  in  all  particu- 
lars, even  in  fpecie ,  hath  our  King  had  in  the  like  manner :  ob- 
fervel  pray  you,  and  mark  it  well,  O  all  you  Loyall  Englifc 
Scottijh  and  Irifb ,  and  you  will  fay,  that  never  Prince  had  a 
more  perfect  fellowftiip  with  the  Son  of  God,  in  this  worlds 
miferies,then  yours  hath ;  never  was  Chrifts  jo\e  better  fitted 
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for  any,  never  did  any  beare  a  greater  meafureof  his  burden  : 
And  ifnearenefle  in  condition  here,  fore-fpeaks  a  nearnefle  of 
conformity  in  the  life  to  come  ,  as  the  tsfyoftle  teacheth,  then 
think  with  your  felves,  from  what  you  obferve,  how  fuperla- 
tively  glorious  above  other  Kings  will  yours  be  at  Chrifts  ap- 
pearing. 

Frrtt  of  all ,  was  Chrift  rejected  of  his  owne  people?  fo  the 
Text  fayes,  He  came  to  his  owne  and  his  owne  received  him  not ; 
Ioh. t. ii.      nay,  fo  farre  were  they  from  fo  doing,  that  they  denyed  the 
A€t  i  14       Holy  and  fuft  one ,  and  defired  a  LMnrtherer  to  be  granted  t9 
them:  This  hath  been  direflly  the  Kings  cafe  :  He  hath  been 
rejected  by  his  owne  people  ,  who  have  refufed  to  own  him  for 
their  King,  denying  the  Supreme  power  to  refide  in  him, 
which  they  have  laboured  to  take  from  him ;  yea,  with  open 
Luk.  19.14*      mouth  they  have  cryed  out ,  we  will  not  have  this  man  to  r eigne 
over  us,  we  are  none  of  his  Difciples ,  we  are  for  the  Parlia- 
ment',  they  have  preferred  Murderers  and  Robbers  before 
him,  chuling  rather  to  live  under  the  bioudy  and  iron  yoak 
of  fu-.h,  then  to  fnbmit  themfelves  to  his  moft  juft,  gentle,  and 
eafie  Government. 

War.  8.  10.  2.  Did  Chrift  complain  that  the  foxes  had  holes,  and  the  birds 

of  the  aire  had  nefis ,  but  himfelfe  had  not  where  to  hide  his 
head-,  and  may  not  the  King  take  up  the  fame  words  ?  all  that 
was  his,  is  taken  from  him ,  craftie  Foxes  and  ambitious  Kites 
have  feized  as  a  prey  upon  his  Houfes  and  Habitations:  when 
his  Majefty  at  the  beginning  of  thefe  Troubles,  had  travelled 
from  Shrewfbury  to  IVrexham  in  ^Denbigh/hire ,  and  being  to 
returne  the  fame  night,  he  difmifled  the  Gentry,  defiring  his 
ftay,  with  thefe  words,  Gentlemen ,  (jot  yon  and  take  your  refts, 
for  y  oh  have  Homes  and  Houfes  to  go  unto  ,  and  beds  of  jour  owne 
to  lodge  in,  and  (jod  grant  you  may  long  enjoy  them,  but  I  am  de- 
prived of  thofe  Comforts,  I  muft  intend  my  prefent  affaires ,  and 
return  this  night  to  the  place  from  whence  1  came. 

Mar.  4,  ;;.  3-  Was  thrift  tempted  in  his  neceflity  to  diftruft  God ,  u 

turneftones  into  bread  for  his  prefent  fuftcnance  ?  and  hath  not 
the  King  been  tempted  fo  to  doe?  fure  little  elfe  have  they 
allowed  him  to  live  upon :  Was  our  Saviour  moved  to  take 

Mar.4  68.  defperate  courfes,  tocafi  himfelfi  down  3  yea  to  humble  him- 
felfe 
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feffe  unto  his  Creature  ;  and  was  he  offered  to  be  made  a  glo- 
riousPrince  ,  if  he  would  fo  doe  .?  to  have  the  Kingdoms  of 
the  world  beftowed  upon  him  by  one  that  had  no  right  to  give 
them >  All  men  know  that  fuch  aflanlts,  and  fuch  motions,  with 
fuch  like  profers,  by  fuch  pcrfons,  have  been  made,  and  put,  and 
tendered  to  our  Soveraigne. 

4.  Was  not  Chrift  accounted  a  deceiver  of  the  people,  called  a 

fellow,  an  impoflor,  a  Malignant,  one  that  bad  a  D evill,  and  railed  j° Jj' 7* tu 
upon  in  all  places,whifpered  out  of  credit  where  ere  he  came,by  [©h^MM* 
a  Pharifaicali  brood,  who  fought  only  to  themfelves  menspraifes?  10.20. 
and  hath  not  the  King  been  fo  called,  intitled,  efteemed,  and 
ufedbya  like  felfe-feeking  generation-?  Indeed  Chrift and  the 
King  have  like  conditioned  Enemies,  great  pretenders  to  Reli- 
gion (  and  in  that  regard  of  great  repute  among  the  people  ) 
were  and  are  the  the  chiefe  oppofers  both  of  the  one  and  of  the 
other:  the  great  Sanedrim  orCounfell  at  Iernfalem  were  the 
Heads  of  the  Faction  againft  Chrift,  and  plotted  all  his  miferies, 
they  made  'Decreeszgimb  him  and  his  Followers,  and  molefted 
thofe  that  did  confeffe  him,  they  ftirred  up  the  people  to  cry  out 
upon  him,  and  countenanced  all  men  in  fpeaking  evilly  of  him  : 
they  hired  the  Souldiers  and  men  of  warre,to  go  out  with  (words 
and flaves  again (t  him,  and  (  as  if  he  were  a  thiefe  )  to  appre- 
hend him :  And  hath  not  the  Sanedrim,  or  great  Counfell  at 
Weftmintter  been  the  Authors  of  all  fuch  things  againft  the  King? 
as  Scripture  affirms  the  one,  fo  (alas)  doth  experience  confirm 
the  other. 

5.  As  Chrift  was  oppofedby  men  of  feverall  Sects  and  Facti- 
ons, as  by  Pharifees  and  S 'adduces,  who  were  at  odds  enough 
between  themfelves,  yet  banded  together  againft  him  :  So  is 
the  King  aflaulted  by  men  of  feverall  Religions  and  Opinions, 
as  by  Prefbyterians  and  Independents ,  who  are  divided  fuffici- 
ently  inter  fe,  yet  both  united  in  their  oppositions  againft  him  ; 

nay,  as  the  prophane  Herodians,  were  admitted  Aflociates  with  War-  $.  6. 
the  precife  lews  in  their  confpiraries  agairift  Chrift  ;  fo  the 
moft  vile  curfers  and  prophane  fwearers ,  (  being  apprehended 
likely,  by  their  greatneile,  weaich,  or  friends  to  further  the  de- 
figne)  have  been  admitted  by  thele  pure  conceited  fellows, 
into  their  combination  again- 1  the  King  j  and  advantages 
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taken  from  their  private  difcontentments,  to  hook  them  into 
their  Affociation. 

6.  As  Chrift  was  watched  in  all  he  did,  and  perverted  in  all 
hefaid,  if  any  thing  that  proceeded  from  him  could  be  wrefted 
to  a  wrong  fence,  it  rhould  be  furely  done,  but  no  notice  at  all 
would  be  taken  of  his  Venues  or  his  Miracles ;  yea,  he  was  oft 
accufed  for  his  eating  and  drinking  with  Publicans  and  /inner  s, 
even  by  thefe  men  that  would  allow  him  no  other  Company, 
for  they  had  thruft  him  out  from  among  themfelves,  becaufe 
he  difliked  and  reproved  fo  fharply  their  hypocriiie  and  bafe  car- 
riages ;  and  even  thus  hath  the  King  been  dealt  withall :  His 
actions  have  been  watched,  his  words  mifconftrued,  his  graces 
neglected,  yea  obfeured,  and  himfelfecenfured  for  his  followers, 
by  them  that  have  forced  him  from  their  own  fociety,  for  his  not 
allowing  their  unjuft  proceedings;  when  Chrift  was  2Xlerufa- 
thofe  his  Enemies  ftirred  up  the  people,  to  be  tumultuous 
againft  him,  and  to  throw  (tones  at  him  :  when  therefore  he  had 
withdrew  himfelfe  from  thence,  they  whifpered  furmizes  and 
fufpitions  of  him;  what  thinke  you  (fay  they)  that  he  will  not 
come  up  to  thefeaft  ?  fo  that  whether  he  were  prefent  or  abfent, 
he  could  not  pleafe  them,  they  were  never  content  till  they 
had  him  in  the  condition  of  a  Prifoner,  and  then  how  they 
ufed  him  the  Scripture  ftiewes.    And  even  this  hath  been  di- 
rectly the  Kings  condition,  when  he  was  at  PVeftminslcr,  Tu- 
mults were  raifed,  and  flones  and  blajphemies  caft  againft  him  ; 
when  he  was  retired  from  thence,  they  mouth  it  asfaftin  fug- 
gefting  mifprifions,  what  think^jiu  (  fay  they)  that  he  comes  not 
to  the  ^Parliament  ?  nay,  let  him  but  o&r  to  goe  thither  again, 
why  they  will  none  of  him,  but  are  ready  to  cry,  He  comes  to 
torment  us  before  the  time  :  unleffe  they  may  feize  upon  him  in 
the  nat  ure  of  a  Prifoner,nothing  will  give  them  fatisfaction;  and 
how  they  *  will  ufe  him  then,  we  may  eafily  conclude  by  their 
former  dealing  with  him  and  language  of  him. 

7.  Chrifts  Doctrine  though  uttered  with  better  Authority 
then  that  of  the  Scribes,  was  lefTe  regarded ;  he  and  that  too 
were  both  flighted  and  defpifed  ;  his  complaint  was,  // /  tell 
you  the  truth  you  will  not  believe  me,  nay,  they  forbad  the  peo- 
ple to  heare  him ;  the  Devill  is  in  him  (  cry  they  )  why  hear e  you 
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kirn?  they  would  have  their  owne  example  the  fole  rule  for 
all  men  to  go  bv,  in  their  regards  and  thoughts  or*  him  ;  Have  Ioh.7.48. 
any  of  the  Rulers  or  Pharifees  believed  on  him  ?  becaufe  they 
had  not,  they  expected  that  no  bodie  elfe  ihould  ;  thus  they 
dealt  with  our  Saviour,  and  have  they  not  even  fo  done  with 
our  Soveraign  ?  are  not  his  Ditlates  and  Commands  though 
uttered  with  farre  better  Authoritie  then  the  Votes  and  Ordi- 
nances his  Enemies,  of  letfe  obfervance  ?  are  not  they  and 
himfelfe  too  flighted  and  contemned  ?  may  not  he  alfo  com- 
plaine,  though  I  tell  you  the  truth, yon  will  not  believe  me  ?  do  not  Luk.ii.tf7'- 
the  Heads  of  this  Faction  againft  him  expect  that  all  mens  cre- 
dit to  him  and  carriage  towards  him  ,  fhould  be  ordered  by  the 
fquareof  their  owne  example  >  Hath  it  not  been  cried,  doe  any 
of  the  Worthies  of  Parliament  believe  him  ,  or  give  rejpetl  to  any 
thtng  that  proceeds  from  him  ?  Are  not  all  men  brought  into  a 
wretched  and  curled  condition  that  doe  not  in  this  conforme 
themfelves  and  their  judgements  to  the  Parliament  pra- 
ctice ?  I  would  to  God  all  thefe  particulars  were  not  too- 
evident. 

.8.  Chrifts  enemies  not  only  hated  and  abufed  him, but  forhis 
fake,  all  that  loved  him,  all  that  were  inftruments  of  others  be- 
lieving in  him,  it  is  faid  foh.  12.  that  they  confulted  how  they  I0h.i2.x05u; 
might  kill Lazaru*  alfo,  becaufe  by  reafon  of  him  many  believed 
infefus;  and  mod  urgent  were  they  with  our  Saviour  about 
his  Difciples, asking  him  of  them,  becaufe  they  would  have 
*  had  him  betrayed  them  into  their  own  hands;  which  he,*know-  ioh.13.19; 
ing  their  malice,  would  by  no  meanes  do:  nay,  this  was  his 
onely  requeft,  when  he  delivered  up  himfelfe  into  their  hands, 
that  his  Followers  might  but  have  their  lives  fpared  ;  /  fey  un-  \Q\^%^% 
to  you,  I  am  he,  and  if  you  feckc  me  let  thefe  go  their  way  :  And 
in  this  the  King  alfo  is  Chrifts  direct  Parallel,  for  all  his  friends 
are  hated  in  like  manner  for  his  fake ,  thole  that  are  inftru- 
ments of  working  a  good  opinion  towards  him  are  perfecuted 
to  the  very  death;  and  to  the  end  they  might  wreake  their 
malice  upon  fuch  ,  they  have  been  urgent  with  his  Majeftie  to 
deliver  up  his  friends  into  their  hands,  which  the  King  (accor- 
ding to  Chrifts  example)  thinks  by  no  means  he  ought  to  doe  ; 
yea,  and  when  he  hath  offered  up  himfelf  unto  them  (  as  wee 
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know  he  hath  done)  he  hath  made  only  Chrifts  requeft,  that 
his  friends  may  go  away  t n  peace  and  fafcty,  but  this  would  not  be 
granted;  for 'tis  Blond,  Bloud,  Royxll  Blond,  and  Loyall  Bloud, 
and  Chriftian  faithful!  Bloud,  which  thefe  bloudy  and  deceit- 
full  men  thirft  after,  nor  will  a  little  meafureof  it  fatisfie  their 
greedy  appetites. 

9.  Yea  and  asthofe  enemies  of  Chrift  would  have  no  man 
to  love  or  confeiTe  him,  fo  not  to  conceal  or  hide  him  from 
themfelves,  who  defired  above  all  thingstolay  hands  upon 
him;  and  therefore  they  fet  out  an  Ordinance  againft  haFbou- 
ring  or  concealing  of  him  ,  requiring  and  commanding  that 

Ioh.  11.57.  *f  man  h**™  where  he  I*™  they  Jhould  dt /cover  him  ;  And  tru- 
ly fo  have  the  Enemies  of  our  Kmg  done,  fet  out  a  like  Order 
to  a  like  purpofe,  though  wkh  farre  more  fevere  and  crnett 
penalties  to  the  contemners  of  it;  witnerTe  their  very  w<H*k, 
Die  Lun&  May  4.  1646.  Ordered  that  it  be\  and  it  is  hereby 
declared  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament  affembled; 
That  wh.t  ferjen  fotver  Jhall  harbour  and  conceal ,  or  kntw  of 
harbouring  and  c  oncealing  the  Kings  perfon,  and  /ball  not  reveale 
it  immediately  to  the  Speakers  of  both  Houfes ,  /ball  br  proceeded 
againfl  as  a  Traytor  to  the  Common-wealth  ,  and  forfeit  hu 
whole  eft  ate,  and  die  without  mercy* 

10.  In  a  word  ,  as  (Thrift  was  belyed  ,  Hindered,  bmayed, 
bought  and  fold  for  money,  reviled,  mocked  ,  fcorned  at ,  fpit 
on^numbred  among  tramfgrejfors ,  and  judged  to  befucha  one 

Mark.  15.28.  from  his  great  mifery,  and  from  the  fucceffe  his  enemies  had  * 
againft  htm,  and  at  iaft  put  to  death;  even  fo  hath  the  King 
been  ufed  in  all  relpecis  by  his  rebellious  people,  who  have  al- 
readie  a&ed  all  the  parts  which  the  Jewes  acted  upon  the  Son 
of  god>  thelaft  of  all  only  excepted,  which  may  alio  beexpedtd 
in  the  end  from  them,  when  oportunity  is  afforded  ;  they 
have  baited  him  weekly  for  four  years  fpace  at  the  (take  of 
icom ;  emptied  the  froth  of  their  fcurrilous  wits  upon  him, 
and  fpit  out  the  fcum  of  their  ulcerous  lungs  againft  him  ; 
they  have  crown'd  him  with  f  homes,  and  then  derided  at  his 
forrows,  faftned  him  to  his  Crojfe  (  as  I  may  fitly  fpeak  )  and 
then  bad  him  come  dowxe  from  it ;  no  man  could  poilibly  be  more 
vilely  ufed  then  he  hath  been,  numbrsihe  is  (  to  this  very  day  ) 
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among  tranfgreffours,  and  crucified  between  Theeves  on  both 
fides  ;  yea,  many  of  thofe  that  fuffered  with  him,  have  been  tor- 
mentors alio,  and  abufersof  him,  and  (like  that  wicked  Thiefe)  Luk  13.39 
even  becaufe  he  did  not  help  them  when  he  could  not,  have 
rail'd  upon  him. 

11.  And  further,  as  Chrift  was  thus  afflicted  by  his  open 
enemies,  fo  to  grcaten  the  burthen  of  his  forrowes,  he  was  too 
much  troubled  with  the  conteftations  of  his  own  followers, who 
ftrove  for  places  of  preferment,  and  -who  Jhould  be  the  great  eft  j^ar 
amongthem\  which  doubt  lerTe ,  was  no  fmall  moleftation  to 
his  heavenly  Spirit:  nor  was  this  all,  he  met  with  many  unkind- 
neffes  from  them  too,  he  was  rvottnded  in  the  houfe  of  his  friends, 
forfaken  of  his  Difciples,  when  the  times  grew  black  and  clou-         11  6' 
dy ;  yea,  and  afterward  his  very  Appftles  themfelves  fled  from        '  * 
him,  one  forfwore  him,  and  another  betrayed  him  ;  And  even 
in  this  alfo,  hath  the  King  been  like  unto  him ;  there  hath  been 
ftrange  dividons  and  drivings  among  his  Followers  for  place  and 
preferment,  to  his  Majefties  great  griefe  and  damage;  He  hath 
had  wounds  given  him  by  his  friends,  and  deep  ones  too,  they 
have  enlarged  his  forrowes ;  they  that  had  dependence  on  him, 
have  forfaken  him,  becaufe  his  afflictions  were  great  upon  him  : 
His  fervants  have  renounced  their  relation  to  him  ,  yea ,  thofe 
whom  he  truHedhave  betrayed  himy  they  that  eat  of  his  bread 
have  lift  up  the  heele  againft  him :  onely  Chrift  had  but  one 
Judas ,  whereas  the  King  hath  had  many;  but  Chrift  indeed, 
fynewwhat  is  in  man,  and  therefore  did  not  commit  himfelfi  unto  2.2^.2$', 
them,  in  whichknow  ledge  the  King  hath  been  defective,  and  fo 
hath  been  deceived. 

1 2*  Chrift  expected  that  his  three  fpeciall  Apoftles  whom  he 
chofe  out  of  all  the  reft  for  that  ptirpofe,  ftiouid  watch  and  pray 
with  him  and  for  him  in  his  greateft  Agony,  but  they  even  they 
(lumbred  and  Jlept ,  and  left  him  in  that  great  and  fad  houre  Mat  16. 40. 
to  tread  the  IVine-prejJe  bimfelfe  alone*  Even  fo  the  beft  of  us, 
from  whom  his  Majeftie  may  expect  moft  fpeciall  fervices  of  this  tf.6*. 3. 
nature  in  his  agonies  and  forrowes,(for  that  we  are  ordained  on 
purpofe,in  regard  of  our  office  and  calling  to  watch  and  pray: ) 
Alas,  wefleep,  we  faile  in  fuch  our  duties  for  him;  we  have 
kft  him  in  a  manner  quite  defolate,  that  he  may  take  up  to 
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himfelfe  that  word  of  Chrift,  and  fay,  of  my  peopls  there  was  none 
with  me:  And  as  our  Saviour  (notwithftanding  that  failing  in 
dutie  towards  him  in  his  neceffitie)  didexcufethe  weakneffe  of 
his  Difciples ,  the  fpirit  (fayes  he  )  is  willing ,  but  the  flejh  is 
weake ;  fo  hath  our  King  done ,  even  excufed  the  failings  of  his 
Subjects  towards  him  :  How  oft  hath  he  been  heard  to  fay  of 
many,  they  are  willing  to  help  me,  but  are not  able ;  and  when 
he  heard  related  the  weaknefie  of  one,  who  (Peter/ike)  had 
favedhis  life  by  a  recantation,  the  man  (fayes  he)  I  thinks  is 
honeft ,  and  loves  me  welly  only  he  is  affraid  to  die*  \t * ^ 

13.  But  to  draw  to  a  conclufion,  as  Chrift  deferved  none  of 
this  hard  meafure  (which  he  found)  at  the  hands  of  thofe  that 
offered  the  fame ,  he  ahvayes  merited  their  greateft  refpecl, 
and  loving  affections,  many  goodworkes  (faith  he  J  have  I  done, 
fir  which  of  them  doth  you  ft  one  me  ?  Many  Sermons  had  he 
preached,  many  good  ^Prayers  had  he  made,  many  Difeafeshzd 
he  cured,  manie  Miracles  had  he  wrought,yet  all  was  forgotten, 
malice  and  fpight  did  raze  out  the  remembrance  of  all :  So  the 
King  hath  deferved  nothing  but  good  from  the  hands  and  hearts 
of  his  Subjects :  He  may  alfo  fay,manie  good  Atls  of  Grace  have 
I  pafTed  for  your  benefit,  O  my  people,  manie  blejfmgs  have  you 
enjoyed  under  my  Government,  manie yeares  of  peace  ancl  plen- 
ty under  my  protection,  for  which  of  them  do  you  thus  hunt 
me,  thus  perfecute  andmoleftme  f  Indeed  Chnlts  enemies  fin- 
ned againft  their  own  Confcicnces  in  all  they  did  againft  him,  as 
appeares  by  that  their  faying,  if  we  let  this  man  alone ,  all 
will  believe  in  him :  as  if  they  had  faid ,  he  is  fo  holy  in  his 
life,  fo  true  in  his  fayings,  fo  gracious  and  good  in  his  conven- 
tion, fo  mild,  fo  fwect  and  affable  in  his  whole  carriage,  that  we 
are  like  to  lofe  all  our  credit  with  the  people ,  unleffe  we  mine 
him,  and  therefore  on  purpofe  they  belyed  and  beflandred  him ; 
yea,  by  all  means  laboured  to  engage  the  people  with  themfelves 
againft  him  ;  yea,  they -made  them  their  inftruments  to  doe  him 
all  the  mifchiefe,  and  perfwaded  them  that  in  their  fo  doing, 
they  did  God  goodfervice  :  Thus  the  Kings  enemies  alfo  have 
gone  againft  their  owne  Confciences  in  all  their  doings  againft 
him  ,  and  for  the  very  fame  reafon,  they  know  him  to  be  fo  full 
of  grace  and  goodnelfe ,  that  if  people  were  but  let  alone,  they 

would 
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would  quickly  all  adhere  unto  him,  and  fo  themfelves  of  all  men 
fhould  become  the  moft  odious;  to  prevent  which,  they  have 
bedaubed  him  with  lies  and  (landers,  and  engaged  the  people  to 
be  their  inftruments  to  perfecute  and  abufe  him,  yea,  and  made 
them  to  think  that  they  ferve  God  in  fo  doing. 

14.  Laft  of  all,  thoTharifees  pretended  jalutem  populi  in 
all  thefe  their  doings  againft  Chrift,  and  that  they  did  all  for  the 
good  of  the  Common- Wealth,  better  one  main  die  (fayes  the  ioh.11.4f. 
chiefeof  them)  then  all  the  people  per ifh;  yet  Pilate  eafily  per- 
ceived that  all  was  out  of  meer  envy  and  malice,  and  therefore 
askes  them,  what  p articular  aecufation  they  could  bring  againft  Ioh  l8 
few,  but  they  could  alledge  none,  only  they  tell  him  in  gene- 
rall  termes,  if  he  were  not  a  Malefatlor^  we  would  not  have 
brought  him  before  thee  :  He  muft  take  their  words,  and  con- 
trary to  his  own  fence  believe,  that  they  were  too  holy  to  har- 
bour envy,  or  to  doe  any  thing  againft  any  man  without  caufe ; 
indeed  afterward  they  inferred  plainly,  that  the  reafon  why  they, 
fought  to  take  away  his  life,  was  becaufe  he  was  their  King ; 
He  makes  himfelfe  a  King  (fay  they)  and  therefore  isnotffafars  19.13. 
friend:  S.  ^Matthew  fayes,  that  this  was  his  very  acculation, 
which  Pilate  fee  over  his  head  on  the  Croffe,  Iefus  ofNaz,a-  Mat.27.37. 
nth  King  of  the  fewes,  whirh  was  in  effect  thus  much;  This 
lefuswas  accufed,  and  thus  crucified  (  as  you  here  fee  )  only  be' 
caufe  he  was  King  of  the  Iewes :  The  Pharifees  ( indeed  )  would 
feavehad  him  altered  the  words,  andfet  down ,  becaufe  he  j aid 
he  was  the  King  of  the  Iewes :  but  fayes  Tilate,  quad  fcrtpfi,  Ioh.19.if. 
fcripji,  what  I  have  written  is  the  truth,  and  fo  it  ihall  ftand, 
in  Hebrew,  Greeks,  and  Latine,  that  all  the  world  may  know 
your  Jewifh  bafenefle .    Thus  were  their  dealings  with  our 
Saviour,  and  thus  alfo  have  our  Englifh  Jewes  in  all  refpects 
dealt  wich  their  Soveraign  *  they  have  pretended  falutem  populi, 
theprefervation  of  the  Common-Wealth,  as  if  that  were  like 
to  perilli  if  he  did  not;  yet  one  that  hath  but  a  Pilates  eye, 
a  meer  naturall  eye  ( if  not  coloured  with  Rebellion  )  may 
plainly  fee  that  the  root  of  all  is  meer  envy  and  malice ;  let 
any  body  aske  the  chiefe  among  them,  what  perfonall  evill  or 
aecufation  they  can  bring  againft  the  King,  there  can  be  no- 
thing anfwered,  but  in  generall  termes,  if  there  were  not  a 
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caufe,  if  he  were  not  a  malef after,  His  great  Councell  would  not 
doe  as  they  have  done  againft  him :  But  what  that  caufe  is,  or 
wherein  he  is  fo  faulty,  cannot  be  made  manifeft,  only  their 
words  muft  be  taken  againft  all  fence  and  reafon,  nay,  they 
have  plainly  inferred  (as  hath  been  obferved  )  that  they  feek  his 
ruiiie,  becaufe  he  is  a  King,  and  would  maintaine  Monarchy: 
He  that  makes  himfelfe  a  Monarch  or  a  King,  is  no  friend  to  the 
Parliament :  Well,  when  he  is  dead,  as  I  think  no  wife  man 
•Mtisoncof    expects  otherwife,  but  that  they  will  murder  htm  *  openly,  or 
their  Ten  nts,  f.cretiy  ihorten  his  dayes,  if  they  can  get  him,  and  God  doe  not 
thatevjllrx.ny    in  a  miraculo-us  manner  agatne  deliver  him  -  for  as  nothing  but 

A^uWick  Chrifts  Crucifixion  would  Pkafe  che  J£  wes  of  old>  fo  n^thin§ 

^oodfand  but  tne  Kings  extinction  will  fatisfiethe  malice  oi  fome  in  this 

thatoalyis,  Age:  but  I  fay,  when  he  is  dead,  we  fhallin  this  one  thing  imitate 

whatthey  fo  pUau,  and  puolifh  to  all  the  world  his  accufation  and  caufe  of 

andfo«4ofa  hisdeath'  Thls  ^  be  hisTlcle:  Carolus  GrattofttSyRex  <>An- 

£hemhave°  gti*  '•   Charles  the  G rations,  King  of  England,  was  -put  to 

vented  their  death  by  the  Tharifaicall  Puritans  of  his  Kingdome,  only  hecaufe 

intentions  to  he  was  their  King,  and  in  many  refpetls  fo  like  unto  lefus  (fhrift 

this  purppfe  the  Worlds  Saviour.  I  wuli  with  my  foule,  and  I  pray  with  my 

(evenfince  he  hmr  that  they  may  yet  at  length  prevent  us  in  this,  bv  their 

hathbeenin  c  ■       a  tj       r           c                           i.      i         i    y    t  • 

then-  power)  un^eignecl  Humiliation  for  the  wrongs  they  have  done  him, 
in  fuch  black         by  tne*r   r*gnc  acceptance  of  him  and  obedience  to 

expreflions  as  him, 

I  ti embk  to  xhus  have  I  fhown  in  many  particulars  how  fitly  the  Kings 
r  -  !u$tr'mg5        parallel  with  thofe  of  Chrift;  I  might  inftance 

in  more,  but  I  hope  the  well  difpofed  from  this  which  hath  been 
faid,  will  of  themfelves  make  obfervation  of  the  reft.  Imight 
here  alfo  evidence  on  the  other  fide,  How  his  Majefties  Ene- 
mies doe  refemble  him  whom  themfelves  call  Anti-chrift,  in 
their  conditions;  yea,  I  could  by  comparing  their.doings  (in 
this  their  generation,)  with  the  worft  Afts  of  the  worft  of 
Popes  in  feverall Ages,  demonftrate  tu  the  world,  that  thefe 
men  of  all  men,aremoft  like  them  :  but  mine  aymes  are  not 
fomuch  to  decypher  them,  as  to  offer  a  true  pre  fen  tm  en  t  of 
the  King  unto  his  people  •  to  declare  his  vertues  and  wrongs 
(which  they  labour  to  conceale)  is  rather  my  work,  then  to 
proclaim  their  ungodlineffe,  which  indeed  fp^aks  it  ielfe  loud 

enough 
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enough  without  my  difcovery.  And  truly,  had  it  been  polliblc 
forme  to  have  healed  the  wounds  made  by  them  upon  my  So- 
veraignes  Honour,  without  laying  open  their  corruptions ,  I 
fliouldnot  have  mentioned  them  lo  much  as  I  have  done:  for 
my  delights  are  not  to  oe  fhrrmg  in  fuch  obftene  and  ftinking 
puddles;  But  all  men  know,  thac-he  who  takes  upon  him  to  ]u- 
ftifie  the  Righteous,  mu't  of  neceffity  condemns  the  wicked,  the 
goodneffeof  the  one  cannot  be  vindicated,  unkfle  the  vileneffe 
.of  the  orher  be  detected  ,  fpecialiy  wht:n  they  thus  ftand  in 
competition;wherefore  omitting  what  might  be  fpoken  of  them 
to  this  purpofe,  I  fhali  rather  (as  Chrifts  Minitter)  apply  my 
felfe  to  fpeake  unto  them,  after  I  have  uttered  a  few  words  to 
thofe  well  meaning  Common  people,  who  have  been  fedu- 
ced  by  them,  whom  in  the  tirft  place  I  defire  to  liften 
to  mee. 


Sect.  XXVII. 

k^4  ferious  and  Brotherly  Difcourfe  to  the  [educed  and  op- 
preffed  Commons  of  this  Nation^  their  danger  om  con- 
i  tion  related^  divers  and  nectary  confederations  pro- 
pounded to  their  thoughts  to  dtflwide  thtmfrom  f  erf  fling 
in  their  pr  f  nt  way  :  7 heir  objection  of  keeping  their  late 
Oath  and  Covenant^  Anfmrcd. 

CCuntrey-men  AndfeRoW'Sub]ec~is,\o\\fe£:l  have  dealt  with 
vou  as  Pt/ate  did  with  thefe  people  of  the  Jewes,  whom 
the  fuDtili  Pharifees  had  pr'. vailed  with,  co  pe  their  inftruments 
in  feeking  Chufts  ruine;  for  he  defiring  to  di  ert  them  from 
further  proceeding  in  fo  evill  a  way ,  againfc  Co  juft  a  Perfon, 
brought  him  fort.h  before  their  eyes  crowned  with  Thorns,  and 
arrayed  with  forrowes,  and  bad  them  "Behold  the  man-,  fup- 
pofing  that  the  fight  of  his  griefs  Uready  furll  red,  by  the  wrongs 
and  abufes  already  orTered,woild  maki  them  defill:  from  offering 
more ;  So  I  defiling, with  my  foule  ( as  God  is  my  witnefle)  to 
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flop  you  in  this  your  ungodly  way,  which  the  crafcie  Tharifees 
of  thefe  times  have  thruft  you  into*  and  toftay  youfrom  fur- 
their  endeavouring  your  Kings  deftruction ,  havefet  him  before 
your  eyes  in  the  fame  lad  and  afflided  condition  that  Chrift  was 
in,  and  whereinto  yonrfdves  (alas)  have  helped  to  bring  him : 
Now  I  bdeech  you  all  £*W^<?  A***;  confider  how  much  you 
have  wronged  his  innocence  already,  and  abufed  his  goodneffe; 
and  whether  you  have  not  ftiewne  unkindneffe  enough  unto 
him,  who  hath  been  unto  you  the  Author  of  fomuch  good  ,  fo  . 
many  yeares  together. 

You  will  fay,  had  we  lived  in  the  dayes  of  Chrift,  we  would 
not  have  joyned  with  the  Tharifees  in  perfecuting  and  abufing 
him  and  his  Difciples;  and  yet  you  are  partakers  in  the  like 
evills ;  will  you  difallow  of  fuch  things  againft  your  Saviour , 
and  yet  act  them  againft  your  Soveraigne}  Have  you  any  other 
evidence  againft  the  King  then  thofe  people  had  againft  Chrift, 
the  bare  teftimony  and  report  of  his  deadly  enemies?  <h? 
have  you  any  better  warrant  from  Gods  Word,  to  rife  up  and 
cry  out  againft  the  one,  then  thofe  had  to^do  fo  againft  the  o- 
ther?  furely  you  have  not:  O  foolifh  people  (therefore,)  and  un- 
wife,  who  hath  bewitched  you  ?  who  hath  perverted  you  ?  I 
know  you'l  fay ,  even  they  whom  we  thought  we  were  bound 
to  follow,  (foil*)  our  Teachers  and  our  Leaders;  true,  and 
God  ihall  require  your  bloud  at  their  hands  $  but  in  the  meane 
time,  if  you  die  in  this  way,  you  will  die  in  your  fin,  for  as  Efiy 
£fay  9. »  6  fayes,  the  Leaders  of  this  people  caufe  them  to  erre,  and  they  that 
are  led  bj  them  are  deftroyed  >  that  is ,  are  in  the  undoubted 
way  unto  deftru&ion  5  and  what  will  you  doe  at  the  end 
thereof  ?- 

Perhaps  your  confciences  are  yet  affeep :  fo  was^W^'s,  tiil 
his  worke  was  quite  done,  his  Matter  murthered ,  and  himfelfe 
received  his  wages;  but  then  it  began  to  open  indeed ,  and 
fo  to  roare  within  him,  chat  it  debarred  him  quite  from  all  con- 
tentment in  his  money;  for  he  brings  that  back  to  them,  who 
had  employed  him^  and  makes  his  moan  unto  them,  and  perhaps 
cxpe&s  comfort  from  them,  but  they  having  ferved  their 
turnes  of  him,left  him  in  the  bryers,  whereinto  they  had  brought 
Mar.  ^7  4,      him,  and  rejected  his  complaint  with  a  quid  hoc  *4kos>  what 
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is  it  unto  us,  fee  you  to  it ;  their  owne  confciences  did  not  yet 
ftirre,  nor  had  they  any  refpeclat  all  to  the  troubles  of  his 
fpirit. 

Now  truly  friends,  this  will  be  the  condition  of  many  of 
you,  when  you  have  damn'd  your  foules  in  ferving  the  lufts  of 
thefe  men,  and  think  to  enjoy  comfort  in  that  wages  of  iniquity \ 
(the  Eftates  of  other  men  which  you  gape  after,  and  is  promifed 
unto  you  as  the  price  ofbloud)  then  will  the  doores  of  your 
confciences  be  unlocked,&  the  fence  of  your  guilt  will  make  you 
as  fick  as  he  was,  both  of  your  rewards  and  lives,  and  then,  if 
ou  lament  and  cry,  we  have  finned  in  {pilling  innocent  b loud,  the 
loud  of  ourSoveraigne,or  the  bloud  of  our  Countrey-men  that 
never  did  hurt  or  harme  unto  us,  they  that  brought  you  into 
thefe  miferies,  however  they  courted  and  encouraged  you  be- 
fore, will  reject:  your  complaints  with  a  quid  htcadms}  you 
fhouldhave  looked  to  thefe  things  before  hand ;  for  Pharifees 
will  be  Pharifees  unto  the  worlds  end. 

It  is  a  fearefull  thing  to  be  given  up  to  ftied  bloud ;  King 
James  would  fav,  if  God  Should  leave  him  to  kill  a  man>  he  would 
thinly  God  did  not  love  him-  and  I  believe  your  felv<  s  were  of 
the  fame  opinion,  all  the  while  the  Doctrine  of  Jefus  Chrifl: 
(which  commandeth  love  to  enemies)  did  feafon  yeur  hearts; 
but  what  a  ftrange  alteration  is  there  now  in  your  difpofitions, 
fince  the  Doctrine  of  Devils  hath  been  preached  unto  you,  for 
no  other  is  this  of  butchering  your  brethren,  of  killing,  flaying, 
and  deftrojing  ,  then  the  doctrine  of  him  who  is  a  murtherer 
from  the  beginning  :  you  would  not  have_been  hired  heretofore 
to  have  acted  the  executioners  part, which  is  a  lawfull  office,  up- 
on a  Malefactor  condemned  by  lawfull  Authority,fo  tender  you 
were  of  fhedding  bloud  ;  but  now  you  make  no  fcruple  at  all 
of  it,  you  are  greedy  and  thirfty  ( many  of  you)  to  fpill  the 
bloud  of  Innocents  only  for  their  conftancy  in  that  Dottrine  of 
Obedience  and  Loyalty  to  the  King,  which  your  felves  alfoin 
•Chrifts  Schoole  have  been  inftructed  in  ,  meerly  upon  the 
temptation  and  motion  of  them  you  call  the  Parliament  3  who 
have  no  more  Authority  over  the  lives  of  men  without  the 
Kings  allowance ,  then  your  fervants  have  over  yours ;  nay, 
vvhich  is  more  ftrange  yec,  you  are  bewitched  by  their  feductiony 
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to  think  that  in  killing  your  Brethren  you  do  God  fervice,  though 
Ioh.i6.2jS,     our  Saviour  fore-fpeaking  of  this  very  particular ,  fhewes  the 
ground  of  this  ill  opinion  to  be  only  ignorance  of  God,and  want 
of  knowledge. 

Nay,  not  only  thofe  that  have  been  Agents  or  Souldiers  in 
this  Rebellion,  but  in  like  manner,  all  you  who  have  willingly  ' 
contributed  Plate,  Moneyes,Horfes, or  any  thing  tending  to  the 
advancement  of  it,  Ifeareyouare  under  the  guilt  of  bloud,  and 
will  be  indicted  one  day  at  Gods  barre  as  acceffaries  to  all 
thefe  evills  that  have  been  committed  againft  the  King  and  a- 
gainft  your  brethren ;  all  the  men  and  all  the,  women  that 
brought  in  their  Salts,  Spoones,Rings,and  Thimbles,  by  the  fug- 
geftion  and  pcrfwalion  of  falfe  Teachers,  mnft  hold  up  their 
hands  at  Gods  Tribunall  as  guilty  perfons,  fordoing  things  (by 
the  feduclion  and  example  of  others)  fo  cieane  contrary  to  that 
light  of  the  Gofpell ,  which  fo  many  years  together  had  been 
taught  unto  them.  O  friends  \  ftrong  and  ftrange  is  the  delufion 
that  is  fallen  upon  you,  and  thick  is  the  veile  that  is  over  your 
eyes,  farre  are  you  gone  without  looking  back,  and  mod  dif- 
ficult is  it  yet  to  perfwade  vou  to  it :  I  have  often  feared  with 
my  felfe  that  place  in  S  fay ,  to  have  too  neer  a  relation  to 
E  fa. 6,io,n.  you,  The  hearts  of  this  people  are  made  fat,  their  eyes  dim,  and 
tares  heavie,  and  to  continue  fo  till  the  Cities  be  wafled  without 
an  inhabitant,  the  houfes  without  man,  and  the  Land  be  utterly 
defolate. 

I  befeech  you,  in  the  bowels  of  Jefus  Chrift  ,  think  ferioufly 
upon  the  matter,(0.that  I  could  perfwade  you  to  it)  while  there 
is  time  for  repentance  ,  and  faveyour  [elves  at  length  yet ,  from 
A£  1 40  *^  untoward,  generation ;  break  cheir  \  oak  from  oft  your  necks, 
renounce  their  focieties,  have  no  more  to  doe  with  them,  read, 
mark  and  ponder  upon  that  place,  Prov.  1. 1 :.  to  the  2  .  Verfe, 
and  remember  from  whence  vou  ire  fallen,  and  return  to  your 
Loyalty ;  O  Countrey-men,  Return^  return;  and  to  provoke  you 
more  carneftly  hereunto,  GOrtiider  vitn  your  owne  hearts  of 
thefe  particulars. 

1 .  Whether  this  way  wherein  vou  have  gone,  be  not  directly 
oppofirc  both  to  Chnfts  D 9  SMti  ?  and  *  sample  ?  doth  not  the 
Rom.  1 3.7.      Gofpell  com  .nand  to  give  tribute  to  whom  a  ribute  is  due,  feare  to 
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fvhomfeare^and  Honour  to  whom  Honour  belengeth?  and  doth 
it  not  teach  that  all  thefe  appertain  to  the  King?  and  yet 
have  they  not  all  been  with-held  from  him  ?  was  not  our  Savi- 
ours practice  in  this  particular  moft  remarkable  for  our  imita- 
tion; He  wrought  but  one  money  miracle  while  he  was  on  the 
Earth,  and  that  was  to  have  wherewithal!  to  pay  fefar  his  Ho- 
mage; and  him'felfe  laves  he  did  it,/^#  he  {hould offend>  fo  care-  Matb,i7« 
full  was  he  not  to  difplcafe  the  King ;  and  being  tempted  at  a- 
nother  time,  to  give  lome  countenance  for  with-holding  the 
Kings  Rights,  difclaimed  the  motion,  and  cryed  out,  redde  C<tf&- 
rirfrta  funt  fafaris,  &  "Deo  qu<e  funt  Dei;  inferring  that  God  Math.*i.ii 
ndCefar in  fuch  matt ers  go  together;  to  injure  the.one  is  to 
wcong  the  other,  for  God  hath  commanded  that  Ctfar  be  ho- 
noured, and  that  all  which  is  his  be  rend  red  to  him  :  Now  whe- 
ther you  and  your  Leaders  have  done  according  to  this  doctrine 
and  example,  let  your  ownconfeiences  judge. 

2.  Confider  whether  this  wav  wherein  vou  have  gone  be 
not  alfo  contradi&ive  to  the  Law  of  the  Land  :  The  denyall  of 
the  King*  Supremacy  in  £b;s  jKingdoxne,  hath  been  wont  to  be 
a^counr^ed  fo  heinous  an  offense ,  that  he  who  is  guilty  of  it, 
bjudgvdoy  the  Law  to  die  as  aTra\tor  :   And  the  doing  of 
an\  thing  in  prejudice  of  the  Kings  Authoritte,  as  the  railing 
of  Forces  without  him,  nay  the  having  out  thoughts  of  mifchief 
towards  him,  though  they  never  breake  forth  into  Action,  is 
reckoned  by  the  Law  for  no  Leffe  then  High  Treafin,.  and  fome 
have  fuftred  death  for  fuchfhjngs.;  nay,  further  yet,  the  bare 
inftilling  mifcouceits  of  the  King  into  the  people,  to  with-draw 
their  afrcclioiis  from  him,  hath  even  in  this  very  *  Parliament  ★  In  the 
been  cald  High  Treason  :  Now  whether  the  Kings  Supremacy  ,not  Charge  a- 
only  in  things  SpimvaiU  but  alfo  Temporal!  be  not  denied,  and  gainftthe  Eai 
whether  hy  your  opposition  to  hisMajeities  Perfon  andconv  of  Stra^or  ' 
mands,  and  bv  whifpenng,  yea,  by  open  fpeaking  evilly  of  him, 
andconfentipg  to  what  hath  been  written  againlt  hira,you  have 
not  made  your  felves  guilty  of  that  grand  Crime  3  let  your  own 
confeiences  alfo  determine  unto  you. 

5.  Confider  whether  it  be  not  againft  common  equity  to 
practice  the  taking  away  from  any  one,  that  which  comes 
unto  him  by  hwfull  iafaericance,  fuccellion ,  or  juft  election  ? 
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whether  you  would  not  fo  judge  it,  if  any  fhould  diveftyouof 
what  was  left  you  by  vour  Parents?  and  whether  the  Kings 
Authority  and  Revenews ,  ( which  you  with  others  have  en- 
deavoured to  difpoifcfle  him  of)  be  not  of  the  fame  Tenure, 
and  held  by  the  beft  Title  :  indeed  if  men  come  to  power  and 
Authority  by  fraud  and  violence  (as  your  new  UWaftershwc 
done)  the  cafe  isotherwife,  lives  loft  in  confpiring  the  down- 
fall offuch,  may  be  reckoned  well  fold;  every  man  in  com- 
mon equity  (  were  there  no  tie  of  duty  or  allegeance  )  is  to  help 
him  to  right  that  fufFers  wrong :  but  to  concurre  in  opfrejjfing 
the  Supreme  Magiftrate,  and  in  taking  from  him  what  belongs 
unto  him,  if  confeience  be  fuffered  to  make  report,  it  will  be  con-* 
fefTed  to  be  the  higheft  injuftice ;  for  as  to  detract  from  the  Stan- 
dard which  is  the  rule  of  meafures,  is  the  greatcft  finne,  fo  is 
it  to  detract  from  the  King  who  is  the  Standard  of  righteoufneffc 
in  his  Kingdome. 

4.  Confider  whether  the  demand  of  having  the  Militia  out 
of  the  Kings  hand  (  wherein  his  Authority  and  Power  confifts  ) 
which  your  Leaders  and  you  infift  upon,  be  not  againft  piety,  and 
aplaine  urging  the  King  to  adt  Efauspzrt  in  refigning  up  hw 
birth.right ;  and  whether  you  thiak  in  tarneft  (as  fome  of  your 
Preachers  have  fuggefted,)  that  you  have  a  furficient  ground  to 
expeel?  Gods  biefluig  upon  your  undertaking  \  chough  it  be  un- 
lawful!, becaufe  Jacob  was  bleffed  afterward,  chough  the  means 
which  he  ufed  co  accomplifli  his  defign  were  not  approvable  ? 
nay,  feeing  the  King  is  not  like  £fitt>  fo  eafily  drawn  to  part 
with  his  birth-right ,  but  rather  like  Naboth  will  keep  his 
inheritance,  for  feare  of  Gods  difpleafure  :  confider  I  pray  whe- 
ther you  in  going  about  to  force  him  thereto  by  violence,  arc 
not  all  the  while  aclingthe  pares  of  Ahab  and  Je^abel ,  who 
were  perfons  chac  had  fold  themfelvesto  worl^  wickednejfe  ?  nay, 
whether  you  are  noc  more  deep  in  che  evill  then  chey  were,  in 
regard  the  King  is  net  Co  you  as  Naboth  was  to  <sAhab>  a 
fubjec1:,nor  have  you  as  he  did,  tendred  an  anfwerable  exchange, 
or  rather  a  better  for  what  you  demand  from  him;  confider 
Jbefeech  you  and  thinke  well  in  your  owne  hearts  of  this  par- 
ticular. 

$.  Confider  and  call  to  mind,  whether  thofe  Teachers  who 
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have  been  m oft  active  and  bufie  in  drawing  you  into  this  your 
way,  have  not  hereby  contradicted  their  own  former  Doctrines: 
It  was  faidof  StephenG 'ar -diner ,  that  no  man  (in  the  daies  of  F**«  Matth 
Hen,V)  had  Jp?k?n  better  fir  the  Kings  Authority  then  he  had 
done  in  his  Bookdfe  vera  obedientiay  and  yet  no  man  more  violent 
then  he  was  in  Queen  Maries  time ,  in  perfecuting  thofe  that 
heldfafl  to  the  fame  truth  and  Dotlrine :  may  not  the  like  be  faid 
and  affirmed  of  many  of  your  Preachers;  that  no  man  taught 
the  duty  of  Obedience  better,or  inveighed  more  againft  Rebellion 
and  fliedding  of  bloud,  then  they  heretofore  have  done  :  but 
now  none  more  violent  then  themfelves  in  oppofing  thofe  that 
practice  according  to  the  fame  Doctrine.-  if  it  be  lawfull  to  refift, 
defame  and  opprefte  the  King  now,  why  did  they  then  fpeak  a- 
gainft  fuch  doings }  or  if  good  language  of  him  ,  as  their  Sove- 
raign,  and  humole  obedience  to  him,  was  true  Doctrine  then, 
how  comes  it  to  paffe,  that  'tis  not  preached  ftill,  now  there  is 
fuch  need  of  it?  truth  is  unalterable.  They  tell  you  of  acer- 
ulneNew  Light  received,  which  it  feems,  was  an  attendant 
upon  the  LMiHtia  ,  for  till  this  was  feized  on  by  their  Faction, 
that  was  not  feen ;  and  had  not  this  beenfirft  obtained,  probably 
that  had  been  ftiil  concealed ;  may  not  this  New  Light  therefore 
be  fufpected  ?  and  the  rather  becaufe  'tis  fo  contrary  to  that 
which  God3  Word  holds  out  unto  us;  which  as  a  fare  and  cer-  2  Pet  *•  19. 
taine  guide  we  are  commanded  to  take  heed  unto}  Efiy  af- 
flrmes,  that  whoever  (peaks  not  according  to  the  written  Teftimony  Efty8.*o. 
hath  no  light  in  him.  And  Saint  Paul  isrefolute,  that  if  an  Ga{  '  g 
t/fngell  from  Heaven  /hall  teach  contrary  to  that  Gofpe/l  himfelfe 
had  preached  (which -was  the  Doctrine  of  obedience  to  Princes, 
and  of  love  to  his  Brethren)  he  ought  to  be  held  accurfed\  where- 
fore conGderferioufly  in  your  own  hearts,  whether  you  have 
done  well  in  fuftering  your  felves  to  be  thus  led  by  your  new 
lighted  Teachers. 

6.  Conlider  whether  they  doe  not  onely  oppofe  their  owne 
former  Doctrines ,  but  alfo  their  own  former  doings,  and  per- 
fwade  you  to  goe  with  them,  in  thofe  wayes  which  heretofore 
they  exclaimed  much  upon  others  for  going  in  ?  did  not  they 
complaine  much  againft  forcing  tender  Confciences,  and  againft 
urging  fubfeription  to  things  of  an  indifferent  nature,  though 
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allowed  by  Law,  becaufe  fcrupled  at,  affirming  the  fame  to  be 
againilChriftian  Libert  v  ?  and  yet  do  not  they  now  counte- 
nance fan  e  greater  violence,  in  prelling  of  things  more  direelly 
unlawfull?  As  for  example;  would  not  they  have  the  King 
forced  againft  his  Confcience,  to  confent  to  the  altering  of  that 
Church-Government ,  which  he  in  hisfoule  is  perfwaded  to  be 
moft  Orthodox,  and  agreeable  to  Gods  Word,  and  to  the 
State  of  this  Kingdome ,  and  which  this  Church  and  Nation 
hath  fo thrived  under;  vea,  and  which  himfelfeat  his  Corona- 
tion took  a  folemn  Oath  to  maintain?  And  have  not  their  very 
felves  been  the  chief  Inftruments  of  urging  their  Brethren  to  the 
tukingof  new  and  unlawfull  Covenants?*  and  when  unto  tender 
and  fcrupulous  Confciences,  the  offenfive  Oath  hath  been  tcn- 
dred  in  one  hand,and  an  Halter  in  another,  with  a  furious  Co  ai- 
m-nation, that  they  fhould  have  the  one,  if  they  did  not  prefent- 
\y  accept  of  the  other,  a  courfe  which  the  Bishops  never  ufed  : 
have  not  fome  of  thefe  Minifters  approved  of  this  rigorous 
dealing  ?  yea,  and  when  fome  of  the  members  of  Chnfthavc 
been  at  the  place  of  Execution,  to  bemurthered  and  Martyred 
by  their  Fadion  for  their  Loyalty  to  their  Prince,  or  for  falling 
off  through  trouble  of  Confcience  from  their  ungodly  Cove- 
nant and  way ;  have  not  fome  of  their  Preachers  flood  barking 
at  them,  onpurpofe  to  difturb  their  fpirits,  and  to  hinder  their 
quiet  paflage  out  of  this  miferable  World ;  even  as  that  bawling 
Fryer  did  doe  unto  Archbilhop  Cranmer  ?  (when  fome  have 
feen  or  heard  them  admg  their  parts  in  this  manner,  thev  have 
thought  of  that  Fryers  Pidure  as  it  ihndeth  there  in  the  Book 
of  Martyrs.;  And  here  (by  the  way)  let  me  exhort  all  men  to 
read  that  Book  often  in  thefe  times,  and  thev  fhall  rind  a  very 
great  refemblance  between  the  bloudy  Pufccutors  of  thofe 
dayes,  and  thefe  now,  and  a  great  limilttude  in  cheir  courfes  • 
it  was  not  doubtlefTe,  without  afpeciall  providence,  that  the 
laid  Book  was  of  late  twice  reprinted ,  that  fo  there  being  a 
greater  plenty  of  them,  we  in  thefe  times  might  (being  many 
of  us)  be  more  enlightned,  ftipporced  and  comforted  in  our 
fufferings:  And  I  would  have  you  obftrve  among  many  other 
things,  that  Note  of  Mr.  Fox,  How  Henry  the  Fourth,  that 
depofed&cW  the  Second,  was  the  tint  of  allEngliili  Kings 
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chat  began  the  merciful!  burning  of  Gods  Saints,  for  their 
ftanding  againft  the  Papifts :  fo  chat  we  may  thence  learn,  that 
'tis  no  new  thing  fot  them  to  be  given  up  to  the  acting  of  cruel- 
ties ajjamft  Gods  Church  and  people,  who  have  firft  given  up 
Aemfclvc»topraflSfc  Rebellion  againft  their  Soveraign-  thefe 
two  linnes(  as  it  feemes)  before  now  have  gone  together :  But 
I  return. 

Did  not  many  ofthofe  your  Minifters  complain  moft  feare- 
fully  in  tunes  paft  for  the  meer  change  and  alteration  of  fome 
few  purges  and  exprellions  in  the  Common- Prayer-Boo^,  hold- 
ing it  then  (  as  it  feemed  )  fo  perfect  a  platform  of  Church- Ser- 
vice) as  chat  no  word  or  Tillable  ought  to  be  altered  in  the  fame  • 
and  yet  now  upon  the  fuddain  have  not  themfelves  aboliihed 
the  fame  wholly,as  if  there  were  nothing  at  all  good  in  it  >  How 
lamentably  did  they  (  fome  of  them  )  raile  even  in  print  upon 
the  Bifhops,for  endeavouring  (  as  they  faid  though  moft  unjuft- 
Jy  )  to  weaken  that  honourable  efteem  which  the  people  had  or 
ought  to  have  of  the  Kings  Wife  and  Children,  by  *omitting  in  *  Yet  that  o- 
the  prayer  for  them,  that  ufuall  attribute  therein  given  to  God,  miffion  ana 
JciL  that  he  is  the  Father  of  his  Slefb  and  of  their  feed ;  and  put-  change  was 
ting  in  the  room  thereof,  the  fountain  of  all  goodnejfe  :  which  ^rilcKing; 
thing  did  then  fpeak  to  their  hearts  (as  themfelves  then  faid)that  altcd,  'nd*' 
the  Prelates  would  have  the  world  think  that  the  Jghieen  and  the  noc  by*lnyBi. 
Roy  all  Trogenj  to  be  none  of  the  number  of  Gods  £letl}  and  yet  *hop,  and  the 
fince  that  time,  how  themfelves  have  concurred  in  fpeaking  of  Kinssreaf0n 
the  Queen,and  in  abufing  the  whole  Royall  Stock  and  Family,  is  h^ud^^h 
too  fufficiently  evident  to  ail  people,  and  too  groffe  for  me  fo  olVphrafe  at 
much  as  to  repeat :  Confider  I  befeech  you  (  good  people)  of  thattimethc 
thefe  things  and  conclude  in  your  own  hearts,  whether  it  be  any  m<>re  impro- 
wifedome  in  you  to  follow  fuch  fVhirle- gigs  fiich  Weather- Cocks,  Pcr* hc  having 
as  thefe  your  Preachers  are.  ch^ 

7.  Confider,  how  thefe  your  men  have  moft  carefully  fhun- 
ned  all  publick  Difpuces  with  our  Orchodox  Divines  about  this 
cafe  of  Difference,  which  themfelves  have  helped  to  raife  againft 
ourjleligion,  Church,  and  King;  for  might  we  but  have  ob- 
tained fo  much  from  them  a*  the  Martyrs  in  Queen  CMaries 
dayes  did  from  the  PapiiU  ;  .ve  douut  not  but  long  ere  this,  by 
Scripture  Evidence,  a,»d  icreams  of  Reafon  in  Truths  behalfe,  to 
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have  over-born  that  power,  by  which  now  they  over-beare  us  $ 
and  to  have  made  you  ( the  feduced  )  confetTe  in  falfhoods  ruine 
and  difcovery,  that  the  credit  of  your  Teachers  ( like  that  of  fa- 
cing ftiifters)  is  but  very  little  being  well  known  :  might  fuch 
men  as  Dr.  VJber,  Dr.  CMorton,  Dr,HMl^rPrideauxX>uFeatly, 
and  many  others  that  might  be  named;  who  have  moft  vali- 
antly helcl  up  the  Banner  of  Chrifl:  againtVthe  Papifts ,  have 
been  but  fuft'ered  to  defend  his  Caufe  alfo  againft  thefe  men, 
the  vaile  had  been  puld  fin  m  your  eyes  many  years  agoe ;  but 
thefe  Craft-Matters  are  fo  full  of  their  Trent  wifedome,  that 
by  no  meanes  will  they  abide  any  difputes  face  to  face,  with  out 
Proteftant  Divines.   The  Militia  is  their  bed  Argument,  fire 
and  fword  is  more  futaDle  to  their  parpDfe  then  Gods  word  is. 
And  as  the  Papifts  urge  the  Au:hority  of  their  own  Pope  and 
peculiar  Church,  fo  doe  thefe  of  their  Parliament,  for  a  fuf- 
flcient  ground  of  peoples  faith  and  praftife ;  the  ^Parliament 
judgetb  <o  :  £rgo,  'tis  verity,  and  you  muft  believe  it,  without 
any  hditation  or  doubting  that  it  may  be  ocherwife.  Becaufe 
Mr.  fobn  Qoodmn  did  but  conceive  a  pojfibilitj  of  errourinthe 
Parliament,  andont  of  love  to  them  (  as  himfelfe  proferTeth  )  -was 
afraid  they  might  pojfibly  tread  awry,  and  hurt  their  foot  againft  a 
*■  $ecMrGf>^-./?o;^>  *  Try »ne  (the  Parliament  Champion)  cryes  out  upon  him 
wins  Book      for  being  malignantly  jealous  over  them ,  and  fayes,  'tis  mos~l  tin- 
called  Ci  u'ti-  charitable,  unchriftian,  detefiable,  fan atique,  grottndle(fe  andexe- 
by  arraigned    crAyie  jcalotilie  in  him  ,  yea,  venom  ms  Mdivnancy  ,  Oxfordian 
.     ^  I3    AuLcifme.    But  to  proceed  ;  Thefe  men  do,  and  will  (  as  you 
_c?"        "  fhall  rind,  unleGfe  God  blaft  them  )  reqnire  asfimple,as  aMotute, 
and  as  unlimited  an  ooedienceat  vour  hands,  as  ever  theTuik 
or  Pope  hath  done  from  their  Vaffals;  an  obedience  not  of  -will 
only,  but  of  judgement  alfo,  which  is  a  direil  blind  obedience; 
And  truly  as  the  Doitrine  of  infallibility  is  the  root  ofaller- 
rour among  the  Papifts,  fo  is  it  now  among  them  that  are  the 
yowjhippers  of  the  Parliament ;  for  when  it  was  once  believed 
that  the  Pope  could  not  erre,  then  he  might  oppofe  Princes,  Ex- 
communicate Kings,  abfolve  Subjects  from  their  obedience,  raifc 
vvarres,  fhed  bloud,  yea,  live  as  wickedly  as  he  pleafed,  have  as 
many  Baftards  as  he  could  get,  the  people  werefaft  enough 
locked  up  unto  h<m  in  obedience  ;  fo  now  this  being  fwaliowed 
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that  the  Parliament  cannot  crre ,  the  iuly  Members  thereof 
may  raife  Rebellion  too,  a^iolve  people  from  their  Loyalty, 
perfecutethe  King,  and  murther  his  Subjefts/eize  upon  all  their 
Eftates,  and  fell  or  give  them  to  whom  they  pleafe  :  yea  ,  and 
let  them  live  as  wickedlv  as  they  lift,  as  vilely  and  bafely  as  they 
pleafe,  let  them  get  Baltards,  ravifh  and  defile  Lidies  of  Ho- 
nour, and  then  defame  them  when  they  have  fo  done,  or  at- 
tempted fo  to  do,  they  may  doe  it  impune,  for  they  be  worthy 
Members  all  the  while,  they  have  none  above  them  to  can  them 
to  an  account,  and  the  people  being  faft  linked  to  them,  by  the 
vertue  of  blind  obedience ,  will  be  apt  to  give  faire  interpreta- 
tions of  all  their  doings ;  well,  think  ferioully  of  thefe  things  in 
your  retired  thoughts. 

8.  Confideralfo  of  times  pad,  and  compare  your  experience 
of  the  prefent,  with  them  and  fay  ,  whether  the  light  of  God 
doth  now  ftiine  fo  comfortably  upon  your  Tabernacles,  as  when 
the  King  enjoyed  his  Rights  and  poikffed  his  Throne?  whe- 
ther you  are  now  fo  ltored  with  coyne ,  or  have  that  leifure 
and  wherewithal!  to  build  pleafant  Houfcs  ?  wh.ther  you  lie  fo 
foft,  all  of  you,  fare  fo  well,  and  have  that  entire  Command 
in  your  ownHoufes,  over  your  own  goods  and  fervants ,  as 
formerly  .?  whether  you  can  fay  as  u  Av  and  rreely,  that  ^,2f 
vouhavebcHght  and  paid  for  is  your  owne.^v  X  >fore?  I  would 
that  the  Londoners  and  Citizens  woui :  c  ^n  i<fei  het  ler  they 
be  all  fo  well  Plated  Jewelled,  and  attired,them  elv^wives  and 
children?  whether  their  bags  be  not  lanker,  their  Darks  letter, 
and  their  meanes  fcanter  then  in  thole  ames  of  old  >  wne- 
ther  toy  enjoy  like  Liberties  and  Pavikdges:  "^r  their  new 
Matters,  as  they  did  undei  tneir  King?  And  I  would  have 
theCountrey-man  con-ider,  whether  hfc  paymencs  oee  not 
more,  and  his  opprdfions  greater,  then  they  were  wont  to 
be>  whether  hee  had  not  a  merrier  heart  in  his  bofome, 
and  more  money  m  hi,  p.ufe,  when  bee  payed  his  Rents 
tothetrueov  o  his  ngh:  Landlord  chen  ever  he  hath  had 
fmce  he  de  .It  with  thefe  new  UiurpersPO  you  poor  fed -jced  and 
abufed  peoplclthefe  new  Lords  promifed  indeed  trut  you  ihoffld 
have  your  Firms  at  a  lower  race  then  formerly,  fo  they  might 
receive  the  Rents  •  butconfider  with  your  felves ,  hath  not 
receive  im.        ,  O  o  3  y°Hr 
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your  frpemumerary  Rates  and  Taxations,  and  your  Billiting 
and  furnilhing  out  Souldiers,  amounted  to  more  then  the  full 
payment  ?  and  can  you  think  that  you  Lhall  not  be  sKrewed 
up  to  the  higheftpin  by  thofe  Huckfters  to  whom  they  (ball  fell 
or  give  away  your  true  Landlords  Eftates,  or  appoint  to  be  as 
their  own  Task-mafters  over  you  ?  can  you  expecl  poiTibly  any 
thing  but  blows  and  beggery  under  them?  perhaps  indeed  you 
may  obtain  at  iaft(  in  heu  of  all  your  Wealth  and  Labours,  and 
former  happineffe  )  to  be  partakers  of  that  Priviledge  which  the 
Pefants  of  France  md  fpecially  of  Normandy  doe  enjoy,  fd/% 
you  (hall  have  leave  to  begge  freely  up  and  down  the  Kingdome 
without  danger  of  whipping ;  confider  ferioufly  of  thefe  things 
Ibefeechyou. 

Nay,  confider  (O  all  yee  people  of  all  forts)  whether  you 
think  in  Confcience,  thefe  your  new  Rulers  with  their  crew  be 
the  very  meekOnes  of  the  Earth  as  they  account  themfelves  to 
whom  the  intire  right  and  poffeffion  of  all  earthly  bleflWs  and 
inheritances  doe  appertaine?  whether  it  be  a  true  poficion  which 
fince  the  Militia  hath  been  in  their  hands  they  have  been  bold 
to  maintain,  viz..  that  right  by  Conqtiefi  is  the  befi  Title ,  elfe 
Gods  providence  would  not  permit  them  to  be  fucceflefull  ? 
and  whether  ( if  that  Tenent  be  maintained  )  any  one  of  you 
all,  can  promife  to  your  felves  the  ufe  and  comfort  of  any  thing, 
that  is  either  left  unto  you  or  purchafed  by  you  ?  let  this  alio 
be  thought  upon. 

p.  Confider,  whether  in  any  thing  thefe  men  have  performed 
what  at  firft  they  promifed  >  whether  Religion  be  betrer  fetled 
the  Church  better  reformed,and  united,  xhtCommon-wealth  more 
flouncing,  the  Subjetts  more  happy,  then  when  they  took 
thefe  matters  into  their  hands?  you  were  told  by  them  (as  you 
well  know)  when  they  firft  indeed  you,  to  engage  your  felves 
with  them  in  this  Warre,  that  the  fame  would  be  quickly  over  • 
and  oft-times  fince  when  they  came  to  borrow  more  money 
of  you ,  have  they  not  pretended  continually  that  the  worh  *as 
almost  done,  if  you  would  but  come  off  well  and  afford  another 
good  pluck,  it  would  be  quite  ended  ?  they  promifed  alio  (when 
they  moved  unto  the  warre)  that  they  would  cxacl  nothing 
againftyour  wills  from  you ,  no,  God  forbid  that  they  ihould 

ufe 


/educed  and opprejfed  Commons. 

ufe  any  violence,  they  defired  that  men  fhould  do  freely  and 
without  conftraint ,  only  what  themfelves  pleafed ,  they  were 
ail  for  thefreedome  of  the  Subject;  but  have  thev  proved  as 
true  of  their  words  as  you  did  of  your  AiTilhnce  ?  have  they 
ufed  no  enforcements  to  get  your  money  (ince  that  time,  or  are 
your  miferies  concluded,  and  your  expences  yet  at  an  end?  Are 
the  «SV0/.r  paid  all  their  Arrears  f  Is  Ireland  reduced  to  obedience 
or  as  quiet  as  at  their  firfl:  meeting  f  Is  the  King  fetled  in  his 
propci  Rights  and  Dignitie  as  was  pretended,  and  the  Subjects 
m  their  Liberties?  Is  Judgement  and  Juftice  executed  in  our 
Gates,  and  oppreflion  driven  from  our  Streets,  and  every  thing 
removed  that  may  provoke  Gods  further  difpleaftire  ?  Nay, 
doth  not  the  late  prevailing  of  ttv-fe  men  fpeak  rather  a  neernefle 
of  Gods  more  heavie  Curfe  upon  us,  and  a  beginning  rather 
then  a  ftnifhing  of  yourforrowes?  Is  it  not  probable  that  God 
will  take  the  matter  into  his  owne  hand  by  Plague  or  Famine 
and  call  both  them  and  you  to  a  reckoning  for  that  Chriftian 
bloud  chat  is  fpiltby  you  without  lawfull  Authoritie?  Or  are 
not  all  the  Nations  of  the  world  Gods  Inftruments,  and  cannot 
he  employ  fome  of  them  to  punifri  you,  for  your  puniflaing  o- 
thers  w  ithout  a  warrant  from  his  Vicegerent  t  or  cannot  he 
fend  a  fpirit  of  dtvifion  amongft  your  felves,.  as  once  between 
lAbimilech  and  the  men  of  Sichem,  after  that  by  confpiring 
together,  they  had  prevailed  agairft  theHoufeand  Family  of 
Gideon  ?  fare  blond  and  opprejfton  are  crying  finnes  in  Gods  eares, 
and  the  Judge  of  all  the  world  will  doe  Juftice  ;  and  'tis  a  fear- 
full  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  God  when  he  is  angry;  con- 
fider  in  your  hearts  of  thefe  things. 

ic.  Confider  the  conditions  of  your  chief  Leaders  in  fpeciall, 
and  of  their  Faction  in  general!,  whereunto  you  have  adhered, 
whether  they  be  fuch  as  becomes  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
or  rather  whether  in  your  obfervation  they  be  not  fuch  as  the 
Apoftles  Tattl  and  Teter  prophefied  {hould  be  in  the  worfi  men 
of  the  lafi  and  worft  cimes?  Have  they  not  fhown  themfelves  a  co-  i  Tim 
vetous  &  felf-feeKing  Generation  ?  did  they  not  at  the  firft  feek 
and  fue  with  all  their  ftrength  and  policie  for  the  dignity  to  be 
chofen  Parliament-men  ,  and  have  they  not  fince  placed  them- 
felves in  the  beft  Offices  of  the  Kingdome^re  not  many  of  them 
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that  were  leane  and  bare  before,  grown  flump  and  fat  and 
fhining}  are  they  not  in  the  mannagtment  ot their profp-rity 
and  {tiCcette,boafters,  proud,  (uptrciliom  and  fcorntu;l  perfons  ? 
have  they  not  often  blai'phcmed  Gods  Word,  by  pervertirg  the 
fame  to  their  owne  purpofe  ?  have  they  not  ihew'd  themielves 
difobedientJngratefulL  without  naturall  affeHion  to  their  Coun- 
trey  and  friends  ?  are  they  not  manifeft  promife,  Oath  and  Pro- 
teftation  Breakers  ?  doe  they  not  daily  approve  themfelves  to 
btfalfe  accufers  of  others ,  ^wfpinted  in  perfecting  their 
unjuft  and  mitchievous  accufations;  alfotobe  Traytors,  heady, 
hivh-minded  ,  having  only  pretences  to  Godlinejfe  without  any  true 
power  thereof?  And  further ,  are  they  not  defftfers  of  Govern- 
ment, prefumptpious  in  their  wayes ,  felfi-willcd ,  not  fearing  t§ 
fpeake  evili  of  dignities  ?  doe  they  not  run  the  b;atk  courfe  of  re- 
proaching their  betters,  as  well  as  the  red  of  cruelty  againft 
their  brethren  ?  Now  the  Apoftles  tell  us  that  all  fuch  conditio- 
ned men  are  reprobates  concerning  the  true  faith,  and  made  to  be 
destroyed;  and  doe  you  thinke  that  there  isfafcty  iaDemg-of 
their  ibciety  ? 

Againe,  are  they  not  of  that  number  whom  Efay  the  Pro- 
"phet  mentions,  whofe  hands  are  defiled  with  bloud  ,  and  whofe 
fingers  with  iniquitie ,  whofe  lips  have  fpoken  lies ,  and  whofe 
tongues  have  uttered perverje  things,  is  not  wafting  and  deftruEti- 
on  in  alt  their  wayes  ?  have  they  not  refufed  to  know  and  to  own  the 
way  of  peace}  And  now  if  they  be  fuch,  confider  whether 
you  are  like  to  gaine  any  thing  by  adhering  to  them,  feeing  that 
their  egges  are  Cockatrice  egges,  whereof  whofoever  eateth  dyeth, 
and  their  webs  are  fpiders  webs, which  Jh all  never  become  Garments 
to  cover  themfeives,  much  leiTe  others  :  Be  ferious  I  befeech 
you  deare  Chriftians,  in  thinking  of  thefe  things,  and  let  not 
their  Religious  pretences,  their  many  fafttngs  and  th ankef giving- 
daves  make  you  think  ever  a  whir  the  better  of  them ;  for  Satans 
Minifters  have  come  in  the  dupe  of  Angels  of  light  before  now; 
it  hath  been  the  old  cuftome  of  Hypocrites  to  deale  thus  with 
God  Almightie  by  faftings  and  thankfgtvings  to  uphold  their 
reparation;  for  their  Faftings  read  Efay  58.chapter,and  for  their 
Thankefgwings^cjer,-].  where 'tis  faid  of  them,  that  they 
could  iteale,  or  plunder,  mwder  and  lhed  bloud,^^  fal/ly  and 
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commit  adultery,  yea,  and  worfhip  Raal  (asfome  do  now  the 
^Militia  or  God  of  forces )  and  jet  (fayes  the  Lord)  they  come  and  Dan* 1,1 *8, 
ft  and  before  me  in  my  Ho ufe \  and  fay,  we  are  delivered  to  do  all 
thefe ab nominations :  they  acknowledge  Gods  deliverance,  (and 
perhaps  his  afnftance  of  them)  but  fo  as  if  the  fame  had  been 
vouch fafed  on  purpofe,  that  they  might  be,  and  continue  to  be 
the  Aclors  of  thofe  villanies;  fo  in  Efaj.  <  6.  there  is  mention 
made  of  others  that  were  frequent  in  their  oblations  to  <jody  and 
as  appears,  verf.?.  had  (juft  as  thefe  men  doe)hated  their'Bre- 
thren,  and  in  a  pretence  of  ztale  to  Gods  name  had  cafi  them  out  of 
their  foffejftons,  (though  they  were  fuchas  truly  feared  the  Lor  d> 
and  trembled  at  his  word ; )  yea  and  for  their  fucceffe  againft 
them,  in  thefe  their  mifchiefes  and  unjuft  doings,  they  praifed 
God  and  faid  ,The  Lord  be  glorified,  they  had  dayes  of  Thanks- 
giving to  that  very  pHrpofe :  Therefore  fince  it  hath  been  the 
ufuali  cuftome  of  the  grandeft  Hypocrites  to  doe  after  this 
fafhion,  you  have  no  reafon  now  to  ttunk  any  whit  the  better  of 
thefe  men,  for  their  outiide  profeffions. 

Laftof  all,confider  the  relation  which  thefe  men  (the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Commons  Houfe  I  mean)  do  ftand  in  unto  your 
/f/w,whom  they  command,  and  to  y®ur  Soveraign  whom  they 
oppofe;  toyour  felves  they  are  publick  Servants,  chofen  by  you 
to  agitate  for  you  (in  Gods  way  and  according  to  Law  )  your 
common  affaires ;  fcil.  to  confirme  your  Religion,  Peace,  and 
Poflefiions  to  you ;  and  not  to  raife  warres  to  the  deftruclion 
of  all  thefe.  To  the  King  they  are  fworn  Sub/eels,  bound  by 
Oath  and  Proteftation  to  preferve  his  Perfon,  Eftate,  and  Ho- 
nour, fafe  and  intire  againft  all  people ;  in  briefe,  they  are  the 
grand  Jury-men  of  the  Kingdome  and  nothing  elfe,  and  their  of- 
fice is  not  to  judge,  or  paffe  fentence  againft  any  perfons,  but  to 
enquire  after  the  grievances  of  the  Countrey,  and  co  make 
prefentment  of  them  with  all  humility,  unto  the  King  who  is 
the  Judge  fo  deputed  of  God,  and  to  the  Nobles  of  the  up- 
per Houfe,  who  are  with  him  as  Juftices  upon  the  Bench,  and 
to  fupplicate  of  them,  ( in  whom  the  oiAy  power  judicative  is 
refident, )  a  redreffe  of  things  amiffe;  and  then  when  a  good 
Law  is  made,  to  give  their  affent  unto  it,  and  notice  of  it  to  the 
Countreys  or  places  whofe  Deputies  they  are,  and  to  ftirre  them 
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up  to  honour  their  King,  and  to  praife  God  for  him  who  isfo 
ready  to  do  Juftice  and  to  fhew  grace  unto  them  ;  this  is  the 
proper  office  and  work  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  difcharge 
of  which  only  you  are  to  Aiew  countenance  unto  them;  but  if 
they  fhall  doe  things  out  of  fpleen  or  unbecoming  their  places, 
you  are  to  withdraw  your  favour  from  them,  and  to  beftow 
your  frowns  upon  them  ;  for  if  the  grand  Jury  at  an  Affixes,  in 
ftead  of  doing  that  duty,  (  whereto  by  Law  they  are  deligned  ) 
fhould  fail  to  pull  the  fuftices  from  the  Bench,  and  to  beat  the 
fudge  out  of  Town,  and  to  imprifon  and  kill  their  Neighbours 
(as  good  men  perhaps  as  themfeives,)  would  you  think  it  fit  to 
take  their  parts  in  fuch  their  doings?  would  you  not  rather  all 
joyn  to  lay  hands  upon  them,  and  bring  them  to  bepuniihed, 
for  their  mifdemeanours ;  and  defire  to  have  them  put  out  of 
their  places,  and  wifermen  appointed  in  their  ftead  that  know 
how  to  behave  themfeives  better  ?  I  pray  confider  well  of  thefe 
things,  and  remember  at  length  what  you  have  done,  and  what 
you  have  now  to  doe,  under  whofe  fealty  you  were  born,  and  to 
whom  you  have  fworn  Allegiance  :  and  obferve  what  intimati- 
>!m8.  16.  on  our  Saviour  gives  in  that  faying  of  his,  if  my  Kingdoms  were  of 
this  world  then  would  my  fervants  fight,  that  I  fhould  not  be  de- 
livered to  the  fewest  or  to  them  that  feek  to  take  away  my 
life:  doth  he  not  plainly  inferre  thereby,  that  the  Subje&sof 
earthly  Princes  who  have  Kingdomes  in  this  world,  ought  to 
fight  for  their  Soveraign,  to  endeavour  his  deliverance  from  m- 
juftice  and  wrong,  and  not  to  fuflfer  him  ( in  anv  fort )  to  beren- 
dred  up  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies  ;  and  be  you  certain  of 
it,  that  fo  long  as  the  King  (Gods  Deputy  and  your  Protedor 
under  God  )  is  thus  abufedand  kept  from  his  Rights,  you  fhall 
never  enjoy  peace  or  profpetity,nor  the  quiet  potfeffion  of  what 
is  yours,  for  Gods  heavie  Curfe  will  fo  long  hang  aver  this  Na- 
tion and  Kingdome :  Well,  think  of  it  well,  and  doe  accor- 
dingly. 

Confident  I  am  (  Brethren  )  that  the  major  part  of  you  did 
Aflociate  your  felves  widi  thefe  ill  d  fpofed  men  (  as  they  of  old 
did  with  sAjfalom  and  asfchitophel )  in  the  fimplicity  of  your 
Hearts,  by  giving  too  much  credit  (as  they  did)  to  thofe 
falfe  reports,  which  in  their  wicked  policy  they  call  out  againft 


/educed  and  oppre/Jed  Commons. 

the  King  and  Government;  you  were  perfwaded  before  you 
were  lnltriidted,  and  in  your  good  zeale  you  have  walked  thus 
tar  to  the  extirpation  (as  you  hoped)  of  Popery  and  prophane- 
nciie;  which  a!a?,Vou  have  exceedingly  increafed,  though  fore 
againit  your  wills;  and  are  likely  to  thruftyour  Hives  into  it 
or  into  other  as  deeperrours:  you  have  heard  fay,  that  zeale 
without  knowledge  is  very  dangerous;  and  let  me  tell  you  fur- 
ther, that  the  highcft  Herefies  have  rifen  from  mifguided  zeal ; 
ArrtHs  upon  deteftation  of  GentUifme  leaft  he  fliouldfeem  to 

3r  ^LW/iedge  m0fC  Gods  then  one>  b9  conftffing  a  Co-equality 
of  Chnfts  Divinitie  with  his  Father,  denied  the  fame;  and 

Sabettita  in  deteftation  of  Arrius,  fell  into  the  other  extreme, 
and  denyed  the  diftinction  of  Perfons.  And  be  your  felves  the 
Judges,do  not  many  of  you  meafure  what  is  good  and  holy  by  its 
oppofition  to  the  Conftitutions  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  accoun- 
ting mod:  perfect  what  is  moft  oppofite  thereunto,and  that  pol- 
luted which  participateth  in  any  thing  with  the  fame  ?  doe  you 
not  thinke  your  felves  righteft  when  unlikeft  the  Papifts ,  and 
neareft  to  Heaven  when  furtheft  from  them  ,  though  perhaps 
then  you  may  be  neareft  to  them  \x\fub fiance,  even  when  moft 
oppofite  in  Ceremony}  (fomwhat  in  this  Book  hath  been  difco- 
vered  to  this  pHrpofe;)  but  that  is  not  the  right  rule  to  go  by  : 
well  confider  I  befeech  you,  of  what  I  have  faid  unto  you,  and 
defift  from  having  any  further  hand  againft  your  King,  and  from 
labouring  the  extirpation  of  that  Government  you  were  born 
under,  which  to  doe,  doubtlene  is  a  moft  heinous  (inne  ;  if  a 
man  were  borne  in  another  Land,  where  is  a  Government  lclTe 
perfed  then  ours  is,  he  ought  not  by  any  meanes  to  joyne  in 
fighting  for  the  deftru&ion  of  it ;  nor  is  our  Pofteritie  lb  ftrift- 
ly  bound  by  fuch  ftrong  engagements  of  Confcience  to  endea- 
vour the  reftauration  of  this  (if  bythefe  violent  and  unlawful! 
courfes  it  fliould  be  altered,  which  God  forbid)*  as  we  are  now 
to  uphold  and  maintaine  the  fame,  or  to  prevent  the  Change 
thereof.  Wherefore  (I  befeech  you  all )  remember  your  felves, 
think  what  you  have  alreadie  done,  what  you  are  in  doing,  and 
ftay  your  hands. 

Objett.  Perhaps  fomeof  you  will  fay,  but  we  have  taken 
an  Oath,  a  Covenant  (  which  our  Preachers  put  us  often  in 
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minde  of)  to  pcrfevere  in  our  way,and  not  to  forfake  thofe  men 
with  whom  wc  have  entred  into  Affociation. 

asfnfw.  Matter  John  Cjoodwin  one  of  your  Minifters  doth 
enform  you  in  his  12.  Seriom  (fonfiderations ,  that  to  violate 
m  abhominable  and  an  accurfed  Oath  out  of  Qonfcience  to  god, 
is  an  holy  and  bleffed  Perjury.  Now  therefore  if  I  prove  that 
your  Oath  and  Covenant  is  abhominable  and  accurfed,  then 
it  will  follow,  that  as  it  was  an  high  finne  to  take  it,  fo  is  it 
an  higher  to  keep  the  fame,  and  according  to  the  Doctrine  of 
one  of  your  own  Teachers,  an  holy  and  bleffed  Perjury  will  it 
be  to  breake  it.  But  this  I  fhali  make  good,  and  thus  I 
argue. 

That  which  is  ungodly  and  unlawfull,  both  in  refpecl:  of 
matter  and  form  ,  is  abhominable  and  accurfed:  But  fuch  is 
that  Oath  and  Covenant  which  you  have  taken ,  therefore  you 
ought  to  breake  it,  and  in  no  hand  (  unlcfle  you  will  run  upon 
yourowne  damnation,)  to  keep  the  fame. 

This  I  fhall  evidence  in  both  particulars,  that  'tis  ungodly 
in  refpecl  of  matter,  and  unlawfull  in  refpecl  of  form. 

Firft,  An  Oath  is  ungodly  in  refpecl:  of  matter,  (and  fo  by 
confequent  unlawfull,)  when  it  is  to  performe  ungodly  and  un- 
lawfull things,  viz,,  things  forbidden  of  God,  and  formerly 
difavowedby  us;  But  of  this  nature  is  this  Oath  and  Cove- 
nant: For 

1.  Tisto  oppofethe  King,  and  Forces raifed  by  Him,  whom 
God  hath  forbidden  you  to  refift,  and  commanded  youtoj9**r, 
honour  and  obey,  and  whom  you  have  fworne  Allegeance  unto, 
and  Protefled  to  defend  mhisSftate  and  Dignity  againft  all  Op- 
pofers,  with  y  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

2.  'Tis  to  kill,  flay  and  deftroy  your  Countrey-men  and  Brc- 
thren,which  as  a  work  of  the  Devil  you  renounced  in  your  Bap- 
tifm,  and  is  directly  oppoffte  to  thefixth  Commandemeut,  viz,. 
Thou  jh alt  not  kill,  which  then  alfo  you  vowed  and  promifed  to 
keep  andobferve. 

3.  Tis  never  to  lay  downe  *Armesy  or  to  be  quiet,  (S  long  *t 
there  is  any  left  on  the  Kings  fide  for you  to  oppofe  ;  whereas  itrife 
and  contention  are  works  of  the  flefli  difclaimed  alfo  in  Baptifm 
and.  forbidden  in  Gods  word ,  which  commands  you  to  live 
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peaceably  with  all  men,  to  fludy  to  be  cjuiet,  to  love  your  Enemies ; 
and  to  conquer  them  by  patience  and  well-doing,  and  n^t  by 
killing  of  them  or  fighting  againft  them  :  Now, 

Therefore  this  your  Oath  and  Covenant  being  of  this 
nature, 'tis  utterly  ungodly  and  fo  unlawfull  in  refpe&ofthe 
matter  of  it  •  'cisof  the  fame  kind  with  that  which  the  fourtie 
men  entrcd  into,  neither  toeat  nor  drinke  till  they  had  killed  Aft.25.1r. 
Panl;  which  none  of  you  will  grant  had  been  fit  to  be  kept, 
nay,  rather  'tis  of  a  farre  worfe  kind  then  that  was,  for 'tis  a 
Vow  or  Covenant,  not  onjy  to  breake  Gods  Commandements, 
and  to  kill  your  Brethren,  but  alfo  to  flight  yourPromife  in 
TZaptifm,  and  to  renounce  all  your  Oathes  and  Proteftationsof 
Loyaltie  and  Obedience  formerly  taken  ;  yea,  and  to  perfift  in 
fo  doing:  think  I  befeech  you,  how  you  will  anfwer  this  at  Gods 
Tribunall. 

Secondly ,  An  Oath  fas  I  apprehend)  is  unlawfull  in  refpecl 
of  the  form  (and  fo  by  confequence  ungodly  too)  when  it  is  not 
expreffed,  adminiftred  and  taken  in  fuch  verie  words  as  by  Law 
are  prefcribed,  or  when  it  is  not  enacted  by  fall  and  compleat 
Authoritie  :  But  of  this  nature  is  this  Oath  or  Covenant  which 
you  ftick  upon :  8rgo,  'tis  unlawfull  and  by  confequence  un- 
godly; for  confirmation  of  this;  let  it  be  remembred,  how 
(before  this  unhappie  Parliament  begun  at  a  meeting  in  Tor\fhirc 
about  the  firft  coming  in  of  the  Scots,)  the  King  tendred  an 
Oath  of  Loyaltie  to  the  Lord  Say,  and  fome  others,  who  refufed 
the  fame  upon  this  ground  ,  It  was  not  lawfill  in  reffeel  of  firm, 
fir  the  words,  method,  or  frame  thereof  had  not  been  agreed  up- 
on, fettled,  or  eftablijhed  by  *Ac~l  of  parliament,  viz.  by  the  King 
and  the  two  Houfes :  And  fo  the  alledged  reafons,  why  thofe 
Oaths  tendred  by  Bifbops  and  Archdeacons  at  their  Vifitations 
were  condemned  by  this  verie  Parliament  for  unlawfull  ,  was 
in  refpeel  of  their  formes ,  they  were  not  adminiftred  in  the 
precife  termes,  and  direct  words  which  by  the  King  and  whole 
Parliament  were  prefcribed  and  Authorized. 

Now  if  this  be  fo,  then  this  verie  Oath  and  Covenant  which 
you  have  taken ,  being  as  you  all  know,  defective  this  way, 
cannot  be  legall,  the  King  and  whole  Parliament  never  enacted 
itasaLawfor  you  to  take  andobferve.  But  onlie  that  corrupt 
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Fatlion  in  Parliament ,  who  (  having  themfelves  deviated  from 
the  wayes  of  God  and  Lawes  of  the  Land)  have  impofed  and 
forced  the  fame  upon  you,  to  the  end  that  with  your  lives  and 
fortunes  you  might  ftand  in  the  face  of  dangers  for  their  fakes 
and  be  as  a  ftrong  wall  to  hedge  aad  defend  them  in  their 
wickedneffe,  and  well  they  will  requite  you  for  this  fervice. 
And  for  your  Preachers  who  perfwaded  you  at  firft  to  take  this 
Covenant  and  now  to  keep  it,  they  being  in  the  fame  condition 
with  them  that  impofed  it ,  no  marvell  if  they  labour  to  hold 
you  ftill  under  the  bondage  of  it.  But  why  doe  not  thofe  your 
Preachers  anfwer  thofe  Books  which  have  been  written  againft 
it,  wherein  the  impietie  and  unlawfulnefl'e  of  it  isfuHy  evi- 
*  Bcfidcsthe  denced ;  foure  *  feverall  Bookes  have  been  written  againft  the 
OxfordRei-    fame,  and  not  one  of  them  yet  anfwered ,  which  very  thing  (if 
l0hr^tCf      well  confidered)  difco vers  their  refolution  in  evill;  they  per- 
^ichall  chc  fwade  you  to  take  and  keep  a  Covenant,  which  themfelves  are 
Aflemblv  of  not  able  to  maintaine  to  be  lawfull  by  Divinity,  or  Reafon,  or 
Divines  are    anie  other  Argument,  but  onely  Club-Law:  Nay,one  thing  more 
never  able  to  let  me  mind  you  of,  do  but  think  with  your  felves  how 
confute.        God  hath  manitefted  himfelfe  againft  this  Covenant  in  breaking 
afunder  manie  of  thofe  that  were  knit  together  by  it :  How  are 
they  divided  ?  How  bitterly  the  Prefly tenons and  Indepen- 
dents''write  and  fpeak  againft  each  other  ?  a  rotten  Covenant  it 
muft  needs  be,  that  cannot  hold  the  fpirits  of  the  Takers  one 
three  yeares  together ;  doth  not  God  hereby  plainly  manifeft 
his  dillike  of  it  ?  hath  he  not  vilibly  made  good  his  word  againft 
it  by  this  breach  among  them?  Sf.S.  9.  Affociate  your  felves 
O  ye  people,  and  yejballbe  broken  in  pieces ,  give  e  are  al(o  you  of  a 
fxrre  Conntrey  (  you  Scottijh  Covenanters )  gird  your  felves  al- 
together, yet ]b  ok ye  be  broken  in  pieces;  gird  your  felves  and  ye 
{ball  be  broken  in  pieces :  Tis  worth  the  marking  how  the  words 
are  doubled  in  the  Text,  which  according  to  the  interpretation 
offofepb,  in  whom  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelt ,  is  to  jhew  the 
Gen.41.32.    certaintie  of  the  thing  that  God  hath  eftabluhed  it,  and 
will  *  fhortly  and  furely  bring  it  to  palTe. 

LdfeScri?  Pae  PUce  f™re  ?C  re/^mDer  you  of ,  cis  Hof^.  12. 
rare  is  fulfilled  and  I  pray  conlider,  whether  the  fame  may  not  fitly  be  applyed 
in  our  eyes,    unto  you ,  Ephraim  is  opprefledand  broken  in  Judgement,  there  is 

his 
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his  prcfcnt  mifery ;  the  caufc  of  it  follower  becaufe  he  willingly 
wnl kfd  sifter  the  Qommandement ,  fcil.  ot  Jeroboam  and  his  Rebel- 
lious Tadion,  who  bv  Tome  new  Ordinance  of  their  own  devi- 
fing  had  tendrcd/bme  Oath  or  Covenant  to  the  people  againft 
their  King  whom  they  oppofed,  and  againft  the  right  and  old 
•    way  of  worfhipping  God  at  Jerufalem^  this  (itlecms)  the 
people  at  firft  hadconfentcd  willingly  unto;  and  for  the  fame 
were  foundly  opprefled  by  their  new  Mafters  (that  had  impofed 
it  on  them  :  )  Now  opprejfion  makes  even  wife  men  mad,  (efpecial- 
ly  when  it  falls  unexpected, )  and  hence  it  comes  to  paflc,that 
they  were  broken  in  judgment,  they  became  even  like  diftraded 
men,  becaufe  through  their  own  eafineffe/they  had  been  perfwa- 
dedinto  fuch  bondage  under  fuch  Mafters  as  did  nothing  but 
pill  and  oppreffe  them,  and  would  afford  no  juftice  or  remedy 
unto  them  upon  their  complainings.   Nay  and  yet  this  was  but 
the  leaft  part  of  their  puniftiment,  the  worft  is  behind,  verf.  1 3 , 
Therefore  fayes  the  Lord,  ( viz.  becaufe  they  willingly  walked  after 
the  (fommandement^ot  were  fo  eafily  perfwaded  to  take  a  wicked 
Covenant ; )  I  will  be  unto  Ephraim  as  a  moth,  and  to  the  Hqufe 
ofjudab  as  rottennejfe;  i.e.  my  Curfe  fhall  confume  them  and 
their  Families  as  a  moth  doth  a  Garment,  or  as  rottennejfe  doth 
a  thing  that  is  already  putnfied. 

Confider  I  fay,  whether  this  may  not  in  fome  fort  xoncerne 
you,  and  if  you  think  it  may,  I  befeech  you  (  deare  Countrey- 
men)  renounce  fpeedily  that  finfull  Oath  which  you  have  too 
unadvifedly  taken,  leaft  as  oppreffion  hath  already  overwhelmed 
you ;  fo  the  moth  and  rottenneffe  from  the  Lord  doe  alfo  feaze 
upon  you,  Say  not  you  a  Confederacy  any  longer  with  them  that  p 
have  confederated  againft  your  Church  and  King  ;  neither fiare 
you  their  feare;  God  is  yet  gracious  and  will  pardon  what  is 
paft  if  you  repent,  therefore  let  him  only  be  your  feare,  let  him  be 
your  dread  :  And  your  King  alfo  is  gracious,  ready  upon  your 
return  to  Loyalty  ( like  the  Prodigals  Father  )  to  remit  your 
unkindnefle  and  to  receive  you  with  gladneffe  ;  let  him  alfo  be 
the  object  of  your  Reverence,  and  let  the  delires  of  your  foules 
be  to  rejoycehis  fpirit  now,  after  this  time  wherein  you  have  fo 
fadded  and  affiided  him,  that  fo  at  laft  yet,  he  may  give up  his 
account  with  joy,  which  will  furelv  be  moftj&r  your  profit.  Hcb. 

And 
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And  now  for  thofe  your  Teachers  who  have  feduced  you,' 
both  from  gods  blejfing&c  the  warm  Sun  too  of  outward  profpe- 
ritie,which  did  fo  comfortably  fhine  upon  you,undoubtediy  they 

1  Cor.i  143  were  Satans  Minifters  in  Angels  Lhapes :  as  once  he  made  ufe  of 
Mat.  16. z7.     Peters  tongue  to  tempt  our  Saviour,  fonowhe  kath  of  theirs 

to  deceive  you  ;  and  obferve  them  well,  their  gilt  ere  long  will 
fall  off,  and  their  good  report  will  die  before  them.  And  (deare 

2  Com  1.       Countrey-men)  let  me  not  be  thought  to  boaft  overmuch  ,  if 

after  S.Paul's  manner  I  compare  my  felfe  with  them  to  your 
cogitations  and  opinions;  Are  thofe  your  Preachers  Engliftv 
men  ?  fo  am  I ;  are  they  Proteftants  (at  lead  in  your  efteem  ?  ) 
foam  I;  are  they  Minifters  of  Chrift  (think  you?)  know  this, 
that  by  the  favour  and  grace  of  God  fo  am  I;  and  perhaps 
may  fay,  that  (through  divine  afliftance)  I  have  given  as  true  a 
proof  of  my  Miniftery  among  fome  that  know  mee  as  they  have 
done:  I  have  been  in  labours  as  aboundant,  and  in  reproaches 
(for  (Thrifts  fake  jmore,  in  prifon  as  frequent,  in  dangers  of  death 
as  often  ;  in  as  many  perils  by  Robbers,  by  mine  own  Countrey- 
men,by/rf//<?  brethren  as  the  be(t  of  them  :  And  therefore  I  hope 
I  may  obtaine  credit  with  you  as  well  as  they;  I  tender  your 
falvation  I  dare  confidently  fay,  for  Chrift  my  Mafters  fake,  as 
truly  as  they  do ;  I  have  no  defign  at  all  of  mine  own  upon  you, 
to  get  your  moneys  or  ought  you  have:  I  aime  only  (God  is  my 
witneffe)  to  free  you  from  the  fnare  wherein  you  are  intangled; 
lam  aftranger  to  you,  and  fo  am  content  to  be  untill  the 
great  day  ,  when  weftialiall  meet  before  the  great  Judge,  to 
have  ourhearts  opened,  and  our  works  manifefted;  And  I  doe 
befeech  you,  God  knowes  I  write  this  with  tcares,  and  begge  of 
you  even  in  the  bowels  of  our  Saviour,  and  for  the  lake  of  thofe 
your  precious  foules,  which  he  purchafed  with  his  deareft  bloud, 
that  you  would  but  be  advifed  to  confider  ferioufly  of  what  I 
have  faid  unto  you;  my  prayer  to  the  Almighty  is  and  ihall  be 
that  y  on  may  but  accent  of  the  fame  with  a  lil^e  heart  and  jpirit  as 
' tis  pr opomded)  fay  but  you  A men ,  to  this  my  petition,  and"  we 
fhall  be  againe  of  one  mind  and  judgement.  And  O  let  us  not, 
let  ifc  not  my  deare  Brethren,  thus  continue  fighting  one  with 
another,  or  divided  one  from  another,  tor  if  v\  e  do,  xve  (hall  ere 
long,  be  deftroyed  one  by  another,  but  let  us  lay  allele  all  malice 

againft 
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againft  one  another,  and  all  cvill  fpeaking  one  of  another; 
Sirs,  rve  are  Brethren^  why  fljouldwe (Irive,  and  quarrel!  after  this 
lore,  to  the  fport  and  lcorn  of  all  that  dwell  about  us,  and  to 
the  obloquie  and  difgrace  of  our  Holy  Religion  >  O  let  our 
contention  I  befc.xh  you  only  be  like  that  of  the  Vine  and  Olive, 
which  of  us  fhall  beare  beft  fruits,  and  not  like  that  of  the  Brjer 
and  TbtflUy  which  of  us  iliall  be  mod  mifchievousand  unprofi- 
table. And  fo  (Countreymen  )  Iconclude  myfpeech  untoyou, 
with  this  Prayer  for  you  :  UcPater  ignofce  i/tx,  quia  nefaunt 
"  quidfaciunt^whzx:  of  mercies  forgive  the  people  of  this  Land, 
<c  (  who  have  been  feduced  into  this  Rebellion  againft  the  King) 
<c  their  linnes  committed  in  the  fame;  for  they  know  not  what 
u  they  have  done,  lay  not  the  evill  unto  their  charge,but  winK 
*  at  their  former  ignorance,  and  open  their  eyes  now  at 
"  length,  and  henceforth  to  fee  their  errour,and  bleflfe  thefe  con- 
c:  fiderations  unto  them,  to  that  end  and  purpofe  for  Chrift  Jefu  s 
"fake.  Amen, 

And  be  you  affured,  Sirs,  that  not  only  my  felfe,  but  alfo 
many  others  whofe  bloud  you  have  thirfted  for,  whofe  Eftates 
you  have  gaped  after,  and  whom  divers  of  you  have  been  wont 
to  entitle  with  the  odious  names  otLMalignants,  Papifts}T>e- 
vils  and  Dogges,  doe  dailie  pray  to  this  purpofe  in  your  behalfe; 
for  we  apprehending  you  to  be  in  the  fame  condition  and  ftate 
as  S.        was  in,  while  he  yet  went  breathing  out  threat nings  A^-s*-1* 
againft  the  Church  of  Chrift,  doe  thinke  it  our  dutie  to  approve 
our  felvesfuch  as  he  was,  when  he  prayed  for  the  perfecuting 
Ifraelites  ( his  Brethren  according  to  the  fiejh )  that  they  might  be 
javed :  we  conceive  of  you,  as  he  did  of  them,  that  you  have 
a  z,eale ,  though  not  according  unto  knowledge  \    this  our  Reli-  ^om  ie 
gion  teacheth  us  to  doe,  and  thus  to  think :  And  fo  God  be  * 
with  you, 
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A  faithfall  and  Minifieriall  Admonition^  to  the  Treu- 
blers  of  our  lfra-cl :  fcil.  the  Factious  Members  of  the 
frctendcd  Fartiament  at  Weflminsier^  who  are  Evi- 
denced to  be  neither  Patriots  to  their  Country  Wife- 
men^  nor  good  men  ;  Their  Religion  discovered  to  he  ncc 
una,  ncc  vera,  nec  bona. 

IN  the  next  or  fecond place,  I  fhall  affume  the  boldneflTeto 
fpeak  a  little  unto  you,  (O  you  men  of  Weftminfter  )  and  I 
pray  obferve  my  word?,  if  Providence  fhall  pleafe  to  bring 
this 'my  Book  unto  your  view.    And  firft  let  me  detlre  of  you 
not  to  be  angry,  if  I  fpeak  rather  to  profit  then  to  pleafe  you, 
forbearing  altogether  thofe  falfe  and  clawing  expreffions,  which 
your  adorers  ufe,  when  they  addreiTe  themfelves  to  fpeak  unto 
you  :  I  dare  not  tell  you  of  any  Humble  tenders  ofmjeonftant 
Devotion  to  ferve  yon  in  your  way ;  for  I  am  fure  'tis  not  the  way 
of  Chrift  and  God,  nor  can  I  humbly  acknowledge  your  great 
Labour  and  endeavours  imployed  thefe  many  yeares  in  the  Refor- 
mation and  frefervation  of  Church  and  (fommon-yve alth  :  for  I 
know  no  fuch  matter,  but  rather  the  direct  contrary;  I  love 
not  to  jeereyou,  for  fuch  language  to  you  I  take  to  be  none 
other  then  a  plaine  jeering  of  you  :  nor  can  I  tell  how  to  give 
flattering  Titles ;  I  am  one  of  ChrifVs  Meflengers,  and  have  a 
chirge  to  tell  you  aloud  of  your  tranfgrejfions ,  and  of  your 
finnes;  perhaps  there  are  but  few,  that  will  in  all  things,  "do  it 
fo  plain lv,  as  I  have  done  or  fhall  do  ;  but  as  it  is  my  duty,  fo  1 
thank  God  it  hath  alwayes  been  my  cuftome  and  care,  to  keep 
a  good  Confcience  in  this  matter ;  and  though  I  am  guilty  of 
many  finnes,  (for  which  the  Lord- be  merciful!  unto  his  fer- 
vant, )  yet  prayfed  be  his  grace,  I  never  had  any  inward  check, 
for  any  knowne  flattery  of  any  in  the  ferious  difcharge  of  my 
calling  j  I  hope  I  may  without  preemption  fay,  that  I  am  as 

free 
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free  homthat  fwr.cis  Luther  was  from  that  of  (fovetoufnefa  ; 

I  make  no  qucftion,  if  you  can  gripe  me  ,  vou  (the  guilty 

Faction  I  meane)  will  deale  with  me,  as  your  Fore-fathers  did 

with  my  Matter  Jefus,  for  my  going  in  this  his  way,  of  plainly 

detecting  Hypocrites  and  evill  men  ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  keep 

my  ielfeout  of  your  power  fo  long  as  I  can  ,  and  doe  pray 

that  if  it  be  my  portion  at  laft,  (when  mine  hour  iscome)  to 

fall  within  your  reach,  I  may  have  ftrength  and  patience  from 

above  to  endure  the  paines  of  death,  whichlfhall  confidently 

look  for  at  your  bloudy  handsjthou'gh  let  me  tell  you  one  thing, 

and  it  (Kail  be  only  that  which  bleffed  Sanders  the  Martyr,  told 

your  brother  Stephen  Cjardiner^  you  were  befl  to  take  heed  of*'****"*** 

Shedding  innocent  bloud,  fir  truly  it  will  cry  :  And  as  terome  of 

Prague  did  his  Enemies  at  the  Councell  of  Conftance,  io  l"hall  I 

cite  you  to  anfwer  for  it,  before  the  Tributiall  of  the  moil 

High  and  juft  Judge  :  Well,  this  being  premifed,  I  doe 

now  addrefle  my  feife  unto  you,  for  the  prefent  in  this 

manner. 

Be  it  knowne  unto  you,  (O  you  unhappy  men)you  have  been 
the  principall  inftruments  of  all  our  woes,  and  have  given  life 
and  motion  to  all  out  miferies  ;  you  are  they  that  have  moft 
highly  fcandalized  the  Golf  ell  of  the  Sonne  of  God  ,  by  your 
acting  under  the  profeflion  of  it ,  moft  horrid  evills,  as  if  that 
had  countenanced  you  in  yourfo  doing;  you  are  they  that 
have  turned  this  well-ordered  Common- wealth  into  a  confufed 
Chaos,  and  have  laboured  with  all  your  might  to  pull  down  the 
profperous  Government  of  this  moft  renowned  *Church  ;  you 
are  they  that  have  perfecuted  and  defamed  a  moft  pious  King, 
and  expofed  to  eternal!  difgrace  and  fufpition  the  Religion  of  the 
Proteftants ;  you  have  fuppreiTed,  (llenced,  banifhed,  murthered, 
and  undone  many  thoufand  Preachers  and  Piofcffours  of  it;  you 
are  they  that  have  deceived  your  fiuntrey  in  abufing  that  truft 
which  they  impofed  in  you;  you  would  be  accounted  Patriots 
forfooth,  but  you  have  acted  the  part  of  Butchers  rather,  both 
upon  the  foules  and  bodies  of  your  Countrey-men ;  you  would 
be  thought  wife  men>  but  your  wifdome  hath  been  only  fhown  in 
ill  doings;  you  would  be  efteemedW^/^r/fttf/jbut  where  then  is 
that  harmlefnefsj.hzt  undefilednefsy\\h\c[\  ihould  have  appeared  in 

Qq  2  you? 
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you?  yon  have  been  full  of  b loud- guilt inejfe ;  yea,  of  Rebellion, 
iSat&ifi  which  asthe  Scripture  fa  yes ,  i*  like  the  finne  of  witchcraft^ 
Majefrie  and  Mercy  were  wont  to  be  the  ftrongeft  guards 
againft  Treafon, till  your  d aye's;  but  you  have  violently  bard: 
through  that  double  fence,  and  pierced  through  the  privie  maile 
of  Innocence  too;  Majefty,Mercy,and  Innocence, ail  have  been 
rather  as  a  pr^y  to  invite  your  evill  natures,  then  any  guard  to 
keep  you  back  from  offering  violation  ;  O  to  what  an  high 
pitch  have  you  afcended  ?  what  tranfcendent  impieties?  what 
blonds  and  blafphemies  hive  you  countenanced  and  committed? 
qulsta.Ua,  fando  temperet  a  lachrjmis ,  who  without  flouds  of 
tears  is  able  to  expreflfe  or  think  of  what  you  have  afted. 

Efft,  for  the  Title of  Txtmts  which  you  chirft  after;  Ohai 
youbeen  advifed  by  your  King, hid  youclofed  with  your  Sove- 
raign  when  heat  firft  committed  things  to  your  care,  to  order, 
refttfie  a  id  fettle  for  our  good,  had  you  minded  that  work  for 
which  you  met,  and  made  that  your  bufineflfe  as  he  would  have 
had  you,  how  Lhould  we  all  have  rejoyced  in  the  very  mention 
of  you  as  of  Patriots  indeed  ?  how  fhould  we  have  hugged  your 
names  in  our  affectionate  memories,  and  conveyed  them  to 
*  Pofterity  with  a  charge  to  keep  in  everlafting  Honour  ? 

As  Adam  and  Sve  were  our  undertakers  or  reprefenters  in 
Para4ife,(o  were  you  in  Parliaments  and  as  God  to  them,  fo 
the  King  to  you,  gave  a  Liberty  over  all  the  Plants  and  Crea- 
tures in  his  Garden  ;  reftrained  you  in  nothing,  fave  onely  from 
one  particular  thing,  which  was  the  forbidden  fruit ;  but  nothing 
iv  on  Id  fatisfie  your  ambitious  reach  fave  onely  that ,  whereby 
you  have  brought  upon  us  all,  Gods  heavie  curfe,  and  all  kinde 
of  miferies.  O  how  farre  were  you  from  the  difpofition  of  ho- 
Gc;v$5>  3,9  n&fofeph,  who  being  tempted  to  meddle  with  that  which  be- 
longed not  to  him,  was  with-held  by  the  confideratioa  of  that 
great  truft,  which  his  Matter  had  repofed  in  him,  and  of  that 
liberty  and  authority  which  in  ail  things  elfe  was  granted  to 
him :  And  how  did  God  foone  after  reward  this  his  faithfuineffe 
by  advancing  him  to  as  great  Authority  over  the  whole  Realm, 
as  hz  had  before  over  one  Family;  wherein  alfo  all  but  the 
Throat  was  at  his  difpodng,  in  that  only  (fayes  Pharaoh  )  I 
<fcfi  4-1.40.    mil  be  above  thee :  which  he  ( good  man)  was  farre  enough  from 

feeking 
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fceking  after ;  for  his  endeavours  only  were  to  fettle  Pharaoh 
more  hrmly  in  ic ,  and  to  advance  his  wealth  and  dignity,  as 
the  ftory  at  large  tells  us ;  by  which  meanes  he  procured  honour 
and  favour  furhcient  to  himfelfe,  both  with  God  and  Man*  he 
lived  defired  of  all,  and  died  lamented  by  the  whole  Natioa* 
Olfay,  that  vou  had  had  the  wifdome  and  the  grace,  to  have 
imitated  this  fofeph,  this  good  Councellour  of  State ;  you  were 
tied  in  as  great  engagements  of  gratitude  as  he  ;  but  you 
without  any  other  temptation  ,  fave  only  the  corruption  of 
yourowne  hearts,  have  laboured  to  ravifh  from  your  Lord 
and  Matter  his  referved  jewell  of  Majeftie,  and  to  rob  him 
of  his  wealth  and  of  the  hearts  of  his  people  :  yea,  and  to  inveft 
your  felves  with  that  Honour  and  efte.m  which  with  your 
ftrongeft  fludies  you  ought  to  have  fattened  eternally  to  his 
Crown  and  Diademe.  Therefore  you  mutt  never  thiuk  (how- 
ever your rl-itte re rs  doe  bedawb  you, )  that  you  (hall  ever  be 
dignified  by  good  men  with  that  Title  of  sAbraes,  as  fofeph 
was,  or  be  reckoned  for  Patriots  of  your  Countrey. 

I  have  read  that  true  Patriots  have  thefe  foure  conditions. 

1.  They  will  love  and  obey  their  true  and  lawfull  Prince,  gi- 
ving example  to  all  others  of  doing  the  like ;  for  to  love 
their  Countrey  and  hate  their  Prince  can  never  (land  to- 
gether. 

2.  They  will  defend  their  Prince  and  Countrey  againft  fuch 
as  are  enemies  thereof ,  and  that  go  about  to  difpoffeife  him  of 
the  Rule  and  Government. 

3.  They  are  carefnll  to  conferve  their  Countrey  from  def- 
lation and  ruine,  by  inland  diffentiens  and  Civill  Warres. 

4.  They  will  alio  maintaine  others  that  are  borne  in  the 
fame  Countrey  as  well  as  themfelves  in  the  fruition  of  their 
lands  and  goods  rightly  belonging  to  them. 

Now  I  would  have  your  own  conferences  fpeak,  whether  any 
one  of  thefe  foure  conditions  have  appeared  in  youlinceyou 
met  together ;  nay,  have  you  not  rather  frown  a  direct  oppofiti- 
on  unto  them  ail  ?  have  you  not  carryed  your  felves  towards 
your  naturall  Prince  in  all  way  es  of  hatred,  contention  and  difo- 
bedience.?  Hive  you  not  abandoned  his  Authority  and  gone 
about  to  take  away  his  abfokice  Soveraigntie  from  him  ?  Have 

Qa  3  you 
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you  not  occafioned  defolations,fpoiIes,and  robberies,  through- 
out the  whole  Nation,  by  thefeunnaturall  divifions  and  Civill 
Warres  which  you  have  kindled  ?  Have  you  not  taken  by  vio-< 
lence  from  your  Country  men  their  ancient  poflTelfions,left  them, 
by  their  Fathers,  giving  and  felling  the  fame  away  to  (Gran- 
gers, broken  all  their  Irrong  Priviledges,  and  moll  tyranni- 
cally and  cruelly  ihed  their  bloud?  let  your  owne  Consciences 
fpeake  whether  thefe  things  have  not  been  done  by  yon. 

You  would  (I  know)  be  famous  amongft  men,  and  to  this 
end  you  fet  your  adorers  on  work  to  talk  of  great  things  which 
you  have  done,  and  to  attribute  to  yourfole  praife  thoieacls  of 
grace,  which  were  the  fruits  of  the  Kings  goodnefle,  (the  benefit 
whereof  notwithftandrng  you  will  not  fufFer  the  people  to  en- 
joy,) yea,  and  they  call  you  the  Phoenix-^Parliament ,  and  the 
wonder-working  Parliament ,  but  if  we  fpeake  the  downright 
truth,you  are  famous  only  in  infamy ';it  was  faid  in  JoJiah's\>rxife, 
but  ic  may  be  affirmed  on  the  contrary  to  your  diigrace,  that 
never  the  like  went  before  youy  nor  followed  after  you ;  and  there- 
fore you  are  indeed  a  rare  and  Thoenix- Parliament :  and  won- 
ders we  confefle  you  have  wrought  too,  even  fuch  as  Hell  it  felf 
doth,  both  rejoyce  in  and  ftand  amazed  at ;  but  Chriftian  man- 
kind hath  caufe  for  ever  both  to  abhorre  and  loath:  Its  true, 
pulchrum  eft  eminere  inter  illujlres  viros ,  (  as  Seneca  fayes ) 
'tis  a  faire  and  defirable  thing  to  ftand  in  the  rank  of  renowned 
^confulets  pa-  men ;  but  they  that  will  do  fo,  (as  he  teacheth  *)  mufi  confult for 
tfi£,parcere aj-  their  Qountreys %ood9  comfort  afflicted  foules,  abfteine  from  blond, 
fltftity  {era.    bridle  their  paffions ,  bee  peace-makers  and  inflruments  of  quiet" 
Cede  abftinere,        -m  their  generation  :  Hac  fumma  virtus  ,  petitur  hac  cdum 
L?2L,  *m        this  is  true  Honours  road,  this  is  the  way  to  Heaven  ; 
qv.etem,  jectth  wherein  as  yet  you  have  not  entred,  and  therefore  are  no  true 
facemfno.  Patriots* 

Secondly,  nor  are  you  x.n\\ywifemen,  which  is  another  Title 
you  challenge  to  your  feives :  Let  me  tell  you,  that  men  quali- 
fied with  true  wifdome  have  heretofore  judged  Warre  the 
greateft  evill  ,  as  whereby  crefcit  fcelus  dum  punitur ,  finne 
is  rather  increafed  then  punifhed  in  a  Nation;  and  they  have 
deemed  the  beft  ufe  thereof  to  be  the  fame  which  Nurfes  make 
of  Robin  Goodfellow,  onely  to  terrifie  ;  for  inftead  of  refining, 
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it  corrupted*  and  depopulated  Churches  and  Kingdomes;  there- 
fore how  farre  will  Pollerity  judge  yon  to  have  been  from  true 
wifedome ,  in  choofmg  to  accomplish  your  ends  by  this  meanc*, 
when  they  fhall  read  of  your  doings,  and  withall,that  what  ever 
good  you  could  expect  or  durft  pretend  to  reap  by  it,  wasoftred 
you  without  it  ?  you  thought  meet  in  your  wifdome  to  walke 
rather  in  the  way  offeare,  then  in  that  of  love,  and  to  force  your 
King  to  grant  you  more,  then  was  fit  for  him  to  give,  or  you 
to  take  ;  but  this  fhewed  your  great  ignorance,  as  of  God  and 
his  paths,  fo  of  noble  Natures ,with  whom  compullion  prevaileth 
never;  the  limits  of  Princes  are  not  to  be  fo  bounded;  Rex 
eft  qui  metuit  nihil ;  Majefty  and  feare  cannot  lodge  together 
nor  ought  they ;  inforcement  kills  Authority ;  'tis  an  fcggp 
<w?'qtz*;vs  for  fubjects  to  give  Lawes  to  their  fuperiours ;  and 
that  Servants  (ho old  beare  rule  over  their  Matters,  isthefirft  proy.0,, 
ofthofe  foure  things,  for  which  the  e  artk  is  dif quiet  edy  fayes  wife 
Solomon. 

Truly  (Gentlemen)  I  would  have  you  wife  men,  and  fo  to  ap- 
prove your  felves,  your  place  requires  it ,  but  by  no  meanes 
will  I  allow  you  to  be  wicked;  for  as  wifedome  beft,  fo  wickfdneffe 
of  all  others  dothworft  become  you;  P alias  the  Goddeifeof 
wifedome,  was  feigned  by  the  Ancients  to  have  a  Buckler  all 
over  coveted  with  Snakes  and  Serpents,  and  I  allow  the  like 
to  you,  but  it  was  of  pure  Chriftall  all  bright  and  clear,  and  fo 
muft  your  wifedome  be  :  They  gave  her  alfo  a  fpeare  cum  acuta 
cujpide,  with  a  fharpe  point,  and  fo  let  it  be,  but  it  was  of  true 
Steele  and  not  wrought  but  by  Vulcan  whom  they  feigned  a 
God ;  they  0 id  flic  was  a  fufctile  woman :  be  you  as  fubtile  as 
the  ;  but  (lie  was  ever  a  Virgin,  (he  was  alwayes  honeft  and 
would  never  be  defiled,  fiich  muft  your  wifedome  be ;  they 
faid  herCounceii  was  alwayes  to  be  approved,  but  they  there- 
fore held  that  fne  hud  no  humane  Mother,  but  was  borne  above, 
even  of  the  braine  of  Iupiter.  And  fo  from  above  would  I  have 
your  wifedome  to  proceed,  which  S. lames  defcribes  to  be  a 
wifdome  that  is  pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  ea/ie  to  be  intreated,  Iam- v1/ 
•full  of  mercy,  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality  and  hypocrijie.  I 
confeffe  the  truth  unto  you,  you  are  no  fooles  in  one  fence,  you 
have  a  wifedome,  and  it  appeares  fufSciently,  (by  all  your  doings) 
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where  you  had  it ;  you  have  been  Serpentine  enough  in  your 
whole  working,  had  you  been  but  as  Dovelike  too,  you  might 
have  been  Chronicled  for  right  wife  men.  Solomon  reckons  up 
the  Spider,  to  be  one  of  thofe  foure  little  things  that  wexceed- 
Prov.  50.28.  ing  -„ife.  but  yet  the  Spider  wasalwayes  odious  unto  Tallasy 
not  for  her  (ubtilty  but  for  her  venome,  and  becanfe  her  web 
is  madefo  flight  that  it  will  make  no  garments,  of  which  nature 
will  all  your  concrivements  prove  in  the  conclusion ;  they  will 
not  be  able  to  cover  your  felves  from  the  eye  of  Gods  fnfiice 
or  of  the  worlds  notice ;  intangle  you  they  may,  (  as  fometime 
'we  have  feen  the  Spider  intangled  in  hsr  own  web,  as  well  as 
other  Flics  which  the  hath  fpread  her  net  for;)infomuch  that  (as 
,  g  Bildad  in  lob  fayes)  your  hope  /ball  be  as  the  Spiders  web>  that  is, 

'  ' I4'  daihed  in  a  moment,  even  as  the  Spider  and  her  web  bo:h,(which 
{he  took  fuch  paines  about)  is  by  the  good  Hufwifes  broom 
thrown  down  together  in  an  inftant ;  fo  lhall  you  and  youc 
long  machinations,  be  brought  to  a  fuddain  period ;  when 
the  great  Houfe-keeper  and  heart-fearcher,  fhall  come  amongft 
you,w\t\ithebeefomeofdeftruttion. 

And  I  pray  Sirs  let  me  aske  you  a  queftion ,  doe  yOu  in  your 
wifedome  think  in  good  earneft,  this  world  will  faft  alwayes 
with  you?  can  you  promife  your  felves  a  continuing  happinefle 
in  your  lofty  and  Rebellious  way  ?  did  you  never  heare  of  that 
hymg,feqttitttr  fnperbos  ultor  a  tergo  Deus,  nor  of  thxt  ttbinon 
eftpttdor,  nec  euro,  juris,  fanttitas,  pie t as,  fides,  inftabileregnnm 
eft  ?  or  can  you  be  fo  blind  as  to  think  any  of  thefe  areinyour 
felves?  fome  folke  perhaps  according  to  the  forme  by  your 
felves  prefcribed,  doe  fometimes#betnm  you  with  fuch  grange 
Titles  jo^x.  are  you  fo  fimple  as  to  conceit  that  wife  men  do  fancy 
them  to  belong  unto  you?  no,  no  (  Gentlemen )  befool  not 
your  felves ;  all  people  have  not  loft  their  eyes,  nor  is  it  a  Cloud 
but  a  net  that  you  dance  in ;  we  fee  plainly  under  what  pretences 
youhave  divided  our  Doflrine  of  unity,  and  unfwadled  the 
bonds  of  Peace  and  Charitie  amongft  us  ;  we  perceive  how 
you  goe  about  to  make  yoiir  ufurped  greatneflTe,  wealth  and 
honour,  the  rules  to  fquare  out  Cannons  o?  Faith  for  us  by,  and 
how  you  fet  your  Ajfembljf  of  Divines*  (  as  you  calf  them  }  on 
work  to  devife  Arguments  to  uphold  the  fame  •  how  you  have 
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filcnced  and  fufpendcd  from  preaching  Gods  truth,  all  thofe  la- 
borious and  fartnfhlj  Teachers  chat  will  not  preach  to  pleafe  yout 
iufts,  but  ikthct  to  the  dtfeovery  of  your  bafe  ends  and  wayes : 
And  how  you  have  fet  up  an  High  Qommiffion  Court(ot  fomthing 
worfe  which  you  call  a  Committee)  in  all  Counties  to  that  pur- 
pore;  notwichthnding  not  long  ;<goe,  your  felves  did  vote 
agr.nft  fome  Bifliops  tor  fo  doing ;  and  did  declare  that  in  the 
fence  of  the  Houfe,  it  was  a  very  ungodly  and  wicked  things  to 
barre  any  good  man  from  "Trenching  and  revealing  the  whole  will 
and^oun/ellofgod;  We  perceive  well  enough  how  you  have 
purfued  your  own  private  ends  in  all  your  wayes,  notwithftan- 
ding  your  publick  pretences;  how  you  have  greatned  your 
felves,  by  that  wealth  and  moneys  extorted  both  from  City  and 
Countrey,  and  how  unwilling  you  are  to  come  to  a  reckoning 
for  the  fame;  wecannot  but  note,  how  you  have  inverted 
your  felves  with  all  theKings  Revenews,  with  all  the  great  Of- 
fees  of  the  Kingdome,  and  with  the  Sflates  of  all  Loyali  Sub- 
jects, whom  you  have  made  Delinquents ;  and  I  pray  wherefore? 
but  only  for  their  Confidence  and  Loyalty.   I  dare  challenge 
you  to  declare  if  you  can  any  other  reafon,  why  many  of  your 
ft  How  memi>ers,Viiho  were  men  of  found  and  upright  judgements, 
lidcere  hearts,  and  knowne  integrity,  of  as  good  credit  in  their 
Countrey  as  the  beftof  your  felves,  and  chofen  with  as  gene- 
fall  a confent  unto  their  places;  why,  I  fay,  or  for  what  other 
reafon  they  have  been  made  Delinquents  by  you,  then  onlybe- 
caufe  their  Confciences  would  not  fufFer  them  to  goe  along  with 
you  in  your  way,  which  they  knew  to  be  direclly  oppolite  to 
Gods  word  and  the  Law  of  the  Land. 

But  doe  you  thinke  that  thefe  and  many  fuch  like  things, 
being  obferved  e>  alt  a  mente  repofta,  will  be  patiently  born 
alwayes?  will  men  of  nofrle  bloud  and  fpirit  indure  this  thral- 
dome  at  your  hands  ?  will  they  with  contented  eyes,  fee  Stran- 
gers enjoy  and  poffeffe  that  weath,  and  thofe  inheritances  which 
God  hath  given  to  them,  and" their  Faihers  have  left  them  ? 
will  they  not  rather  hazard  their  lives  to  cut  your  throats  in  re- 
venge of  their  own  wrongs,  and  thtuk  they  doe  God  fervice  in 
it,  feeing  you  have  difauled  Him  from  doing  them  juftice  whom 
God  hath  intruded  with  the  iword  for  that  purpofe  ?  doe  you 
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not  think  'tis  polfibie  that  you  may  eat  the  fruit  of  your  owne 
wayes,and  drink  the  juyce  of  your  own  Doclrines?  quicquid  m* 
dignum  aut  ferum  cuiquam  pttttit >hoc  fecit  dolor,  tenebr&fy  (  fayes 
wife  Seneca. ) 

Nay  (Sirs)do  you  thinke  that  the  Common  people  who  now 
adore  you,  will  no:  at  length  fully  fent  you  ?  did  you  never  read 
or  obferve,that  the  temper  of  popular  affechon  is  very  Aguifh, 
and  its  tenure  flippery?  do  not  you  apprehend,  that  many  of 
them  already  doe  more  feare  then  love  you?  whence  elfe  (be- 
ing asked  the  Reafon  of  their  adherence  to  you )  doe  they 

*  Tt  Kevins  to  ufially  anfwer  in  this  manner  ?  what  wouldyou  have  as  to  doe}  if 
work  already,  wefhould  not  doe  as  the j  would  have  us,  the)  would  plunder  us  of 
as  evidently  aff  we hate,  and  not  leave  us  worth  a  penny  :  Can  you  fancy  that 
appeues  b.  t^;s  DUrinefk  VVill  not  worke  in  *  time  ?  verily  I  am  perfwaded, 
Loadlan-  0>HciE  you  breake  off  your  (ins  by  repentance  ,  and  defift  from 
guaee  which  RebelIion,rapine  and  bloud)  rather  then  you  (hall  go  unpunilii- 
inalT?l^ocs  is  ed,  (if  the  Seilaries  whom  you  have  foflered  doe  not)  the  very 
uttered  agamft  peofle  whom  you  hzvcfedticedwiW,  even  teare  you  in  pieces  as 
y°u-  you  go  in  the  Streets, as  they  did  Dr. Lamb  (whom  they  tooke 

for  a  Conjurer)  fome  i  S.yeares  ago,  and  will  pluck  you'asfmall 
as  the  people  of  Rome  did  Sqanus  in  times  paft  ;  for  their  appre- 
henfions  of  you  will  be  every  way  as  bad  as  theirs  was  of  him  : 
you  know  how  your  felves  and  your  Preachers  have  taught  the 
vulgar ,  who  were  otherwife  inftru&ed  before ,  that  the  Su- 
preme Power  is  in  themfelves,  and  that  they  may  reform  and  pu- 
nifh  Malefactors  and  do  God  go  jd  fervice  therein,  if  they  can- 
not otherwife  have  juftice  done  upon  them;  and  you  in  your 
wifdome  have  fo  exercifed  them  of  late ,  that  they  have  un- 
doubtedly learned  to  make  no  great  fcruple  of  fhedding  bloud, 
fpecially  of  fiich  as  themfelves  apprehend  to  be  guilty ;  it  would 

•  iconic  be  ke  Vour  n,iflom'  t0  think  ?f  thefe  things  in  time. 

gin  to&e  this  As  yet  perhaps  vour  vengeance  Oeepeth,  &  faElapopulus 
no  v  j  forthev  cogttur  quamferre  tarn  people  are  forced  tt»  Deare  with 

^y^^^pitience,  yea,and  to  praife  yo  u  doings;  but  remember  quos 
laved  w^ox\collt  metus  laud*™,  eofdem  reddit  inlmicos  metus  y  that  feare 
the  if tngdom, wjiich  extorts  praife,  doth  alio  engender  and  increafe  hate: 
is  to  maintain  when  theycome  to  be  fenfible  of  your  polition  and  refolution, 
a  *\ar  agiin!^  fcHt  *  Mdis  domanda  ejlaudacia  populi ,  &  gr-avi  femper  yugo 

0  fremenda^ 


Troublers  of  our  ffrael.  2  83 

premenda>ne quid  Jimile  tentare  attdeaty  i.e.  the  people  muft  be  ^  tjna(j0 
kept  bare  and  low  ,  in  an  underly  condition,  leaft  they  attempt  the  people"1' 
fuch  a  thing  againft  us,  as  we  have  done  againft  the  King ;  I  rr.uit  give  fo 
fiy,  when  they  come  throughly  and  generally  to  be  apprehen-  much  to  keep 
five  of  this  your  purpofr,  they  will  then  remember  w  here  your  *n  Arny  on 
felves  have  faid  the  Supremacy  licth;  when  they  feele  the  at ^ ami  und° 
Souldery  maintained  by  you  to  offer  them  violence,  and  no  be-  thcmlclvcs, 
nefitof  Law  allowed  them  to  right  themfelves  (as  to  this  it 
muft  come,  that  you  will  not  dare  to  gainfay  the  Souldier  in 
any  of  his  wayes)  when  thefe  things  come  to  pane,  then  looke 
to  your  felves,for  your  time  approachcthjbut  I  am  weary  of  your 
wifedome  which  will  undoubtedly  end  in  folly.  I  will  confider 
alfo  what  your  piety  is-for  as  was  faid,you  would  alfo  be  efteem- 
ed  Holy  Per  fins. 

Thirdly,  Therefore  for  the  Title  of  Godlinefie. ,  The  Pfal- 
mift  fayes,  that  the  wicked  walks  on  every  Jide,  when  the  P*a\m«,2h* 
vileftmen  are  exalted ;  We  may  give  a  guetfe  then  at  what 
is  in  you,  by  the  conditions  of  thofe  perfons  that  are  a- 
bove-board  with  yon,  and  impioyed  by  you  ;  as  alfo  by  that 
progrelte  which  Religion  hath  had  fince  you  have  domineered ; 
for  thegoodneffe  or  badneffc  of  Rulers  hath  alwayes  been  con- 
cluded upon  from  the  growth  or  decay  of  Religion  in  their 
dayes.  But  truly  (Sirs)  not  to  flatter  you  ,  we  obferve  your 
'Piety  to  be  nec  una,  nec  vera,  nec  bona,  and  therefore  conceive 
it  to  be,  in  very  deed  nulla;  I  muft  be  plaine  ,  'tis  my  profef- 
fion,  and  my  refolution,  and  therefore  you  muftbeare  with  me. 

Firft,Tis  not  unafoi  you  are  divided  in  Religion,the  very  beft 
among  you,  I  iliall  minde  you  to  this  purpofe  of  fome  paflages 
in  Print,  between  your  two  fo  much  extolled  Projeffors  (  nay, 
Martyrs  fo  intitled,  fo  honoured)  William  Prynne  and  Henry 
'Burton,  (whom  at  the  beginning  of  your  meeting  you  fetii  for, 
and  reeeived  with  more  affectionate  and  generall  applaufe,then 
ever  fince  was  ihewn  unto  your  Sovereign:)  thefe  two  (however 
conjoyned  in  that  ridiculous  and  admired  Triumph  ,  which  your 
felves  with  the  City  of  Londony\sxs  pleafed  to  make  them,)  even 
thefe  very  two  have  been  at  daggers  drawing,  almoft  ever  fince, 
about  their  Religion-,  and  each  of  them  have  (even  amongft 
your  very  felves)  Followers  and  Difciples  great  plenty;  they 
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are  indeed  the  two  grandefl  Champions  of  the  two  grandefl: 
Factions  of  tho  fe  52  which  f  as  reports  goes)  doe  fwarm  among 
you;  Prynne  is  (as  appears  )  for  the  Prefbyterians ,  and  Burton 
for  the  Independents :  And  their  controverfie  is  about  no  leflfe 
then  a  maine  part  of  the  Gojpcl,  for  of  that  nature  is  Church- 
Government  in  Burtons  prefent  judgement ,  and  Prynne  was 
apprehended  of  the  very  fame  opinion  all  the  while  he  hell  up 
Satans  banner  againft  the  Biftiops ;  though  now  it  feemes  (as 
many  others  of  his  Seel  are)  he  is  fallen  from  it;  for  he  holds 
now  (as  Prelats  did  before)  that  therebe  Nation all  Churches,  and 
See  for  all  this        eac^°  ^at^  a  Liberty  to  chufe  and  fettle  fuch  a  P  ormof  Qhurch 
and  ihat  which  Government, as  is  moft  fat  able  to  the  Lawes,  Quflomes,  and  manners 
folloveth  buy-  of  the  people ;  yea,  and  further,  that  there  is  no  diretl precept  or  pat- 
tons  Vindica-ti.  tern  'm  Sacred  Writ  for  particulars  in  Difcipline  and  Ceremony,  but 
7* Churches  ^  a,re  ^  t0  ^Hmane  Prt*dence And  to  prove  this  aga'inft 
aaahiit  F/yntie  n*s  Brother  Burtons  Faction,  he  doth  ufe  thofe  very  Arguments,. 
Si  Brother,     which  were  wont  to  be  ufed  againft  himfelfe  and  his  Seel ,  and 
are  to  be  found  originally  in  Mr. Hookers  Ecclefiafticall  Policy  ; 
But  'Burton  fpits  at  him  for  this,  and  affirms  platnely,  that  to 
fh ape  Religion  in  point  of  Church- government  to  humane  Policy , 
is  to  Jhape  a  ffoat  fir  the  LMoone ,  &  humano  capiti  cervicem 
jungere  equinam,  &populo  ut  placeret  fabulas  facere,  to  coyne 
tales  to pleafe  people;  Wherefore  he  taxeth  his  Brother  Prynne 
of  high prefumption ,  in  thus  attempting  to  mingle  Earth  and 
Heaven  together,  (the/  are  his  owne  words,  for  I'le  not  vary  a 
fyllable  from  his  own  expreflions J  what  (fayes  he)  cannot  your 
Law  and  our  (j  off  el  cot  ten  together,  unlejfe  our  Go/pel  we  ares  jour 
Lawes  Liver ie,  and  be  tyred  in  a  Gown  like  one  of  your  Sergeanjs, 
made  up  of  two  fever  all  colours. 

Prynne  is  peremptory,  that  Church-Government  and  Tower 
of  making  Ecclefiafticall  Lawes  to  binde,  was  ever  in  the  Civ  ill 
(JWagiftrate ;  the  Priefis  or  Chrgie  never  had  any  thing  to  do  in 
that  worke  by  right  -  and  (fayes  he)  the  power  is  in  the  Par- 
liament ;  that  place  Math.  18.  15,  16,  17.  If  thy  brother  of- 
fend,  &c.  He  will  have  to  be  meant  not  of  Excommunication, 
but  of  the  Qivill Qourt  of  fufiice :  And  he  fayes  further,  that 
in  the  sAffembly  or  £v angelic all  Synod,  Acl  15.  the  Apofiles  did 
npt  paffe  their  Votes  as  they  were  i/fpoftlcs  guided  infallibly  y  by  the 
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rloly  Ghoft,  but  rather  as  they  were  in  their  ordinary  capacity 
45  Elders  and  chief c  members  of  it,  and  this  he  concludes  to  be  an 
undeniable  Scripture  Authority  for  the  law  fill  ufe  of  Parliaments 
aiud  Synods  under  the  Qcjpell,  upon  /ike  nccefjary  occafrons,  and  for 
their  power  to  determine  Contriver  fie  s  of  Religion,  to  wake  Canons, 
maugre  all  evafrons  and  exceptions  of  Independents  to  elude  it  • 
all  which  with  much  more  fuch  ftufFe,  to  the  fame  purpofe  (as  it 
ifeems)  Trynne  hath  againft  his  Adverfaries ,  and  proves  it  (as 
Burton  notes  )  with  an  jv/rfi-fyii;  but  fayes  he,  that  fhall  not 
ferve  the  turne,  for  he  denies  every  bit  of  it,  with  another  £vt& 
g«H,as  good  as  his ;  he  is  very  pofuive,  that  rve  Jhould  have  a 
very  mad  world  of  it,  if  Civill  States  or  Parliaments  Jhould  have  li- 
berty to  frame  Church-  governments ,  or  fet  up  Difcipline  ;  He 
allows  a  State  to  pull  down  an  old  (fhurch-Government  indeed,  but 
by  no  meanes  to  fet  up  any ,  fir  that  (he  faith  )  is  another  thing. 
And  he  tells  Prynne  plamely,  that  he  is  out  of  his  proper  orbe  in 
talking  thus,  and  'tis  out  of  his  jealoufre  that  Church  Cenfures 
Jhould  trench  upon  his  pleadings  at  the  Barre  ofjuflice;  and  for 
his  part  he  is  confident  that  the  place  Mat.  lS.belongeth  not  to 
Civill  (fount)  but  to  the  Church  (as  all  Prefbyterians  heretofore 
did  expound  it)  and  for  the  Decrees  made  at  the  Synod  All.  i  ? . 
He  is  of  opinion,  becaufe  they  were  binding,  that  they  were  made 
by  the  Apo fries,  as  they  were  <*sfpt fries,  and  that  the  Parliamenp 
now  hath  no  power  to  make  the  like*  And  he  is  direclly  of  opi- 
nion, that  that  nsfffembly  or  Church-meeting  was  no  Parliament, 
fciL  no  fuch  Parliament  as  ^Prynne  would  have  it,  and  therefore 
he  advifethhim  thus;  Good  Brother ,  be  not  fo  peremptory ,  but 
take  in  your  top-faile,  'tis  too  high  to  bear  up  againft  (o  ftijfe  a  gale  of 
Scripture  and  reafin. 

fprynne  affirms  before- hand;  that  whofoever  fubmitsnot  to  that 
Church- government  which  the  Parliament  Jhali  fet  up,  is  guilty  of 
arrogancy,  fchijm,  contumacy,  and  liable  to  fuch  penalties  as  are  due 
tothofe  cjfences  :  Burton  cr\es  out,  Good  Brother  ,  be  not  fo 
legall,what  if  they  fet  up  fuch  a  one  at  godly  people  cannot  fitb- 
mit  unto  ?  mufl  they  either  violate  their  consciences  or  fujfer  in 
their  good  names,  for  arrogant ,  contumacious  fchifmaticks ,  and 
be  liable  to  I  wot  not  what  penalties  be  fide  ?  why  good  Brother,  if 
ye  Jhould  go  and  live  under  thcTurkifb  Government ,  and  could 
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not  in  Conscience  tume  Turk*  in  the  Religion  there  eftablifhed,  jet 
there  is  a  way  of  exemption  for  it,  namely  ,  to  become  Tributaries 
to  the  State,  as  many  Chriftians  do :  Good  Brother  let's  not  have 
any  of  Dracoes  Lawes  executed  upon  innocents  ;  foall  we  now  tume 
worfe  perfecutors  of  the  Saints  then  the  Trelats  ?  Surely  Henry 
Burtonbdngfo  wile  and  fo  good  aman  in  your  efteems,  you 
cannot  imagine  ,  but  he  fees  fome  reafons  for  his  thus 
fpeaking. 

Againe,  "Prynne  in  another  place,  requires  abfotute  obedience 
to  the  eenerall  confent  of  the  Affembly  and  Parliament;  which 
Burtonhold*  utterly  uniawfull,  and  alledgeth  to-^irove  itfo, 
that  generality  of  Votes ,  whereby  the  J ewes  State  did  carry  it 
away to  crucifie  their  King;  inferring  thereby,  that  he  thinkes 
it  poflible  that  this  Parliament  may  Vote  a  like  bufineffe  :  and 
he  fayes  further,  that  we  mufinot pin  our foules  to  their  (leeves,we 
doe  not  know  whether  they  may  pojfibly  carry  them;  a  Parliament  is 
not  immediately  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghofl  as  the  tApoflles 
were* 

Prynne  is  very  eager  for  forcing  mens  Conferences:  But 
B  urt  on  \sfti\\&$  much  againft  that  Tenentas  Trynnes  own  felfe 
was  in  former  times^and  affirmes,  thit  no  Rule  nor  Example,  nor 
*  Reafon,  can  be  drawne  from  Scripture  to  force  men  to  any  Religion  ; 
no  (fayes  he )  we  are  not  to  proceed  any  further  with  the  Tapifis 
themfelves,  then  to  information,  and  rectifying  their  Conferences  by 
inflrutTion  and  admonition  :  And  he  advifeth  Prynne  in  thefe 
words,  Brother  Jet  not  that  impartiall  Sditl  be  revived,  thttif 
any  confejfed  themfelves  to  be  Qhriftiansjhey  fbould  be  put  to  death, 
nomen  pro  crimine  ,  the  very  name  of  (fhriflians  was  taken  for  a 
crime ;  it  feems  he  is  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Trefbyterians  pre- 
vaile  it  is  not  unprobable  that  Edid:  may  be  revived  againe. 
And  afterward  when  Prynne  would  have  the  Civill  Migiftrate 
tofuppre(fe,refiraine,impri(ony  confine  ,  and  banijh  the  fetters  up 
of  new  Formes  of  Ecclefixfticdll  Government  without  lawfall  <>s4<a- 
thority  ,  'Burton  conceiving  himfelfe  aymed  at  cries  out  mod 
pitifully;  And  maji  I  u<idergoe  all  thefe  terrible  cenfures ,  be- 
came you  fo  julge  ?  but  what  if  your  judgement  be  altogether  er- 
roneous ?  what  punifimsnt  is  due  to  him  that  condemnes  the  In- 
nocent}  you  mty  be  a  Civill  Judge  one  day;    Remember  then 
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(  'Brother  )  that  if  I  come  before  you,  that  you  meddle  not  with 
my  Qonfcience  ;  if  you  fliould  make  a,  Law,  like  that  of  the  fewes, 
that  who  fo  ccrififl'tth  foritt  to  be  the  Sonne  of  God  fh all  be  Ex- 
communicate  ;  1  jhali  be  apt  to  tranfgreffe  that  Law,  but  jet  take  heed 
howyaufunip)  me  with  an  enfe  referendum,  or  I  know  not  what 
Club  L.  w.    It  ftemts  Burton  himfelfc  feares  when  his  Brother 
Trynne  comes  to  be  Judge  (as  if  you  his  good  Matters  prcvaile, 
you  cannot  award  him  tor  the  lotle  of  his  eares,  and  good  fer- 
vice  done  you,  m  writing  and  pleading  for  you,  with  a  Jeffe 
place:)  we  are  in  fome  likelihood  to  have  fuch  Lawesputin 
Execution  againit  Chi  ;itJans,  as  were  of  old  among  the  Je  wes ; 
foras  John  goodwin  (another  of  'Prynnes  Brethren  fpeakingof 
him  in  his  *  Book  foreqaoned)  fj.yes,  the  Statutes  of  Gmri<are 
as  g'iod  for  his  turne  ( if  authorised  by  Parliament )  as  the  Statutes 
of  Mofes,  the  manner  of  the  hottfe  of  Ahab,    as  laudable  as 
the  manner  of  the  Houfe  of  David,  yea,  of  God  himfelfe :  And 
indeed  Prynnes  behaviour  and  languag  hath  been  fuch  cowards 
his  Soveraign,  towards  the  Church  of  England  his  Mother,  and 
towards  fome  of  his  own  Brethren  of  late,that  every  honeft  man 
hath  caufc  to  put  it  into  his  Let  any  and  fay,  from  Prynnes  pride, 
malice,  and  cruelty  •  from  his  bloudy  dijpofition  and  Tyranny  ;  from 
Jo  Is  cur  fed  lies  and  calumnies-,  his  Religion, pratlices,  and  blajphe- 
tnies^Good  Lord  deliver  us* 

But  to  make  an  end  with  thefe  two  Brethren,  Prynne  accufeth 
Bpirtons  Faction  of  obflinacy,  fingularity,  arrogancy,  felfe-ends ; 
and  fayes,  that  Independency  fiript  of  all  difguifing  pretences,  is  no- 
thing butPharifaicall,vaingloriousyfelfk-  conceitedneffe  of fuperlative 
Bolineffe*  "Burton  takes  Pepper  at  this,  and  fayes,  thac  Prynnes 
malice  is  liber  ah  in  throwing  dirt  in  their  faces,  and  confefTeth  in- 
genuo  ufly,  that  if  he  and  his  fide  fhould  under goe  ail  thefe  t<z  tkm^ 
and  fay  nothing,  afooles  Cap  and  a  Bell  were  ft  test  for  themy  with 
which  I  leave  them. 

Now  the  reafon  of  this  large  repetition  of  chePaiTagcs  be- 
twixt thefe  men,  is  to  fhew  a  proofe  of  that  Utile  agreement 
that  is  amongft  the  belt  of  you  ;  <md  truly,  till  youhave  brought 
thefc  Brethren  with  their  followers  to  a  better  unitv,  we  {hall 
never  thinfce  you  guilty  of  any  great  Pmy>  wiut  ever  your  pre- 
tences be. 
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Befides(by  the  way)  you  may  obferve  andf.e,  that  Utnrj 
Burton  himfelfe  doth  not  very  well  approve  of  your  Parliamen- 
tary proceedings,  and  leiTecaufe  have  we  to  like  well  of  them ; 
I  wonder  how  the  belt  of  you  all  will  anfwer  this;  you  all 
take  Henry  Burton  for  a  very  honeft  man;  one  he  is  that 
hnh  fuffered  much  for  the  Canf€>  and  was  up  to  the  eaves  in  the 
bufinefle  as  well  as  Prjnne,  and  in  your  grave  judgements  as 
worthy  as  he^of  the  greateft  Triumph  that  ever  was  permit- 
ted by  a  Court  of  Parliament  to  fellowes  of  fuch  demerit  fince 
the  world  began;  one  that  is  deeply  gone  in  the  way  of  per- 
fection, yea,  fo  farre,  that  I  hope  you  will  think  it  impotfible 
that  he  'fhould  Aide  back  or  fall  away,  fpecially  in  thefe  times 
of  rtew  Light  And  Revelation :   And  further  too,  himfelfe  af- 
firmeth  before  all  the  world  in  his  fatd  Book  (whether  you 
take  notice  of  it  or  no,  I  cannot  ttl!,  but  if  you  doe  not,  you 
are  much  to  blame)  that  he  was  vut  for  the  State  (that  is,  for 
vou  the  Parliament)  ^or  500  1.  this  was  year  1644.  (itfeems 
the  Bifoops had  not  left  him  fo  poore  as  you  leave  yourprifo- 
8ers,oc  elfehe  had  thrived  well  fince,  that  he  could  fpare  fo 
much  J  yea,  and  he  profeffes  too,  that  he  did  it  with  a  cheerfuU 
hearty  not  for  fanint-tjed  rejpefts,  to  lay  out  fornttch  at  once  to  re- 
ceive of  the  State  fo  much  Annuity,  (11  rt  feemes  fome  provident 
men  doe  :  )  No,  what  he  did  was  out  of  pure  and  perfect  love 
to  you ;  therefore  no  man  can  think  that  he  fpeaks  any  thing  of 
you  out  of  malice  or  difafrectton ;  but  only  out  of  truth  and 
nngleneffe;  and  yet  you  fee,  he  dares  not  traft  his  foulewith 
jou,  as  you  are  a  Parliament;  ht  reports  of  you  as  of  f&foi  > 
to  bef»fpeded,notwithftandingyour  Memberlliips  :  And  how 
you  will  ever  be  able  to  acquit  your  felves  in  this  bufineffe,  I 
know  not. 

Butagaine,  as  there  is  no  unity  in  your  Pietv  or  Religion, 
fo  neither  is  there  any  truth  or  goodnefle  in  it ;  'tis  neither  vera 
nor  bona  ;  and  therefore  you  cannot  be  iuch  holy  perib:^  as  \  ou 
would  be  accounted ;  you  intitle  God  indeed  your tl'oings ; 
but  this  is  no  argument  of  godlindf; ,  unlelTe  your  Actions 
were  morzgodl},  you  mind  not  to  approve  yotlr  felves  like 
him,  but  dcurc  that  he  (hould  bethought  iike  you  ;  you  would 
have  us  conceive  you  to  be  great  with  God,  but  we  pcrc:'rc 
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you  cither  will  not  or  dare  not  trufthim;  and  this  makes  us 
believe  that  you  are  not  very  inward  with  him;  let  your  own 
Confcicncesfpeak,do  you  not  confide  more  in  the  Militia,  of  the 
Kingdome  then  you  do  in  his  ftrcngth  and  providence  for  pro- 
tection and  prefervation  ?  why  elfe  doc  you  keep  fuch  a  racket, 
to  have  the  management  of  that  out  of  his  hands  wherein  God 
hath  placed  it  >    did  you  live  by  Faith  as  the  juft  and  righteous 
doe,  you  could  not  pofiibly  be  fo  eager  after  the  arme  of 
flefh;  the  true  Church  of  Chrift  was  never  in  more  fecurity, 
then  when  fhe  had  lead  of  that  to  truft  to.  I  have  heard  it  af- 
firmed by  a  learned  and  peaceable  *  Minifter  of  the  Proteftant  *iwi<h  aiihis 
Church  of  France ,  that  they  of  their  Religion  never  lived  fo  brethren  of 
fafely  andfi  comfirtably  be  fire  ,  at  they  have  done  fine  e  they  were  that  Church 
difarmed  of  their  weapons,  which  they  were  at  the  end  of  their  were  but  men 
laftwarre,  which  he  called  a  Rebellion.  But  with  you,  ail  the  ^dCi*™** 
ftrength  and  promifes  of  God  it  feemes  are  nothing,  unleffe  you  an   p  ' 
have  lomewhat  that  is  fenfible  to  truft:  unto ;  O  if  you  knew 
God,  and  were  religious  indeed,  you  would  be  of  another  mind, 
for  they  that  know  thy  Name  will  truft  in  thee ,  fayes  the 
Pfalmift. 

Nay,  we  read  in  Scripture  of  haters  of  Cjod ,  that  fhould 
come  in  the  laft  times,  whofaould  have  a  form  of  Godlinejfe  iT-m 
notwithstanding;  we  feare  you  are  rather  of  that  number,  and  im'M»7« 
that  you  hate  God  for  his  word  fake,  becaufe  therein  he  fo 
plainly  oppofeth  thofe  waies  of  Rebellion,  cruelty,  oppreflion, 
and  injufttce ,  which  you  walke  in,  andcommandeth  fo  itriclly 
thofe  things  which  (as  it  appears)  you  have  refol  ved  againft,  ani 
for  his  fake  you  hate  all  that  belongs  unto  him,  his  Church  which 
you  have  deftroyed,  his  Prophets  whom  you  have  perfecuted, 
his  Service  which  you  have  abolifhed  ,  his  Temples  which  you 
have  defiled ,  and  his  Annoynted  whom  you  have  vilified ,  be- 
caufe in  meekneffe ,  gentlenefle ,  mercy ,  patience ,  and  good- 
nefle,  he  is  fo  like  unto  him;  and  are  thefe  markes  of  true 
Piety  ?  not  they  that  commend  themfelves ,  but  whom  their 
works  commend,  and  whom  God  commends,  are  and  dial!  be  the 
onely  approved  perfons.    I  dare  boldly  arfirm,  (  and  I  call  your 
own  Conferences  to  witneffe  it  with  me  )  that  Kingly  Majc- 
fty  was  never  fo  blafphemed ,  and  expofed  to  vulgar  contempt; 
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as  it  hath  been  finceyou  fate;  nor  was  the  dignity  of  Parlia- 
ment,  which  (next  to  the  Kings  honour)  ought  by  all  true 
Englirtbmen  to  be  held  as  fared,  fo  abufed  as  it  hath  been  by 
you,  who  have  ufed  its  venerable  name  to  countenance  all  your 
evill  and  illegal!  actions  againftyour  Soveraign  and  his  Subjeds, 
and  have  made  that  High  and  Supreme  Court  (  as  the  Pharifees 
of  old  did  Gods  Houfe)  no  better  then  a  very  den  of  Thieves-, 
and  I  am  confident  if  Jefus  Chrift  my  Matter  were  here,  he 
would  tell  you  fo  to  your  faces,  and  beftow  as  many  woes  upon 
you  as  he  did  upon  your  Brethren  in  thofe  dayes  ,  who 
(like  you)  did  pretend  fo  much  to  Piety  when  they  had  fo 
little  of  it. 

You  take  to  your  felves  the  Title  of  the  Lords  Worthies, 
forfooth,  but  good  names  doe  not  alwayes  prove  good  men; 
Titles  without  truth  ferve  but  to  enhance  and  difexcufe  dam- 
nation:  you  call  the  warre  on  your  fide  Sacrum,  (  fo  was  the 
Pope  wont  to  call  his)  though  it  be  both  againft  Law  and 
Religion  :  your  League  and  Covenant  you  ftile  Holy,  (as  was 
that  in  France  when  time  was )  though  like  that ,  it  be  to 
root  out  Proteftant  Profeilion  and  the  King  ;  your  Armies 
you  intitle  the  ^Armies  of  God ,  as  the  difobedient  Barons  in 
King  Johns  time  did  theirs ,  and  your  worke  you  call  opus 
Domini,  the  Lords  work,  and  the  Lords  caufe,  though  fuch  as 
the  Lord  abhorreth  and  detefteth ;  thus  bold  are  you  with  the 
Almighty,  as  if  he  were  fuch  another  as  your  felves ;  but  is 
this  true  Godlinejfe  ?  it  will  not  be  fo  found  at  the  great  day  ; 
you  talk  much  of  Confcience,  but  doth  this  alone  prove  you 
have  any  ?  do  not  many  men  ufe  to  plead  Confcience,  when 
through  paflion  or  opinion  they  purfue  a  caufe  with  greater 
heat  then  themfelves  can  give,  or  others  difcern  a  reafonfor? 
your  Confciences  fcruple,  as  you  would  have  us  think,  at  a  ge- 
sture or  a  Garment  in  Gods  Service :  but  they  are  fecure  in 
Aclions  of  killing,  robbing,  rebelling,  and  breaking  all  Lawes 
of  private  intereft.  and  Soveraign  Power;  we  fee  you  are  re  fo- 
lute  in  bloud  and  rapine,  and  can  even  fcorn  ac  thofe  that  make 
Confcience  at  fuch  crimes :  you  talk  of  mens  having  Authority 
from  Gods  word  for  what  they  doe,  and  yet  practice  your 
felves  things  above  meafure  (infuli,  as  if  they  were  neceffary 
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duties,  and  are  able  to  fhew  no  Scripture  at  all  for  the  fame;  we 
are  pofe  d  we  confute  at  your  Pietie,  we  can  fee  no  dram  of 
gqodnelle  in  your  doings, and  therefore  muft  conclude  there  is 
as  little  in  your  felres:  Policy  we  confeffe,  we  fee  great  ftore  iKirigii.  tS% 
in  you,  even  fuch  as  was  in  feroboam  that  fonnc  0/Nebat  who 
made  Ifraelto  fmnc  :  for  to  prevent  the  peoples  return  to  their 
Loyalty,  (whom  himfelfe  had  drawn  into  Rebellion,)  he  altered 
the  eftablKhcd  w.ey  and  manner  of  worshipping  God,  which  he 
knew  would  have  reduced  them  to  their  right  obediencejver.27. 
Jeroboam  (aid  in  his  heart,  if  this  people  go  up  to  doe  facrifice  in 
the  honfe  of  tht  Lord  at  ^fernfalem  ,  then  Jhall  the  hearts  of  this  *  And  fort!  e 
people  turn  avaine  unto  their  Lord  ,  even  unto  Rehoboam  AT/^-  e?/7  peoples  willing 
ludah,  and  they  Jhall  kill  me\  And  hereupon  he  fets  forth  t°£c£^cc  to 
a* ^Diretlory  or  new  way  of  ferving  God  ,  and  perfwadesthe  wa*, that  they 
people,  that  other  places  were  as  fit  for  that  purpofe  as  the  Tern-  v  ere  fo  op- 
pie  or  Church  it  felfe  :  yea  and  verf.31.  He  made  Priefts  of  the  prcfled  &  bio- 
lowefi  of  the  people  which  were  not  of  the  Sonnes  of  Levi;  and  ken  in  J"dge- 
Chap.i 3.3 3,34.   Whofocvcr  would,  he  confecrated  him,  and  he  Go"s  rf^ 
became  one  of  their  Trie  ft  s  \  which  thing  (faith  the  Text)  be-  hkea  motho 
came  finne  to  the  houfe  of  *}eroboamyeven  to  cut  it  from  off  the  face  rotcenneffe  fei- 
of  the  earth.  Truly  Sirs,  'tis  too  evident  to  all  men  that  your  \.tns  upon 
Piety  hath  runne  in  the  very  fame  Qunneil ,  after  Jeroboams  l^sm>  *«ncfle 
example,  you  have  made  England  to  finr.e ;  looke  you  to  the       r°P |*er? 
confequent. 

We  confefle  alfo  you  have  as  much  Religion  and  Pietie  as 
sAbfalom had, enough  to  vizard  overfor  the  while  your  curfed 
Defign,  till  you  had  fupplanted  your  Soveraign,  ftoie  away  the 
hearts  of  his* people  from  him,  inliauated  into  them  a  fuipition 
of  his  truth  and  jtrftice  ,  perfwaded  them  to  accept  of  you  to 
be  Judges  in  his  phce,  wherein  you  have  received  as  manycom- 
plaints,and  relieved  as  few  as  ever  lAbfalom  did. 

Inbriefe,  fuch  hathbeen  your  god'ineiTe  and  humiiirie,  that 
you  have  declared  the  King  to  have  failed  in  his  Truft ,  and 
Voted  the  Royall  Power  to  be  in  your  felves ;  yea,  a  power 
more  then  Royall,  even  to  (kbvert  all  Lowes,  which  becauie  the 
King  approves  not  of,  you  have  drawne  his  own  fvvord  againft 
htm,  and  purfued  hitn  as  eageriy  on  all  advantages,as  ever  Abfa- 
/<?7»dicLhis  Father,  while  he  in  the  meane  time  (  David-Ukt) 
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hath  pitied  you,  and  was  unwilling  to  fpill  your  bloud  ;  fureJy5 
if  there  were  nothing  elfe  then  your  unnaturall  violence  againft 
your  Soveraign  in  all  your  wayes,  oppofed  to  his  mercy  towards 
you,  in  the  height  of  injury,  it  were  abundantly  fufficient  to 
iifcover  to  all  the  world  that  little  true  Fietie  that  is  in  you  : 
But  if  to  this  we  adde  alfo  the  confederation  of  that  fupejla- 
tive  crueltie  towards  your  brethren  ,  we  are  confident  that  no 
tongue  touched  withChriftianitie,  will  dare  to  fpeak  one  word 
in  your  commendations :  Your  proceedings  againft  them,  fpeak 
you  to  be  of  the  Tyrant  Maxentins  mind,  that  the  blond  of 
Chriftians  is  the  be  ft  Sacrifice  to  God ;  and  of  a  like  Religion 
with  the  zAftaJfines  among  the  CMahumetans ,  who  deeme  it 
Soveraign  devotion, puritie  of  manners,  and  the  readied  way 
to  Paradife,  for  to  k^U  thofe  of  a  differing  opinion  to  themfelves ; 
and  of  the  fame  faith  with  the  Donatifts  of  old,  who  held  none 
to  be  Gods  children,  but  themfelves>  and  made  it  both  their  pofiti- 
on  and  their  practice ,  occidere  quencfuam,  qui  contra  eos  fecerit ; 
to  kill  and  make  away  whoever  durft  oppofe  their  doings ,  or 
was  conceived  to  be  any  hinderance  to  their  growing  Faction  : 
But  what  warrant  you  have  for  thefe  things  we  know  not ;  fure 
*  As  the  J^-  we  are ,  you  have  none  from  the  Old  or  New  Teftament  de- 
imJh-ambtig    livered  by  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles  from  God  to  the 
the  Paprfls,     Church  :  what  to  this  purpofe  will  be  found  in  your  new  *  Bi- 
fclfcan^cor-  ^e  j  which  (as  reports  goes)  you  are  about  to  fet  forth,  we 
ruot  Traafla-  cannot  yet  tell,  nor  can  we  imagine  how  you  will  efcape  that 
tionofSciip-    threatningof  God,  Bloudj  and  deceit full men  fiall  not  live  cat 
turc,  with      kaife  their  dayes ;  God  accounteth  mans  bloud  fo  precious  a 
Notes  of  their  thing,  (chough  you  have  fet  a  low  rate  upon  it, )  that  he  re* 
mak^r^fpeake  quirts  the  unjuft  fpilling  of  it,  from  the  unreasonable  creature; 
for  them;  fo  and  would  not  allow  the  knowne  Murderer  the  Sanlluary  of 
lomehcre  (as  his  Altar:  Therefore  we  are  confident ,  that  when  he  maketh 
isfiid)are  m  in  qm fit  ion  fir  bloud ,  he  will  remember  you  to  your  fmart  and 
likewoeke^n  *°rrow  >  for  all  your  Pietie ;  and  will  call  you  to  an  account  for 
t  eVeh^lfe  of  ^at,  and  all  your  other  evills,  with  fo  much  greater  feverity, 
k  i.  Faction.      Confcicnce  hath  been  pretended  to  fuch  high  and  open  viola- 
tions of  Sanctity  and  HolineiTe. 

In  a  word,  your  Piety  is  an  enemy  to  Truth,  for  it  perfecu- 
teth  that;  'tis  an  adverfary  to  Peace,  for  it  oppoftth  tfcat ;  'tis 
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a  foe  to  Order,  for  it  hath  pull  d  dovvnc  that  \  it  will  allow  of 
no  BiJbop,no  King  j  like  that  of  the  Pope,  it  mult  be  above  all ; 
or  that  of  Lucifer,k  will  admit  of  no  Superiour  ;  it  hath  not 
onely  defiled  the  whole  Land  with  bloud,  but  the  whole  bloud 
of  the  Land  w;thTreafon;  for  fcarce  a  Family  throughout  the 
whole  Nation,  but  fome  one  or  other  of  it  has  been  drawn  by 
you  into  this  Confpiracy  ;  infomuch  that  Norfolke  I  feare  can 
no  longer  boaft  of  her  ico.Houfes  of  Gentlemen  never  jet  at- 
tainted ;  Chejhire  I  amfurebyyour  meanes,  has  loft  for  ever 
her  ancient  glory  ;  which  was ,  that  it  was  never  ftained  with 
the  blot  of  Rebellion  ,  but  alwayes  flood  true  to  their  King  and 
to  his  Qrown  ;  whofe  Loyalty  Richard  the  fecond,  fo  farre  found 
and  efteemed  ,  that  he  held  his  Perfon  moft  fafe  amongft  them, 
and  by  Authoritie  of  Parliament ,  made  that  County  (for  this 
caufe)  a  Principality,  ftiling  himfelfe  Prince  thereof;  doubtlefTe 
when  thefe  things  come  to  be  confidered  upon  in  after- Ages, 
moft  odious  will  your  names  be  to  fucceeding  generations. 

To  conclude  ,  your  pietie  hath  merited  for  you  thofe  Titles 
which  S.  Paul  beftowes  upon  Slimas  the  Sorcerer, *s4t1. 13.10. 
and  it  being  attended  with  lb  much  knowldge,  I  feare  it  hath 
advanced  you  to  that  high  pitch,which  thofe  Pharifees  in  Chr  fo 
time  were  afcended  to,  whom  our  Saviour  intimateth  to  have 
committed  th.it  finne  which  fljould  never  be  pardoned  in  this  world, 
nor  in  that  to  c  me ;  and  fo  it  hath  made  you  capable  to  be  gi- 
ven over  ad  Hcfp! ts.lium  incurabilium  (*s  Srafmus  fpeakes.)  But 
my  prayer  for  von  is  and  ftiali  be,  as  Peter  prayed  i,  r  Stmon  Ma-  A  £.8.  22. 
gus ,  that  if  it  be  poffibleyou  may  be  pardoned,  and  that  the  wicked- 
neffe  of  your  hearts  and  wayes  may  be  forgiven  you.  And  to  this 
purpofe  1  defire  you  all  who  like  them  LMat.  21.45.  doe  con- 
ceive your  felves  concerned  in  thefe  my  words ,  that  you  would 
but  confider  of  this  fhort  advice  which  I  fhall  propound  unto 
you  ,  and  then  fay  Amen  to  a  fhort  Collect  which  1  ftiail  make 
for  you. 

My  advice  is  this,  that  (upon  your  ferious  thoughts  of  thefe 
things  which  (as  Gods  Minifter)  I  have  faid  unto  yog, )  you 
would  remember  what  poor  wormes,  what  C/ra/boppers,  what 
graines  of  duft  your  feives  are  ,  in  compare  with  chat  groat  God 
whom ^you  oppofe,  (by  your  endeavours  to  pull  downe  his 
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sAnnointedy  the  King,  and  his  Spottfe  the  Church,)  and  whofe 
eternall  curfe  hangs  over  your  heads,  which  together  with  the 
odium  the  whole  Nation  will  oie-whelme  you  fpeedily,  if 
you  doe  not  by  your  more  fpeedie  and  unfeigned  Repentance 
prevent  the  fame  :  And  thereupon  caft  downe  your  lofcie  looks 
and  ftout  hearts,  lay  alide  your  high  ftomacks ,  and  in  an  hum- 
ble felfe-denying  way  throw  your  felves  down  at  the  feet  of 
your  Soveraigne  ;  yea,  if  it  be  in  the  habit  and  pofture  of  thofe 
men,  of  whom  you  may  read,  i  King.  20.32.  it  will  be  fo  much 
the  better :  for  believe  it ,  you  have  farre  more  reafon  to  doe 
it  in  that  manner  to  your  King, then  thofe  Syrians  had  to  doe 
fo  to  the  King  of  Ifrael;  and  refolve  with  your  felves,  that  if 
your  lives  be  granted,  you  will  fpend  the  remainder  of  them 
folitarily  in  pradifing  the  duties  of  Penitentiaries ;  this  is  mine 
advice  to  you,  which  by  Gods  grace  may  prevent  Hell,  if  im- 
braccd  by  you ;  my  Prayer  folio  wes  in  thefe  words : 

ccO  omnipotent  and  Almightie  God,  to  whom  nothing  is 
c!  impoillble,  be  thou  pleafed  to  magnifie  thy  power ,  and  thy 
"  mercy  in  converting  thefe  men;  bring  them  upon  their  knees, 
"  (good  Lord)  before  thee,  before  their  Soveraigne  and  before 
<cthe  Nation,  and  perfwade  their  proud  and  rebellious  fpi- 
<crits,  to  begge  pardon  of  all  for  their  evils  done,  and  to  be- 
<c  feech  the  fnpplications  of  the  whole  Church  and  Kingdome 
<c  unto  thee  for  themfelves ;  and  to  this  end  let  them  feele  that 
u  Hell  which  is  in  their  owne  bofomes;  let  the  bloud  which  they 
"  have  fhed  cry,  and  the  evills  they  have  committed  roar  with- 
<c  in  them;  let  them  ferioufly  think  of  thofe  devouring  flame \r, 
cC  of  thofe  everlafting  burnings,  upon  the  worme  that  never  dieth, 
"  and  upon  the  fire  that  never  [hall  be  quenched;  as  their  finnes 
"  have  abounded  towards  thee,  fo  let  (  deare  God)  thy  grace 
"  be  more  abounding  towards  them;  it  will  be  to  the  greater 
"  glory  of  thy  goodneiTe  at  the  great  day,to  have  pardoned  f  ;ch 
"  great  finners  as  thefe  be,  when  every  Saint  (hall  excoil  thy 
"mercy  to  his  owne  particular  felfe,  if  they  (hall  come  forth 
cc  among  the  reft  and  fay,  buttons,  to  us,  God  hath  been  more 
"  mercifutl  then  to  all .  others ,  in  his  forgiving  us  more  and 
"  greater  evills.  Q  remember  (holy  Father)  thy  Sonne  came 
"into  the  world  to  favechtefe  finners,  and  thefe  arefuch,  and 
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"his  bloud  is  able  to  vvafli  away  the  deeptft  ftaines,cvcn  thofe  of 
thefe  men ;  therefore  for  hid  fake  grant  pardon  if  poflible,  unto 
thefe  bloudy  and  rebellious  perfons.  ssfmex. 

And  thus  Gentlemen  I  have  as  (Thrift's  Meffenger,  difcharged 
mine  orrice  to  you,  in  telling  you  plainly  of  your  tranfgrcflions ; 
I  thought,  though  perhaps  others  may  not  be  of  my  mind, 
this  time  of  your  height  and  greatneiTe  to  be  fitteft  for  this 
performance  ;  for  if  not  now,  I  know  not  when  had  been  the 
feafon-  when  your  night  which  is  drawing  on  hath  overtook 
you,  and  brought  yon  under  hatches,  into  bonds  and  prifons; 
it  will  not  be  then  fo  proper  for  a  man  of  my  condition,  to  tor- 
ment you  further  with  the  remembrance  of  thefe  things:  and 
the  truth  is,  I  am  not  bafe  enough  to  act  Pr ynnes  part,  or  to  vi- 
fit  you,  as  fome  of  your  Minivers  did  the  Biihop  of  Ranter- 
bury  in  the  Tower,  to  triumph  and  infulc  over  him  in  his  mi- 
fenes :  I  abhorre  to  fee  my  foot  upon  the  neck  of  a  fallen  foe, 
to  widen  wounds,  or  to  greaten  farrows  :  I  blelfe  my  God,  I 
can  look  upon  mine  enemy  in  his  affliction  with  an  eye  of 
pity,  and  weep  for  him ;  yea,  and  I  hope  when  that  day  of  dark- 
nefle  comes  upon  you,to  be  one  of  thofe  that  fhali  indeavour  to 
bring  balmefrom  (Jifcad  to  you  :  and  indeed  if  God  would  but 
pleafe,  after  all  my  fufleriilgi  at  your  hands,  to  vouchfafe  me 
but  that  honour,  I  "thou  Id  conclude  itwere  enough  forapoor 
mortall,  and  lliould  fay  upon  it  with  that  Simeon  in  the  Gofpel, 
Lord  not*  let  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  feen 
thy  faivation -y  thy  rich,  thy  great,  thy  plenteous  faivation 
unto  thy  people  that  wait  for  thee;  and  fo  till  then,  Gentle- 
men, Adieu. 
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confolatory  Speech  to  the  Loy  all- hearted,  that  fnfferfor 
Conscience  fake  in  thefe  times  :  Arguments  to  affttre  them 
of  Cods  helpe  in  due  time.  4  Marks  to  knew  the  abroach 
of  that  time  :  How  they  are  to  dtmeane  themfelves  in  the 
me  Ant  time  ^  ltving,md  dying. 

I Have  now  but  a  word  more  to  adde,  and  that  lTiall  be  to 
thofe  Loyall  men,  who  for  Conference  and  duty  fake,  have 
adhered  to  their  Soveraign,  and  kept  themfelves  unfpotted  from 
thisfinne,  which  like  xkzArUn  Herelie  hath  fo  fuddenly  ore- 
fpread  the  whole  Nation,  and  for  this  caufe  have  been  perfecuted 
and  hated  by  thefe  evill  men>  who  have  alfo  deprived  them  of 
all  their  outward  comforcs ;  And  what  fhall  I  now  fay  unto 
you,  (  moft  worthy  and  approved?)  (hall  I  bewaileyour  fad 
condition,  or  lamer- 1  over  you  for  the  wrongs  fuffered  ?  this 
would  be  an  endeavouring  to  bring  you  lower  then  you  are,  to 
draw  you  down  to  bafeneffe,  to  weaken  your  fpirits,  and  to  ex- 
pofe  you  to  be  more  defpifed,  and  fo  to  do  you  a  greater  injury 
then  hath  yet  been  done  you ;  for  Tity  is  the  p6oreft  and  moft 
helplelfe  falve  of  mtfery^  and  by  noble  minds  farre  more  abhor- 
red then  the  worft  of  fortune  :  Away  therefore  with  fuch  femi- 
nine and  feeble  Cordialls,  which  women  ufe,  and  children  reliili ; 
let  me  tell  you,  that  you  are  more  then  men,  you  are  Chriftians 
chofe  out  of  many  by  Almighty  God,  to  fuffer  for  his  fake ;  to 
be  in  your  Age  the  glory  of  Religion,  and  the  honour  of  your 
Nation  :  you  are  no  chaffe,  the  wind  hath  not  blown  you  away, 
nor  can  the  flaile  hurt  you,  as  they  fancie  that  afflict  you ;  they 
think  they  rob  you,  in  taking  from  you  what  God  gave  you; 
but  they  think  amilTe  ;  for  he  can  make  them  vomit  up  againe 
that  wealth  of  yours  which  they  have  fwallowed,  or  can  re- 
turn it  in  jpecie  another  way;  all  the  fubftance  and  riches  of 
the  Earth  are  at  his  difpofing,  who  obferves  and  notes  who  they 
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are,  that  lofe  all  for  his  fake;  at  leaft  doubtlefle,  he  will  and 
do*h  repay  outward  loflfes  with  inward  graces  :  And  be  confident 
or  it,  the  more  damage  and  affliction  Gods  truth  brings  you, 
the  more  felicitie  and  joy  abideth  for  you ;  'tis  Gods  caufefor 
which  you  ftand,  'tis  the  honour  of  the  5.  Commandement 
which  you  maintaine  ,  as  the  Martyrs  in  Queen  Maries  daies 
did  of  the  fecond;  and  hence  'tis  that  you  arcfpoiled,  and 
have  your  lives  fought  after;  but  what  an  high  dignitie  is  it, 
in  the  meane  time,  which  God  hath  here  called  you  to?  It 
was  the  confeflion  of  blefled  Mr.  ^Bradford  in  a  cafe  of  like  na- 
ture, that  him; elf e  had  deferved  the  miferies  he  lay  under  at 
Gods  hand,  and  not  only  them,  but  even  Hell  too  ;  notwithftanding 
(fayes  he)  (0  loving  hath  God  been ,  that  he  hath  converted  the 
punijhment  of  my  finnes  into  a  teflimoniall  of  his  truth  and 
verity ,  which  indeed  the  ^Prelates  perfecute  in  me ,  and  not  mj 
finnes ;  and  therefore  they  perfecute  not  me ,  but  Chrifi  in  me, 
who  I  doubt  not  but  will  take  my  part  unto  the  end  ;  put  but  Par- 
liament  inftead  of  prelates,  and  the  words  may  be  your  own 
without  alteration  of  a  fyllable.  So  Bilhop  Hooper  in  thofe 
daies,  being  at  the  ftake  appeales  to  God  in  thefe  words;  'Tis 
knorone  to  thee  O  Lord,  wherefore  I  am  come  hither,  and  why  the 
wicked  doe  perfecute  thy  fervant ,  not  for  my  finnes  and  tranfgref- 
fions  committed  again  ft  thee  ,  but  becaufe  I  will  not  allow  of  their 
wicked  doings,  to  the  contaminating  of  thy  bloud,  and  the  deniaU 
of  thy  truth  received;  each  of  you  in  your  condition  may  make 
a  Tike  appearand  alfo  adde  what  another  Martyr  faid  ,  in  the 
behalfe  of  himfelfe  and  others ,  If  we  would  but  feek^  to  pleafc 
men  in  things  contrary  to  thy  holy  Word ,  we  might  ( 44  others 
doe )  enjoy  the  Commodities  of  Wife ,  Children  ,  Cjoods  3  and 
Friends. 

Betides, 'tis  not  for  Gods  truth  only,  that  your  engagement 
is ;  bat  for  your  Co un trey  too,  &  dulce  eft  pro  patria  mori, 
it  hath  at  leaft ,  in  old  time  been  fo  accounted ;  nay ,  what 
good  man  can  wifti  life  to  fee  his  Countrey  buried  ?  vita 
nimis  eft  avidus,  quifquis  non  vult  mundo  fecum  pereunte  mori, 
faies  wife  Seneca ,  they  are  over  greedy  to  live,  that  think  it 
not  an  honour  to  die  at  the  funerall  Celebration  of  Church 
andKmgdome,whichto  the  eye  of  over-timerous  and  doubting 
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nature,  may  feeme  perhaps  to  be  neare  approaching.  And  were 
itfo,thatagenerall  deftrutfion  fhould  come  f  yet  how  happie 
fbail  you  be  above  thofe  other  men  ,  who  having  firftmade 
(hip-wrack  of  agoodconfcience,are  forced  afterward  to  lofe 
all  things  el fe. 

But  our  dutie  is,  both  to  hope  and  pray  for  better;  for  God 
is  now  the  fame  he  was  of  old,  as  gracious  ftill  as  ever,  nor 
muft  we  as  many  doe,  trouble  our  felves  with  Gods  Decree, 
Icm8.7.3.      and  grow  dull  upon  it;  for  himfelfe  fayes ,  if  the  fame  at  any 
time  be  gone  firth  for  the  plucking  up  or  pulling  downe  a  Nation 
orKwgdome,  an  Humiliation  or  turning  from  finne ,  fhalifuf- 
pend  the  execution;  fo  did  that  of  Ninive  in  like  cafe,  and 
that  of  Hez,ekiah  when  word  was  brought  him  that  he  fhould 
die;  'tis  Gods  cuftome ,  to  feek^out  fir  a  man  that  ( LMo/esAike) 
may  ft  and  in  the  gap  upon  fuch  occafions^  he  had  ipared  Sodome 
^        3°.    it Telfc,  had  there  been  but  ten  righteous  in  that  City;  his 
bowels  are  no  whit  contracted  inthefeGofpel-times,  and  there 
are  no  doubt  manie  thoufands  in  this  Land  whom  himfelfe  is 
pleafedto  account  righteous. 

Nor  doth  God  regulate  his  dealings  by  what  is  in  us,  but 
by  whit  is  in  himfelfe  ,  and  there  is  mercie  in  him ,  though  no 
merit  in  us;  Chrift  is  full  of  righteeufneffe  ,  though  we  be  full 
of  finne  \  Hoi 'inejfe  and Truth  are  in  Gods  nature  and  prom ife, 
though  ther  be  nothing  but  corruption  in  our  nature  and  pra- 
Efa.48.9.11.    clice;  and^r  mine  owne  Name  fike  ( faith  the  Lord)  I  will  de- 
fer mine  anger ,  and  for  my  j.raije  will  I  refraine  from  theey 
Ec^ek. 36-12.    that  I  cut  thu  not  off ;  and  againe,  the  fecond  and  third  time, 
jor  mine  owne  fike  ,  even  for  mine  owne  fike  wiil  I  doe  it ; 
and  in  another  place,  not  fir  your  fakes  be  it  knowne  mtoyouy 
will  I  doe  this ,  but  for  mine  owne  holy  Name  fake :  this  Name 
2ach.?.i2.     p£  God  is  that  ftrong  hold  w  hich Zachariah^  the  Prophet  directs 
unto,  in  times  of  danger;  and  that  Tower  whereunto  the  righ- 
Pxov.i8.;.o.  t eons  fie  and  are  faft^s  Solomon  tells  us. 

But  then  though  our  lll.es  indeed  be  as  nothing  in  this 
cafe,  yet  our  miferies  (which  are  great  upon  us)  may  be  faid  to 
have  an  influence  upon  Gods  pine  to  ftirre  him  towards  us; 
PfaUi.f      fir  the  oppreffion  of  the  poore  and  fighing  of  the  needy y  I  wiH 
arife  (faith  the  Lord)  and  will  fct  him  in  J aj "ety  from  him  that 

fuffeth 
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pufftth  at  him;  And  againe;  becaufe  they  have  called  thee  an  Icr.  30. 17. 
oitt-aifi ,  /  *  will  reftore  health  unto  thee,  and  heale  thy  wound-,  *  Goc^  ^Ueth 
thus  have  they  called  us,  thus  have  they  made  us,  and  that  for  Illfr-reI<:c  £i'c 
Gods  name  lake,  which  makes  the  more  for  m$\  yea,  and  yet  fhe  o^cafts 
they  give  God  thanks  for  thdr  fucceiTe  againft  us,  as  if  he  appro-  Efay  56.8.  * 
ved  or  their  injuries  to  us,  and  this  is  furtheralfo  toouradvan- 
tage,  as  the  Spirit  tels  us  in  the  Prophet,  Tour  Brethren  that  hated 
you  and  csfiyou  out,  for  my  name  Jake,  Caid,  let  the  Lord  be  glorified, 
but  he  Jhall  appear  to  y-mr  joy ,  and  they  /hall  be  afiamed,  as  if  he  had 
faid,  the  fooner  for  true. 

And  to  ai'Iure  us  of  this,  we  have  a  further  argument  yer, 
fcil.  the  engagement  ofhrs  Gofpel  with  us,  which  is  as  deeply 
interelTed  rn  our  fufterings  as  we  our  felves  are,  and  dochas 
equally  need  deliverance ;  yea,  that  is  likely  to  abide  under  dif- 
grace  and  obloquy,  if  the  caufe  we  are  perfecuted  for,  be  not 
fupported  ;  na^ ,  if  our  enemies  meet  not  with  Confufion  in  their 
way,  ChriIVs  whole  life  and  carriage  as  well  as  his  Doclrine 
will  fall  under  fufpition  and  condemnation  by  their  prevailing ; 
'tis  well  known  that  his  name  is  pretended  in  all  their  proud, 
rebellious,  butcherly  opinions  and  proceedings,  as  if  he  had 
given  fome  precept  or  example  for  inch  doclrines  and  doings  • 
and  had  difcountenanced  that  low  way  of  humilitie,obedience, 
mceknefle,  and  love  to  Brethren,  yea,  to  enemies,  which  we 
maintain  and  fufterfor:  But  ChriiVs  Golpel  is  his  glory ;  'tis 
his  word  which  he  is  refolved  to  magnifie  above  all  things;  and 
to  vindicate  the  Honour  of  that}hh  Father  (to  whom  he  cannot  Mat 
be  unfaithfull )  hath  commicced  all  Authoritie  and  power  into 
his  hand;  wherefore  we  need  not  feare,  th •■•ugh  we  are  now 
down,  we  Jhall  rije  again;  though  we  fit  in  darkjujfe,  yet  the  Lord 
Jhall  ie  a  light  unto  us  ;  he  will  plead  onr  cauje,  he  Jhall  execute  Wlch*  7-  s&c- 
Judgement  for  us. 

Yea  ,  and  that  for  his  J 11  dice  fake  alfo,  for  Chrifb  is  King 
frill,  for  ail  this,  and  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  and  his  dffict  is,  to 
help  them  to  right  that  fuffer  wrong,  to  pimifh  ill  doers :  yea, 
his  delights  are  to  confound  the  crafty,  and  to  throw  down 
the  proud  and  lofty  :  Bloudguilrinefe  he  hateth ;  how  was  Cain 
branded  for  it,  andeurfed?  How  were  Simeon  and  Leviin  Gen.4.  n.&c 
their  pofteriry  icatcered,  brit  for  om?  bfomly  affl  in  heat  and  Gen  49. 6- 
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anger?  they  had  not  yet  arrived  at*  ftudied  or  reiterated  mur- 
ther.    Rebellion  he  ab'horreth,  and  rather  then  that  (hall  goc 
unpunifh  ed  ,  God  will  create  anew  thing,  the  earth  fhali 
open  her  mouth,  and  fwallow  up  Corah       his  Companions, 
\fLMofes  cannot  matter  them:  and  rather  then tAbfalom and 
Achitophel  fhall  fcape  their  due  demerits,  the  one  fhall  hang 
himfelfe,  and  his  haire  the  other;  let  David  doe  his  beft  to 
fave  his  fonnes  life,  he  fhall  not  have  his  will;  for  God  is 
King  above  him,  and  hath  decreed  that  Juftice  fhall  be  done 
upon  all  Traitours :  Treachery  and  falfhood  his  foule  loathech, 
and  therefore  hath  ordained,  it  fhall  cut  its  own  throat,  rather 
then  wane  an  Executioner,  and  be  the  caufe  of  its  own  ruine  ;  in 
deed  what  was  never  true  in  it  felfe,  cannot  be  long  true  unto 
it  felfe  :  Ephraim  and  UWanafteh  may  be  both  agamft  *}udah, 
but  before  they  have  done,  they  will  be  as  much  againft  each 
other  ;  nay,  rather  then  faile,  Egyptian  fhall  beagainft  Egyptian, 
falfhood  will  hnd  enemies  amongft  thofe  of  its  own  Houle  and 
herd  ;  there  mav  be  a  ^on/piracy  in  ic,  but  no  true  concord-,  for 
'tis  only  rigkteoufnefte  and,  peace  that  can  kjjfe  each  other  :  The 
ftrongeit  fire- brands  in  ill,  are  like  the  fire-brands  of  Sampfons 
Foxes,  knit  but  in  the  tailes,  not  heads, nor  hearts ;  how  fure  in 
the  end  are  thev  to  Durn  their  own  knots  afunder  ?    No  Confe- 
deracy (  (ayes  God  )  nor  Affociation  without  me  fhall ftand ;  take 
Councell  together  it  /hall  come  to  nought ;  and  gird  your  felves 
as  ftrongiy  as  you  can,  \  outhall  without  faile  be  broken  in  pieces; 
the  zeal  and  juftice  of  the  Lord  of  Holts  wul  jring  th.s  to  parte 
for  us.    He  hath  done  the  like  for  his  people  in  times  pait,  and 
he  will  net  leave  his  ancient  cuftumc,  which  may  bring  to  our 
thoughts  another  Argument  ofaifurance. 

It  hath  been  Gods  wont  when  he  hath  beat  his  child,  to»burn 
the  rod;  Babilon  the  Hammer  of  the  whole  earth,  was  at 
^  length  broken.  AJkurs  glor>  and  greatneile,  though  fome 
"  years  in  growing,  was  contained  in  a  moment  •  the  rod  of  Gods 
anger  is  alfo  the  objetl  of  his  indignation;  the  initruments  of  his 
judgement  fcape  not  his  fury,  the  dreg^s  of  the  cup  fall  out  to 
be  their  portion,  /  will  take  the  dreggs  of  the  cup  of  my  fury  out 
of  thy  hand  (faith  the  Lord  to  his  people,  wuh  whom  he  nad 
bcgnn/J  and  will  put  it  into  the  hand  of  them  that  affott  theey 
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and  have  faid  to  thy  foule,  bow  down  that  we  may  go  over ;  The 

fWof  the  wicked  may  be  upon  the  backj>f  the  righteous ^but  itfhall    a*11*'  *• 

not  reft  there,  namely  for  ever. 

But  perhaps  you'I  fay,  when  will  God  doe  this  ?  How  Ion 3  ? 
How  long  ihall  we  ftay  before  we  have  experience  of  it  ? 
Himfelfe  fayes,  after  a  little  whiUmine  indignation  [ball  ceafe  to-  Ef/10.25. 
wards  thee,  and  mine  anger  /hall  end  in  their  de fir  ullion.  God 
doth  all  things  in  due  time,  he  gives  rain  to  the  earth,  food  to 
man  and  fury  to  his  enemies,  and  all  in  due  ferfon.  •  to  me  belong- 
tth  vengeance  and  recommence  (  faith  the  Lord)  their  foot  Jhail  file  Dent.  3  z.  3  f  ■ 
in  due  time,  for  the  day  of  their  calamity  is  at  handy  and  the  things 
that  Ihall  come  upon  them  make  haft;  every  thing  is  moft  beau- 
tifi.llin  its  feafon,  and  a  workeof  this  nature  is  then  in  feafon, 
and  moft  beautifull,  when  Gods  hand  is  fo  clearly  feen  in 
it ,  that  all  men  may  confefle  and  fay ,  verily  it  was  his 
dotng* 

But  what  are  the  fignes  of  that  feafon  ?  Tie  name  four,  and  fo 
leave  you, 

1.  When  Humane  helps  are  gone>  and  no  power  left  among 
men  ;  no  referve  of  fuccour  to  be  looked  for  at  their  hand  from 
whence  formerly  it  was  wont  to  come  ;  no  fecond  caufes  to  be 
feen,  then  will  God  arife  and  judge  for  us :  fo  we  are  told, 
The  Lord  Jhail  judge  for  his  people  ,  and  repent  him',  elf  for  his  0eur* 
fervants  when  he  fees  their  power  is  gone ,  and  there  is  none 
fhut  up  or  left  ^  and  therefore  we  are  advifed  in  another  place, 

when  we  are  in  darkneffe  and  fee  no  light ,  then  to  trufl  in  the        *0, 10, 
2%ame  of  the  Lord,  andto  flay  our  felves  upon  our  (jod\  cDa<vidl  5am#j0.£. 
did  fo,  and  found  the  comfort  of  it,  1  Sam.  ;v  • 6.  &c.  God  s 
ufe  is,  not  to  reach  out  his  hand,  till  Peter  be  almoft  iunke,  but 
thenhefailcsnot. 

2.  When  the  wicked  that  pretended  to  us,  but  were  not  of  us,  ar* 
fcattered,  and  deftroyed,  when  they  that  eiivyed  at  us,  maliced 
us, and  abufed  us,  becaufe  we  durft  not  be  fo  vtle  as  thev,  to  run 
with  them  into  the  like  exceffe  of  riot,  out  were  more  afTefted 
then  they  would  be  with  our  Kings  forrowes,  and  Gods  judge- 
ments upon  our  Nation  :  when  thefe  (  f  lay  )  are  confle  to  no- 
thing, and  fo  likely  to  have  no  part  of  the  glory  of  the  work, 
when  done;  then  will  Godhimicife  appearefor  us;  and  this  is 
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intimated  to  us  (  as  was  noted  once  before)  in  Efay  26.  where 
Hay  26.11.12.  fpC  ^jng  of  fuch  a  prophane  and  wicked  crue,  who  when  god's 
ban  J  was  lifted  up  in* judgement,  would  not  fee  it,  nay ,  they  m  di- 
ced and  envye- as  it  feems,  thofe  that  did  fee  it,  and  layed  it 
to  heart  ;  but  the  fire  of  thine  enemies  ,  O  God,  Jhall  devoure 
them  for  it,  faies  the  Prophet:  i.e.  rage  fhall  continue  power- 
full  even- in  their  hands  whom  thou  hateft,  till  thofe  other 
wretches  are  confumed,orblowi  to  nothing,and  then  it  follows, 
O  Lord,  than  wilt  ordame  peace  for  us,  yea,  thou  /halt  then  workjill 
our  works  for  us. 

3.  When  the  fin  of  the  enemy  is  high,  and  himfelfi  higher  in 
his  own  opinion  then  ere  before ;  when  he  purTeth  at  his  oppolites, 
as  too  farre  below  him  for  to  reach  him,  and  promiling  himfelfe 
fecurrtie,  thinkes-the  work  done,  dares  affront  God,  his  Word, 
his  Name  and  Glory,  and  prophane  what  ever  hath  his  mark  up- 

Pfal.  it?.  1 16.  on  ir>  tntn  will  the  Lord  rouze  up  himfelfe  againft  him  ;  It  is 

Dan.  5.3.5.  t^me  for  thee  Lord  to  work^  for  they  have  made  void  thy  Law,  fayes 
*David.  When  "Balthazar  was  bold  with  thofe  Veffels  appoin- 
ted to  holy  \\kythe  hand-writing  appeared  againft  him  :  when 
Rabjhakeh  and  his  Matter  were  fo  bold  with  Gods  name,  as  to 

EC36.%37.c-..  entitle  that  to  their  villanies,  the  Lord  put  an  Hocl^  into  their  no- 
fes,  and  a  bridle  into  their  lipps  foon  after :  when  the  proud  Phi- 
liftine  difdained  Davids  little nejfe,Wis  own  mine  was  nigh  at  hand: 

1  Sam.  17.       when  thofe  Amalekites  that  took  Ziglag,  were  eating  and  drink? 

ing,  and  dividing  the  fpoiles,  and  dancing  for  joy  of  their  great 
booties,  they  loft  all  againe  upon  the  fuddain,  and  their  lives 
withall  :  and  the  Apoftlc  fpeakes  it  positively  of  all  ungodly 

1  ThclT.  5.2.  anT^  fe If- promising  men,  that  when  they  Jhall  fay  peace  and  ftfe- 
tj,  then  fuddain  deftrutlion  commeth  on  them,  as  travail  upon  a  wo- 
man with  child,  which  they  Jhall  not  efcape  ;  yea,  the  day  of  the  Lord 
Jhall  come  upon  them,  as  a  Thiefi  in  the  mtrht,  fuddain ly,  unexpect- 
edly, when  they  are  at  reft,  and  look  fof  quiet. 

4.  When  the  Stomaekj  of  Gods  affli  fted  people  be  down,  and 
Ef.  10.6. 1 2.    they  not  only  made  like  mirein  the  ureets,  but  contented  with 

i  ^  it,  in  as  much  as  they  fee  Gads  hand  in  it :  Beholi  (  faies  the 
ay  5.  zi.  23  £or(j  ^  j  taken  the  cup  of  trembling  out  of  thy  hand,  and 

thou  [halt  no  more  drink,  of  it,  but- 1  will  put  it  into  the  hand  of 
them  that  affile!  thee,  and  they  Jhall  drink^of  the  dreggs  thereof, 

even 
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tven  they  which  have  (aid  to  thj  (out  bow  down,  that  we  may  go  0V4r% 
And  thou  haft  laid  thy  body  as  the  ground,  a*  the  ftreet  to  them  that 
went  over  ;  when  the  people  of  this  Land  have  been  concent  to 
bow  their  b?cks  fo  low  as  under  the  name  of  Delinquents, 
meekly  and  patiently  to  buy  over  at  the  hands  of  the  Rebels  thofe 
Lands  and  Inheritances  left  them  by  their  Fathers,  then  may  the 
Lord  make  good  his  word  unto  the  peeled  and  oppre<fled  peopk 
of  this  woriill  Nation. 

In  a  word,  as  when  the  wife  Parent  hath  brought  his  child 
to  kthV  the  rod,  then  he  gives  overheating  him  and  bums  that ; 
fo  perhaps  will  God  deale  with  ns ,  beat  us  with  the  ro*d  till  he 
hath  brought  us  for  to  kiTe  it  ;  and  this  we  do,  when  with  ap- 
pc:  a  fed  fpir  ts  we  can  fupplicate  him  to  pardon  them  that  have 
thus  abufed  us;  when  we  have  layed  afide  all  thoughts  of 
revenge  towards  them,  all  parpofes  of  crying  quit  for  quit  with 
them,  if  God  reftore  us  and  bring  them  into  our  condition. 

Wherefore  friends  and  fellow-fufferers ,  we  now  fee  what 
we  are  to  doe,  even  to  refolve  by  Gods  grace,  if  we  live  and 
thrive,  not  to  doe  to  them  as  they  have  done  to  us;  but  to  re- 
turn rather  good  firevill,  for  thus  it  becomes  us  to  do,  as  we 
are  Chrifts  members,  nospati  poena*  decet,nonejfe  poena* ,  we  muft 
be  ambitious  to  be  conditioned  in  this  cafe,  like  that  good  Arch- 
bifhop  (franmer,  of  whom  it  was  faid,  cDo  my  Lord  of  Canter- 
bury a  fhrewd  turn,  and  you  Jbatihave  him  your  friend  ever  after  ; 
buc  of  all  p  ople,  we  muft  take  heed  of  being  like  our  enemies, 
of  whom  it  may  be  faid  on  the  contrary,  'Doe  them  a  good  turn, 
etndyou  fh all  have  them  your  enemies  ever  after;  their  cuftome 
you  know  hath  been  ,  when  we  have  fallen  into  their  power, 
to  interpret  the  lame  to  be  by  Gods  providence,  to  the  end  that 
they  might  torment,  mifchief,  and  abufe  us,  which  they,  or  fome 
of  them  have  not  failed  to  doe  in  full  meafure  ;  and  when  they 
on  the  other  fide  have  fallen  into  ours,  and  fared  well,  to  infult 
thereupon,  and  fay,  no  thank  to  us  therefore,  for  we  would  fain 
have  done  them  hurt,  but  God  would  not  fufterus,but  reftrained 
us,  by  holding  our  hands  whether  we  would  orno,and  delivered 
them  from  us,  to  the  end  they  may  do  God  fervice  in  punish- 
ing us  afterward,  if  they  can  but  get  us :  Now  perhaps  they  may 
be  of  the  fame  opinion  ftilJ,  when  hereafter  they  iliall  be  at  our 

mercy; 
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mercy;  but  we  muft  look  to  God  and  not  to  them,  remembring 
alwaies  though  they  deferve  no  favour  from  us,yet  God  deferves 
to  be  obeyed  by  us,  and  for  his  fake  we  muft  (hew  mercy  :  we 

Sen.?o.i?.  have  heard  of  ^/Jy^/kindneffe  to  his  brethren ,  that  had  evill 
thoughts  to  him- ward, we  muft  refolve  to  doe  like  him,  and  if 
the  conditions  of  fofeph  be  in  our  carriage,  the  biefling  of  fofeph 
s  (hall  be  our  portion  ;  this  muft  be  our  refolution  if  we  live* 
And  if  we  dieyby  their  defpightful  hands,before  God  doth  turn 
the  wheel  upon  them,  we  muft  refolve  to  conclude  our  daies  as 
Chrift  ourSaviour  did,with  pr-aiers  in  our  mouths  for  them,which 
it  may  be  ( through  Gods  working)  may  hive  a  like  erfed  after 
our  death,as  Chrifts  had,to  the  converlion  of  fome  of  them;  the 
converfion  of  thofe  $ooo.  sAil.i.  is  held  to  be  a  fruic  of  Chrifts 
prayer  upon  the  Croffe;  and  Sauls  converfion,of  Stephens  prayer 
at  his  death;  fowhoknowes,  but  our  meekneffe,  our  patience, 
and  our  prayers  at  fuch  a  time,  may  be  effectual  1  to  a  like  pur- 
pofe  ?  even  to  draw  fome  of  our  perfecuting  Countreymen  from 
their  bloudy  and  rebellious  way,  into  the  paths  of  Chrift  and  of 
his  Gofpcl ;  yea,  whether  we  live  or  die,  if  we  can  do  Chrift  and 
the  Kingferviceno  other  way, let  us  refolve  and  endeavour  to 
pray  down  their  and  our  enemies  by  praying  for  them  :  And  by 
all  meanes  while  breath  is  in  us ,  let's  hive  a  care  fo  to  live,  as 
we  may  (till  credit  our  righteous  ca-ife,  and  as  becometh  thofe 
that  are  defigned  to  flaughcer/?r  Jefusfike ,  and  for  the  Do- 

A&.2.&  3-cap.  c^pine  which  he  lefc  us ;  Holy  blond  (behove  it)  will  prove  of 
harder  digeftion  to  them,  then  prophane ;  that  they  had  filled  the 
holy  andtbejttft  one,wis  that  which  afterward  pierced  the  hearts 
of  thefe  mens  elder  Brethren  when  time  was;  I  fay  no  more: 
But,  the  Lord  ftrcngthen  and  guide  us  all  in  bur  Chriftian  and 
Lovall  way  by  his  grace  and  fpirit ;  thar  though  we  be  a  people 
robbed ,  (poiled  ,  fnared  in  holes,  hid  in  prifin-houfes,  driven  to  ba- 
nijhment,and  expo  fed  for  a  prey-,  yet  we  may  walk  before  our  God 
in  all  humilitie  and  well  pleating,  to  the  reftauracion  of  his  Go- 
fpells  honour,the  inward  comfort  of  our  own  fpirics  in  the  midft 
of  miferies,  and  to  the  conviction  and  iTume  of  our  unnaturall 
Countrey-men,  who  feeke  to  take  away  our  lives  alfo  from  us. 
Ame*%  Amen, 

May  25.  Soli  De*  gloria. 
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A  P  OST^S  CRIPT 

to  the  Reader. 

THis  Book  was  prepared  (  as  now  you  have  it  )  and  might 
have  feen  the  light,  within  lengthen  the  compafle  of  that 
year,  wherein  the  Libell  (  which  it  Anfwers )  was  firft  publifhed, 
had  there  been  at  hand  the  convenience  of  a  Prefle,  and  ftrength 
to  bring  forth:  But 'tis  no  fmall  advantage,  which  the  enemies 
have,  againft  Truth  and  the  King,  that  with  them  is  both  liberty 
and  ability  to  vent  what  they  pleafe,  whereas  with  us  is  neither  : 
Had  we  but  halfe  the  like  helps,  encouragements,  and  powers, 
which  they  have  had,  the  world  ftiould  fee  that  the  King  hath 
Sub]ecls>  and  the  Truth  Defenders* 

There  hath  been  a  further  alteration  of  Affaires  (to  the  worfe 
on  the  Kings  fide,  fince  this  Book  was  written  (as  may  be  col- 
lected from  many  paflages  therein.-)  and  divers  particulars 
concerning  the  enemies  deportment ,  here  exprefled,  have  fo 
fallen  out,  as  forefhewn  (  for  indeed  'tis  no  difficult  matter,  for 
any  man  acquainted  with  their  fpirits  to  fore-fpeak  their  do- 
ings : )  Had  there  appeared  any  change  in  them  to  the  better ; 
nay,  had  their  growth  but  promifed  a  probability  of  more  Chri- 
ftianity  and  duty,  in  their  future,  then  hath  been  in  their  pad 
Actions,  or  then  was  here  prognosticated  of  them,  this  publi- 
cation perhaps,  (having  been  thus  delayed)  had  been  ftillfuf- 
pended  ;  though  in  very  deed,  there  is  no  reafon,  why  for  fuch  a 
caufe  it  (hould  have  been  quite  ftifled;  feeing  that  their  Libell 
(which  it  confuteth)  is  divulged,  printed,  reprinted,  and  ftill 
fold,  to  the  Kings  darkening  and  defamation  :  Befides  many 
other  fcandalous  and  vile  Pamphlets  have  been  and  are  daily 
fent  forth  on  purpofe,  to  damp  his  Lnftre,  and  to  ftainc  his  Glo- 
ry ;  yea,  and  translated  too  they  are,  into  other  Languages,  that 
he  might  appear  deform'd  and  fpotted  to  the  eye  of  Forraign 
Naf ions ;  which  becaufe  they  have  not  been  Anfwered  with  a 
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like  induftry  on  our  parts,  Strangers  have  thought,  yea,  and  af- 
firmed, that  nothing  could  be  faid  for  him,  becaufe  nothing  was; 
(frit,  to  their  capacitie,)  we  have  (  fay  they  )  read  in  our  owne 
languages  mayiy  Bookes  againfl  him^  but  none  in  his  behealfe ;  it 
muft  be  acknowledged  in  very  deed,  that  this  way  the  enemies 
have  been  more  diligent  in  defaming,  then  we  have  been  in 
defending  the  King  y  though  in  our  own  tongue  there  hath 
been  abundance  written  in  his  juftiflcation  and  to  their  de- 
tection. 

The  Proteftants  of  other  Countryes  unto  whom  the  Kings 
bofome  was  alwayes  open  in  their  diftreffe,  towards  whom 
his  bowels  alwayes  yerned  ,  and  for  whofe  reliefe  his  commands 
went  often  forth,  to  all  Churches  in  his  Kingdomes  to  make  Col- 
lections ;  how  have  they  (at  leaft  too  many  of  them  J  by  meancs 
$f  thofe  induftrious  Lies  and  Libels,  opened  their  mouthes  and 
ftretch'd  forth  their  tongues  againft  him  ?  And  how  are  we  (that 
feffer  with  him  and  for  him,  or  rather  for  the  Truth  maintai- 
ned by  him)  eftecmed  of,  in  our  banifliment  amongft  them  > 
are  we  any  other  but  objects  of  fcorn  and  taunting  to  them  > 
'twas  our  delight  (  but  'twas  out  duty,  and  our  work  is  with  the 
Lord  )  to  obey  God  and  him  in  contributing  to  their  neceffities 
in  the  day  of  their  vifitation  ;  but  they  take  pleafure  in  this  of 
ours  to  wound  our  very  wounds,  and  to  enlarge  our  forrovvs, 
yea,  every  way  to  help  forward  our  affliction  •  at  what  a  di- 
ftancc  have  they  looked  upon  us ,  becaufe  the  hand  of  God  is 
out  againft  us  ?  what  bitter  words  have  they  darted  at  us, 
and  which  is  to  our  great  griefe,  againft  the  Sacred  Perfon  of 
our  Soveraign  ?  with  what  violence  and  confidence  doe  they 
ignorantly  undertake  to  juftifie  the  falie  reports  of  his  enemies 
againft  him  ?  Nay,  how  is  our  Church  it  felfe,  ( the  late  glory 
of  Chriftendome,  and  of  the  whole  Earth )  defpifed  and  flighted 
by  them,  in  this  time  of  our  perfecution  ?  The  Papifts  on  the 
one  fide ,  fcoffiflgly  ask  us ,  where  »  now  your  God  ?  where  is 
your  Church  become  ?  you  may  now  freely  boaft  of  its  Jnvifibility 
( if  you  pleafe  )  you  have  aground  forit,&c.  And  our  Bre- 
thren on  the  other  fide,  ( that  outwardly  profefle  the  fame  Faith 
with  us,  and  from  whom  we  expected  better)  they  act  Edams 
part  as  reproachfully  upon  us ;  crying  out  againft  our  Church, 
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and  the  Government  thereof,  down  with  it,  down  with  it,  events 
the  grwnd ;  For  they  (the  froteflants  of  France  in  fpccialJ ) 
arc  willingly  perfwaded,  by  thofe  Letters  and  Pamphlets  fent 
them  out  or*  England,  that  the  Profeflburs  of  the  true  Religi- 
on here  (before  this  Parliament  begun)  were  kept  in  alike 
■nderly  condition,  as  theanfclves  are  in  their  own  Country; 
though  thofe  French  Congregations  allowed  in  England  might 
in  their  gratitude  to  our  King,  have  given  them  a  better  and 
more  true  information,  had  they  fo  pleafed  ;  But  upon  this  con- 
ceit they  in  France  apprehend  this  Warre  here  againfl:  the  King, 
to  be  undertaken  only  to  recover  Liberty  to  worfliip  God  in 
the  right  manner;  that  is  to  fay,  after  the  French  Mode  or 
Difcipline  (as  they  think  .at  leaft,  and  are  made  to  believe)  and 
moft  people  loving  their  own  wayes  and  falliions  be£t,  ( though 
lelle.  perfect  then  their  neighbours )  cannot  but  with  good  luck 
to  all  fuch  as  are  (looping  towards  them  and  rejoyce  for  them  j 
though  "we  believe  it  would  be  wifdome  in  them  to  beware  that 
their  Jubilation  at  the  prevailing  of  the  Engltjh  Rebels,  doth  not 
work  a  jealoufie  and  fufpition  againfl:  themfelves  in  the  hearts 
of  their  own  Princes ;  our  prayers  are  and  (hall  be  that  God 
would  not  lay  their  inhumanities  againfl:  us  to  their  charges ;  we 
know  the  Lord  was  fore  dijpleafed  at.  the  Heathen,  for  their  un-  ?ach. 
kindneile  to  his  people  in  their  affliction;  and  we  believe  he 
cannot  be  well  pleafed  to  fee  Chriftians  fo  conditioned  ;  O 
fayes  God  to  Edom  ;  Thou  foouldfl  not  have  looked  with  pleasures  Obxd. 
4>n  the  day  of  thy  Brother ,  in  the  day  that  he  became  a  fir  anger 3  nei- 
ther Jhouldjh  thou  have  rejoyced  over  the  Children  ofjudah,  in  the 
day  of  their  deflruclion,  neither  Jhouldfl  thou  have  Jpokcn  proudly 
m  the  day  ofdifirefe.  That  fpeech  of  God  to  Moab  is  worthy 
-the  obfervation  or  all  that  are  at  eafe,  when  other  Nations  are  in 
trouble  ;  Take  (founcell  and  be  well  advifed,  let  mine  out-cafts  g/-  l 
dwell  with  thee  Moab,  make  thy  {haddew  ai  the  night,  in  the  midfl 
of  the  noone-day  ;  be  thou  a  Covert  to  them,  from  the  face  of  the  fpoy- 
Jer  hide  them,  ani  bewray  not  him  tljat  wander eth.  But  Aloab  call 
thefe  words  behind  her,  and  was  fo  farre  from  comforting  the 
.diftrefled  Ifraelites ,  that  line  deri-Jed  at  them  in  their  baniili-  T  g 
ment,  and  skipt  for  joy  to  fee  them  miferable  ;  and  -therefore 
within  three  years  after,  Moabs  own  felfwasinas  wofull  and 
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Read  Efa.  1 6.  deplorable  a  condition,  which  (as  a  ppears  by  the  two  Pro  phets) 
andler.4*.     was  layd  upon  her  for  a  punifhment  of  that  her  unkindnefle  $Had 
fhe  afforded  fhelter,  fhe  had  not  her  felf  (at  leaft  fo  foon)  been 
put  to  feek  it,  Dens  fr -ambus  r.ofiris  (Ecclefa  Galiicana pr<efertim) 
Avert  at  omen. 

But  probably  thefe  finnes  of  our  Brethren  of  other  Churches, 
will  in  a  great  meafurebe  imputed  partly  to  the  malice  of  our 
enemies :  for  impoyfoning  their  mindes  by  their  Lyes  and  Pam- 
phlets, and  partly  to  our  negligence  (if  it  may  be  fo  called)  who 
have  not  been  as  equally  aclive,  in  giving  them  the  true  informa- 
tion of  things  in  their  own  Language  from  the  beginning. 

Wherefore  I  wifh  that  now  at  length,  all  thofe  who  love  the 
Truth,  and  are  acquainted  with  our  Englifh  Affaire?,  and  have 
a  skill  in  forraign  Languages,  would  confider  ferioufly  of  this 
particular ;  and  as  they  are  Chriftians,  not  permit  thofe,  for  whom 
Chrift  dyed,  thus  to  perifh  in  their  Errours  for  want  of  know- 
Lev,  ip.  17-  ledge  ;  Thou  Jhah  in  any  wife  (faith  the  Lord)  rebuke  thy  bro- 
ther (when  faulty  or  mif-led)  and  notfufer  finneupon  him-  yea, 
I  would  defireallLoyall  Engliflimen  to  whom  God  hath  given 
the  tongue  and  pen  of  the  Learned ,  that  they  would  imploy 
their  Talents  at  this  time  this  way  ,  in  the  vindicating  of  Truth, 
and  the  King,  and  fo  manifeft  their  bowels  of  compaffion  to- 
wards their  dear  and  native  Countrey ;  for  undoubtedly  fo  long 
as  our  Soveraignes  name  lies  thus  imprifoned  under  obloquy  , 
we  his  people  and  the  whole  Nation  fhall  lie  burthened  under 
mifery  •  (  never  fince  the  birth  of  that  grand  fcandalous 
monftrance/ which  as  an  ufher  made  way  to  all  the  reproachfull 
Libells  and  Sermons,  that  have  been  vented  fince)  did  this 
Kingdome  enjoy  one  day  of  felicity  :)  The  Prince's  Honour  is 
the  Subjects  glory,  and  fo  ought  to  be  efteemed  ;  'tis  that  Ma- 
jefty,  that  beame  of  Divinity  which  God  hath  ftampt  upon  Him, 
and  commanded  ustomaintaine  and  reverence  in  Him;  tisto 
be  regarded  by  us  above  ten  thoufands  of  us  5  yea  certainly,  he 
that  preferres  not  the  advancement,  and  illuftration  of  it,  be- 
fore his  own  pofits  and  fafety  and  all  he  hath,  deferves  not  the 
name  of  the  Kings  friend,  of  a  Loyall  Subjetl,  nor  of  a  good 
Chriftian* 

Many  think  and  fay,  that  writing  will  doe  no  good,  enough 
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is  writ  already ;  for  people  are  given  up  to  Sleeve  lies,  they  arc 
willingly  deceived,  and  even  hardened  againft  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth.  Perhaps  all  are  not,but  were  they  fo5how  came  they 
into  this  condition  ?  was  it  not  by  thofe  untruths  which  have  bin 
Published  and  Preached  to  them  ?  Surely,  by  defaming  the  King 
the fe  mifihiefes  have  been  raifed,  this  Rebellion  againft  him  hath 
been  woven  up;  is  it  not  therefore  the  more  probable,  that 
the  fame  may  be  unreaven  againe  by  a  full  Vindication  of 
the  Kings  name,  and  a  frequent  direction  of  thefe  evill  workers  ? 
What  is  not  effected  at  firtt,  may  be  done  at  laft,  and  by  other?, 
which  is  not  by  fome,  In  the  morning  fow  thy  feed  y  and  m  the  Exxlef.  it. 'A 
evening  held  not  thy  hand,  thou  knoweft  not  whether  may  pro/per, 
this  or  that ;  if  we  perfevere  with  meeknejfe  *to  enforme  the  con-  z  Tim.  2. 16. 
trary-minded ,  God  may  at  length  give  light  and  repentance  to 
them :  This  hath  been  wont  to  be  Gods  way,  both  of  con- 
verting the  ignorant,  and  confounding  the  obftinate ;  and  the 
truth  is ,  we  have  nothing  elfe  now  left  us ,  but  tongiks  to 
pray  for  cur  King,  and  pens  to  wiite  for  him  ;  but  the  Apoftle  1  Cor.  12. 10, 
tells  us,  that  when  we  are  weakeft  in  our  felves  or  to  outward  ap- 
pearance, then  are  we  ftrongeft,fcit.  in  regard  of  the  neernefle  of 
Gods  blefling;  his  power  is  moft  apparent  atfuchatime,  he  1  Cor.  1. 27. 
chufeth  the  weakeft  to  confound  the  mightiefi  ;  poore  Luther  s 
tongue  and  pen(  when  things  were  in  a  low  condition)  did  Chrift 
and  his  Gojpell  more  fervice  againft  the  Tope,  then  all  the  fvvords 
that  have  been  drawn  againft  him  or  his  Religion  have  done  ever 
fince. 

Doubtlefle  there  be  thoufands  of  honeft  and  Religious 
foules,  that  in  the  fimplicity  of  their  fpirits,  are  hooked  into  this 
b  'ack  Rebellion,  by  the  craft  of  others,  to  whom  if  the  wicked- 
neffe  of  the  fcope,  aymes,  and  actions  of  their  leaders  were  well 
layed  open  and  proved,  they  would  hate  them  with  a  perfect 
hatred,  and  rather  lofe  all  they  have  lent  them  then  proceed  one 
foot  further  in  their  way  with  them  ;  Nay,  who  knowes  but 
the  greater  part  of  their  Souldiers  and  men  of  warre,  (in  many 
of  whom  (to  fpeak  truth)  the  fparks  of  Ancient  Enghfl?  valour 
areapparertj  if  they  were  at  length  but  well  informed,  might 
quickly  turne  the  points  of  their  fwords  the  right  way,  and 
fo  redeeme  their  loft  -glory  >  without  all  queftion  difcourfes 
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of  this  nature  will  be  meanes  to  rouze  up  and  awaken  thole  truly 
genero-M  and  noble  Spirits  that  have  been  alway  loyall  and  are  ftiii 
alive  ;  to  confider  tmore  feelingly  yet  of  the  condition  of  their 
King,  of  their  Country,  and  of  the  Royall  Progeny,  thofe  fweet 
and  heart-conquering  Princes  (who  are  all  now  either  in  ba- 
nijbment,  or  in  bondage)  and  thereupon,  to  enterpixe  in  their 
behalfe,  fome  fuch  high  and  worthy  Ads  as  may  eternize  their 
owne  names,  and  convey  them  with  an  honourable  mention  to 
Pofterity. 

Or  however,  were  we  certaine  of  it,  (as  we  are  not)  that  thefe 
of  this  Age  on  the  one  fide,  (who  received  not  the  Truth,  or 
retained  not  the  love  thereof,  when  they  had  it)  are  given  up  t* 
fuch  firong  detujtons,  that  they  cannot  be  recovered  out  of  Satans 
fnare :  and  thofe  on  the  other  fide,  were  not  likely  to  be  quick- 
ned  by  fuch  endeavours  ;  yet  our  duty  is  to  have  refpeel  to  after 
Ages,&to  prevent,that  the  fpirits  of  Pofterity  be  not  ftained  with 
a  falfe  opinion  of  our  King,  as  doubt  lefle  they  alfo  arc  like  to  be, 
by  thofe  Bookes  and  Libels  of  the  enemy  conveyed  unto  them, 
unleffe  as  much  or  more  of  ours  be  left  too,  to  prefent  him  in  his 
true  character  to  their  knowledge.  Without  queftion,we  that  are 
now  alive  fhal  never  fcape  the  cenfure  of  fucceding  Generations, 
(viz*  to  have  been  too  bafely  fluggiiTi  and  faint-heared)  if  fuch 
tranfeendent  villanies  fhould  be  acted  in  our  dayes  againft  our 
King,  our  Religion,  and  fo  many  of  us,and  many  of  us  fhould  not 
be  found  to  have  layed  open  the  enemies  bafenefle  to  their  faces ; 
nay,vvhen  they  that  come  after  us  fhall  apply  themfelves  to  write 
the  Hiftory  of  thefe  our  times,  how  will  they  be  able  truly  to  de- 
paint  thefe  fuperlative  Hypocrites  in  their  due  colours,  Jif  plenty 
of  our  Books  be  not  extant  to  this  purpofe,  to  hint  the  notice  of 
their  true  conditions. 

Let  no  man  therefore  plead  that  writing  will  do  no  good,  as 
if  filencc  could  doe  more,  or  had  done  any ;  I  know  indeed  that 
much  hath  been  writ  already;  more  a  great  deal  then  hath  or 
may  be  read  ;  for  the  enemie  hath  fet  forth  many  threats  and 
orders  'againlt  fuch  as  fhall  fell  or  buy  the  fame  •  and  hereupon 
many  are  difcouraged  from  writing  more.  And  perhaps  too, 
many  have  feared  co  Publifii  what  they  have  further  written, 
left  they  prove  obft aiders  to  a  deiircd  Peace ,  and  fo  doe 
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dammage  to  the  Publike,  in  regard  of  the  enemies  height  and 
greatnefie  ;  but  lure  thde  men  know  not  the  fpirits  of  this 
kinde  of  enemies,  with  vvhom  we  have  to  doc ;  who  are  filch  as 
will  neither  knoto  nor  own  the  way  of  peace,  but  having  made  them-  rS\y  5^.9. 
felves  crooks  A  wayes  to  wall^in,  as  the  Prophet  fpeaks,  have  no 
judgement  in  their  goings ;  their  condition  is  (Satan-hke  J  to 
triumph  moil:,  where  lcaft  oppofed,  and  to  be  moft  vexatious, 
where  they  have  lead  occafion  ;  refijl  the  DiveU  and  he  will  lam.4.7. 
flie;  fo  holdthefeat  open  defiance,  let  them  know  you  fcorn  Pul.ij.4. 
and  contemn  them  (  for  all  their  greatnefle  )  as  vile  perfons ;  fee 
the  glaiTe  of  Gods  vvord  before  their  eyes,  make  them  know 
themfelves,  and  let  the  World  know  them,  'tis  the  only  way 
to  make  them  calmer,  and  to  bring  them  into  order :  whereas,, 
fay  nothing  againft  them,  and  they'ie  proclaime,  that  'tis  be-  - 
caufe  we  have  nothing  to  fay,  and  that  our  confeiences  tell  us 
they  are  in  the  right,  and  fo  we  are  filent  againft  our  wills. 
Surely  the  beft  and  moft  Chriftian  charity  that  can  be  fhewn 
them,  is  to  reach  unto  them  the  proper  fruit  of  their  own  wayes 
to  feed  upon;  for  could  they  be  but  fild  with  flame,  they  might  Pfal.83.rfc, 
be  brought  tofcekeGod:  And  fuppofe  they  turn  again  and  rend  us 
for  our  love,  and  ufe  us  the  worfe  for  our  endeavouring  to  make 
them  better,  what  new  thing  fhallthey  doe?  did  not  the  Pha- 
rifees  even  the  fame  in  their  dealings  with  our  Saviour }  and  fhall 
not  they  by  doing  fo,  confirm  mote  fully  to  the  world,  that  to 
be  true  which  we  have  written  of  them  ?  fliould  they  chafe  us 
up  and  down  the  Kingdome  with  their  bloud-hounds  to  deftroy 
us,  would  it  not  become  them  better,  to  hunt  fieasy  then  to  hunt 
Kings  .?  nor  could  it  be  to  the  advantage  of  them  at  all,or  of  their 
caufe }  but  of  the  truth  rather,  and  of  us,  if  they  fliould  prevaile 
againft  us,  even  to  kill  us  upon  this  occafion  j  that  which  wc 
maintaine  is  notthefirftof  Gods  truths,  that  hath  been  fealed 
with  bloud  ;  fome  think  that  every  of  his  commands  at  one  time 
or  other  muft  be  fo  confirmed,  and  why  may  not  the  fifth  Com- 
mandement  at  this  time,  as  well  as  the  fecond  was  in  the 
dayes  of  Queen  Calory?  t&  every  thing  there  is  an  appointed 
feafon. 

Whofoever  is  in  the  ftreight  and  narrow  way^muft  look  for 
oppofitions  and  difcouragements-  but  faith  which  over-commeth 
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the  world,  is  able  to  carry  through  all  them;  Chrift:  was  ©p- 
pofed  in  all  he  did,  (  as  much  as  poilible  he  could  be  by  man  ;  ) 
he  met  with  contradiclments  in  all  his  intendments  and  under- 
takings, even  from  friends  fometimes  as  well  as  enemies; 
Math.  16.22.   Mafter  jpare  thy  felfe,  fayes  Peter  to  him;  the  like  muft  we  ex-  ■ 
peel:  if  we  follow  him ;  but  (hould  not  this  rather  evidence  the 
divinity  and  juftice  of  our  way  unto  our  own  confeiences,  then 
i  Cor.6. 1 9.    be  any  cafe  of  damping  to  our  fpirits  ?    2{on  nobis  nati  fumus  , 
we  are  not  our  owne ,  nor  muft  we  be  men  of  private  fpirits, 
fpecially  in  thefe  times ;  Nay,  we  muft  take  paines  and  be  con- 
tent, not  to  fee  the  fruit  of  our  labours ;  but  that  others  ftiould 
reape  the  benefit  of  our  fowings,  when  we  are  gone.  After  the 
death  of  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  their  Doctrine  and  Writings  did 
moft  good  in  the  world ;  and  fo  perhaps  may  ours,  when  we  have 
ceafed  to  be  &  are  no  more  feen.  God  hath  promifed  his  blefling, 
firft  or  laltto  honcft  endeavours  ;  but  we  muft  tarry  Gods  time. 

Wherefore  you  ( in  the  firft  place )  to  whom  God  hath  given 
inward  abilities,  up  and  be  doing  with  the  fame,  and  (beconfi- 
iChro.  22,16.  dent)  the  Lord  Vvill  be  with  joh  ;  Remember  how  they  that  im- 
ployed  their  gifts,  had  more  comfort  at  the  reckoning  day,  then 
he  had  who  had  hid  his  talent  in  a  napkin. 

You,  fecondly,  that  have  outward  ftrength,  be  not  backward  to 
affift  the  weak  in  bringing  to  light  unable  births ;  give  none  occa- 
fion  to  think  or  fay,  thofe  that  had  or  lookjo  have  the  great eft  Jbare 
in  the  Kings  happineffe,  when  the  fun  /bines  upon  him,  are  leaft  re- 
gar  dfull  of  his  Honour,  when  the  times  are  darkjind  cloudy. 

You,  thirdly,  that  refufe  to  further  or  countenance  works  of 
this  nature,  I  befeech  you  alfo  doe  but  difdaine  to  hinder. 

And  you,  (laftly )  who  ere  you  be,  that  look  for  falvation  from 
the  Lord,  reft  your  felves  in  him,  wait  patiently  for  him,  fret  not 
Hal.37.1.7.     becaufe  of  evill  doers,  nor  be  yon  envious  againft  the  workers  of ini- 
Verf.2.         quay,  for  their  prefent  profperity  in  their  way ;  they  fiat!  erelong 
Prov.23.17.     be  cut  down  like  thegrajfe,  and  wither  as  the  green  hearb  ;  be  you  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long,  and  be  certain  your  expecla- 
Pro.24.ipJ&c.  tion  (hall  not  be  cut  off :  He  that  teftifieth  thefe  things  faith,  furely 
Rev.22.2o;2i.  J  come, I  come  quickly,  Amen,  even  fo  come  Lordjefw  j  The  Grace 
of  our  Lordjefm  Chrift  be  with  you  all,  lAmen. 
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